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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Oak Ridge, Tennessee
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS
December 23, 2018  Fourth Sunday of Advent
*Please stand, in body or in spirit. Text printed in bold italics to be read or sung in unison.

Prelude

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Hyfrydol/arr. Hayes

Welcome
Introit (hymn 94)
Christ, eternal Sun of justice, Christ, the rose of wisdom’s seed,
come to bless with fire and fragrance hours of yearning, hurt, and need.
In the lonely, in the stranger, in the outcast, hid from view:
Child who comes to grace the manger, teach our hearts to welcome you.
*Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Candles
From you, Bethlehem, shall come forth one whose origin is from ancient days.
The days are coming when God’s promise will be fulfilled.
The child will be named Jesus, for he will save God’s people from their sins.
He will be called Wonderful Counselor and Prince of Peace.
We light the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love. Their glow reminds us of God’s
promise and presence.
God’s light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.
Time with the Children
*Hymn 97

Sharon Youngs

Watchman, Tell Us of the Night
(Left side: sing phrases that begin ‘Watchman’
Right side: sing phrases that begin ‘Traveler’)

*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
God of unfailing mercy, your love is vulnerable, helpless as a newborn baby.
Forgive us when our love is cautious and hidden behind self-made defenses.
Your love is offered humbly, without grand display.
Forgive us when we use our love to impress or gain status.
Your love is free, given without reservation.
Forgive us when our love comes with strings attached.
O God, straighten our path and purify our hearts.
Teach us to love as you have loved us. Amen.
*Assurance of Forgiveness
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*The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
*Sung Response
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Lesson 1 Genesis 22:15-18
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By
myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as
numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your
offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring shall all the
nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have obeyed my voice.”
Carol

The God of Abraham Praise
(all sing)
The God of Abraham praise, sing praises to God’s name,
Who was and is and is to be, fore’er the same!
The one eternal God, before what now appears;
The First, the Last: beyond all thought through timeless years!
God’s spirit freely flows, high surging where it will;
God spoke of old in prophet’s word; that word speaks still.
Established is God’s law, and changeless it shall stand,
Deep written on the human heart, in every land.
God has eternal life implanted in the soul;
God’s love shall be our strength and stay, while ages roll.
All praise the living God! All laud that hallowed name,
Who was, and it, and ever shall be still the same!

Lesson 2 Isaiah 9:2, 6-7
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land
of deep darkness— on them light has shined. For a child has been born for us, a son
given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually,
and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will
establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Comfort, Comfort, O My People
(choir)

arr. Hopson
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Lesson 3 Isaiah 40:1-5
Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry
to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received
from the Lord's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: "In the wilderness
prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every
valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground
shall become level, and the rough places a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken."
And the Glory of the Lord
(choir)

Handel

Lesson 4 Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9 Jeremiah 23:5-6
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and
righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and Israel live in safety.
And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his
roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; but with
righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity the meek of the earth;
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. The wolf shall live with the lamb, the
leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a
little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play
over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.
They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
(choir)

arr. Hopson
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Lesson 5 Luke 1:26-35, 38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and
pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor
David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible
with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.
Hymn 99

My Soul Gives Glory to My God

Lesson 6 Matthew 1:18-23
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child
from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to
expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had
resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said,
“Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and
bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, ‘God is with us.’”
Carol

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!
(all sing)
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today!
Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.
Christ is born today, Christ is born today!
Verse 2: choir
Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice;
now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save!
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Call to Prayer (choir)
Creator of the stars of night, your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, redeemer of us all, we pray you hear us when we call. (hymn 84)
Prayers of the People—with The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.
The Gathering of Our Gifts
Offertory

Unto Us a Boy is Born

German carol/arr. Young

*Doxology (hymn 606) and Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn 108

Of the Father’s Love Begotten
(choir: verses 1, 2, 3
all: verses 4, 5, 6)

*Charge and Blessing
*Sung Response (hymn 105, verse 5)
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today: Love the Lord, is on the way.
Postlude

Hark, the Glad Sound








Haweis/arr. Landon


The poinsettias at the front of the sanctuary for the season have been given in part by Dave & Mary
Mullins who wish to dedicate them today to the glory of God and with love for our FPC family.

Today’s worship volunteers
Liturgist: Kathy Layendecker
Acolyte: Nathan Myer s
Time with Children: Shar on Youngs
First Steps: Debbie Bostick
Sound Guild: Car olyn Kr ause
Ushers: Ter esa Br ittain, Mar y Childr ess, Gail King,
Phillip King, Anna Robinson, Dennis Strickler
Counters: Gail King, Bonnie Mur r ay
Flowers: Dave & Mar y Mullins
Fellowship Hosts: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Open/Close: Anne Backus, Dennis Str ickler

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
Sharon Youngs
Anna Thomas
Omer Breeden

Pastor
Director of Music
Custodian

Bob Cantrell
Parish Associate for Pastoral Care
Peggy Hinkle
Organist
Adrienne Potter Office Manager

P.O. Box 6106  Oak Ridge, TN 37831  (865) 483-1318  fpcor.org
Located at 1051 Oak Ridge Turnpike on the corner of Lafayette
give online
Church Office Hours: 8:00 - 11:30 a.m.—12:30 - 4:00 p.m.
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church (FPC)!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. We hope you feel the love that is present
and our joy in having you with us. Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship hall following worship.
 Nursery care is available in the Education building. Ask any of the usher s to dir ect you, if needed.
 Hearing assistance units and large print bulletins ar e available fr om the usher s.
 Audio recordings of sermons and more information on FPC are at fpcor.org. Please call the church office (483-1318)
for audio recordings of the entire service.

Worship notes

Christmas Eve schedule

Today is the Fourth (and final) Sunday of Advent. We
light all of the candles on the Advent wreath except
for the center one—the Christ candle—which we will
light on Christmas Eve.

4:30 p.m. service
We will celebrate the birth of Christ with Communion
and candlelight at this informal service designed with
children in mind.

The choir is leading us in our annual Lessons and
Carols, which had its origin at Truro Cathedral
(England) on Christmas Eve 1880, when a service of
scripture and supporting carols was developed by the
Bishop of Truro, F. W. Benson. Some 38 years later in
1918, this format was adapted for Christmas Eve at
King’s College Chapel, Cambridge, England. In our
time, there are many adaptations of Lessons and
Carols.

10:30 p.m. service
We will celebrate the birth of Christ with Communion
and candlelight at this traditional service. Aaron
Colverson, violin, and Peggy Hinkle, harp, will be
sharing their musical gifts with us during both
services.











FPC “Fifth Sunday” Dec. 30

Next Sunday, Dec. 30, is the final
fifth Sunday for 2018. We will
worship at 10:30 a.m., and then
gather afterward for refreshments
and a toast to 2019. That same
evening at 5:00 p.m., everyone is invited to gather in
the fellowship hall for a showing of the classic movie,
“It’s a Wonderful Life,” complete with popcorn and
beverages!
The FPC youth group will not meet tonight.

Next Sunday the youth will join the church family
to watch “It’s a Wonderful Life” at 5:00 p.m.










Pack the pantry

Next Sunday, Dec. 30, is “Pack the
Pantry” Sunday for the Welcome Table.
Please bring canned and packaged foods
to the food pantry wagon in the narthex.
This is an ongoing effort, so you can
bring items to stock the pantry anytime. Thank you!
Welcome Table
Our next Welcome Table is Thurs., Jan. 3, from 5:00
to 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.

Christmas Joy offering

We will receive the Christmas Joy offering during both
Christmas eve services. This annual special PC(USA)
offering provides assistance for those who have
dedicated their lives to the service of the church, and
supports leadership development and education at
Presbyterian schools and colleges. Make checks
payable to FPC and put “Christmas Joy” on the memo
line or use the QR code on the back to contribute
online. Thank you!

Christmas Eve worship volunteers
4:30 p.m.
Liturgist: TBA
Time with Children: Shar on Youngs
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: led by Walt Por ter
Open/Close: Dennis Str ickler
10:30 p.m.
Liturgist: TBA
Time with Children: Shar on Youngs
Sound Guild: Car olyn Kr ause
Ushers: led by J oe Gr ey
Open/Close: Dennis Str ickler

2018 year-end contributions

All contributions to be counted toward 2018 must be in
the church office by Dec. 31. If you mail in your contributions, please allow time for any holiday-related
postal delays. If you send in a contribution early for
your 2019 pledge, please clearly note in the memo line
the year for which the pledge is intended.
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CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK

Dec. 23-30, 2018
Sun. 12/23
Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m.
Sunday school classes (see next page)
9:55 a.m.
Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m.
Fellowship hour (fellowship hall)
10:30 a.m.
Worship
Mon. 12/24
11:30 a.m.
Men’s lunch (New China Palace)
4:30 p.m.
Christmas eve service
10:30 p.m.
Christmas eve service
Tues. 12/25
Office closed
5:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (library)
Wed. 12/26
Office closed
11:30 a.m.
Al Anon (library)
Thurs. 12/27
Fri. 12/28
7:30 p.m.
Chinese Bible study (room 6)
Sat. 12/29
9:00 a.m.
“Uncensored” (room 102 kitchen)
Sun. 12/30
First Sunday after Christmas
9:00 a.m.
Sunday school classes (see next page)
9:55 a.m.
Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m.
Fellowship hour (fellowship hall)
10:30 a.m.
Worship
11:30 a.m.
Fifth Sunday (fellowship hall)
5:00 p.m.
“It’s a Wonderful Life” - movie and snacks
(fellowship hall)

“Uncensored”

“Uncensored,” a monthly gathering for those 40-ish
and younger, meets this Saturday, Dec. 29, at 9:00
a.m., in room 102, for biscuits and conversation.
Childcare will be available.

Celebrations this week
Birthdays...
12/25 Mike Hilliard
12/27 Jean Bangham
and anniversaries
12/31 Elizabeth Andrews & Rich Long
Remember those who are …
in healthcare and
retirement communities:
Bob Clausing, Boyd Coker, Lois Lacy,
Anna & Marvin Randolph, Alex Stuart
homebound:
Sandra Edwards

Looking ahead
Mon., Dec. 31—Coffee chat with
Sharon, 9:30 a.m., room 6
Thurs., Jan. 3—Welcome Table,
5:00-6:00 p.m., fellowship hall
Sun., Jan. 6—Epiphany

worship volunteers—December 30
Liturgist: TBA
Acolyte: Megan Stone
Time with Children: Shar on Youngs
First Steps: Mar tina War d
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Richar d Alexander , Pr iscilla
Campbell, Irene Darko, Linda Fall, Bonnie
Murray, Shirley Sauls, Jim Tonne
Counters: J im Campbell, J im Tonne
Flowers: Mar y Childr ess
Fellowship Hosts: Dar lene Sander s &
Elaine Wilson
Open/Close: Anne Backus, Dennis Str ickler

9:00 a.m. Sunday school
Snacks and beverages provided

Nursery (through age 3), fir st floor , Education building
Kidz Zone (age 4 thru grade 4, Education building) Music, Godly Play, and learning basic
Bible stories. December lead teachers: Pete Johnson, Martina W ard
Youth (grades 5-12, gather in fellowship hall) Discussions on Scripture and faith and how to
apply them to issues that confront youth. Lead teacher: Peggy Terpstra
The Jugglers [adults, room 100 (library), in the Activities building] Deepening one’s faith while juggling
everything else. Present focus: Juggling work without dropping the ball. Facilitator: Sharon Y oungs
Early Birds (adults, room 6, sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study. Teachers: Anne Backus
and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice

Rise ‘n’ Shine (adults, parlor, Sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study. Teachers: Cheryl Barr,
Sue Byrne, Hannah Tippett
8

