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(For the sake of brevity, we occasionally sing selected verses of hymns.)

Prelude
Welcome
Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 123)
To you, O God, we lift up our eyes, you who are enthroned in the heavens!
Our eyes look to you, O God, our source of life and goodness.
Watch and wait, for the great day of the Lord is near and hastening fast;
We watch and wait with courage, faith, and hope.
Hymn

There’s a Sweet, Sweet Spirit
(Glory to God, 408)
There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the Spirit of the Lord;
There are sweet expressions on each face, and I know they feel the presence of the Lord.
Refrain:
Sweet Holy Spirit, sweet heavenly Dove,
Stay right here with us, filling us with your love,
And for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise;
Without a doubt we’ll know that we have been revived
When we shall leave this place.
There are blessings you cannot receive til you know him in his fullness and believe;
You’re the one to profit when you say, “I am going to walk with Jesus all the way.”
(Refrain)

Prayer of Confession
Masterful Creator, you have endowed us with more than we need to be your faithful
people in and for this world. Yet, we confess that we have squandered your gifts and
used them as if they had been given for us alone. We have not done your will, we have
rebelled against your love, we have not responded to the cries of the needy. Forgive
us, we pray. Restore to us the joy of serving you, that others might know your
economy of abundant grace; through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
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Sung Response
The Steadfast Love of the Lord
(Glory to God, 59)
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an end.
They are new every morning, new every morning;
Great is your faithfulness, O Lord, great is your faithfulness.
Scripture Reading
Sermon

Matthew 25:14-30
Talented

Musical Reflection

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
(verses 1 and 2)
God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store,
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door:
Gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise;
Thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

Sharon Youngs
(Glory to God, 716)

Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
All at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one.
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone.
Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.
Call to Prayer
Come, Bring Your Burdens to God
Come, bring your burdens to God; come, bring your burdens to God;
Come, bring your burdens to God, for Jesus will never say no.

(Glory to God, 851)

Prayers of the People - with the Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Hymn

Called as Partners in Christ’s Service
(verses 1, 2, and 3)
Called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of grace,
We respond with deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace.
May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend,
Equal partners in our caring to fulfill God’s chosen end.

(Glory to God, 761)

Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, Christ’s clear call to work and worth,
Let us follow, never faltering, reconciling folk on earth.
Men and women, richer, poorer, all God’s people, young and old,
Blending human skills together gracious gifts from God unfold.
Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission, in a small or global sense,
Help us bear each other’s burdens, breaking down each wall or fence.
Words of comfort, words of vision, words of challenge, said with care,
Bring new power and strength for action, make us colleagues, free and fair.
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Charge and Blessing
Sung Response
Irish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you, may the wind blow at your back,
May the sun shine warmly on your face. May the rain fall softly on your field,
And until we meet again, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen.
Postlude






No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, or your faith journey,
you are welcome at First Presbyterian Church.






Announcements
There's a meeting of the congregation right after worship this morning for the purpose of electing a new
class of ruling elders. FPC members who join virtually will find the Zoom link to the meeting in this past
Friday's email from Sharon.
Conversation on loss: this monthly gathering, hosted by Elaine Wilson, will be held on Zoom next Sunday,
Nov. 22, beginning at 1:00 p.m. Please look for the Zoom link in this week’s congregational email.

Susan Reisinger will be our preacher next Sunday, Nov. 22, as Sharon takes a couple days of vacation.

Weekly online gatherings
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links.)
Mondays:
9:30 a.m.
Wednesdays:
5:30 p.m.
Thursdays:
7:00 p.m.

Sundays:
9:00 a.m. classes Early Birds, Rise ‘n’ Shine, and
Let’s Talk About It
11:00 a.m.
Post-worship fellowship
11:30 a.m.
Pathfinders: children’s class
5:30 p.m.
Faith seekers: Youth class

Coffee Chat with Sharon
Mid-week Bible study
Brewing Questions

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
P.O. Box 6106 ❖ Oak Ridge, TN 37831 ❖ (865) 483-1318
❖ fpcor.org ❖ on Facebook at First Presbyterian Church, Oak Ridge, TN
Rev. Sharon Youngs, Pastor
Anna Thomas, Director of Music Peggy Hinkle, Organist Adrienne Walker, Office Manager
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of FPC. You can mail your regular financial
contribution to FPC (address at left) or give online using the QR code here or via the link on fpcor.org.
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give online

