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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Oak Ridge, Tennessee
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
December 24, 2018  Christmas Eve
*Please stand, in body or in spirit. Text printed in bold italics to be read in unison.

Prelude
Burton

Still, Still, Still

Trad. Austrian Carol/arr.

Welcome

Introit

On Christmas night all Christians sing, to hear the news the angels bring;
News of great joy, news of great mirth, news of our merciful King’s birth.
All out of darkness we have light, which made the angels sing this night;
“Glory to God in highest heaven; peace on earth and goodwill. Amen!”

*Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Candles
The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all.
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
For a child has been born for us, a Son has been given to us.
His name is Jesus: the Messiah, God-with-Us.
Hope, peace, joy, and love. Four candles and four promises offered by God.
And in the center is the light of the world, which the darkness cannot overcome.
Glory to God in the highest! And on earth, peace, goodwill to all!
*Hymn 134

Joy to the World

*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
God of grace and truth, we confess that we have fallen short of your desire for
us. We have made little to no room in our lives for the Christ child. We have been
hesitant to welcome the light or trust good news to be good. Forgive us, we pray.
Renew our hope, so that we may receive the fullness of your grace, and live in
the truth of Christ, the Savior of the world, in whose name we pray. Amen.
*Assurance of Forgiveness
*The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
*Sung Response
Gloria in excelsis Deo; Gloria in excelsis Deo!
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First Reading

Isaiah 9:2-7

Anthem

Highland Carol

arr. Fettke

Listen to the angels sing: Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild; God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, joyful, all you nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with the mighty angel host proclaim: “Jesus Christ is born in Bethlehem today!”
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Joyful, joyful, all you nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with the mighty angel host proclaim: “Jesus Christ is born in Bethlehem today!”
Sing, O sing, this blessed morn! Unto us a Child is born!
God Himself comes down to earth, born to give us second birth.
Joyful, joyful, all you nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with the mighty angel host proclaim: “Jesus Christ is born in Bethlehem today!”

Second Reading

Luke 2:1-20

Meditation
*Hymn 133

Sharon Youngs
O Come, All Ye Faithful

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to the Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Lord, we greet you this happy night … we praise your name and join their
unending song:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Holy God, in the fullness of time … by water and the Spirit.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Send your Holy Spirit among us ... sing your praise and glory forever. Amen.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and
the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread, Pouring of the Cup
Sharing of the Elements

(Elders will serve you at your seat. We eat the bread together to symbolize the unity we
share in Christ. We receive the cup as individuals to acknowledge the personal need for
forgiveness by God’s grace.)

Prayer after Communion
O God, we have heard your glad tidings of great joy. We have tasted the
goodness of your great love. Now fill us with hope and fix our gaze on
your Light that has come into the world; in the name of the newborn
Christ child we pray. Amen.
Giving Our Gifts to the Christ Child
Offertory

O Holy Night

Christopher

*Doxology (hymn 606) and Prayer of Dedication
*Sharing the Light
*Hymn 122
Silent Night
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright
‘Round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born!”
Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face, with the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing alleluia to our King:
Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.
*Charge and Blessing
Postlude

All My Heart This Night Rejoices








Ebeling/arr. Leatherman



The poinsettias at the front of the sanctuary for the season have been given
in part by Dave & Mary Mullins who wish to dedicate them today to the glory of God
and in loving memory of Mary’s mother, Sarah Janes.
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church (FPC)!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. We hope you feel the love that is
present and our joy in having you with us. Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship hall following worship.
 Nursery care is available in the Education building. Ask any of the usher s to dir ect you, if needed.
 Hearing assistance units and large print bulletins ar e available fr om the usher s.
 Audio recordings of sermons and more information on FPC are at fpcor.org. Please call the church office
(483-1318) for audio recordings of the entire service.

worship notes
We celebrate the arrival of the Christ child this
night! May you have a very peace-filled Christmas,
and may the angels' announcement of “peace on
earth” become manifest in the world this coming
new year.
Thank you to our faithful chancel choir for their
dedicated service, especially during Advent, and to
our organist Peggy Hinkle for the extra rehearsals
to prepare beautiful music for the season.
We offer a special thank you to Aaron Colverson
for sharing his give of music with us at both
services tonight. Aaron is here from Gainesville,
Fla., where he attends Florida State University to
visit his brother Colin.








Liturgist: Ber t Ever itt
Time with Children: Shar on Youngs
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: led by Walt Por ter
Flowers: Dave & Mar y Mullins
Open/Close: Dennis Str ickler

10:30 p.m.

Liturgist: Jim Tonne
Time with Children: Shar on Youngs
Sound Guild: Car olyn Kr ause
Ushers: led by J oe Gr ay
Flowers: Dave & Mar y Mullins
Open/Close: Dennis Str ickler




Christmas Joy offering

Christmas Eve worship volunteers
4:30 p.m.

We will receive the Christmas Joy offering during
both Christmas eve services. This annual special
PC(USA) offering provides assistance for those
who have dedicated their lives to the service of the
church, and supports leadership development and
education at Presbyterian schools and colleges.
Make checks payable to FPC and put “Christmas
Joy” on the memo line or use the QR code on the
back to contribute online. Thank you!





2018 year-end contributions

Any contributions to be counted toward 2018
must be received by Monday, Dec. 31. If you
mail in your contributions, please allow time for
any holiday-related postal delays.

If you send in a contribution early for your 2019
pledge in order to deduct it from this year’s taxes,
please clearly note in the memo line the year for
which the pledge is intended.

FPC “Fifth Sunday” on Dec. 30

Next Sunday, Dec. 30, is the final fifth Sunday for 2018.
We will worship at 10:30 a.m., and then gather afterward
for refreshments and a toast to 2019. That same evening at
5:00 p.m., everyone is invited to gather in the fellowship
hall for a showing of the classic movie, “It’s a Wonderful
Life,” complete with popcorn and beverages!

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Dec. 23-30, 2018
Sun. 12/23
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m.
Sunday school classes (see next page)
9:55 a.m.
Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m.
Fellowship hour (fellowship hall)
10:30 a.m.
Worship
Mon. 12/24
11:30 a.m.
Men’s lunch (New China Palace)
4:30 p.m.
Christmas eve service
10:30 p.m.
Christmas eve service
Tues. 12/25
Office closed
5:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (library)
Wed. 12/26
Office closed
11:30 a.m.
Al Anon (library)
Thurs. 12/27
Fri. 12/28
7:30 p.m.
Chinese Bible study (room 6)
Sat. 12/29
9:00 a.m.
“Uncensored” (room 102 kitchen)
Sun. 12/30
First Sunday after Christmas
9:00 a.m.
Sunday school classes (see next page)
9:55 a.m.
Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m.
Fellowship hour (fellowship hall)
10:30 a.m.
Worship
11:30 a.m.
Fifth Sunday (fellowship hall)
5:00 p.m.
“It’s a Wonderful Life” - movie & snacks
(fellowship hall)

“Uncensored”

“Uncensored,” a monthly gathering for those
40-ish and younger, meets this Saturday, Dec.
29, at 9:00 a.m., in room 102, for biscuits and
conversation. Childcare will be available.

Celebrations this week
Birthdays...
12/25 Mike Hilliard
12/27 Jean Bangham
and anniversaries
12/31 Elizabeth Andrews Long &
Rich Long
Remember those who are …
in healthcare and
retirement communities:
Bob Clausing, Boyd Coker, Lois Lacy,
Anna & Marvin Randolph, Alex Stuart
homebound:
Sandra Edwards

Looking ahead
Mon., Dec. 24—Christmas Eve: 4:30
p.m. & 10:30 p.m. Candlelight and
Communion services
Sat., Dec. 29—Uncensored, 9:00 a.m.,
room 102
Sun., Dec. 30—Fifth Sunday
celebration: It’s a Wonderful Life
(details on front)
Mon., Dec. 31—Coffee chat with
Sharon, 9:30 a.m., room 6
Thurs., Jan. 3—Welcome Table,
5:00-6:00 p.m., fellowship hall
Sun., Jan. 6—Epiphany

Sunday school classes for all ages
Snacks and beverages provided

Nursery (through age 3), fir st floor , Education
building
Kidz Zone (age 4 thru grade 4, Education
building) Music, Godly Play, and learning basic
Bible stories. December lead teachers: Pete
Johnson, Martina Ward
Youth (grades 5-12, gather in fellowship hall)
Discussions on Scripture and faith and how to
apply them to issues that confront youth. Lead
teacher: Peggy Terpstra
The Jugglers [adults, room 100 (library), in the
Activities building] Everyone is juggling
something. How do you deepen your faith in the
middle of it all? Facilitator: Sharon Y oungs
Early Birds (adults, room 6, sanctuary building)
Prayer, conversation, and Bible study. Teachers:
Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
Rise ‘n’ Shine (adults, parlor, Sanctuary
building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah
Tippett

Midweek Bible study

The midweek Bible study is taking a break
until January 9, 2019, when the new study
topic will be women of the Bible.

Opportunities to serve
Pack the pantry
Next Sunday, Dec. 30, is “Pack
the Pantry” Sunday for the
Welcome Table. Please bring
canned and packaged foods to the
food pantry wagon in the narthex.
This is an ongoing effort, so you can bring items
to stock the pantry anytime. Thank you!

Welcome Table
Our next Welcome Table is Thurs., Jan. 3, from
5:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.

Willowbrook educational outreach
Would you like to make a difference in the life
of a child? Willowbrook Educational Outreach
starts January 10 with our FPC volunteer training
kickoff, 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., at Willowbrook
Elementary School. Project members commit to
working one shift a week, January to May, at
Willowbrook to support a teacher(s) and
consistent group of children with reading, math,
or small group activities. Custom placements
will be made to match the interests and schedule
of the volunteer. If this sounds like something
you might want to do or learn more about, see
Sue Byrne or Rosalyn McKeown-Ice.

Please sign up on the flower calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall to donate
flowers ($35) for worship in memory or honor of a person or occasion.

worship volunteers—December 30
Liturgist: TBA
Acolyte: Megan Stone
Time with Children: Shar on Youngs
First Steps: Mar tina War d
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Richar d Alexander , Pr iscilla
Campbell, Irene Darko, Linda Fall, Bonnie Murray,
Shirley Sauls, Jim Tonne
Counters: Jim Campbell, J im Tonne
Flowers: Mar y Childr ess
Fellowship Hosts: Dar lene Sander s & Elaine Wilson
Open/Close: Anne Backus, Dennis Str ickler

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
Sharon Youngs
Anna Thomas
Omer Breeden

Pastor
Director of Music
Custodian

Bob Cantrell
Peggy Hinkle
Adrienne Potter

Parish Associate for Pastoral Care
Organist
Office Manager

P.O. Box 6106  Oak Ridge, TN 37831  (865) 483-1318  fpcor.org
Located at 1051 Oak Ridge Turnpike on the corner of Lafayette
Church Office Hours: 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.—12:30 - 4:00 p.m.

give online

