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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Oak Ridge, Tennessee
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
December 9, 2018  Second Sunday of Advent
*Please stand, in body or in spirit. Text printed in bold italics to be read in unison.

Prelude
Welcome

Variations on Dona Nobis Pacem

arr. David Evan Thomas

Introit
Now the heavens start to whisper, as the veil is growing thin.
Earth from slumber wakes to listen to the stirring, faint within:
Seed of promise, deeply planted, child to spring from Jesse’s stem!
Like the soil beneath the frostline, hearts grow soft to welcome him. (hymn 94)
*Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Candles
The voice of one cries in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord.
Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill made low,
And all flesh shall see it together.
The light grows brighter as we journey through Advent. Today we light the candles of
hope and peace. We yearn for and work toward the day when the lion and the lamb will
slumber together.
Come, Harbinger of Peace, to a world in desperate need of your goodness.
Come, Lord Jesus, come.
*Hymn 96 (tune 152)

On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry

*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
(silent confession)
God of abounding grace, you have sent prophets to call us back to you; yet we
have been slow, at best, to listen. We have followed the latest trends to tell us
what is best for our lives, rather than yielding to your direction. Forgive us, we
pray. Renew your covenant within us, that we might actively reflect your goodwill
to this troubled world; through Christ we pray. Amen.
*Assurance of Forgiveness
*The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
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*Sung Response
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Time with the Children

Sharon Youngs

Children are invited to remain for the rest of the service or go to First Steps.

First Reading
Anthem

Malachi 3:1-4
O Come, Emmanuel

Hagenberg

O come!
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
O come, thou Dayspring come and cheer our spirits by thine Advent here,
and drive away the shades of night, and pierce the clouds and bring us light!
Rejoice! Rejoice Emmanuel, shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, Desire of nations, bind all people in one heart and mind;
Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease, and fill the world with Heaven’s peace.
O come!

Second Reading
Sermon

Luke 3:1-6
Moving Beyond Our Comfort Zone

Sharon Youngs

*Affirmation of Faith The Apostles’ Creed (traditional)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. And in Jesus
Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended
into heaven and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy
Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
Call to Prayer (choir)
Creator of the stars of night, your people’s everlasting light,
O Christ, redeemer of us all, we pray you hear us when we call. (hymn 84)
Prayers of the People - with The Lord’s Prayer (traditional)
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory
forever. Amen.
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The Gathering of Our Gifts
Offertory

Once in Royal David’s City

Gauntlett/Walters

*Doxology (hymn 606) and Prayer of Dedication
Ordination and Installation of Ruling Elders
Sentences of Scripture
There are a variety of gifts, but the same Spirit gives them.
There are different ways of serving God, but the same Lord is served.
God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God’s purpose that
is accomplished.
To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good. Together
we are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
Presentation of the Candidates
Constitutional Questions to the Candidates
Constitutional Questions to the Congregation
Do we, the members of the church, accept these brothers and sisters in Christ as
ruling elders, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the
way of Jesus Christ? We do.
Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they
guide us, serving Jesus Christ who alone is Head of the Church? We do.
Laying On of Hands and Prayer of Ordination
Declaration of Ordination and Installation
*Hymn 106

Prepare the Way, O Zion

*Charge and Blessing
*Sung Response (hymn 105, verse 5)
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today: Love the Lord, is on the way.
Postlude

From Heaven Above
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Gordon Young
(based on German Chorale)
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The poinsettias at the front of the sanctuary for the season have been given in part
by Susan Sharp & Richard Ward who wish to dedicate them today
to the glory of God in the highest.
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church (FPC)!
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. We hope you feel the love that is
present and our joy in having you with us. Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship hall following worship.
 Nursery care is available in the Education building. Ask any of the ushers to direct you, if needed.
 Hearing assistance units and large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
 Audio recordings of sermons and more information on FPC are at fpcor.org. Please call the church office
(483-1318) for audio recordings of the entire service.

TODAY’S WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

WORSHIP NOTES

In our opening hymn, we are pairing the text of
hymn 96, “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s
Cry,” with the tune for hymn 152, which is titled
Puer Nobis Nascitur. We often use this hymn and
tune in Epiphany. The melody is lilting and joyful,
memorable, and easy to sing. The earliest known
copy of the melody is found in a volume of manuscripts dating from 1355, and this version is by the
composer Michael Praetorius (1571-1621).










ANGEL TREE PROJECT
If you selected a name (or names)
of a student or sibling of the Early
Head Start (EHS) program, please
leave your wrapped gifts in the
fellowship hall today. Thank you!

FPC WOMEN’S LUNCH
The FPC women meet for lunch at 12:30 p.m., the
second Monday of each month. To correct the note
in the December issue of The Banner, they meet
tomorrow, Dec. 10, at Dean’s Restaurant in
Jackson Square. Dean’s is one of the local eateries
that donate a portion of their profits to ADFAC
each second Monday.

CIDER & COOKIES
Please bring your favorite
cookies to share at FPC’s
annual hot cider and cookie
exchange during fellowship
time at 10:00 a.m. next
Sunday, Dec. 16.

Liturgist: Matt Lindsey
Acolyte: River Tilley
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: Anne Backus
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Andre Darko, George Darko,
Louise Dunlap, Carolyn Krause, Dave Mullins,
Walt Porter
Counters: Lou Dunlap, Fred Haywood
Flowers: Susan Sharp & Richard Ward
Fellowship Hosts: Mike Hilliard, Dave Mullins
Open/Close: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler






SERVICE OF MEMORY AND HOPE
Sometimes called a “blue Christmas” gathering,
FPC will hold what we call a service of memory
and hope on Tuesday evening, Dec. 18, at 6:30
p.m., in the sanctuary.
While the service is designed
with those in mind for whom
the holiday season is not so
merry and bright, everyone
who desires a quiet, reflective
worship experience will find
it in this simple candlelight
service. It is a way to remember loved ones who
are no longer with us, to gather strength for
present challenges, and to simply be still in the
midst of a bustling, frantic season. Invite friends
and neighbors to join you. If you need a ride,
please let Adrienne know (483-1318).

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
Dec. 9-16, 2018
Sun. 12/9
Second Sunday of Advent
9:00 a.m.
Sunday school classes (see next page)
9:55 a.m.
Choir rehearsal
10:00 a.m.
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)
10:30 a.m.
Worship
1:00 p.m.
AAUW holiday tea (room 102)
Mon. 12/10
10:30 a.m.
ADFAC volunteer lunch (room 102)
11:30 a.m.
Men’s lunch (The Soup Kitchen)
12:30 a.m.
Women’s lunch (Dean’s Restaurant)
5:15 p.m.
ADFAC board meeting (fellowship hall)
6:00 p.m.
Boy Scouts (fellowship hall)
6:00 p.m.
Social concerns (room 6)
Tues. 12/11
9:30 a.m.
Prayer shawl ministry (room 102)
12:15 p.m.
Centering Prayer (sanctuary)
1:00 p.m.
Congregational Care & Welcome (room 6)
2:00 p.m.
Welcome team (room 6)
5:30 p.m.
Property & Maintenance (room 6)
5:30 p.m.
Alcoholics Anonymous (library)
6:30 p.m.
Guitar workshop (room 102)
Wed. 12/12
10:00 a.m.
Staff meeting (Sharon’s office)
11:30 a.m.
Al Anon (library)
6:30 p.m.
Youth council meeting (room 6)
7:00 p.m.
Choir rehearsal
Thurs. 12/13
7:00 p.m.
Finance meeting (Canterfield)
Fri. 12/14
7:30 p.m.
Chinese Bible study (room 6)

Sat. 12/15
8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Sun. 12/16
9:00 a.m.
9:55 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.

Blossom Center fundraiser
(fellowship hall)
Third Sunday of Advent
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Choir rehearsal
Cider & Cookies! (fellowship hall)
Worship
Christmas caroling (meet at church)

Celebrations this week
Birthdays...
12/10 Jenny Lindsey
12/11 Mary Cathcart
12/12 Micah Bostick
Remember those who are …
in healthcare and
retirement communities:
Bob Clausing, Boyd Coker, Lois
Lacy, Anna & Marvin Randolph,
Alex Stuart
homebound:
Sandra Edwards

LOOKING AHEAD
Sun., Dec. 16—10:00 a.m. Cider
& Cookies; 4:30 p.m. Christmas
caroling
Tues., Dec. 18—Service of
Memory and Hope, 6:30 p.m.,
sanctuary
Sun., Dec. 23—Service of
Lessons and Carols during 10:30
a.m. worship
Mon., Dec. 24—Christmas Eve:
4:30 p.m. & 10:30 p.m. Candlelight and Communion services
Sun., Dec. 30—Fifth Sunday
celebration: It’s a Wonderful Life
(details on next page)

FPC youth
FPC youth will not meet tonight.

Sunday school classes for all ages
Snacks and beverages provided

Next Sunday the youth (grades 4-12,
including friends!) will gather at 4:30
p.m. to go Christmas caroling with
other folks from church. Afterward,
we’ll return to the fellowship hall for
cocoa and cookies.

Nursery (through age 3), first floor, Education
building
Kidz Zone (age 4 thru grade 4, Education
building) Music, Godly Play, and learning basic
Bible stories. December lead teachers: Pete
Johnson, Martina Ward
Youth (grades 5-12, gather in fellowship hall)
Discussions on Scripture and faith and how to
apply them to issues that confront youth. Lead
teacher: Peggy Terpstra
The Jugglers [adults, room 100 (library), in the
Activities building] Deepening one’s faith while
juggling everything else. Present focus: Juggling
work without dropping the ball. Facilitator:
Sharon Youngs
Early Birds (adults, room 6, sanctuary building)
Prayer, conversation, and Bible study. Teachers:
Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
Rise ‘n’ Shine (adults, parlor, Sanctuary
building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah
Tippett

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
The midweek Bible study is taking a break
until January 9, 2019, when the new study
topic will be women of the Bible.

BLOSSOM CENTER FUNDRAISER
Blossom Center’s Christmas Bake Sale
and Silent Auction with soup and chili for
sale will be held here at First Presbyterian
this Saturday, Dec.15, from 8:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m. For more information, contact
Creed Mushimbo at (865) 370-5443.
Proceeds from the fundraiser will be used
to support the daily functions of this
extended hours childcare center. FPC
members and friends are invited to help
support this much needed service in our
community.

Please sign up on the flower calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall to donate
flowers ($35) for worship in memory or honor of a person or occasion.

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS—DECEMBER

16

Liturgist: TBA
Acolyte: Avery Myers
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: Nanette King
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Anne Backus, Bill Bostick, Pat
Clark, Kate Fulcher, Joe Gray, Matt Lindsey,
Lewis Phillips, Tammy Pietrzak, Susan Sharp
Counters: Bill Bostick, Susan Sharp
Flowers: Shirley Knight
Fellowship Hosts: Lou Dunlap, Margaret
Ann King
Open/Close: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

BOY SCOUT LUNCH TODAY
Please join the scouts of Troop 42 for lunch
after church today. This is a fundraiser for
scouts going to Philmont in June 2019.
Lunch will be chili (with cheese and sour
cream), cornbread, and various desserts.
Tea, lemonade, water, and coffee will be
provided. There will also be a vegetarian
chili. Suggested donation is $7/person ($20
max per family). There will be a slide show
of previous Philmont trips during the meal.

OPPORTUNITY FOR SERVICE IN THE NEW YEAR
Would you like to make a difference in the life of a child? Willowbrook Educational
Outreach starts January 10 with our FPC volunteer training kickoff, 9:30 to 11:00
a.m., at Willowbrook Elementary School. Project members commit to working one
shift a week, January to May, at Willowbrook to support a teacher(s) and consistent
group of children with reading, math, or small group activities. Custom placements
will be made to match the interests and schedule of the volunteer. If this sounds like
something you might want to do or learn more about, see Sue Byrne or Rosalyn
McKeown-Ice.

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
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P.O. Box 6106  Oak Ridge, TN 37831  (865) 483-1318  fpcor.org
Located at 1051 Oak Ridge Turnpike on the corner of Lafayette
Church Office Hours: 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.—12:30 - 4:00 p.m.
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