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(For the sake of brevity, we occasionally sing selected verses of hymns.)

Prelude
Welcome
Call to Worship (from Psalm 108)
My heart is steadfast, O God; I will sing and make melody.
I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples.
I will sing praises to you among the nations,
for your steadfast love is higher than the heavens,
And your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.
Hymn 716
God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store,
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door:
Gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise;
Thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.
Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
All at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one.
Now direct our daily labor, lest we strive for self alone.
Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.
Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through powers your grace conferred:
Ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word.
Open wide our hands in sharing as we heed Christ’s ageless call,
Healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.
Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
Too often, God, we lag in zeal when it comes to being your followers. Too often,
we are half-hearted in our service, reluctant to help in uncomfortable situations or
inconvenient times. Too often, we are hesitant in our proclamation, preferring safe
and suitable opportunities to speak of our faith. Too often, our staying power simply
falters. Forgive us, Lord. Awaken us and renew us, that we might share the good news
of the gospel in word and deed; in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness
The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.

2

Sung Response
Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
(Glory to God, 753, verse 4)
Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.
Scripture Reading
Sermon

Acts 20:7-12
Sleeping in Church

Larry Dipboye

Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith)
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God,
the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in God the Holy
Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through
faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. With believers in
every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Call to Prayer

Come and Find the Quiet Center

Shirley Erena Murray

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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Hymn 536

Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen
(verses 2, 3, and 4)
Rise, transformed, and choose to follow after Christ, though wounded, whole;
Broken, shared, our lives are hallowed to release and to console.
Alleluia, alleluia: Christ, our present, past, and goal.
Rise, remember well the future God has called us to receive;
Present by God’s loving nurture, Spirited then let us live.
Alleluia, alleluia: Spirit, grace by whom we live.
Service be our sure vocation; courage be our daily breath;
Mercy be our destination from this day and unto death.
Alleluia, alleluia. Rise, O church, a living faith.

Charge and Blessing
Sung Response
Irish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you, may the wind blow at your back,
May the sun shine warmly on your face. May the rain fall softly on your field,
And until we meet again, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen.
Postlude






The flowers are given today by Candice & Dennis Strickler to the glory of God
and in memory of their parents.

Announcements
—Thank you to Larry Dipboye for preaching for us today and Carolyn Dipboye for serving as liturgist.
—Our 5th Sunday ice cream social is Sunday, Aug. 29 (observing COVID protocols), which will conclude our
contributions to Soles for Souls. Between now and the 29th, you are invited to bring to the church any shoes
you no longer need or want (please rubber-band pairs of shoes together). Condition of the shoes does not
matter. Thank you!
—Due to an increase in demand, the Welcome Table food pantry has an urgent need for canned food:
vegetables of all kinds (except tomatoes), canned fruit, canned pasta, meats, and soups. Thank you!
Weekly gatherings
(See weekly emails for details.)
Sundays:
9:00 a.m. classes Early Birds; Rise ‘n’ Shine
11:30 a.m.
Post-worship fellowship
Tuesdays:
12:15 p.m.
Centering prayer
Wednesdays:
5:30 p.m.
Midweek Bible study
Thursdays:
7:00 p.m.
Brewing Questions

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
P.O. Box 6106 ❖ Oak Ridge, TN 37831 ❖ (865) 483-1318
❖ fpcor.org ❖ on Facebook at First Presbyterian Church, Oak Ridge, TN
Church office open 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
Sharon Youngs, Pastor Anna Thomas, Director of Music
Peggy Hinkle, Organist Devin Earhart, Technical Assistant
Adrienne Walker, Office Manager
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries
of FPC. You can mail your financial contribution to FPC
(address above) or give online using the QR code here
or via the link on fpcor.org.
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