FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Oak Ridge, Tennessee
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
August 4, 2019  Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
*Please stand, in body or in spirit. Text printed in bold italics to be read in unison.

Prelude
Welcome
Introit

Blessed Assurance

Knapp/arr. Sanborn

Give thanks to God who hears our cries and saves us in troubled days
With wondrous works to humankind that call for highest praise.
Let all who know God’s saving love sing grateful songs always.

*Call to Worship
We are people who have been called to follow where God leads us.
By faith we can obey, even when asked to walk into an unknown future.
We are people who have been challenged to tell God's story to others.
By faith we have the ability to share the good news.
We are God's children who are invited to feast at the Table of grace.
By faith we will embrace our sisters and brothers in Christ.
*Hymn 410

God Is Calling through the Whisper

*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
(silent confession)
We do not find it easy to speak of how we do not live as your people, but you
invite us to share our weaknesses and failures with you, Inviting God. Tempted
to think your salvation is for a select few, we put up barriers for others. Clinging
to all you give to us, we are reluctant to share with those in need. Surrounded by
evil and violence, we find it easier to close ranks with those just like us, rather
than seeking peace and reconciliation for our world. Forgive us, Salvation's God.
Open our eyes to our sisters and brothers all around us. Open our ears to the
word of hope you speak to us. Open our spirits to the presence of Jesus Christ,
our Lord and Savior, who flings wide the open doors of your kingdom, that all
might find life with you.
*Assurance of Forgiveness
There is nothing to fear. God's hope is more tenacious than our despair; God's joy is
more resilient than our grief; God's love is more compelling than our hate.
By grace, we are gathered to God. By faith, we rest in God's promises of
forgiveness and restoration. Thanks be to God! Amen.
*The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
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*Sung Response (hymn 59)
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
God’s mercies never come to an end.
They are new every morning, new every morning;
Great is your faithfulness, O Lord, great is your faithfulness
Time with the Children

Mike Hilliard

Children through grade 2 are invited to remain for the rest of the service or go to First Steps.

Blessing of the Backpacks
God of wisdom and understanding, we pray your blessing upon these and all
students, young and old, as they begin this new school year. We ask your
blessing on those who teach and those who learn. May they feel your presence
and our prayers as they study and grow. Prompt us all to be lifelong learners of
your way; through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
Commissioning of Teachers
The gifts God gave were that some would be teachers, to equip the saints for
the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ.
Until all of us come to the measure of the full stature of Christ.
God of wisdom, bless those among us who have accepted the call
to be teachers this year.
Fill them with energy, stir their intelligence, unleash their imagination,
and deepen their love for you and their students.
Bless all of their students, from youngest to oldest, who seek to know more
about you and what it means to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with
you each day.
Give them ears to hear, minds to understand, and the will to live out their
learnings. Amen.
First Reading
Anthem

Psalm 22:19-28
Be Still, I Am God

There’s an island covered up in water, hear my prayer.
Tell me that you see this, hear my prayer.
Children are told that there’s good in the world; what do I tell them?
Tell me that you see this, hear my prayer.
Be still, be still, I am God. I know it seems like I’m not listening.
Be still, be still, I am God. Look around you, I’m always here.
There’s a man that’s covered up in problems, hear my prayer.
Tell me that you see this, hear my prayer.
These things are here in a world that you made, what can you tell me?
Be still, be still, I am God. I know it seems like I’m not listening.
Be still, be still, I am God. Look around you, I’m always here.
Kyrie eleison. Kyrie eleison. (Lord have mercy)
There’s a boy that has to go away now, hear my prayer.
Tell me that you see this, hear my prayer.
You say that faith is the one thing I need; how do I do that?
Be still, be still, I am God. I know it seems like I’m not listening.
Be still, be still, I am God. Look around you, I’m always here.
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Werner

Second Reading

1 Kings 19:1-15a

Sermon

Listen to the Quiet

Hymn 824

Susan Reisinger

Near to the Heart of God

*Affirmation of Faith (written by John Birch)
This world would deny you, Lord, and rely on human wisdom in their search for
answers to questions they have yet to ask, but we will praise you, and exalt your
name, for we know that you are Alpha, the beginning of all things, and Omega,
the end, and all that is between. We have known your healing. We have known
your provision. We have known your victory. Our sorrow has turned into dancing
and our tears to songs of joy. We shall praise you ever more. Amen
Call to Prayer (hymn 821, all sing)
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing?
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?
Prayers of the People - with The Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.
{

The Gathering of Our Gifts
Offertory

Andante Religioso

Francis Thomé

*Doxology (hymn 606) and Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn 177

I Will Come to You

*Charge and Blessing
*Sung Response

Irish Blessing

Postlude

(see inside back cover of hymnal)

Chorale

*

*

*

Léon Boëllman

*

*

Today’s flowers are given by Candice & Dennis Strickler to the glory of God
and in memory of their parents.
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church (FPC)!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
We hope you feel the love that is present and our joy in having you with us.
 Nursery care is available in the Education building. Ask any of the usher s to dir ect you, if needed.
 Children’s and large print bulletins, and hearing-assistance units ar e available fr om the usher s.
 Audio recordings of ser mons and mor e infor mation on FPC ar e at fpcor .or g. Please call the chur ch office
(483-1318) for audio recordings of the entire service.

Worship notes
The theme of the day is beginnings - students are
beginning a new school year, we have a brand new
month, and education classes begin today. Look
for new faces and welcome them! Look for
opportunities to reach out and serve in new ways!






Blessing of the backpacks

This morning during Time with
the Children, all children and
youth—as well as any adult
“kids at heart” who are teachers,
students or beginning new work
projects for the fall—are invited to bring their
backpacks or work bags to church for a special
“blessing of the backpacks.”






Church Life & Witness team
There is a meeting in the fellowship hall of the
committees that make up the Church Life &
Witness team today at noon following fellowship
time. Lunch will be provided.

Afternoon concert today

Steve Boyce, tenor, with Anna Thomas, flute, and
John Purifoy, piano are presenting a concert today
at 3:00 p.m. CST, at Pleasant Hill Community
Church, 67 Church Drive, Crossville, 38571.

FPC youth meet tonight

The FPC youth (grades 4-12) resume meeting for
their regular Sunday evening dinner and activity
tonight 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., in the fellowship hall.
They will be making a “welcome back” banner
for Sharon.

Today’s worship volunteers
Liturgist: Anne Backus
Time with Children: Mike Hilliar d
First Steps: TBA
Sound: Car olyn Kr ause
Ushers: Ter esa Br ittain, Mar y Childr ess,
Gail King, Phillip King, Anna Robinson, Roger
Ryburn, Dennis Strickler
Counters: Gene Ice, Gail King
Flowers: Candice & Dennis Str ickler
Nametags: Fr ed & Sally Haywood
Fellowship Host: Fr ed & Sally Haywood
Open/Close: Fr ed Allison, Dan Ter pstr a






A huge “Welcome back!” to our organist,
Peggy Hinkle!

Canoeing the Mountains

The “Rise and Shine” adult class
is reviewing Canoeing the
Mountains by Tod Bolsinger in
preparation for conversation with
Sharon upon her return from
sabbatical. Join the conversation
at 9:00 a.m. in room 6 next to the
sanctuary. You don't have to read
the book in advance, and we’ll provide the coffee.

Living Waters
for the World

A special offering for Living Waters
for the World will be received next
Sunday, Aug. 11. See the August
edition of The Banner for more information about
LWW.Please make checks payable to FPC and
write LWW on the memo line, or use the QR code
on the back of the announcements to give online.

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
August 4-11, 2019
Sun. 8/4
9:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Mon. 8/5
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Choir rehearsal
Worship
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)
Church Life & Witness meeting
(fellowship hall)
FPC youth group (fellowship hall)
Men’s lunch (The Soup Kitchen)
Scouts BSA Troop 42
(fellowship hall, room 102)

Tues. 8/6
11:00 p.m.
12:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Staff meeting (room 6)
Centering prayer (sanctuary)
Guitar workshop (room 102)

Wed. 8/7
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Al Anon (library)
Early Birds book discussion (parlor)
Choir rehearsal

Thurs. 8/8
5:00 p.m.

Welcome Table (fellowship hall)

Fri. 8/9
7:30 p.m.

Chinese Bible study (room 6)

Sat. 8/10
6:00 p.m.

Oak Ridge Pokemon Go meeting (room 102)

Sun. 8/11
9:00 a.m.
10:06 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Choir rehearsal
Worship
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)
FPC youth group (fellowship hall)

Fellowship time note

8/6
8/9
8/9
8/7

Celebrations this week
Birthdays...
Ronnie Griffin
Cheryl Bast
Teresa Brittain
and anniversaries...
Candice & Dennis Strickler

Remember those who are …
in healthcare and
retirement communities:
Connie Book, Bob Clausing, Boyd
Coker, Lois Lacy, Anna & Marvin
Randolph, Alex Stuart
homebound:
Sandra Edwards

Looking ahead
Sun., Aug. 18—Farewell reception
for Susan Reisinger following
worship
Sun. Aug. 25—A “Welcome back”
potluck lunch for Sharon’s return
from sabbatical
Mon., Aug. 26—Coffee Chat at 9:30
a.m. in room 6
Sat., Aug. 31—“Uncensored” at
9:00 a.m. in room 102

Please join us after worship in the fellowship hall for refreshments and time to connect
with church family, friends, and guests. Coffee & tea will be available until noon.

Sunday school
9:00 a.m.
Nursery (through age 3), fir st floor , Education
building
Rise 'n' Shine—(adults, Room 6, Sanctuary
building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
The class is doing a book discussion in early
August (see next page) after which they will
return to studying Exodus. Teachers: Cheryl Barr,
Sue Byrne, Hannah Tippett
Early Birds—(adults, Parlor, sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study. The
class is currently studying the Apocrypha.
Teachers: Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeownIce
KidzZone/Youth class—(combined class for
ages 4 years through grade 12, second floor
Education building)

The FPC youth (grades 4-12) meet regularly on
Sunday evenings for dinner and an activity, 5:307:00 p.m., in the fellowship hall. Below is what’s
ahead for August:
Sunday, Aug. 4—We’ll be making a
“welcome back” banner for Pastor Sharon.
Sunday, Aug. 11—It’s game night! Parents
are invited, too. While the youth play games,
parents will meet to plan future events.

Sunday, Aug. 18—Scavenger hunt time!

Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study will
resume meeting after Labor Day.

New Adult Sunday School Class:
Let’s Talk About It!

Join us next Sunday, August 11 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 102 for a video-based
topical conversation, starting with Global W eirding with Katharine Hayhoe.
See Dan Terpstra for details.

Please sign up on the 2019 flower calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall
to donate flowers ($35) for worship in memory or honor of a person or occasion.

worship volunteers—August 11
Liturgist: Mimi Tilley
Acolyte: TBA
Time with Children: Colin Colver son
First Steps: TBA
Sound: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Richar d Alexander , Pr iscilla Campbell,
Irene Darko, Linda Fall, Bonnie Murray, Shirley
Sauls, Jim Tonne
Counters: Matt Lindsey, Shir ley Sauls
Flowers: J er e & J er i Duke
Nametags: Ryan & Wes Tilley, and family
Fellowship Host: Peggy Claibor ne, Shir ley Sauls
Open/Close: Fr ed Allison, Dan Ter pstr a

Susan Reisinger, our sabbatical
supply preacher, is in the office on
Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m., as well as being here on
Sundays. You can reach her by
email at reisinger1201@icloud.com
or by phone at (856) 261-5436.
Please note that the area code is
similar to, but different from, the
local area code.

Help Pack the Pantry!

The food pantry is in need of whole grain cereals, pasta,
canned fruit, peanut butter, and soups. Other items are
welcome, too. You can leave donations in the wagon in
the narthex.

Welcome table this Thursday

This Thursday, Aug. 8, is our next Welcome Table at 5:00 p.m. in
the fellowship hall. Come share a meal with community friends and
church family.

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
Susan Reisinger Sabbatical Supply Pastor
Anna Thomas
Director of Music
Omer Breeden Custodian

Bob Cantrell
Peggy Hinkle
Adrienne Potter

Parish Associate for Pastoral Care
Organist
Office Manager

P.O. Box 6106  Oak Ridge, TN 37831  (865) 483-1318  fpcor.org
Located at 1051 Oak Ridge Turnpike on the corner of Lafayette
Church Office Hours: 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.—12:30 - 4:00 p.m.
give online

