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(For the sake of brevity, we occasionally sing selected verses of hymns.)

Prelude
Welcome
Call to Worship (adapted from Psalm 133)
How good and pleasing it is when kindred live together in unity!
It is like expensive oil poured over Aaron’s head and running down his beard.
It is like the dew on Mount Hermon, streaming down onto the mountains of Zion.
It is there that the Lord has commanded the blessing: everlasting life.
Hymn 22

God of the Sparrow
(verses 1, 4, 5, and 6)
God of the sparrow God of the whale God of the swirling stars
How does the creature say Awe How does the creature say Praise
God of the hungry God of the sick God of the prodigal
How does the creature say Care How does the creature say Life
God of the neighbor God of the foe God of the pruning hook
How does the creature say Love How does the creature say Peace
God of the ages God near at hand God of the loving heart
How do your children say Joy How do your children say Home

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession
God of unending compassion, we confess that, once again, we have not lived as
your people. You call us to speak the truth in love; yet our words are seasoned with
insincerity. You ask that the sun not go down on our anger; yet we toss and turn with
resentment. You expect us to forgive one another; yet we harbor ill feelings instead.
Forgive us, Lord. Increase our humility and deepen our connection to others, that
we might imitate you as your beloved children; in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness
The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
Sung Response

Make Me a Channel of Your Peace
(Glory to God, 753)
(verse 4)
Make me a channel of your peace. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
In giving of ourselves that we receive, and in dying that we’re born to eternal life.

Scripture Reading

Ephesians 4:25-5:2
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Sermon

Good Dog(ma):
“No Bite”

Sharon Youngs

Affirmation of Faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith)
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God,
the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in God the Holy
Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit justifies us by grace through
faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, and binds us
together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. With believers in
every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Call to Prayer

Come and Find the Quiet Center

Shirley Erena Murray

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
Hymn 316

Where Charity and Love Prevail
(verses 1, 3, and 4)
Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found;
Brought here together by Christ’s love, by love we thus are bound.
Let strife among us be unknown; let all contentions cease.
Be God’s the glory that we seek; be his our only peace.
Let us forgive each other’s faults as we our own confess,
That we may love each other well in Christian gentleness.
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Charge and Blessing
Sung Response
Irish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you, may the wind blow at your back,
May the sun shine warmly on your face. May the rain fall softly on your field,
And until we meet again, until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of his hand. Amen.
Postlude






The flowers are given today by Sharon Youngs to the glory of God
and in memory of her father Barna Youngs on the anniversary of his birth.






Announcements
—Thank you to Gielda Reese for sharing her gift of music with us this morning.
—This morning’s first hymn, written by Jaroslav Vajeda, has no rhyme or punctuation. This creates an
openness — a text unbound by conventional patterns of poetry. The first two lines of each stanza offer a
glimpse of God’s actions in the world and the bond God has with God’s creatures. The last two lines ask
rhetorical questions, which, without question marks, resemble statements of profound wonder about the
relationship between Creator and creatures.
—Sharon’s sermon series “Good Dog(ma): Life Principles from a Canine Perspective” continues through July:
July 18: “Squirrel!”
July 25: “Come”
—The flower calendar is available for you to sign up (in-person or by calling the church office) to
provide flowers for a Sunday service. August is mostly open. The flowers come from Oak Ridge
Floral. All you do is cover the cost ($35—payable to FPC prior to the Sunday you choose) and
provide Adrienne with information for dedicating the flowers.
—It’s Christmas in July! We didn’t have a chance to spend time together last Christmas, so we
are having a Christmas movie night on Saturday, July 31, at 7:00 p.m., in the Fellowship hall.
We’ll start with A Charlie Brown Christmas, followed by Miracle on 34th Street. Please bring a
Christmas gift of canned vegetables, fruit, or meat for the Food Pantry. The Worship and
Christian Education committees are providing popcorn and snacks. Standard FPC covid-19
protocols will be followed.
Weekly gatherings
(See weekly emails for details.)
Sundays:
9:00 a.m. classes
11:30 a.m.
Tuesdays:
12:15 p.m.
Wednesdays:
5:30 p.m.
Thursdays:
7:00 p.m.

Early Birds; Rise ‘n’ Shine
Post-worship fellowship
Centering prayer
Midweek Bible study

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
P.O. Box 6106 ❖ Oak Ridge, TN 37831 ❖ (865) 483-1318
❖ fpcor.org ❖ on Facebook at First Presbyterian Church, Oak Ridge, TN
Church office open 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
Sharon Youngs, Pastor Anna Thomas, Director of Music
Peggy Hinkle, Organist Devin Earhart, Technical Assistant
Adrienne Walker, Office Manager
Thank you for your continued support of the ministries
of FPC. You can mail your financial contribution to FPC
(address above) or give online using the QR code here
or via the link on fpcor.org.

Brewing Questions
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