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Prelude
Welcome
Call to Worship (from Psalm 104)
O Lord, how manifold are your works! In wisdom you have made them all;
The earth is full of your creatures, living things both great and small.
These all look to you to give them their food in due season;
When you open your hand, they are filled with good things.
Let us worship the Maker of all that breathes!
Let us make melody to the Provider of all our days!

Hymn

God of the Sparrow
God of the sparrow God of the whale God of the swirling stars
How does the creature say Awe How does the creature say Praise

(Glory to God, 22)

God of the earthquake God of the storm God of the trumpet blast
How does the creature cry Woe How does the creature cry Save
God of the rainbow God of the cross God of the empty grave
How does the creature say Grace How does the creature say Thanks
God of the hungry God of the sick God of the prodigal
How does the creature say Care How does the creature say Life
God of the neighbor God of the foe God of the pruning hook
How does the creature say Love How does the creature say Peace

God of the ages God near at hand God of the loving heart
How does the creature say Joy How does the creature say Home
Prayer of Confession
Creator God, with great wisdom and care you fashioned this world and called us to
care for it. Yet, we have tended to do the opposite. Our fingerprints are on the trash
that fills the oceans; our footprints are mired in carbon. And time is running out.
Forgive us, Lord. Rekindle in us the commitment and the urgency to be stewards of
your gifts, that we might help heal the wounds of your world and your people; in
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
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Sung Response
The Steadfast Love of the Lord
(Glory to God, 59)
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; God’s mercies never come to an end.
They are new every morning, new every morning;
Great is your faithfulness, O Lord, great is your faithfulness.
Scripture Reading
Sermon

Psalm 104 (selected verses)
It’s the Little Things:
Blue Boat Home

Sharon Youngs

Musical Reflection
Blue Boat Home
Though below me, I feel no motion standing on these mountains and plains.
Far away from the rolling ocean still my dry land heart can say:
I’ve been sailing all my life now, never harbor or port have I known.
The wide universe is the ocean I travel and the earth is my blue boat home.
Sun my sail and moon my rudder as I ply the starry sea,
Leaning over the edge in wonder, casting questions into the deep.
Drifting hear with my ship’s companions, all we kindred pilgrim souls,
Making our way by the lights of the heavens in our beautiful blue boat home.
I give thanks to the waves upholding me, hail the great winds urging me on,
Greet the infinite sea before me, sing the sky my sailor’s song:
I was born upon the fathoms, never harbor or port have I known.
The wide universe is the ocean I travel, and the earth is my blue boat home.

Call to Prayer

Come, Bring Your Burdens to God
(sing twice)
Come, bring your burdens to God; come bring your burdens to God;
Come, bring your burdens to God, for Jesus will never say no.

(Glory to God, 851)

Prayers of the People - with the Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Hymn

Touch the Earth Lightly
(Glory to God, 713)
Touch the earth lightly, use the earth gently, nourish the life of the world in our care:
Gift of great wonder; ours to surrender, trust for the children tomorrow will bear.
We who endanger, who create hunger, agents of death for all creatures that live,
We who would foster clouds of disaster, God of our planet, forestall and forgive!
Let there be greening, birth from the burning, water that blesses and air that is sweet,
Health in God's garden, hope in God's children, regeneration that peace will complete.
God of all living, God of all loving, God of the seedling, the snow, and the sun,
Teach us, deflect us, Christ reconnect us, using us gently and making us one.
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Charge and Blessing
Sung Response
Irish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you, may the wind blow at your back,
May the sun shine warmly on your face. May the rain fall softly on your field,
And until we meet again, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen.
Postlude






No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, or your faith journey,
you are welcome at First Presbyterian Church.

A few announcements:
Bob Cantrell, our parish associate for pastoral care, is retiring at the end of this coming week. Please join us
thanking him for his service with a drive-by celebration today after worship. He’ll be at the front church
entrance from 12:00 to 12:30 p.m. to receive your well wishes. Please enter from the Turnpike (by Donut
Palace) to greet Bob at the front of the church, then exit onto Lafayette.
Our monthly Conversation on Loss will take place today at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom, led by FPC member
Elaine Wilson. A link to join the meeting can be found in the email sent earlier in the week.
We will receive a special offering for Living Waters for the World on Sunday, Aug. 9. Even though we will not
be able to receive it in person, please consider making a gift to help others around the world have access to
clean, safe water. You can make a gift online, or mail a check to FPC with “LWW” on the memo line.

Weekly online gatherings
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links.)

Mondays:
9:00 a.m.
Wednesdays:
5:30 p.m.
Thursdays:
7:00 p.m.

Sundays:
9:00 a.m. classes Early Birds
Rise ‘n’ Shine
Let’s Talk About It
11:00 a.m.
Post-worship fellowship
5:30 p.m.
Youth group

Coffee Chat with Sharon
Mid-week Bible study
Brewing Questions

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
P.O. Box 6106 ❖ Oak Ridge, TN 37831 ❖ (865) 483-1318
❖ fpcor.org ❖ on Facebook at First Presbyterian Church, Oak Ridge, TN
Rev. Sharon Youngs, Pastor
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of FPC. You can mail your regular financial
contribution to FPC (address at left) or give online using the QR code here or via the link on fpcor.org.
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give online

