FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Oak Ridge, Tennessee
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
May 26, 2019  Sixth Sunday of Easter
*Please stand, in body or in spirit. Text printed in bold italics to be read in unison.

Prelude
Welcome

In the Sweet By and By

Webster/arr. Kartsonakis

Introit

How very good and pleasant when we live in unity.
It is like precious oil, like morning dew.
We gather here together with our hearts and voices raised to God,
Who’s the center of our unity and praise! (hymn 398)
*Call to Worship
Do not let your hearts be troubled
Trust in God; Trust in Jesus.
Christ has gone to prepare a place for us.
Christ will lead us to be with Him.
We know the way to the place where Jesus is.
Jesus is the Way.
Come, let us join together on the journey of faith.
Come, let us follow Jesus. Amen.
*Hymn 4

Holy God, We Praise Your Name

*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
(silent confession)
Merciful and loving God, your love for us is unconditional, yet our love for you,
for others and for ourselves is often marred. We allow prejudice and pride to
blind us; our brokenness remains unhealed; we cling to old stories and hurts
which impede the work of reconciliation. Forgive us, we pray, for failing to trust
you, for playing it safe instead of following the daring call of your Spirit, for withholding forgiveness and grace from ourselves and others. Let your love renew us
yet again. Let the same power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead rekindle
creative life within us and restore right relations among us. Amen.
*Assurance of Forgiveness
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*The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
*Sung Response (hymn 447)
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. (repeat)
Time with the Children

Susan Reisinger

Children are invited to remain for the rest of the service or go to First Steps.

First Reading

John 14:

Anthem

Peace I Give to You

Davis

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.
Not as the world gives do I give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubles, neither let them be afraid.
Shalom.

Second Reading
Sermon

1 Peter 2:4-10
Being the Church

*Affirmation of Faith (from the United Church of Canada)
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.
We believe in God: who has created and is creating,
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,
to reconcile and make new,
who works in us and others by the Spirit.
We trust in God.
We are called to be the Church:
to celebrate God’s presence,
to live with respect in Creation,
to love and serve others,
to seek justice and resist evil,
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,
our judge and our hope.
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
Thanks be to God. Amen.
3

Susan Reisinger

Call to Prayer (hymn 240, refrain; first time choir, second time all)
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.
Prayers of the People - with The Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.
{

The Gathering of Our Gifts
Offertory
*Doxology (hymn 609) and Prayer of Dedication
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
*Hymn 852

When the Lord Redeems the Very Least

*Charge and Blessing
*Sung Response

Irish Blessing

(see inside back cover of hymnal)

Postlude

Jubilate Deo

Edward Wetherill

+

+

+

+

+

Today’s flowers are given by Shirley Sauls to the glory of God
and in memory of her brother Ralph, and cousin Anna Lou.
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church (FPC)!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
We hope you feel the love that is present and our joy in having you with us.
 Nursery care is available in the Education building. Ask any of the usher s to dir ect you, if needed.
 Children’s and large print bulletins, and hearing-assistance units ar e available fr om the usher s.
 Audio recordings of ser mons and mor e infor mation on FPC ar e at fpcor .or g. Please call the chur ch office
(483-1318) for audio recordings of the entire service.

worship notes
Today is the sixth of seven Sundays of Eastertide.

The liturgical color remains white throughout
the season until Pentecost, which is June 9 this
year.
Today's introit is an unrhymed paraphrase of Psalm
133, created for the 1997 National Baptist Convention, the annual gathering of the largest African
American denominations in the US. In his commentary on this palm, John Calvin emphasizes that
true unity is not merely the result of human affinity
but a gift of God, and that "concord takes its rise in
the true and pure worship of God." The images of
oil and dew come from the scriptural psalm; pouring oil on a person's head was a traditional act of
hospitality, and the morning dew is a welcome means of promoting fruitfulness in a long dry
season.
These symbols of blessings bestowed from above
would be especially welcome to pilgrims on their
way to Jerusalem, which may account for the inclusion of Psalm 133 among the Songs of Ascent
(Psalms 120-134).






Susan Reisinger, our sabbatical supply
preacher, will be in the office on Tuesdays
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., as well as
being here on Sundays. You can reach her
by email at sreisinger1201@icloud.com or
by phone at (856) 261-5436. Please note
that the are code is similar to, but different
from the local area code.

Today’s worship volunteers
Liturgist: Janet Swift
Acolyte: Megan Stone
Time with Children: Susan Reisinger
First Steps: Ter esa Br ittain
Sound: Don Spong
Ushers: Andr e Dar ko, Geor ge Dar ko,
Louise Dunlap, Carolyn Krause, Dave Mullins,
Walt Porter
Counters: Geor ge Dar ko, Dan Ter pstr a
Flowers: Shir ley Sauls
Nametags: Lou Dunlap, Shir ley Sauls
Open/Close: Mike Hilliar d, Dave Mullins






Our thanks to Robyn James for
playing in our service today.
A summer farewell to Peggy Hinkle (and Rob
Lloyd) as they leave this week to study abroad
with students for several weeks.




Help Pack the Pantry!



The food pantry will be
made available to the public
on both Thursday, June 6 as
well as Thursday, June 13.
With double the demand in June, the pantry is
very much in need of the following items:
canned meats (chicken, beef), whole grain
cereals, juice, canned meals (pasta, stew), canned
fruit, peanut butter, dog & cat food (dry &
canned). Donations can always be brought to the
narthex, and will also be specifically collected
during worship on Sunday, June 9. (PS. No cans
of green beans or corn are needed at this time.)

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
May 26-June 2, 2019
Sun. 5/26
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:30 a.m.

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)
Worship
Reception for Susan Reisinger

Mon. 5/27
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Church office closed for Memorial Day
Men’s lunch (The Soup Kitchen)
Scouts BSA Troop 42 (fellowship hall)

Tues. 5/28
11:00 p.m.
12:15 p.m.
5:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Staff meeting (room 6)
Centering prayer (sanctuary)
ADFAC board meeting (room 102)
Guitar workshop (room 102)

Wed. 5/29
11:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Al Anon (library)
Choir rehearsal

5/27
5/28
5/28
5/28
5/29
5/30

Celebrations this week
Birthdays
Julia Cantrell
Chuck Hadden
Melissa Haynes
Shirley Sauls
Peggy Terpstra
Irene Darko

Remember those who are …
in healthcare and
retirement communities:
Connie Book, Bob Clausing, Boyd
Coker, Lois Lacy, Anna & Marvin
Randolph, Alex Stuart
homebound:
Sandra Edwards

Looking ahead

Thurs. 5/30

Sat., June 8—FPC youth hiking
trip to Chimney Tops

Fri. 5/31
7:30 p.m.

Chinese Bible study (room 6)

Sat. 6/1
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Sun., June 9—”Pack the Pantry”
for FPC’s food pantry

Oak Ridge Pokemon Go meeting (room 102)
ORCMA board meeting (fellowship hall)

Sun. 6/2
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)
Worship

Thurs., June 13—Welcome Table,
5:00 to 6:00 p.m., fellowship hall
June 20-21—Vacation Bible
School
Sun., June 30—Fifth Sunday
celebration following worship

Wear red for Pentecost

Sunday, June 9, is Pentecost. You are invited to wear red to worship that day, in celebration of
the descent of the Holy Spirit, symbolically represented by tongues of flame.
That morning we will receive the PC(USA) Pentecost Offering, which helps the church
encourage and support its young people and meet needs of at-risk children. See
specialofferings.pcusa.org for more information. You can make a gift by check (with
“Pentecost” on the memo line) or online, using the QR code on the back of the announcements.

VBS is around the corner

Summer Sunday school
Nursery (through age 3), fir st floor , Education
building
Early Birds (adults, parlor, Sanctuary building)
Prayer, conversation, and Bible study. Teachers:
Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
Rise ‘n’ Shine (adults, room 6, Sanctuary
building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah
Tippett

***

Note: Kidz Zone and The Jugglers
will resume on Sunday, Aug. 4.

The FPC youth group is shifting into summer
mode. The regular Sunday evening gatherings
have ended until August, but there’s a slew of
special summer events planned. Check the June
Banner and your inbox for details.

Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study will
resume meeting after Labor Day.

Pass the word: Vacation Bible School is
scheduled for June 20-21. Grace Lutheran
folks will be joining us for our theme, The
Incredible Race. Our kids will discover that,
no matter where we live, what shade of skin
we have, or what language we speak, we are
all part of the same race—the human race—
and that God is calling people from every
tribe and nation through God’s Son, Jesus
Christ, the Savior of the world, to share this
good news in kindness and love with our
neighbors near and far.

Registration has begun! Look for a form in
your bulletin this morning. We hope you
will plan to join the adventure, and invite
neighbors and friends to do so as well. If
you would like to volunteer, please see
Robert Angel, Matt Stone, or Martina Ward.

Summer reading...

You are invited to join Pastor Sharon in adding
Canoeing the Mountains: Christian Leadership in Unchartered Territory by Tod Bolsinger (InterVarsity Press) to your summer
reading list. We’ll discuss it when Sharon is
back from sabbatical. It’s available in several
formats from amazon.com (be sure to note the
author’s name as there is another book by a
similar title on amazon) — or talk with Anna
Robinson about borrowing a copy to read and
then pass on to the next person.

Please sign up on the 2019 flower calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall
to donate flowers ($35) for worship in memory or honor of a person or occasion.

worship volunteers—June 2
Liturgist: Er ic Myer s
Time with Children: Chuck Hadden
First Steps: Rober t Angel, Pam Angel, Daisy Campen
Sound: Sydney Mur r ay
Ushers: Anne Backus, Bill Bostick, Pat Clar k, J oe Gr ay,
Matt Lindsey, Lewis Phillips, Tammy Pietrzak, Susan Sharp
Counters: Anne Backus, Colin Colverson
Flowers: Melissa Haynes
Nametags: Fr ed & Sally Haywood
Fellowship Host: TBA
Open/Close: Anne Backus, Dennis Str ickler

Ecumenical Storehouse in June

FPC is staffing the Ecumenical Storehouse in June in
partnership with Central Baptist Church. The Storehouse
is open 9:00 a.m. to noon each Monday and Friday. We
need folks to work with clients and provide office help
to answer phone inquiries and schedule Saturday
donation pickups. On Saturdays, 9:00 a.m. to noon, we
need people with strong backs to pick up donated items
from the public.
Volunteer sign-up sheets are in the fellowship hall. For
more information, please contact Janet Swift
(swiftjan@gmail.com; 865-387-2027), Rich Long
(richardlong2533@att.net), or Jeri Duke (jeriduke@
gmail.com; 865-494-7266).

First Presbyterian Church—A PC(USA) Congregation
Susan Reisinger
Anna Thomas
Peggy Hinkle
Adrienne Potter

Sabbatical Supply Pastor
Director of Music
Organist

Bob Cantrell
Robert Angel
Omer Breeden

Parish Associate for Pastoral Care
Children & Youth Ministries
Custodian

Office Manager

P.O. Box 6106  Oak Ridge, TN 37831  (865) 483-1318  fpcor.org
Located at 1051 Oak Ridge Turnpike on the corner of Lafayette
Church Office Hours: 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.—12:30 - 4:00 p.m.
give online

