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Prelude
Welcome
Call to Worship
A word of encouragement came from prophet to people;
Live a life that is full – build, plant, eat, love, multiply-Pray for your communities
Keep God in the center of all that is.
We enter into worship today with hope in our hearts
For something happens here that reminds us that we can live as God desires
God has made a promise of faithfulness to us
and we can trust the promise.

Hymn

God of Great and God of Small
God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,
God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

(Glory to God, 19)

God of land and sky and sea, God of life and destiny,
God of neverending power, yet beside me every hour,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.
God of silence, God of sound, God by whom the lost are found,
God of day and darkest night, God whose love turns wrong to right,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.
God of heaven and God of earth, God of death and God of birth,
God of now and days before, God who reigns forevermore,
Alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.
Prayer of Confession
Saving God, like Israel before us we are filled with joy when you deliver us from
bondage and we praise you when you vanquish our foes. Yet we are less trusting
when you lead us into the desert: the long way, the unknown path, the journey of trial,
trust, and refining. Forgive us for questioning the path you have chosen for us.
Forgive our complaining along the way. Forgive the times we’ve stumbled when the
journey was long and hard. Deliver us from our Egypts. Lead us on our unexpected
journeys. Sustain us in our deserts. Bring us to our promised lands. Amen.
The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
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Sung Response
The Steadfast Love of the Lord
(Glory to God, 59)
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an end.
They are new every morning, new every morning;
Great is your faithfulness, O Lord, great is your faithfulness.
Scripture Reading

Genesis 29:15-28

Sermon

Wrestling with God

Susan Reisinger

Musical Reflection
When We Are Tested
(Glory to God, 783)
When we are tested and wrestle alone, famished for bread when the world offers stone,
Nourish us, God, by your word and your way, food that sustains us by night and by day.
When in the desert we cry for relief, pleading for paths marked by certain belief,
Lift us to love you beyond sign and test, trusting your presence, our only true rest.
When we are tempted to barter our souls, trading the truth for the power to control,
Teach us to worship and praise only you, seeking your will in the work that we do.

When we have struggled and searched through the night,
Sorting and sifting the wrong from the right,
Savior, surround us with circles of care, angels of healing, of hope, and of prayer.
Call to Prayer

Come, Bring Your Burdens to God
(sing twice)
Come, bring your burdens to God; come bring your burdens to God;
Come, bring your burdens to God, for Jesus will never say no.

(Glory to God, 851)

Prayers of the People - with the Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Hymn

God, You Spin the Whirling Planets
(Glory to God, 23)
God, you spin the whirling planets, fill the seas and spread the plain,
Mold the mountains, fashion blossoms, call forth sunshine, wind, and rain.
We, created in your image, would a true reflection be
Of your justice, grace, and mercy and the truth that makes us free.
You have called us to be faithful in our life and ministry. We respond in grateful worship
Joined in one community. When we blur your gracious image, focus us and make us whole.
Healed and strengthened as your people, we move onward toward your goal.
God, your word is still creating, calling us to life made new. Now reveal to us fresh vistas
Where there’s work to dare and do. Keep us clear of all distortion. Polish us with loving care.
Thus, new creatures in your image, we’ll proclaim Christ everywhere.
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Charge and Blessing
Sung Response
Irish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you, may the wind blow at your back,
May the sun shine warmly on your face. May the rain fall softly on your field,
And until we meet again, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen.
Postlude






No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, or your faith journey,
you are welcome at First Presbyterian Church.

Announcements:
The online post-communion fellowship will not gather today. Join us next Sunday via Zoom!
Today through Tuesday, Aug 2 - 4, the "Let's Talk About It" class is hosting a virtual movie night, featuring
Come Hell or High Water: The Battle for Turkey Creek. Bring your own popcorn and stream the movie using
the link in last Thursday’s email, or contact Dan Terpstra (danterpstramail@gmail.com or 216-6974).
The film follows the painful but inspiring journey of Derrick Evans, a Boston teacher who moves home to
coastal Mississippi when the graves of his ancestors are bulldozed to make way for the sprawling city of
Gulfport. There's a webinar with the director on Wednesday, Aug. 5, at 8:00 p.m., and Let's Talk About It will
be discussing the movie again next Sunday, Aug. 9, at 9:00 a.m.
Next Sunday, Aug. 9, we will receive a special offering for Living Waters for the World. Even though we will
not be able to receive it in person, please consider making a gift to help others around the world have access
to clean, safe water. You can make a gift online, or mail a check to FPC with “LWW” on the memo line.

Weekly online gatherings
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links.)
Sundays:
9:00 a.m. classes Early Birds
Rise ‘n’ Shine
Let’s Talk About It
5:30 p.m.
Youth group

Mondays:
9:00 a.m.
Wednesdays:
5:30 p.m.
Thursdays:
7:00 p.m.

Coffee Chat with Sharon
Mid-week Bible study

Brewing Questions

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
P.O. Box 6106 ❖ Oak Ridge, TN 37831 ❖ (865) 483-1318
❖ fpcor.org ❖ on Facebook at First Presbyterian Church, Oak Ridge, TN
Rev. Sharon Youngs, Pastor

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of FPC. You can mail your regular financial
contribution to FPC (address at left) or give online using the QR code here or via the link on fpcor.org.
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give online

