First Presbyterian Church
December 2, 2018 • 10:30 a.m.

+

+

+

Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Oak Ridge, Tennessee
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
December 2, 2018  First Sunday of Advent
*Please stand, in body or in spirit. Text printed in bold italics to be read in unison.

Prelude
Welcome

O Come, O Come Emmanuel

Plainsong/arr. Martin

Introit
O Lord, how shall I meet you, and welcome you aright?
Your people long to greet you, my hope, my heart’s delight!
O kindle, Lord most holy, a lamp within my breast,
to do in spirit lowly all that may please you best. (hymn 104)
*Call to Worship and Lighting of the Advent Candle
Awake! Rejoice! Prepare to meet your God!
Christ is coming: Open the door, sweep the path, prepare the way!
Today we light the candle of Hope. Though the world seems dark and cold, we know
that the light of the Christ child is coming.
We await the coming of the Prince of Peace, who will reign with compassion
and justice.
*Hymn 88

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
(silent confession)
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule.
Yet we confess that we are not ready for your coming. We live in sin, as though
there were no justice. We live in fear, as though there were no grace. Forgive us,
Lord. Show us your mercy and steadfast love. Lead us in your truth, that we
might quicken our pace in sharing your compassion with others; in the name of
the coming Christ we pray. Amen.
*Assurance of Forgiveness
*The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
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*Sung Response
Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Time with the Children

Sharon Youngs

Children are invited to remain for the rest of the service or go to First Steps.

First Reading
Anthem

Jeremiah 33:14-16
How Long?

Miller

We wait for your coming, we wait for new life,
we wait in our despairing, we wait through the strife.
But how long? How long? How much longer must we wait?
Lord, we are forsaken, we yearn to be free,
You said, “Change is gonna come,” but right now we can’t breathe.
How long? How long? How much longer must we wait?
How long? How long? How much longer can we wait?

Second Reading
Sermon

Luke 21:25-36
More than Meets the Eye

Sharon Youngs

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Hymn 508 Come to the Table
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Eternal God, holy and mighty … we join our voices in unending praise:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
We give you thanks for Jesus … enabled us to know life eternal.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Lord of light and darkness … honor are yours, Holy God, now and forever.
Amen.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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Breaking of the Bread, Pouring of the Cup
Sharing of the Elements
[Communion is served by intinction today. You are invited to come forward to
receive a serving of bread, dip the bread into the chalice, and then eat the bread.]

Prayer after Communion
God our hope, we give you thanks that you have given us this foretaste of the
justice, righteousness, and peace of your promised new creation. Strengthen
us with this heavenly food as we seek to serve your holy realm. Amen.
The Gathering of Our Gifts
Offertory

Song of Hope and Adoration

Louise Godfrey Ogle

*Doxology (hymn 606) and Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn 105

People, Look East

*Charge and Blessing
*Sung Response (hymn 105, verse 5)
Angels, announce with shouts of mirth Christ who brings new life to earth.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today: Love the Lord, is on the way.
Postlude

Festive Postlude

+

+

+

+

Edward Broughton

+

The poinsettias at the front of the sanctuary for the season have been given in part
by Bonnie and Syd Murray who wish to dedicate them today to the glory of God
and in celebration of their wedding anniversary.
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church (FPC)!
No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. We hope you feel the love that is
present and our joy in having you with us. Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship hall following worship.
 Nursery care is available in the Education building. Ask any of the ushers to direct you, if needed.
 Hearing assistance units and large print bulletins are available from the ushers.
 Audio recordings of sermons and more information on FPC are at fpcor.org. Please call the church office
(483-1318) for audio recordings of the entire service.

TODAY’S WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

WORSHIP NOTES

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, and we begin
our journey to Bethlehem. In the music of our
anthem today, ‘How Long?’, listen for extended
note values on the word ‘long.’ In the words of the
composer, Mark Miller, “It is not words alone but words set to melody - that give us courage,
melt our fears, and propel us into the struggle for
justice.”










Each Communion Sunday you have the
opportunity to make a gift to the Minister's
Discretionary Fund, used by the pastor for
emergency and pastoral needs of church
members and others in our community.
Make checks payable to First Presbyterian
Church and put “MDF” on the memo line,
or use the QR code on the back page give

Liturgist: Wendy Myers
Acolyte: Rebecca Davenport
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: McKenzie Hale
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Richard Alexander, Priscilla Campbell,
Irene Darko, Linda Fall, Bonnie Murray, Shirley
Sauls, Jim Tonne
Counters: Gene Ice, Shirley Sauls
Flowers: Bonnie & Syd Murray
Fellowship Hosts: Jere Duke, Judy Greeson
Open/Close: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler




ANGEL TREE PROJECT
If you selected a name (or
names) of a student or sibling
of the Early Head Start (EHS)
program, please leave your
wrapped gifts in the fellowship
hall next Sunday, Dec. 9, for
delivery to EHS. Thank you!

WELCOME TABLE THURS, NOV. 1
Welcome Table is this Thursday, Dec. 6. Dinner
is served from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship
hall. Menu: mac n’ cheese, fruit, and salad.

PACK THE PANTRY
If you brought canned and
packaged foods today for the food
pantry, please put them in the
wagon in the narthex. Thank you!

CIDER & COOKIES
Please bring your favorite
cookies to share at FPC’s
annual hot cider and cookie
exchange during fellowship
time at 10:00 a.m. on
Sunday, Dec. 16.



CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
Dec. 2-9, 2018

Our new Sunday morning schedule begins—
Sun. 12/2
9:00 a.m.
9:55 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

First Sunday of Advent
Sunday school classes (all ages! see insert)
Choir rehearsal
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)
Worship
Worship committee (room 6)
Jane Aker’s memorial service (sanctuary)

Mon. 12/3
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Men’s lunch (The Soup Kitchen)
Boy Scouts (fellowship hall)
Christian education (room 6)

Tues. 12/4
9:30 a.m.
12:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Prayer shawl ministry (room 101)
Centering Prayer (sanctuary)
Alcoholics Anonymous (library)
Guitar workshop (room 102)

Wed. 12/5
9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Staff meeting (Sharon’s office)
Al Anon (library)
ADFAC lunch meeting (room 102)
Choir rehearsal

Thurs. 12/6
5:00 p.m.

Welcome Table (fellowship hall)

Fri. 12/7
7:30 p.m.

Chinese Bible study (room 6)

Sat. 12/8
9:00 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
Sun. 12/9
9:00 a.m.
9:55 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

Elder training (room 6)
FPC youth—dinner and parade viewing!
Second Sunday of Advent
Sunday school classes (all ages! see insert)
Choir rehearsal
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)
Worship
AAUW holiday tea (room 102)

12/2
12/3
12/3
12/5
12/6
12/1
12/2
12/8

Celebrations this week
Birthdays...
Diane Krause
Eric Darko
Lewis Phillips
Tammy Pietrzak
Mimi Tilley
...and anniversaries
Gail & Phil King
Bonnie & Syd Murray
Bill & Debbie Bostick

Remember those who are …
in healthcare and
retirement communities:
Bob Clausing, Boyd Coker, Lois
Lacy, Anna & Marvin Randolph,
Alex Stuart
homebound:
Sandra Edwards

LOOKING AHEAD
Thurs., Dec. 6—Welcome Table,
5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
Sat., Dec. 8—5:00 p.m. FPC
Youth dinner and Oak Ridge
Christmas parade
Sun., Dec. 16—10:00 a.m. Cider
& Cookies; 4:30 p.m. Christmas
caroling
Tues., Dec. 18—Service of
Memory and Hope, 6:30 p.m.,
sanctuary
Sun., Dec. 23—Service of
Lessons and Carols during 10:30
a.m. worship

FPC youth
FPC youth will not meet tonight.
This Saturday, Dec. 8, the youth (grades
4-12) are invited to gather for dinner at
5:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall and then
watch the Oak Ridge Christmas parade
together. Bring friends!

MIDWEEK BIBLE STUDY
The midweek Bible study is taking a break
until January 9, 2019, when the new study
topic will be women of the Bible.

Sunday school classes for all ages
Snacks and beverages provided
Nursery (through age 3), first floor, Education building
Kidz Zone
(age 4 thru grade 4, Education building) Music, Godly Play, and learning basic Bible
stories. December lead teachers: Pete Johnson, Martina Ward
Youth
(grades 5-12, gather in fellowship hall) Discussions on Scripture and faith and how to
apply them to issues that confront youth. Lead teacher: Peggy Terpstra
Where Faith and Life Intersect
[young adults & parents of children, room 100 (library) in the Activities building]
Deepening one's faith while juggling everything else. Facilitator: Sharon Youngs
Early Birds
(adults, room 6, sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
Teachers: Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
Rise 'n' Shine
(adults, parlor, Sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah Tippett

Please sign up on the flower calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall to donate
flowers ($35) for worship in memory or honor of a person or occasion.

WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS—DECEMBER
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Liturgist: Matt Lindsey
Acolytes: River Tilley
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: Anne Backus
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Andre Darko, George Darko, Louise
Dunlap, Carolyn Krause, Dave Mullins, Walt Porter
Counters: Lou Dunlap, Fred Haywood
Flowers: Susan Sharp & Richard Ward
Fellowship Hosts: Mike Hilliard, Dave Mullins
Open/Close: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

FPC COMMUNITY GARDEN
The First Presbyterian Community Garden
has three ground-level garden plots and two
raised garden boxes available. If you want
to become a gardener in our Community
Garden, contact Peggy Bertrand Terpstra
(peggybertrandmail@gmail.com) this week.

OPPORTUNITY TO HELP FIRE VICTIMS
The devastating news from the California wildfires
continues to come daily. You can help by (1) praying
for victims and first responders and (2) donating
through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance: pcusa.org/
GIVE-wildfires

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
Sharon Youngs
Anna Thomas
Kenya Frazier
Adrienne Potter

Parish Associate for Pastoral Care

Director of Music

Bob Cantrell
Peggy Hinkle

Children & Youth Ministries

Omer Breeden

Custodian

Pastor

Organist

Office Manager

P.O. Box 6106  Oak Ridge, TN 37831  (865) 483-1318  fpcor.org
Located at 1051 Oak Ridge Turnpike on the corner of Lafayette
Church Office Hours: 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.—12:30 - 4:00 p.m.

give online

