This month
 New schedule!!!
 Welcome Table
 Youth group
 Cider & cookies
 Caroling
 Service of Memory &
Hope
 Lessons & Carols
 Christmas eve
 Coffee Chat
 Fifth Sunday

Welcome Table
Dec. 6
5:00 p.m.
*****

Angel tree
Project—
Please leave
your wrapped
gifts in the
fellowship hall
Sunday, Dec. 9.
Thank you!
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“It’s a Wonderful Life” at FPC for Advent
This year the season of
Advent begins on Dec. 2.
Our theme for the season is
“It’s a Wonderful Life.” We
will usher in Advent—which
also launches a new liturgical
year—with a brand-new
Sunday morning schedule.
All classes for all ages will be
at 9:00 a.m., followed by
fellowship time at 10:00
a.m., and worship at 10:30
a.m. Note: All Sunday school
classes will convene together in
the fellowship hall at 9:00 a.m.
on Dec. 2 to kick off the new
schedule before breaking off
into their own groups.
The traditional elements of
worship during this season
will be back, including the
lighting of the Advent candles, journeying with Mary

and Joseph (and the donkey)
to Bethlehem, special music,
and much more.
Here is the schedule of
events for Advent and
Christmas:
Dec. 2: We will celebrate
Communion during the
10:30 a.m. worship service.
Dec. 9: The new class of
ruling elders will be
ordained and/or installed
during the 10:30 a.m.
worship service. As a firsttime elder, Matt Lindsey will
be ordained. He, along with
Matt Stone, Candice
Strickler, and Melinda Tilley,
will be installed as the class
of 2021 to serve on Session.
Dec. 16: Big day! Our
annual “Cookies and Cider”
cookie exchange will take

place during the 10:00 a.m.
fellowship time. We will
recognize three new
members during the 10:30
a.m. worship service. Finally,
all are invited to go caroling
at nearby retirement/
assisted living facilities at
4:30 p.m., followed by—you
guessed it—more cookies
and cider!
Dec. 23: The choir will lead
us in Lessons and Carols
during the 10:30 a.m. worship service.
Dec. 24: We will offer two
Christmas Eve Communion
candlelight services. The
first, designed with children
in mind, will be at 4:30 p.m.
The second will be at 10:30
p.m.

Service of memory and hope Dec. 18
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This time of year is filled
with twinkling lights, special
music, and lots of eggnog.
But some folks experience
the holiday season as
difficult for several reasons.
Sometimes called a “blue
Christmas” gathering, FPC
will hold what we call a
service of memory and hope
on Tuesday evening, Dec.
18, at 6:30 p.m., in the
sanctuary.
While the service is
designed with those in mind
for whom the holiday season

is not so merry and bright,
everyone who desires a
quiet, reflective worship
experience will find it in this
simple candlelight service.
It is a way to remember
loved ones who are no
longer with us, to gather
strength for present
challenges, and to simply
be still in the midst of a
bustling, frantic season.
Invite friends and neighbors
to join you. If you need a
ride, please let Adrienne
know (483-1318).

Final FPC “Fifth
Sunday” for 2018
on Dec. 30
Dec. 30 is the final fifth
Sunday this year. We will
worship at 10:30 a.m., and
then gather afterward for
refreshments and a toast
to 2019. That evening, the
entire congregation is
invited to watch the classic
movie “It’s a Wonderful
Life” in the fellowship hall,
complete with popcorn
and beverages!
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

Sharon’s flying momentos. If you
missed her sermon on lessons
from flying, you can find it online
at fpcor.org.

Happy New Year! Happy
new liturgical year, that is.
It’s an odd time to begin a
new year. After all, we will
turn the page to a new
calendar year in just a few
weeks.
But the church year
doesn’t follow the calendar
year—or the academic or
fiscal calendars. The church
year follows the life of Jesus.
Thus, we begin the liturgical/church year with the
season of Advent, which
affords us four weeks of
preparation for the birth
of the Christ child on
Christmas.
Speaking of new things,
you know that First
Presbyterian Church
commences with a new
Sunday morning schedule
on Dec. 2—the first Sunday
of Advent. While in no way
equating the import of our
Sunday schedule to that of
the life of Jesus, the new

schedule does seem to
merit more attention than
it might if we were to begin
on Jan. 1.
Just in case you’ve been
living under a rock
(sometimes I feel like I have
been), all Sunday morning
educational opportunities
will start at 9:00 a.m.; we
will no longer have classes
immediately after worship.
We’ll have a 10:00
fellowship time, followed
by worship at 10:30 a.m.
Like anything new, it will
take a while for the
schedule to become
routine. The Session hopes
we have anticipated all of
the elements to it, but we
will inevitably be making
slight adjustments as we
go along to address those
items we can’t identify until
we actually get started.
All of this is predicated,
of course, on your
participation. If you are

looking for a New Year’s
resolution, how about
trying something different
this time around? How
about choosing Advent as
the time to make a change
in your life, and to do so
here at FPC? Sunday
morning will afford you
the opportunity to grow
your faith, inwardly and
outwardly. It will give you
a leg up on traversing this
huge, complicated world,
and it will offer solid
support to you as you
nurture your own unique,
particular life. You will
deepen ongoing friendships
and make new ones.
I look forward to
preparing for the birth of
Jesus and to sharing with
you in this exciting new
season of our life together
as a community of faith.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

D e ce mb e r 2 0 1 8
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FPC Spotlight: Christine Iversen & Peter Bancroft
Christine Iversen moved
to Oak Ridge about five
years ago to be near her
two daughters and her two
grandsons. She and her
partner, Peter Bancroft,
joined FPC on Oct. 7, 2018.
Chris was born in
Cleveland and raised in
Parma, Ohio. She is the
daughter of a railroad
electrician “who had a
heating service on the side
so we could take vacations”
and a mother who became
a secretary “to help earn
money to see me through
college.” Chris, who moved
to Lansing, Mich., to attend
Michigan State University,
was the first in her family to
go to college.
“Education was important
to my parents, who were
children of immigrants from
Ukraine,” she said. She
earned a bachelor’s degree
in geology, with minors in
math and education, at Kent
State University in Ohio.
While there, she
experienced a “life-altering
event” in May 1970 when
four of the Kent State
students protesting the U.S.
bombing of Cambodia were
killed by Ohio National
Guardsmen. Later, she
taught geology at a
community college while
working on an M.S. degree
in geology at Michigan State.
She worked for the state
of Michigan for 30 years as a
groundwater geologist (and
after retirement, for
Weston Solutions, an
environmental consulting
firm). She was one of only
three women geologists

employed by the state at the
time. In Michigan she raised
two daughters, who now
live in Oak Ridge. Colleen
Iversen, who is married and
has two young sons, is an
award-winning climate
scientist at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory.
Michelle is one board exam
away from being a licensed
acupuncturist.
The son of a physician,
Peter was born and raised in
Kennebunkport, Maine. He
received his B.A. degree
from Amherst College in
Massachusetts and his J.D.
from the University of
Virginia Law School. He
spent most of his career at
Alex. Brown Realty, Inc., a
Baltimore real estate
investment firm where he
was senior vice president
and director. Previously, he
was a lawyer with T. Rowe
Price, the mutual fund
company. Peter has two
daughters in North Carolina:
Sarah, who is employed by
McKinsey and Company, the
consulting firm, and Anne,
who works as a financial
analyst.
Chris met Peter in January
2016 on a Road Scholar
hiking trip in Death Valley,
Calif. Since they are both
avid travelers, they began
meeting monthly to go on a
trip together. In March
2018, they bought a home in
Oak Ridge.
After visiting many
different churches in the
Oak Ridge area, Chris and
Peter decided they felt most
comfortable at First
Presbyterian. “I feel this is a

welcoming and doing
church,” Chris said. “Here,
people are active in the
church, kind to each other,
respect each other, and
want to help out in any way
they can.” Peter added that
“The church’s commitment
to the world beyond its
congregation is important
to me.”
Peter has recently joined
the Oak Ridge Breakfast
Rotary Club and is
interested in getting
involved in local housing
matters. Chris is active with
the League of Women
Voters on its climate change
initiative and with a Girls
Inc. science camp here. At
FPC both are involved with
the Welcome Table.

Christine Iversen &
Peter Bancroft
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FPC Youth Group schedule

See the next page
for updates on the
new Sunday school
schedule.
There’s something
for everyone!

Our youth group (grades 4-12) meets regularly from 5:30-7:00 p.m. on Sunday
evenings. However, during December we have some different opportunities for
the Advent season. Here’s what’s ahead for December:
Fri., Nov. 30—Movie night, 6:00-8:30 p.m., room 102 (see note below)
Sun., Dec. 2—No youth group
Sat., Dec. 8—Dinner at 5:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall, followed by
Christmas parade watching
Sun., Dec. 9—No youth group
Sun., Dec. 16—meet at 4:30 to go caroling
Sun., Dec. 23—No youth group
Sun., Dec. 30—Progressive dinner! (Look for more details by email.)

A volunteer opportunity
We are always grateful for folks who will provide a simple meal for the youth
group on a Sunday evening. Please contact the office at (865) 483-1318 or
fpcadmin@comcast.net if you want to help.

The youth, getting the church decorated for Advent
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Christian education
Sunday school classes for all ages
Snacks and beverages provided
Nursery (through age 3), first floor, Education building
Kidz Zone
(age 4 thru grade 4, Education building) Music, Godly Play, and learning
basic Bible stories. December lead teachers: Pete Johnson, Martina Ward
Youth
(grades 5-12, gather in fellowship hall) Discussions on Scripture and faith
and how to apply them to issues that confront youth. Lead teacher:
Peggy Terpstra
Where Faith and Life Intersect
[young adults & parents of children, room 100 (library) in the Activities
building] Deepening one's faith while juggling everything else.
Facilitator: Sharon Youngs
Early Birds
(adults, room 6, sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
Teachers: Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
Rise 'n' Shine
(adults, parlor, Sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible study.
Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah Tippett

Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study,
taught by Sharon Youngs,
is taking a break until
Wednesday, Jan. 9. At that
time we will resume our
regular meeting time of
Wednesdays at 5:45 p.m., in
the parlor. We’ll start the
new year with a study of
women in the Bible.
The class is designed so
that anyone can join the
conversation at any point.
Childcare is available.

Pictionary passed the time while waiting for turkey
and trimmings at the Thanksgiving dinner
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FPC will receive the Christmas
Joy Offering on Christmas Eve.
Please indicate “Christmas
Joy” on the memo line of your
check, or give online by clicking on the link at fpcor.org .

The Christmas Joy
Offering is the last of four
annual special offerings of
the PC(USA). By making a
gift to the Christmas Joy
offering you:
 Support past and present
church leaders through

the Board of Pensions
Assistance Program.
Through this program,
church workers can
receive critical financial
assistance to support
them through life’s
challenging circumstances.

 Prepare

the way for
future leaders by
promoting education and
leadership development
through the establishment
and support of racial
ethnic schools and
colleges.

DID YOU KNOW? • The Christmas Joy Offering has been a cherished Presbyterian
tradition since the 1930s. • The offering distributes gifts equally to the Assistance Program
of the Board of Pensions and to Presbyterian-related racial ethnic schools and colleges.
• The Assistance Program provides critical financial support to church workers and their
families. • Presbyterian-related schools and colleges provide education and leadership
development while nurturing racial and ethnic heritage. This has been a Presbyterian
commitment for nearly 140 years.

Please send in year-end
contributions before Dec. 31
The contributions for 2018 must
be received by Dec. 31. If you mail in your
contributions, please allow plenty of time
to account for any holiday-related postal
delays. If you send in a contribution early
for your 2019 pledge in order to deduct it
from this year’s taxes, please clearly note
in the memo line the year for which the
pledge is intended.

Session news: pastor’s sabbatical
plan and CLP covenant ok’d
At its regular meeting in November, Session approved
• Pastor Sharon Youngs’ proposal for her sabbatical
from May 20 to Aug. 19, 2019.
• a revised Session operating policy for non-ordained
staff.
• the Commissioned Lay Pastor covenant with
Rosalyn McKeown-Ice for 2019.
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Bits ‘n’ pieces
FPC Women’s lunch
Food 4 Kids
Meet at First
United Methodist
Church on Monday,
Dec. 10 , at 1:30
p.m., to help pack food items for
local children and youth who are
at risk of hunger.

The FPC women will gather at Gallo Loco
for lunch on Monday, Oct. 8, at 12:30 p.m.
Gallo Loco is one of the local eateries that
donates a portion of their profits to ADFAC
the second Monday each month.

FPC Men’s lunch:
The FPC men meet for lunch each Monday
at 11:30 a.m. at The Soup Kitchen.

Blossom Center fundraiser
Blossom Center’s Christmas Bake Sale and
Silent Auction with soup and chili for sale will
be held here at First Presbyterian on Saturday,
Dec.15, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. For more
information, contact Creed Mushjmbo at (865)
370-5443. Proceeds from the fundraiser will be used to support the daily
functions of this extended hours childcare center. FPC members and friends
are invited to help support this much needed service in our community.

December birthdays…
12/2 Diane Krause
12/3 Eric Darko
12/3 Lewis Phillips
12/5 Tammy Pietrzak
12/6 Mimi Tilley
12/10 Jenny Lindsey
12/11 Mary Cathcart
12/12 Micah Bostick
12/18 Jeannie Trowbridge
12/21 Dan Terpstra
12/25 Mike Hilliard
12/27 Jean Bangham
and anniversaries
Gail & Phil King
Bonnie & Syd
Murray
12/8 Bill & Debbie
Bostick
12/18 Dan & Peggy
Terpstra
12/21 Kate & Walt
Porter
12/21 Susan Sharp &
Richard Ward
12/31 Elizabeth Andrews
Long & Rich Long
12/1
12/2

Congratulations!

Some FPC folks and helpers from MCRRC volunteering for the Ecumenical Storehouse
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Worship Volunteers
Sunday, December 2 - 1st Sunday of Advent
Liturgist: Wendy Myers
Acolyte: Rebecca Davenport
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: McKenzie Hale
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team I, led by Irene Darko
Counters: Gene Ice, Shirley Sauls
Flowers: Bonnie & Syd Murray
Fellowship Hosts: Jere Duke, Judy Greeson
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, December 23 - 4th Sunday of Advent
Liturgist: Kathy Layendecker
Acolyte: Nathan Myers
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: Debbie Bostick
Sound Guild: Carolyn Krause
Ushers: Team IV, led by Dennis Strickler
Counters: Gail King, Bonnie Murray
Flowers: Dave & Mary Mullins
Fellowship Hosts: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, December 9 - 2nd Sunday of Advent
Liturgist: Matt Lindsey
Acolyte: River Tilley
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: Anne Backus
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Team II, led by George Darko
Counters: Lou Dunlap, Fred Haywood
Flowers: Susan Sharp & Richard Ward
Fellowship Hosts: Mike Hilliard, Dave Mullins
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Monday, December 24 - Christmas Eve
(This list is a work in progress...bear with us.  )
Liturgist:
Acolyte:
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
Sound Guild:
Ushers:
Counters:
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, December 16 - 3rd Sunday of Advent
Liturgist: TBA
Acolyte: Avery Myers
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: Nanette King
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Gray
Counters: Bill Bostick, Susan Sharp
Flowers: Shirley Knight
Fellowship Hosts: Lou Dunlap, Margaret Ann King
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, December 30
Liturgist: TBA
Acolyte: Megan Stone
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: Martina Ward
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team I, led by Irene Darko
Counters: Jim Campbell, Jim Tonne
Flowers: Mary Childress
Fellowship Hosts: Darlene Sanders & Elaine Wilson
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Choir schedule & news
The Chancel Choir holds regular weekly rehearsals on
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the choir room, located to
the left of the pulpit in the sanctuary. New voices are
always welcome and childcare is available.
Anna Thomas, music director

December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Sat

7

8

2

3

4

5

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

11:30 Men’s lunch

12:15 Centering
Prayer

9 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

9 am Elder
training

7 pm Choir

2 pm meal prep
5 pm Welcome Table

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Youth
group—dinner
& Christmas
parade viewing

11
12:15 Centering
Prayer
1 pm CC&W mtg
2 pm Welcome team

12

13

14

15

5:15 ADFAC mtg
6 pm Boy Scouts
6 pm Social
concerns mtg

5:30 P&M meeting
5:30 AA
6:30 Guitar workshop

6:30 Youth council

17
11:30 Men’s lunch

12 pm Worship mtg
2 pm Jane Aker’s
memorial service

6 pm Boy Scouts
6:30 CE meeting

9

10

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

10:30 ADFAC
lunch
11:30 Men’s lunch
12:30 Women’s
lunch

1 pm AAUW
Holiday Tea

16
9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
“Cider &
Cookies”
10:30 Worship
4:30 Christmas
caroling
6:30 Dem. for E. TN

6 pm Boy Scouts

23

24

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

11:30 Men’s lunch

5:30 AA
6:30 Guitar workshop

6

Fri

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

8 am—4 pm
Blossom Center
Fundraiser

7pm Choir

7 pm Finance mtg

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

18

19

20

21

10 am Book forum
12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:30 AA
5:30 P&M mtg
6:30 Service of
Memory & Hope
6:30 Guitar workshop
25

6:30 Session
7 pm Choir

6 pm TCWP mtg

26

27

7:30 Chinese
Bible study
28

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

30

31

1 January

2

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
11:30 “Fifth Sunday”

9:30 Coffee Chat
11:30 Men’s lunch

Office Closed

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

3

4

5

6:30 Youth
movie night
6 pm Boy Scouts

29

9 am
“Uncensored”

Office closed for Christmas

4:30 & 10:30
Christmas eve
candlelight
services

5:30 Youth group—
progressive dinner

22

5:45 Bible study
Choir party

Please note this calendar is subject to change. Check fpcor.org for real-time calendar.

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

First Presbyterian Church
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Oak Ridge, TN 37831
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

