FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Oak Ridge, Tennessee
A Congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
January 6, 2019  Epiphany Sunday
*Please stand, in body or in spirit. Text printed in bold italics to be read in unison

Prelude
Welcome
Introit
Sing of God made manifest in a child robust and blest,
To whose home in Bethlehem where a star has guided them,
Magi came and gifts unbound, signs mysterious and profound:
Myrrh and frankincense and gold grave and God and king foretold. (hymn 156)
*Call to Worship
Arise, shine! Our light has come!
And the glory of our God has risen upon us.
All nations shall come to this light,
And rulers to the brightness of its dawning.
Now the glory of the Lord has risen.
Arise, shine! Our light has come!
*Hymn 152

What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright

*Invitation to Confession
*Prayer of Confession
(silent confession)
Merciful God, Light of the world, we confess that we have not resisted the
darkness of sin. You deliver the poor and helpless, but we have ignored their
cry. You take pity on the weak and the destitute, but our hearts are hard in the
face of their need. Forgive us, we pray. Dawn in our hearts and illumine our
lives once again, so that we might radiate your justice and mercy all our days;
through Jesus Christ we pray. Amen.
*Assurance of Forgiveness
*The Peace of Christ
Since God has forgiven us in Christ, let us forgive one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.
Let us share the peace of Christ with one another.
*Sung Response
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.
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Time with the Children

Sharon Youngs

We three kings of Orient are; bearing gifts we traverse afar,
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.
O star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright,
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.
(Children are invited to remain for the rest of the service.)

First Reading

Isaiah 60:1-6

Anthem

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
O Morning Star, how fair and bright! You shine with God’s own truth and light,
Aglow with grace and mercy! Of Jacob’s line, King David’s son,
Our Lord and Savior, you have won our hearts to serve you only!
Lowly, holy! Great and glorious, all victorious, rich in blessing!
Rule and might o’er all possessing!
Lord, when you look on us in love,
At once there falls from God above a ray of purest pleasure.
Your word and Spirit, flesh and blood refresh our souls with heavenly food.
You are our dearest treasure! Let your mercy warm and cheer us!
O draw near us! For you teach us God’s own love through you has reached us.

Second Reading
Sermon

Matthew 2:1-12
Drawn to the Light

Sharon Youngs

*Affirmation of Faith (adapted by members of FPC)
We believe in God, the Father Almighty, and in Jesus Christ, His Son, our Lord,
and in the Holy Spirit. We seek to know God's will, to walk in God's ways, and to
proclaim the Gospel to all people, by our lives as well as by our words. We work
and pray for the progress of knowledge, the promotion of justice, the reign of
peace, and the realization of human unity in our time. And we look with faith for
the triumph of righteousness in our community and in our world. Amen.

The Sacrament of Holy Communion
Invitation to the Lord’s Table
Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is a right and joyful thing to offer thanks to you, O God … we join the
everlasting hymn of praise:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full
of your glory, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who comes in
the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
You fill our world with glory and light … know the power of your love for us.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering the life and work of Christ … all glory are yours, Almighty God,
now and forever. Amen.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory
are yours now and forever. Amen.
Breaking of the Bread, Pouring of the Cup
Sharing of the Elements
[Communion is served by intinction. You are invited to come forward, take a piece of
bread (all gluten-free), dip it into the chalice, and then eat it. As you come forward, you
are invited to take a star word from the basket.]

Prayer after Communion
Gracious Lord, you have made yourself known to us in the breaking of
bread at your table. Having fed us, body and soul, now send us forth,
lighting our way, so that we may radiate your love in both word
and action; through the Light of the world we pray. Amen.
Offering of God’s Tithes and Our Gifts
Offertory
*Doxology (hymn 606) and Prayer of Dedication
*Hymn 127

Jesus, the Light of the World

*Charge and Blessing
*Congregational Response

Irish Blessing

(inside back cover of hymnal)

Postlude

The flowers today are dedicated to the glory of God.
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church (FPC)!

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. We hope you feel the love that is
present and our joy in having you with us. Please join us for refreshments in the fellowship hall following worship.
 Nursery care is available in the Education building. Ask any of the usher s to dir ect you, if needed.
 Hearing assistance units and large print bulletins ar e available fr om the usher s.
 Audio recordings of sermons and more information on FPC are at fpcor.org. Please call the church office
(483-1318) for audio recordings of the entire service.

worship notes
Today is Epiphany, which marks the end of the
twelve days of Christmas each year and celebrates
when Jesus was revealed as Christ to the three magi
from the East, who followed the Star of Bethlehem
at Jesus’ birth.
Our symbol for the season of Epiphany, which runs
until Ash Wednesday on March 6, is the Moravian
star hanging in the narthex.
As you come forward for Communion this
morning, you are invited to take a star with a word
written on it from a basket. Let that word guide you
throughout the year, pondering what significance it
might have on your life, and how God might be
speaking to you through it.

Each Communion Sunday you have the
opportunity to make a gift to the Minister's
Discretionary Fund, used by the pastor for
emergency and pastoral needs of church
members and others in our community.
Make checks payable to First Presbyterian
Church and put “MDF” on the memo line,
or use the QR code on the back page to give
online. Thank you.

Today’s worship volunteers
Liturgist: Ber t Ever itt
Acolyte: Willow Tilley
Time with Children: Shar on Youngs
First Steps: will not meet
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Andr e Dar ko, Geor ge Dar ko,
Louise Dunlap, Carolyn Krause, Dave Mullins,
Walt Porter
Counters: Geor ge Dar ko, Dan Ter pstr a
Flowers: to the glor y of God
Fellowship Hosts: J anet Swift & Don Spong
Open/Close: Mike Hilliar d, Dave Mullins






Thank you to John Purifoy
for sharing his gift of music with us today.

FPC youth

The FPC youth group (grades 4-12)
will gather at Joe, Katy, Bert, and

Amelia Everitt’s home for dinner this
evening, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. Their address:
126 Greystone Drive. (Let Sharon know
if you need a ride.)

CALENDAR FOR THE WEEK
Jan. 6-13, 2019
Sun. 1/6
9:00 a.m.
9:55 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Epiphany
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Choir rehearsal
Fellowship hour (fellowship hall)
Worship
Church Life & Witness Team
(fellowship hall)
FPC youth group (dinner at the Everitts’)

Mon. 1/7
11:30 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Men’s lunch (The Soup Kitchen)
Boy Scouts (fellowship hall)

Tues. 1/8
5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Alcoholics Anonymous (library)
Property & Maintenance (room 6)
PEO meeting (fellowship hall)
Guitar workshop (room 102)

Wed. 1/9
10:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
5:45 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Staff meeting (Sharon’s office)
Al Anon (library)
Midweek Bible study (parlor)
Youth council meeting (room 6)
Choir rehearsal (choir room)

1/9
1/12

Celebrations this week
Birthdays...
Sandra Edwards
Mary Ann Davidson

Remember those who are …
in healthcare and
retirement communities:
Bob Clausing, Boyd Coker, Lois Lacy,
Anna & Marvin Randolph, Alex Stuart
homebound:
Sandra Edwards

Looking ahead
Wed., Jan. 9—Midweek Bible study
resumes, 5:45 p.m., parlor
Sat., Jan. 12—Session retreat
Sat., Jan. 19—Human rights rally

Thurs. 1/10
6:00 p.m.

TCWP board meeting (room 102)

Fri. 1/11
7:30 p.m.

Sat., Jan. 26—“Uncensored,” 9:00
a.m., room 102 kitchen

Chinese Bible study (room 6)

Mon., Jan. 28—Coffee chat, 9:30 a.m.,
room 6

Sat. 1/12
Sun. 1/13
9:00 a.m.
9:55 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.

Baptism of the Lord
Sunday school classes (see next page)
Choir rehearsal
Fellowship hour (fellowship hall)
Worship
FPC youth group (fellowship hall)

Sun., Feb. 3—Lasagna lunch and
annual meeting of the congregation
Thurs., Feb. 7—Welcome Table, 5:00
p.m., fellowship hall

Midweek Bible study

Sunday school classes for all ages
Snacks and beverages provided

Nursery (through age 3), fir st floor , Education
building
Kidz Zone (age 4 thru grade 4, Education
building) Music, Godly Play, and learning basic
Bible stories. December lead teachers: Pete
Johnson, Martina Ward
Youth (grades 5-12, Education building)
Discussions on Scripture and faith and how to
apply them to issues that confront youth. Lead
teacher: Peggy Terpstra
The Jugglers (adults, room 100, Activities
building) Everyone is juggling something. How
do you deepen your faith in the middle of it all?
Facilitator: Sharon Youngs
Early Birds (adults, room 6, Sanctuary building)
Prayer, conversation, and Bible study. Teachers:
Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
Rise ‘n’ Shine (adults, parlor, Sanctuary
building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah
Tippett

The midweek Bible study, led by Sharon,
resumes this week, Jan. 9, 5:45 to 6:30
p.m., in the parlor. We begin with a look at
women of the Bible, especially those that
are lesser known. The class is designed so
that anyone can join the class at anytime.
Childcare will be available.

Human rights rally Jan. 19

There will be a Human Rights Rally in Oak
Ridge on Saturday, Jan. 19 from 2:00 to
5:00 p.m. The date corresponds both with
Martin Luther King Day and the 2nd
Annual Women's March in Washington
D.C. This is a community event highlighting inclusiveness, justice, and equality.
The rally will start at the Unitarian Church
in the Sanctuary at 2:00 p.m. for a musical
program and messages from local leaders
and pastors. Weather permitting, at 3:30
p.m. we will walk on the grass and sidewalks to First Presbyterian Church for the
conclusion of the program and hot cocoa.

Please sign up on the 2019 flower calendar on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall to
donate flowers ($35) for worship in memory or honor of a person or occasion.

worship volunteers—January 13
Liturgist: TBA
Acolyte: Rebecca Davenpor t
Time with Children: Peggy Ter pstr a
First Steps: Martina War d, Matt Stone
Sound Guild: Sydney Mur r ay
Ushers: Anne Backus, Bill Bostick, Pat Clar k,
Kate Fulcher, Joe Gray, Matt Lindsey, Lewis
Phillips, Tammy Pietrzak, Susan Sharp
Counters: Anne Backus, Bill Bostick
Flowers: TBA
Fellowship Hosts: Candice & Dennis Str ickler
Open/Close: Mike Hilliar d, Dave Mullins

Food 4 Kids

FPC is helping pack food
bags next Monday, Jan. 14,
for Food for Kids. We will
start around 1:30 p.m. in
the multipurpose room at
First United Methodist
Church. Delivery of the bins will take
place Tuesday, Jan. 15, at 8:30 a.m. If
you have any questions, please call
Gretchen Drane at (865) 566-1474.

KARM Donations
Are you cleaning out the old as the new year begins?
When you donate household items and clothing to the
KARM thrift store on the east end of town, be sure to
give them First Presbyterian Church’s name. They send us gift
cards for a
percentage of the value of your donations, which go to the Anderson County Early Head Start (EHS) daycare to help the families
they serve. The daycare is housed in our Education building.
We recently received 12 $10 gift cards to share with EHS. In this
way your donations have had a double impact. Thank you.
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P.O. Box 6106  Oak Ridge, TN 37831  (865) 483-1318  fpcor.org
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