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FPC is “Home for the Holidays” this month
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We have entered the
season of Advent, which,
like everything else in a
pandemic, looks different
from previous years. Our
Advent theme, “Home for
the Holidays,” acknowledges
our present reality of
physical distancing, virtual
worship, and more, and also
invites us to settle in where
we find ourselves and
prepare in earnest for the
birth of Jesus.
New this year are Advent
devotionals via our FPC
YouTube channel. Several
FPC individuals and families
have recorded themselves
playing or singing Advent
hymns and Christmas carols
from their homes or, in

some instances, the church
sanctuary. New offerings
are added frequently. You
can view them at https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLpJSQi80Rb8TJhePrtT
d5EVJu7sE49mo4.
Some traditions continue:
Nothing, including a
pandemic, will deter Mary,
Joseph, and the donkey
from making their pilgrimage from Nazareth to
Bethlehem this year. You
can follow their progress in
worship on Sunday
mornings. (Thank you to
Mimi Tilley for equipping
them with masks!)
Plans are still being
finalized for some events,

but here’s the schedule as
we have it to date:
• Dec. 10, 5:30-6:00 p.m.:
Welcome Table
• Dec. 15, 6:30 p.m.:
Service of Memory and
Hope
• Dec. 19, 6:00-8:00 p.m.:
Drive-thru Nativity
• Dec. 20, 10:30 a.m.:
Lessons and Carols, and
ordination and installation
of elders
• Dec. 24, 6:30 p.m.: Drivein family Christmas Eve
service
• Dec. 24, 8:00 p.m.:
Christmas Eve
Communion and candlelight service (virtual)
(continued on page 3)

Financial stewardship emphasizes “Connections”
Vital to our life as a
congregation are the
connections we have with
one another. As the apostle
Paul reminds us, we are one
body with many members,
and all of us are connected
in Christ. Our usual opportunities to connect with one
another are limited because
of COVID-19, but we are
making the most of it.
Our financial stewardship
emphasis this month
reminds us of how our
mission and ministries in
and through FPC connect
us to one another, to our
community, and to the
world. You can hear about

that directly from Sue
Byrne, Rosalyn McKeownIce, Anna Robinson, and
Willow Tilley on our FPC
YouTube channel (https://
www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLpJSQi80Rb8QA1YblV
yzPVSOL2kkNHUJM).
Our witness as a
congregation over the past
75 years has happened
through God’s grace and
the faithful generosity of
those who have gone
before us. Now it is our
turn. Hopefully, you
recently received a letter
from our Stewardship
committee chair, Joe
Everitt, along with a

narrative budget and pledge
card. We ask that you
prayerfully consider making
a financial pledge to FPC for
the coming year. Doing so is
a demonstration of your
commitment to the work
God is doing in our midst,
and it is enormously helpful
to the Session in formulating
a budget for 2021. Pledges
can be sent to the church by
mail, or you can use this link
to pledge online: forms.gle/
kUEuJiDGi8QQyP6e7
We ask that you return
your pledge no later than
Dec. 15. Thank you!
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

“It’s the most wonderful
time of the year!” may well
be near the top of my list
of the most tired, overused
holiday songs ever. For this
SNL fan, the song conjures
up the image of Will Ferrell
spinning round and round,
faster and faster, until he
“loses his cookies,” as the
saying goes.
The song may have lost its
luster for me, but the
sentiment is as exciting as
ever. The season of
Advent, leading up to
Christmas, is my favorite
time in the life of the
church as it points the way
to the birth of Jesus and
ushers in a new liturgical
year. The music, the
candles, the liturgy—it’s a
great time to be a worship
planner and preacher!
There’s a drawback to
this season, however.

December traditionally runs
everyone ragged. We in the
church are not immune to
the push to pack in as many
extra activities as we can;
if anything, we perpetuate
the frenzy. It’s as if we have
edited John the Baptist’s call
to read, “Prepare the way
of the Lord—with four
cantatas, three pageants,
two rounds of caroling, and
a partridge in a pear tree.”
While I pray the world
never deals with another
pandemic before Jesus
returns, one of the
blessings, if you will, of
our current situation is the
opportunity to experience
Advent and Christmas with
the calendar less packed.
What will you do with the
time? How might you use it
to reflect on God’s gift of
love that is coming into the
world?

I am spending part of each
day with an Advent
devotional by Gayle Boss
entitled, All Creation Waits:
The Advent Mystery of New
Beginnings (Paraclete Press,
2016). Each daily entry
describes how a particular
animal prepares itself for
winter, which involves
tending to “the essentials
that ensure survival”—
slowing down, settling in,
and waiting for warmth and
light to return. “[Animals]
can be our guides,” Boss
writes. “They can be to us
‘a book about God … a
word of God,’ the God who
comes, even in the darkest
season, to bring us a new
beginning.”
May you have a meaningful, hunkered-down Advent.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

Pandemic blessing
A joyous phenomenon of moving to virtual worship has been how those who gather for the service each week come
from the north, south, east, and west—literally! Gene and Roz sign on from Oregon, as do Valerie and Doug from
South Carolina, Linda from Kentucky, Peter from New Jersey, Susan from Indiana, and several more.
And then there’s my friend Wendy. She rarely misses being with us on Sundays and she regularly sends us a financial
contribution. Here’s a note from wonderful Wendy to the congregation:
Hello. My name is Wendy Belaski and I’m from NE Pennsylvania.
I was asked to share my thoughts on your online service that First Presbyterian has been offering during the COVID-19
outbreak. I learned of your online services because I am friends with Rev. Sharon. We were at Maryville College together and
friends on Facebook.
When I first followed in March I was hooked. The music, hymns that I know, Sharon’s sermons, the bulletin online, and the
obvious joy of the people participating in the service had me tuning in. I think there are only about two services I have missed
since you started.
I especially like that I am a “sibling in Christ” with all of you even though you don’t know me. Communion has been extremely
meaningful to me because I know that everyone present and watching the service are joined together in the Spirit. This has been
very uplifting to me. This service is reaching out far beyond your congregation.
The hymns are ones I know so even though you can’t see or hear me, I’m singing along. Prayer of Confession, the Lord’s Prayer,
and other speaking parts are being spoken along with all of you. Scripture readings and Rev. Sharon’s sermons leave me
something to ponder for the following week. Everyone who participates in the service conveys love and caring.
Most of you are in East Tennessee but know that there is a Sister in NE Pennsylvania that hears you and shares in your love of
Christ for the world. We, no matter where we live, are working on being the body of Christ everywhere.
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Christmas at FPC details (from page 1)
Dec. 10: Welcome Table
We will distribute drivethru taco soup dinners, as
well as groceries for a
holiday meal. Distribution
will be 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Dec. 15: Service of
Memory and Hope
Sometimes called a “blue
Christmas” event, FPC will
hold our annual service of
memory and hope on
Tuesday, Dec. 15, 6:30 p.m.,
via our Facebook page
(same link as the one for
Sunday morning worship).
While this service is
designed with those in mind
for whom the holiday
season is difficult, everyone
who desires a quiet,
reflective worship
experience will find it in this
simple candlelight service.
It is an opportunity to
remember loved ones who
are no longer with us, and
to gather strength for these
present days.

Dec. 19: Drive-thru
Nativity
FPC is joining eight
congregations in presenting
a drive-thru nativity. From
6:00 to 8:00 p.m., folks are
invited to drive by the
following churches in order,
beginning with First
Christian Church on the
west end of town, to view
scenes from the Christmas
story:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

•

First Christian Church:
the angel appears to
Mary
Church of Jesus Christ
LDS: Mary visits
Elizabeth
High Places Community
Church: Road to
Bethlehem
First United Methodist
Church: No room at
the inn
St. Stephen’s Episcopal
Church: Nativity in
stable
Grace Lutheran Church:
Angels visit the
shepherds
First Baptist Church:
Visit of the Magi
First Presbyterian
Church: Christmas at
home
Oak Ridge Unitarian
Universalist Church:
Merry Christmas

There is no cost for the
event, but you are asked to
bring canned goods that will
be distributed at local food
pantries.
If you would like to
help with interpreting
and/or staging FPC’s
scene of “Christmas at
Home,” please contact
Adrienne in the church
office (483-1318).
Dec. 20: Lessons and
Carols, and ordination/
installation of elders
Yes, indeed, we will have
Lessons and Carols during
worship. How it will happen
is still being crafted! We will
also ordain and install our
new class of ruling elders,

who will begin their threeyear term of service on
Session on Jan. 1. They are
Jason Goodman, Kiersten
Ruisard, Dan Terpstra, and
Elaine Wilson.

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve
services
We are offering two
different opportunities to
gather as a congregation
on Christmas Eve.
The 6:30 p.m. service will
be a drive-in event: Park in
the church lot, remain in
your car, and tune in via the
radio (thanks to our newly
acquired FM transmitter) to
hear the Christmas story,
sing carols, and “light”
candles.
At 8:00 p.m., we will have
our traditional Communion
and candlelight service via
Facebook live. While we
will stream it live at 8:00
p.m., it, like all of our
Sunday morning worship
services, will be available
for viewing at a later time.

Sunday worship
online continues
FPC’s online worship
services begin each
Sunday morning with an
extended musical
prelude at 10:20 a.m.
The Facebook Live link,
which does not change
from week to week, is
https://www.facebook.
com/First-PresbyterianChurch-Oak-Ridge-TN309180789463/. You do
not need a Facebook
account to access the
service.
The bulletin for each
service is available to
download from FPC’s
website (fpcor.org).
If you would like a hard
copy of the bulletin
from the church office
for use on a Sunday
morning, please let
Adrienne know
(fpcadmin@comcast.net
or 680-7837).
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Children and youth Advent classes

Christmas
Pageant
A virtual Christmas
pageant by FPC
children, youth, and
families is currently
in progress. Be on
the lookout for
more details closer
to Christmas.

The children and youth
classes have begun the
Advent devotional, “Do
Not Be Afraid,” from
Illustrated Ministry. The
theme comes from the
angels’ message in the first
two chapters of the Gospel
According to Luke: Do Not
be afraid. This phrase is an
instruction God gave to
God’s people throughout

their history, and it’s a
message God continues to
give us today. We will
explore what it looks like to
hold hope when life feels
really uncertain, to bring
peace in the face of fear, to
practice joy when everything
seems burdensome, and to
choose love, when sometimes, it’s just really hard.

Both classes will have a
devotional and an activity
on Zoom. The Pathfinders
children’s class for pre-K
through 3rd grade meets
each Sunday at 11:30 a.m.
The Faith Seekers youth
class for 4th through 12th
grades meets on Sundays
at 5:30 p.m.—Ryan Tilley,
children and youth ministries
director

December topics of the Let's Talk About It class
Let's Talk About It is a
Sunday School class engaged
in media-driven discussions
of social and environmental
justice issues. Upcoming
topics include:
Dec 6: Conversation with
Debra Reinstra, host of the
podcast Refugia and professor of English at Calvin University. https://
debrarienstra.com/refugiapodcast/ See especially:
https://debrarienstra.com/
episode-1-dave-koetje/ and
https://debrarienstra.com/
episode-15-momentum-into

-the-next-thing-billmckibben-on-fightingoverwhelming-odds-andpraying-through-mentalstatic/
Dec 13: Discussion of the
obstacles to solar power
and the documentary
Jonathan Scott’s Power Trip on
PBS: https://www.pbs.org/
independentlens/videos/
jonathan-scotts-power-trip/
Dec 20: Conversation with
Rick Ufford-Chase, founder
of Borderlinks, former
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) moderator, former

executive director of the
Presbyterian Peace
Fellowship, recent director
of Stony Point Conference
Center, and all-round
PCUSA activist.
Dec 27, Jan 3: Holiday
Break

Join us on Zoom at 9 a.m.
Sunday before the livestreamed worship service.
Some of our recent
participants are residents
of New York City, Chicago,
North Carolina, and
Maryville, Tenn.

Music at FPC
Here is a brief update on
music at FPC. The choir has
not had rehearsals or sung
for worship since March.
We are missing singing
together and each other.
Usually, we begin rehearsing
music for Advent and
Christmas in late September
or early October. By the
first Sunday in Advent,
music for Advent,
Christmas, and Epiphany
would be prepared and set
in order in our folders.

Instrumentalists would be
hired and those rehearsals
planned. And, we would
already be looking forward
to the post-Christmas
gathering at Peggy and Dan
Terpstra’s home in January.
Not so this year. We have
kept in touch with each
other by Zoom and email,
but we miss singing
together.
A few people have sung for
worship these past months,

and deserve our thanks:
Camille, Jason, Larry, Mary,
Peggy T, and Herb. And, a
big thank you to Peggy
Hinkle for faithfully playing
week after week, inside or
outside! These times have
been challenging for all, and
I am grateful for the
support that has been
offered for the music each
week.—Anna Thomas, music
director
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FPC family Thanksgiving pictures

Upper left—the Haddens Thanksgiving day walk took them to the Deep
Creek Marina in Newport News, Va.
Upper right—Jo Kendrick enjoying the beautiful late November weather
Lower left—The Robinson crew
At right—Paul Akers digging into dessert!
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Belize Water Mission evolves
As you might imagine,
travel to Belize has been
impossible since March. As
a result, our commitment to
addressing water insecurity
in Belize has been evolving.
We’re adapting to the new
reality by figuring out ways
to work remotely with our
partners in Belize.
We are currently working
with the United Pentecostal
Primary School in the village
of San Antonio, which is just

Water treatment building
near the United Pentecostal
Primary School in San
Antonio, Cayo, Belize

Thanksgiving feasts at the Dukes (left) and Youngs (right)

down an almost impassable
road from the village of El
Progresso, where we
installed a Living Waters for
the World water-treatment
system in 2018. San
Antonio’s water purification
system installed by another
organization has broken
down and is no longer
serviceable. We have held
several Zoom meetings with
the principal and water
system operators. We

produced a design to
replace their system that
will efficiently utilize their
existing building, and we
provided them with training
videos produced by Living
Waters for the World. The
next step will be to procure the necessary equipment for their system. Interestingly, our expenses
will be about half of what
we typically spend on a water project because our
mission team had no travel
and in-country expenses
this year.
We are also working to
establish an in-country
partnership with Pathlight
International to support
construction and maintenance of this and future
projects. Pathlight has
extensive experience
supporting mission teams in
Belize, including running the
Jaguar Creek Mission Center where our teams have
stayed frequently.
An interesting wrinkle in
our ongoing work in Belize
has resulted from their
national elections, which
occurred a week after ours.
The party that has run the
country for the past decade
was voted out of office.
Many of the relationships
that we had established
in the government
bureaucracy have now
disappeared. This change
may hinder us as we move
forward; however, there
are some indications that
the new government may
be more favorable to some
of the villages where we
have been working.
—Dave Mullins
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The temple mounds at John Knox Center
Many local Presbyterians
who have visited John Knox
Center on Watts Bar Lake
have enjoyed participating in
evening worship services held
near a tall cross on top of a
raised mass of grass-covered
earth.
That rounded mass is called
a temple mound, and it was
likely built before the 17th
century by the Yuchis, a
Native American tribe that
populated much of East
Tennessee back then.
I learned about the Yuchis
and the two mounds at John
Knox Center during a talk
given to a group meeting in
room 102 a few years ago.
The speaker was David
Hackett, an Oak Ridge
ethnohistorian and founder of
the Yuchi National Archive.
The Yuchis were known to
be builders of sacred burial
mounds. They dug graves and
buried their dead in these
mounds. And they lived on

top of the mounds to keep
their children safe from animal
attacks.
Hackett, who has a Yuchi
heritage, revealed that
“Tennessee” is not a
Cherokee word, but a
combination of two Yuchi
words. “Tana” means
“brother” and “Tse” means
“waters,” or a confluence of
streams such as the joining of
the Holston and French Broad
rivers to form the Tennessee
River.
The Yuchis lived in the
eastern Tennessee River
Valley during the 13th to 17th
centuries. In the 16th century,
many Yuchis died from deadly
epidemics after contact with
Spanish explorers. In the 17th
century, most Yuchis migrated
south to Alabama, Georgia,
South Carolina, and Florida.
In the 18th century, the
declining Yuchi population
was absorbed into the Creek
Nation and the Cherokee

Nation, which became
dominant in Tennessee.
Starting in 1830, the federal
government under Andrew
Jackson’s leadership forced
125,000 Native Americans
(including Cherokees and
Yuchis) in the South to walk
hundreds of miles west to
Oklahoma. The “Trail of Tears”
walk caused almost 4,000 to
die of starvation, disease, and
exposure.
The “Indian removal” was
attributed to the demand for
more arable land for growing
cotton, the discovery of gold on
Cherokee land, and many white
southerners’ racial prejudice
toward Native Americans.
Because they were enrolled in
other federally recognized
tribes, the Yuchis have been
unsuccessful in their persistent
20-year effort to win federal
and state recognition as a tribe
with a separate identity.
—Carolyn Krause

Worship services are held on top of this “temple mound” at John Knox Center. The Yuchis built it several centuries ago.
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At right—Daisy and Cynthia Campen
Below—Thanksgiving at the Layendecker home

Above—Willow Brook Elementary teachers display
coffee, donuts, and handmade masks for them as FPC’s
special treat for them.
At right—Assembly line for Advent wreath kits
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FPC would usually receive the Christmas Joy Offering on Christmas Eve. In this
unusual year, please consider sending a check to the church with “Christmas Joy”
on the memo line, or using the QR code on the back of The Banner to give online.
The Christmas Joy Offering is the last of four annual special offerings of the PC
(USA). By making a gift to the Christmas Joy offering you support past and present
church leaders through the Board of Pensions Assistance Program. Through this
program, church workers can receive critical financial assistance to support them
through life’s challenging circumstances. You also help prepare the way for future
leaders by promoting education and leadership development through the
establishment and support of racial ethnic schools and colleges.

Year-end contributions before Dec. 31
Final contributions for 2020 must be received by Dec. 31. If you mail in your
contributions, please allow plenty of time to account for holiday-related postal
delays. Also, if you send in a contribution early for your 2021 pledge in order to
deduct it from this year’s taxes, please note “2021 pledge” on the memo line.
Thank you for your faithful giving.

Church office hours during the holidays
The church office is open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to noon. The office will be
closed on Christmas Day, the following Monday, Dec. 28, and New Year’s Day.

December Birthdays
12/2 Diane Krause
12/3 Lewis Phillips
12/5 Tammy Pietrzak
12/6 Mimi Tilley
12/10 Jenny Lindsey
12/12 Micah Bostick
12/18 William Becker
12/18 Jeannie Trowbridge
12/21 Cheryl Kinneberg
12/21 Dan Terpstra
12/25 Mike Hilliard
12/27 Jean Bangham
12/28 Jason Goodman
and Anniversaries
12/1 Gail & Phil King
12/8 Bill & Debbie
Bostick
12/18 Dan & Peggy
Terpstra
12/21 Kate & Walt
Porter
12/21 Susan Sharp &
Richard Ward
12/31 Elizabeth Andrews
& Richard Long
Congratulations!

Roof repairs on the front
of the church
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