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May 12, 2019  Fourth Sunday of Easter
*Please stand, in body or in spirit. Text printed in bold italics to be read in unison.

Prelude
Welcome

Come, Christians, Join to Sing

arr. Alex-Zsolt

Introit
God, you spin the whirling planets, fill the seas and spread the plain,
Mold the mountains, fashion blossoms, call forth sunshine, wind, and rain.
We, created in tour image, would a true reflection be
Of your justice, grace, and mercy and the truth that makes us free. (hymn 23)
*Call to Worship
Let us worship God.
Blessing and glory be to our God forever and ever!
Wisdom and thanksgiving be to our Maker until time is no more!
Alleluia! Christ is risen!
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

*Hymn 250

In the Bulb There Is a Flower

*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
(silent confession)
Holy God, we confess that we have strayed from your paths of right relationship
and peace. We have tended to place ourselves at the center of the universe and
expected everything to revolve around us. As a result, we have dishonored you,
ourselves, and your creation. Forgive us, Lord. Renew a right spirit within us and
guide our feet into the way of peace, that we might show your love and justice in
word and deed; for the sake of our risen Lord we pray. Amen.
*Assurance of Forgiveness
*The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
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*Sung Response (hymn 447)
We are forgiven. We are forgiven. Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God. (repeat)
Time with the Children

Peggy Terpstra

(Children are invited to remain for the rest of the service or go to First Steps.)

Anthem

Bright Morning Stars

arr. Kirchner

Bright morning stars are rising... Day's a-breaking in my soul.
Oh, where are our dear fathers.... Day's a-breaking in my soul.
They are down in the valley praying....Day's a-breaking in my soul.
Oh, where are our dear mothers....Day's a-breaking in my soul.
They have gone to heaven shouting....Day's a-breaking in my soul.
Oh, where are our dear children....Day's a-breaking in my soul.
They're upon the earth a-dancing....Day's a-breaking in my soul.
Bright morning stars are rising....Day's a-breaking in my soul.

Scripture Reading

Hebrews 11:1-3

Sermon

Sitting in the Dark

Sharon Youngs

*Affirmation of Faith The Nicene Creed (ecumenical)
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God of God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father; through him all
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On
the third day he rose again in accordance to Scriptures; he ascended into heaven
and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy
Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who
with the Father and the Son is worshiped and gloried, who has spoken through
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Call to Prayer (hymn 240, refrain; first time choir, second time all)
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.
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Prayers of the People - with The Lord’s Prayer (ecumenical)
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.
{

The Gathering of Our Gifts
Offertory

Psalm

Gordon Young

*Doxology (hymn 609) and Prayer of Dedication
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: Creator, Word, and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia! Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Reception of New Members
Question to congregation:
Will we, the members and friends of First Presbyterian Church, surround and support
Kiersten and Linda with our love and care, and will we share with them the good news
of the gospel as we grow together and share Christ’s love with all? We will.
*Hymn 30

O God, in a Mysterious Way

*Charge and Blessing
*Sung Response

Irish Blessing

(see inside back cover of hymnal)

Postlude

With Praises All Unite

+

+

+

+

Sweelinck/arr. Edwards

+

Today’s flowers are given by Debra & Matt Stone to the glory of God
and in loving memory of Debra’s mother, Linda Kresley.
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church (FPC)!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.
We hope you feel the love that is present and our joy in having you with us.
 Nursery care is available in the Education building. Ask any of the usher s to dir ect you, if needed.
 Children’s and large print bulletins, and hearing-assistance units ar e available fr om the usher s.
 Audio recordings of ser mons and mor e infor mation on FPC ar e at fpcor .or g. Please call the chur ch office
(483-1318) for audio recordings of the entire service.

worship notes
Today is the fourth of seven Sundays of Eastertide.
This season affords us the opportunity to sing selections from the Easter hymns in Glory to God,
such as this morning’s first hymn, “In the Bulb
There Is a Flower.”
Today’s sermon topic is one that Herb and Carolyn
Krause requested as a result of being the highest
bidders at our auction last August to benefit the
Kawale Orphan Outreach program. Their request:
that Sharon “use dark matter and dark energy as
examples of unseen forces of nature that scientists
have reason to believe do exist but have been
unable to detect and understand.”
Today’s anthem is a setting of an Appalachian
folksong. In the words of the arranger, “...the song
links the beautiful, universal, and ‘external’ imagery of dawn and morning stars to the similar
‘internal’ movements of renewal that we all experience - ‘day a-breaking in my soul.’ And the image
of those who have passed on and those who are yet
present upon the earth calling to each other ‘across
eternity.’”

Today’s worship volunteers
Liturgist: Susan Shar p
Acolyte: Skylar Bay Hensley, Willow Tilley
Time with Children: Peggy Ter pstr a
First Steps: Mar tina War d
Sound: Car olyn Kr ause
Ushers: Ter esa Br ittain, Mar y Childr ess, Gail
King, Phillip King, Anna Robinson, Dennis
Strickler
Counters: Ter esa Br ittain, Matt Lindsey
Flowers: Debr a & Matt Stone
Nametags: Ryan & Wes Tilley, and family
Fellowship Host: Dar lene Sander s, Elaine
Wilson
Open/Close: Mike Hilliar d, Dave Mullins






FPC youth tonight

The youth group (grades 4 and up) meets 5:30
to 7:00 p.m. tonight, in the fellowship hall. The
youth (and dads) are fixing dinner for moms!

Today we welcome new members Linda Driver and Kiersten Ruisard. Linda joins by transfer of
letter from Broadway United Methodist Church in Maryville. Kiersten joins by transfer of letter
from Rockaway Reformed Church, Whitehouse Station, New Jersey.

Ecumenical Storehouse in June

FPC is staffing the Ecumenical Storehouse in June in partnership with Central Baptist Church. The
Storehouse is open 9:00 a.m. to noon each Monday and Friday. We need folks to work with clients and
provide office help to answer phone inquiries and schedule Saturday donation pickups. On Saturdays,
9:00 a.m. to noon, we need people with strong backs to pick up donated items from the public. You will
find volunteer sign-up sheets on a table in the fellowship hall. For more information, contact Janet Swift
(swiftjan@gmail.com; 865-387-2027), Rich Long (richardlong2533@att.net), or Jeri Duke (jeriduke@
gmail.com; 865-494-7266).

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
May 12-19, 2019
Sun. 5/12
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
4:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)
Worship
Youth council (room 6)
Youth group (fellowship hall)

Mon. 5/13
11:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Men’s lunch (The Soup Kitchen)
Women’s lunch (The Soup Kitchen)
Social concerns meeting (room 6)
Scouts BSA Troop 42 (fellowship hall)

Tues. 5/14
12:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Centering prayer (sanctuary)
Property & Maintenance meeting (room 6)
Guitar workshop (room 102)

Wed. 5/15
11:00 p.m.
11:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
Thurs. 5/16
6:00 p.m.
Fri. 5/17
6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
Sat. 5/18
6:00 p.m.
Sun. 5/19
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Staff meeting (room 6)
Al Anon (library)
Midweek Bible study (parlor)
Session meeting (room 6)
NO Choir rehearsal
TCWP board meeting (room 102)
Youth movie night (room 102)
Chinese Bible study (room 6)
Oak Ridge Pokemon Go meeting
(fellowship hall)
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Fellowship time (fellowship hall)
Worship
ORCMA coffee concert (sanctuary)

Celebrations this week
Birthdays
5/13 Rebekah Young
5/15 Carl Lyster
5/18 Phyllis Phillips
5/15
5/16

and anniversaries
Eric & Wendy Myers
Randy & Tammy Pietrzak

Remember those who are …
in healthcare and
retirement communities:
Connie Book, Bob Clausing, Boyd
Coker, Lois Lacy, Anna & Marvin
Randolph, Alex Stuart
homebound:
Sandra Edwards

Looking ahead
Mon., May 20—Sharon’s
sabbatical begins
June 20-21—Vacation Bible
School

Sun., June 30—Fifth Sunday
celebration following worship

Special adult series:
Climate Church, Climate World
Colin Colverson and Dan Terpstra are
leading a discussion on Jim Antal’s book,
Climate Change, Climate World: How People
of Faith Must Work for Change on Sundays
through May. The class meets in room 100
(library) of the Activities building.
You can order the book at amazon.com, but
you are welcome to join the discussion
whether you’ve read it or not!

Sunday school classes for all ages
Nursery (through age 3), fir st floor , Education
building
Kidz Zone (ages 4 and up, Education building)
Music, Godly Play, and learning basic Bible
stories. February teachers: Pete Johnson, Martina
Ward
The Jugglers (adults, room 100, Activities
building) This class is participating in the series
Climate Church, Climate World. See note below.

Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study, taught by
Sharon Youngs, will meet at 5:30 p.m.,
in the parlor, this Wednesday, May 15.
This will be the final gathering until
after Labor Day.

Early Birds (adults, parlor, Sanctuary building)
Prayer, conversation, and Bible study. Teachers:
Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
Rise ‘n’ Shine (adults, room 6, Sanctuary
building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah
Tippett

Sunday school year ending soon

The last day of Kidz Zone and The Jugglers
classes for the school year will be next Sunday,
May 19. We will have a special moment during
worship to recognize all our dedicated teachers,
from these and all of our classes.

FPC youth (grades 4-12) and fr iends
meet on Sundays, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., in the
fellowship hall for dinner and a program.

Sun., May 12—Mother’s Day dinner for youth
moms provided by dads and youth.
Fri., May 17—Youth movie
night, 6:00-8:30 p.m., room
102. Pizza, popcorn, and
drinks provided.

Please sign up on the 2019 flower calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall
to donate flowers ($35) for worship in memory or honor of a person or occasion.

worship volunteers—May 19

ORCMA coffee concert May 19

Liturgist: Bob Cantr ell
Acolyte: Nathan Myer s
Time with Children: Shar on Youngs
First Steps: Matt & Deb Stone
Sound: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Richar d Alexander , Pr iscilla Campbell,
Irene Darko, Linda Fall, Bonnie Murray, Shirley
Sauls, Jim Tonne
Counters: Pr iscilla Campbell, J er i Duke
Flowers: Don Spong & Janet Swift
Nametags: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Fellowship Host: Fr ed & Sally Haywood
Open/Close: Mike Hilliar d, Dave Mullins

The Oak Ridge Civic Music Association
will offer a coffee concert next Sunday,
May 19, at 7:30 p.m. here at FPC. The
concert is free and refreshments will be
served following the performance.
Singers, Cheryl Scappaticci, Lisa Griggs,
Eric White and Daniel Berry will be joined
by pianists, Cathy Whitten and Simon Hogg
and violist, Susan Shor in a program of
vocal music by Bach, Mozart, Donizetti,
Brahms and Flotow.
See www.orcma.org for more information.

VBS is around the corner

Our two day Vacation Bible School adventure will be held
Thursday, June 20 and Friday, June 21. The theme this year
is the Incredible Race. Our kids will discover that, no
matter where we live, what shade of skin we have, or what
language we speak, we are all part of the same race—the
human race—and that God is calling people from every
tribe and nation through God’s Son, Jesus Christ, the Savior
of the world to share this good news in kindness and love
with our neighbors near and far.
Registration begins soon. We hope you will plan to join the
adventure! If you would like to volunteer please see Robert
Angel, Matt Stone, or Martina Ward.
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