FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Oak Ridge, Tennessee
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
July 28, 2019  Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
*Please stand, in body or in spirit. Text printed in bold italics to be read in unison.

Prelude

Trio
Minuet

Welcome
Introit
Heaven shall not wait for the poor to lose their patience,
the scorned to smile, the despised to find a friend;
Jesus is Lord; he has championed the unwanted;
in him injustice confronts its timely end. (hymn 773)

Dandrieu
Handel

*Call to Worship
We are witnesses to the love of God.
We see it in the father putting kids to bed;
we hear of the teacher patiently teaching a student to read.
We are witnesses to the justice of Jesus.
We hear it in the student who stands up to a bully;
we sing of it at vigils of hope for shattered communities.
We are witnesses to the peace of the Spirit.
We receive it from the one who listens; we whisper it to the one who falls.
Let us worship God.
*Hymn (tune: Hyfrydol)
There is now a new creation through the grace of Jesus Christ,
peace and reconciliation with the God of endless life.
Call the lost and found together; tell the news to everyone;
now the past is gone forever and a new life has begun.
Come and join the celebration; come and join the happy feast;
Jesus makes an invitation to the greatest and the least.
There is now a new creation through the grace of Jesus Christ.
Sing, with thanks and adoration, to the God of endless life.

*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
(silent confession)
When we come to the edge of your holiness, Constant Love, we know how we
have not lived as your children. We dam up for ourselves your rivers of love,
while the lives around us turn into deserts of loneliness. All too quickly, we
place our feet on the quicksand of fear, not wanting to step across to your faith.
We tie up our angers and worries and burden our families and friends with them.
Forgive us, listen to our hearts. By your patient grace, give us more time to
practice our calling to discipleship, so we might learn all we need to live as
sisters and brothers of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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*Assurance of Forgiveness
God loves us. God forgives us. This is not fake news, but the reality offered to us by the
One who shelters us. So life changing, this good news always causes us to respond
with praise.
Thanks be to God! We are heard, we are accepted, we are filled with mercy and
hope. Amen. Amen!
*The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
*Sung Response (hymn 59)
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
God’s mercies never come to an end.
They are new every morning, new every morning;
Great is your faithfulness, O Lord, great is your faithfulness
Time with the Children

Children are invited to remain for the rest of the service or go to First Steps.

First Reading
Anthem

Gene Ice

Psalm 139:1-18
Draw the Circle Wide

Miller

Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
No one stands alone, we’ll stand side by side.
Draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
Draw the circle wide, draw it wider still.
Let this be our song: no one stands alone.
Standing side by side, draw the circle, draw the circle wide.
Second Reading
Sermon

Matthew 22:1-14
An Invitation to a Party

Judd Shaw

*Affirmation of Faith
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. We believe in God:
who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God. We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence, to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others, to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.
We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
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Call to Prayer (hymn 821, all sing)
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing!
All things are mine since I am his! How can I keep from singing?
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that Rock I’m clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?
Prayers of the People - with The Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.
{

The Gathering of Our Gifts
Offertory

Larghetto
Passepied

Stravinsky
Telemann

*Doxology (hymn 606) and Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn

Down By the Riverside
I’m gonna lay down my sword and shield, down by the riverside,
down by the riverside, down by the riverside.
I’m gonna lay down my sword and shield down by the riverside
down by the riverside.
I’m gonna talk with the Prince of Peace down by the riverside,
down by the riverside, down by the riverside.
I’m gonna talk with the Prince of Peace down by the riverside,
down by the riverside.
I ain’t gonna study war no more, ain’t gonna study war no more,
ain’t gonna study war no more! (repeat)
I’m gonna shake hands around the world down by the riverside,
down by the riverside, down by the riverside.
I’m gonna shake hands around the world down by the riverside,
down by the riverside.

*Charge and Blessing
*Sung Response

Irish Blessing

Postlude

(see inside back cover of hymnal)

Down By the Riverside

*

*

*

*

*

Today’s flowers are given by Lewis & Phyllis Phillips to the glory of God
and in memory or Richard E Reed, Sr. and Debra Reed Phillips.
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church (FPC)!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
We hope you feel the love that is present and our joy in having you with us.
 Nursery care is available in the Education building. Ask any of the usher s to dir ect you, if needed.
 Children’s and large print bulletins, and hearing-assistance units ar e available fr om the usher s.
 Audio recordings of ser mons and mor e infor mation on FPC ar e at fpcor .or g. Please call the chur ch office
(483-1318) for audio recordings of the entire service.

Worship notes
Today we welcome the Rev Judd Shaw to our
pulpit this morning. Judd is the Executive
Presbyter of the Presbytery of East Tennessee.
He is very personable, and enjoys connecting
with congregations and pastors






Today’s worship volunteers
Liturgist: Matt Stone
Time with Children: Chuck Hadden
First Steps: Deb & Matt Stone
Sound: Sydney Mur r ay
Ushers: Anne Backus, Bill Bostick, Pat Clar k,
Joe Gray, Matt Lindsey, Lewis Phillips, Tammy
Pietrzak, Susan Sharp
Counters: Colin Colver son, J oe Gr ay
Flowers: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Nametags: Lou Dunlap, Shir ley Sauls
Fellowship Host: Mike Hilliar d, Mimi Tilley
Open/Close: Chuck Hadden, Her b Kr ause


Blessing of the backpacks

It’s already that time of year again! Next Sunday,
Aug. 4, all children and youth—as well as any
adult “kids at heart” who are teachers, students or
beginning new work projects for the fall—are
invited to bring their backpacks or work bags to
church for a special “blessing of the backpacks.”
Please join us in worship to kick off the school
year with this fun tradition.






Afternoon Concert next Sunday

Steve Boyce, tenor, with Anna Thomas, flute, and
John Purifoy, piano will present a concert next
Sunday, Aug. 4, at 3:00 p.m. CST, at Pleasant Hill
Community Church, 67 Church Drive, Crossville,
38571.





Thanks to Anna Helms, Ruth Johnson, and
Peggy Terpstra, saxophones. Thanks to
Charlotte Bowers, piano. Thanks to Nanette
King, percussion.

Canoeing the Mountains

The “Rise and Shine” adult
class is reviewing Canoeing the
Mountains by Tod Bolsinger in
preparation for conversation
with Sharon upon her return
from sabbatical. The book
describes the changing face of
the church in the western world
and how we need to adapt our behaviors as church
leaders in order to do God's work in a rapidly
changing environment. Join the conversation at
9:00 a.m. in room 6 next to the sanctuary. You
don't have to read the book in advance, and we’ll
provide the coffee.

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
July 28-August 4, 2019
Sun. 7/28
9:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Choir rehearsal
Worship
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)
FPC youth back-to-school bash

Mon. 7/29
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Men’s lunch (The Soup Kitchen)
Scouts BSA Troop 42 (fellowship hall, room 102)

Tues. 7/30
11:00 p.m.
12:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Staff meeting (room 6)
Centering prayer (sanctuary)
Guitar workshop (room 102)

Wed. 7/31
11:30 a.m.

Al Anon (library)

Celebrations this week
Birthdays...
7/31 Richard Alexander
8/3
Randy Pietrzak
and anniversaries...
8/2
Debra & Matt Stone
Remember those who are …
in healthcare and
retirement communities:
Connie Book, Bob Clausing, Boyd
Coker, Lois Lacy, Anna & Marvin
Randolph, Alex Stuart
homebound:
Sandra Edwards

Thurs. 8/1
Fri. 8/2
7:30 p.m.

Chinese Bible study (room 6)

Sat. 8/3
6:00 p.m.

Oak Ridge Pokemon Go meeting (room 102)

Sun. 8/4
9:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Choir rehearsal
Worship
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)

Fellowship time note

Looking ahead
Sun., July 28—FPC youth backto-school bash (more info by
email)
Mon., July 29—ADFAC school
supplies day
Sun. Aug. 4—Blessing of the
backpacks

Please join us after worship in the fellowship hall for refreshments and time to connect
with church family, friends, and guests. Coffee & tea will be available until noon.

Sunday school
9:00 a.m.

Nursery (through age 3), fir st floor , Education
building
Early Birds (adults, parlor, Sanctuary building)
Prayer, conversation, and Bible study. Teachers:
Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice

Rise ‘n’ Shine (adults, room 6, Sanctuary
building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah
Tippett
Kidz Zone/Youth class (second floor, education
building; combined class for ages 4 years
through grade 12) begins a new year next
Sunday, Aug. 4.

“Gift of the Heart” project—we are collecting
items for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA)
“Gift of the Heart” hygiene kits to help those
affected by natural disasters. A donation box is
available in the fellowship hall.
Specific items needed: hand towels (about 16” x
28”, no fingertip or bath towels), washcloths,
wide-tooth combs, nail clippers, bars of soap
(bath size, wrapped), toothbrushes (individually
packaged), and adhesive bandages. All should be
new and in original packaging.

Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study will
resume meeting after Labor Day.

First Steps changes

Beginning next Sunday, Aug. 4, the age range for First Steps, which is
offered during the worship service, will be changing to pre-kindergarten
through second grade. This will allow First Steps to focus on lessons that
are age appropriate for younger learners.

Please sign up on the 2019 flower calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall
to donate flowers ($35) for worship in memory or honor of a person or occasion.

worship volunteers—August 4
Liturgist: Candice Str ickler
Time with Children: Mike Hilliar d
First Steps: TBA
Sound: Car olyn Kr ause
Ushers: Ter esa Br ittain, Mar y Childr ess,
Gail King, Phillip King, Anna Robinson, Roger
Ryburn, Dennis Strickler
Counters: Gene Ice, Gail King
Flowers: Candice & Dennis Str ickler
Nametags: Fr ed & Sally Haywood
Fellowship Host: Fr ed & Sally Haywood
Open/Close: Fr ed Allison, Dan Ter pstr a

Susan Reisinger, our sabbatical
supply preacher, is in the office on
Tuesdays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m., as well as being here on
Sundays. You can reach her by
email at reisinger1201@icloud.com
or by phone at (856) 261-5436.
Please note that the area code is
similar to, but different from, the
local area code.

Donations for ADFAC crisis cupboard

Today is the last Sunday we are collecting items for ADFAC’s crisis cupboard. These are items
that cannot be purchased with food stamps: toiletries (shampoo, soap, deodorant, toothbrushes),
feminine hygiene products, diapers, wipes, and household cleaning supplies (paper towels, dish
soap). Please place your donations on the table at the back of the fellowship hall. Thank you.

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
Susan Reisinger Sabbatical Supply Pastor
Anna Thomas
Director of Music
Omer Breeden Custodian

Bob Cantrell
Peggy Hinkle
Adrienne Potter

Parish Associate for Pastoral Care
Organist
Office Manager

P.O. Box 6106  Oak Ridge, TN 37831  (865) 483-1318  fpcor.org
Located at 1051 Oak Ridge Turnpike on the corner of Lafayette
Church Office Hours: 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.—12:30 - 4:00 p.m.
give online

