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Slate ready for
ruling elders,
class of 2023
The Session has called
a meeting of the
congregation for Sunday,
Nov. 15, following
worship (approximately
11:15 a.m.), for the
purpose of electing
ruling elders to serve on
Session (class of 2023).
The Nominating
Committee’s slate of
names: Jason Goodman,
Kiersten Ruisard, Dan
Terpstra, and Elaine
Wilson.
The meeting will take
place virtually via Zoom.
Look for details about
the meeting in upcoming
weekly emails, including
information about Jason,
Kiersten, Dan, and
Elaine, as well as how we
will conduct the meeting
virtually.

Colder temperatures mean
a return to indoor worship
on Sunday mornings at First
Presbyterian Church,
beginning Sunday, Nov. 1.
We will resume protocols
that were in place earlier in
the summer: registration in
advance (see p.3), a
maximum of 20 persons,
temperature checks at
arrival, masks required at all
times, physical distancing
observed (follow ushers’
direction re: where to sit),

no congregational singing,
and no fellowship time.
And please note: If you are
not feeling well on a Sunday
morning, or are at a higherthan-normal risk for
contracting COVID-19
(age, underlying health
condition, and so forth),
please consider remaining
at home.
The Session has made a
commitment to do what is
necessary for us to continue
to offer a virtual option for

worship services, even when
the pandemic has waned.
The first step in that process
is a new camera for
livestreaming on Facebook.
Hopefully, as of Nov. 8,
we’ll be trading out Sharon’s
iPhone camera that sits on a
tripod to a camera in the
sound booth that will offer
more options visually and
liturgically. Also, to come by
the end of the year will be
an upgrade to the audio
system.

Stewardship offers “Connections”
The theme for this fall’s
stewardship emphasis is
“Connections.” Being in the
midst of a pandemic has
afforded us time to examine
our connections with one
another, with FPC, with our
community, and with God.
We will celebrate those ties,
offer our gratitude to God
for the gifts that are ours
daily, and look ahead to
next year’s opportunities to
deepen our mission and

ministries in and beyond
our congregation for the
sake of the gospel.
This season’s focus on
our financial stewardship
will take place virtually.
A number of individuals
have made short video clips
about their involvement in
several of FPC’s programs
and ministries. In addition,
you will be receiving
electronically a packet of
information that will include

Connections

a budget narrative, a letter
from Stewardship
Committee chair Joe Everitt,
and a pledge card.
Much more to come!

Congregational book study begins
A three-session book
study for all interested
folks begins next Sunday,
Nov. 8. Organized by the
Christian Education
Committee and facilitated
by CE Committee co-chair
Martina Ward, the study will
focus on Austin Channing

Brown’s book, I’m Still Here:
Black Dignity in a World
Made for Whiteness. (The
book is available on
amazon.com. If you’d like
for FPC to secure a copy
for you, let Adrienne
know.)

Discussions will take place
via Zoom from 7:00 to 8:30
p.m. on Nov. 8 (chapters 14), Nov. 15 (chapters 5-9),
and Nov. 22 (chapters 1014). Look for the Zoom link
in next week’s email.
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

This time last month I
was, for the most part,
bemoaning the arrival of
October. Historically, it has
been a month of major
transitions in my life—most
of them involving loss.
Now, a month later, I have
an emerging appreciation
for the season of autumn,
thanks to the Oak Ridge
Greenway.

My dog Callie and I have
walked the same greenway
trails every other day or so
since early April. Back then,
my gaze was downward,
looking for new buds breaking through the ground. I
was not disappointed—
trillium, little brown jugs,
fiddlehead ferns, and more.
Springtime at its finest!
Summer came, and my
gaze shifted to a more
general panorama of life in
the woods—an occasional
deer, a trail of ivy winding
its way around a tree,
mosquitos (of course), and
such.
And then fall arrived—
October, in particular. I
found myself looking overhead where the most vivid
colors were on display—
maple oranges, sourwood
crimsons, tulip poplar
yellows. Most lately, I have
watched those colorful
leaves let go and float back
down to earth, where they
will provide next spring’s
buds with a blanket of
warmth and protection
from the cold, dormant
winter.

The woods have
demonstrated the rhythm
of life right before my eyes.
The trees and flora don’t
seem to mind the changing
of the seasons; it’s just their
nature (no pun intended).
Church life has its rhythm
and seasons, too—though
these last eight months have
seemed to have more of an
arrhythmia pattern because
of COVID-19. We will
conclude the liturgical year
on the Sunday before
Thanksgiving and then start
again with the first Sunday
of Advent on Nov. 29.
Between now and then we
will focus on stewardship,
elect a new class of ruling
elders, and figure out how
to do Advent and Christmas
during a pandemic, among
other things.
And, we will offer thanks
to the Master Designer of
trillium and tulip poplars,
of liturgical seasons and
stewardship appeals, and
of life itself.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

Advent theme for 2020: “Home for the Holidays”
What are your holiday
ideas and plans during
this unusual year?
We’d love to share
them, because your
idea might be just
what someone else is
looking for. Let Sharon
or Adrienne know.

A new liturgical year
begins with the first Sunday
of Advent, which is Nov. 29
this year. This first season of
the church year is filled with
expectation and preparation
for the birth of the Christ
child.
Our Advent theme,
“Home for the Holidays,” is
a nod to the reality that the
coronavirus will necessitate
the vast majority of us
staying close to home, thus
disrupting long-standing

traditions for countless
families. At the same time,
the focus invites us to
explore from a variety of
perspectives what home
means in the context of our
faith. Sermon titles include
“Home Alone,” “Home on
the Range,” “Homecoming,”
and “Welcome Home.”
A unique aspect of this
year’s Advent season will be
a daily meditation through
music. A new link each day
will feature FPC members

or staff offering a prerecorded Advent hymn or
Christmas carol, vocally or
instrumentally.
Plans are still being
formulated for next month’s
Service of Memory and
Hope, Christmas Eve
Communion, and more. We
hope to have some clearer
direction on it all by the
time of publication for next
month’s Banner.
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Use Eventbrite to sign up for in-person worship
Here are the steps you can take to register to attend worship services at FPC:
1. Open this Eventbrite link: https://fpcsundayworship.eventbrite.com
2. Click “select a date” for a list of Sunday services.
3. Click “tickets” for the date you wish to attend (there is no charge, of course!)
4. Select the number of individuals who will be attending.
5. Follow instructions for checkout.
Please be sure to enter your name so that we know you’re coming.
Note: If you do not wish to receive marketing emails from Eventbrite,
be sure to uncheck the boxes under your email. Once you click
“register,” you will receive a confirmation email, along with directions
on how to cancel your order if you need to do so.
Please call Adrienne (483-1318) with any questions.

Sunday worship online
FPC’s online worship services begin
each Sunday morning with an extended
musical prelude at 10:20 a.m. The
Facebook Live link, which does not
change from week to week, is https://
www.facebook.com/First-PresbyterianChurch-Oak-Ridge-TN-309180789463/.
You do not need a Facebook account to
access the service.
The bulletin for each service is available
to download from the church’s website
(www.fpcor.org). If you prefer receiving
a hard copy of the bulletin from the
church office in time to use on a Sunday
morning, please let Adrienne know
(680-7837 or fpcadmin@comcast.net).

Above—outdoor worship on World Communion Sunday
At right—Anna Thomas prepares Communion in the age of COVID-19.

Weekly online gatherings
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links.)

Sundays:
9:00 a.m. classes Early Birds, Rise ‘n’ Shine, and
Let’s Talk About It
11:00 a.m.
Post-worship fellowship
11:30 a.m.
Pathfinders: children’s class
5:30 p.m.
Faith seekers: Youth class
Mondays:
9:30 a.m.Coffee Chat with Sharon
Wednesdays:
5:30 p.m.
Mid-week Bible study
Thursdays:
7:00 p.m.
Brewing Questions

Let’s Talk About It—A Sunday School class engaged in
media-driven discussions of social and environmental justice issues.
Upcoming topics include:
• Nov 1: The Shadow Network: https://billmoyers.com/story/
new-podcast-the-shadow-network/
• Nov 8: Open Discussion on the Election
• Nov 15: Panel Discussion: OR4RD and the MotorSports Park
with Ellen Smith, Robert Kennedy and Willem Blokland
• Nov 22: Can We Cool the Planet? https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/
nova/video/can-we-cool-the-planet/
•

Nov 29: TBD
Join us on Zoom at 9:00 a.m., Sunday mornings:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6959017842?
pwd=M0dNZUplVUl5UlF1RHYvWHdkYnV4dz09

Page 4

T he Ba nne r
EHS Angel Tree awaits your gifts
Our FPC church family is
again coordinating the
holiday Angel Tree project
for students in the Early
Head Start (EHS) of
Anderson County program,
which is housed in FPC's
Education building.
Names of the EHS
students and their siblings,
along with ideas to guide
you in donating Christmas
gifts of "something to wear,
something to read,
something they want, and
something they need," will
be available by the second

week of November.
Some pandemic-friendly
ways to help include:
• shopping online at local
businesses and having
items delivered or
choosing curbside
pickup
• donating money for
someone else who will
do the shopping
• signing up to shop and
wrap gifts with donated
funds.
If all the children are
accounted for and you
would still like to donate,

we can use funds to
purchase items for the
Crisis Cupboard. Wrapped
gifts will be collected
outside the Education
building on Dec. 6. They
will then be distributed at
the students’ Christmas
party before they leave for
break.
Watch for a signup sheet
in the weekly email or
contact Daisy Campen
(daisycampen@gmail.com
or 931-224-2526) if you
would like to be involved!

Commissioned Lay Pastor covenant at MCRRC renewed
The first two months of
2020 were full of activity in
the Morgan County
Residential Recovery Court
outreach ministry. Two men
from MCRRC were
baptized at FPC on June 12
as a result of their participation in the Alpha Course
that our ministry team—
Bob Cantrell, Cathy and
Jason Goodman, Gene Ice,
and I— offered last fall. The
team also held a Sunday
evening study on the Gospel
according to Mark. We
observed Ash Wednesday
with worship, Communion,
and the imposition of ashes.
I attended drug court
sessions to see men
graduate and celebrate the
results of the hard work
that accompanies recovery.
At graduation I have the
privilege to witness the
work of the Holy Spirit

through the men’s physical
healing, social restoration,
and spiritual growth. Thanks
be to God.
MCRRC shut down in midMarch due to the threat of
the coronavirus infection.
No volunteers are allowed
on campus. Like churches
and pastors around the
world, we have created new
physically distanced ways of
continuing the ministry.
Cathy coordinates the card
ministry for the graduates.
I write and mail meditations
to Jennie Jobe, court
director, and she distributes
them to the men. We are all
waiting for a vaccine to
enable us to resume face-toface ministry.
As a Commissioned Lay
Pastor my work goes
beyond FPC. At the
presbytery level, I sit on the
Commissioned Lay Pastor

subcommittee of the
Committee on Ministry. At
the PC(USA) level, I sit on
the Educate-a-Child
Roundtable, where I report
about FPC’s many
educational initiatives. (See
the article I wrote about
FPC in the May/June 2020
issue of Presbyterian
Women’s Horizons
magazine.)
I ask for the church
family’s continued prayers
for the residents and staff
of MCRRC during these
COVID times.
I give thanks to God for
the abundance of blessings
that arise out of the
MCRRC outreach ministry
and for the Session’s
renewal of my CLP
covenant to continue
leading this ministry.
—Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
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FPC could be Hunger Action Congregation
First Presbyterian Church
“already qualifies” to be
recognized as a Hunger
Action Congregation by the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
if we choose to “sign a
covenant to care for the
hungry and show we are active in one or more of six
identified areas,” said Rebecca
Barnes, executive director of
the Presbyterian Hunger
Program (PHP) during a
recent “Let’s Talk About It”
Sunday morning Zoom class.
“It’s less rigorous than
applying to be an Earth Care
Congregation, which you
already are.”
FPC can apply to be one of
more than 180 congregations
in the PC(USA) that are
Hunger Action Congregations. A team of volunteers
can start by visiting the
website www.pcusa.org/
hungeractioncongregation and
following the instructions.
The six areas are hunger
alleviation, development
assistance to address the root
causes of hunger, education
to learn about systemic
causes of hunger, lifestyle
integrity, corporate and public
policy witness (advocacy), and
worship services that address
hunger. The next deadline for
applying will be in September
2021. She said PHP will
“celebrate the work you are
doing” on World Food Day
next October and “we will
want to be connected” to
FPC as a partner.
Rebecca asked the class
members what FPC is doing
to combat hunger. She heard
about our Welcome Table
community meal that also

includes the distribution of
canned foods, our community
garden and distribution of
garden produce to the food
pantry at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, our participation in
Food4Kids for food-insecure
students at Oak Ridge schools
in collaboration with First
United Methodist Church,
our 20-year-old Hunger Fund
(which supports local food
banks and provides food gift
certificates), our purchase of
Fair Trade coffee for fellowship, and our partnership with
Roane State Community
College to provide its foodinsecure students with food
from Second Harvest Food
Bank and Kroger.
“In the Presbyterian Hunger
Program, we’re working not
only on alleviating hunger but
also on eliminating its root
causes,” said Rebecca. Besides
the coronavirus pandemic,
she added, “the root causes
of global hunger are colonial
exploitation, ethnic conflict,
civil war, inequality, climate
change, corporate abuse,
unequal trade, waste, and
corruption.” Some of these
causes prevent the distribution of food to the people
who need it.
She mentioned several
scriptural references and
statements in the PC(USA)’s
Book of Confessions and
Common Affirmation on
Global Hunger (1987) that
justify why churches address
the hunger issue. Our
congregation helps the PC
(USA) combat national and
global hunger through our
donations to One Great Hour
of Sharing.

Rebecca Barnes

PHP focuses on providing
more and better food, achieving
solidarity with people (e.g.,
supporting just treatment for
farmworkers) and giving people
more livable environments such
as better access to land and
clean water.
Rebecca told about an
organized effort in Uganda to
obtain land titles for widows so
they and their children can feed
themselves by farming on the
land to which only the deceased
husband had the title
(traditionally, only Ugandan
men can own land). And she
mentioned the Denver Food
Rescue group, who bicycle to
food banks, farms, and
cafeterias where food is about
to go to waste. They deliver the
food they “rescue” to people
living in “food deserts” where
mainly processed foods are
sold. Sometimes creativity is
required to fight hunger.
—Carolyn Krause

November Welcome
Table
Thursday, Nov. 12
5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
If you would like to help with cooking,
packaging, or distributing our drive-by meals
(following necessary protocols), let Sharon
know (fpcpastor@live.com or 771-7178).
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Building a racially just society a goal of Peace Fellowship

Emily Brewer

The renewed call to
“defund the police” after
George Floyd’s murder May
25 in Minneapolis has struck
many Americans as
“agitational” or
“provocative” language.
To the Presbyterian Peace
Fellowship (PPF) of the
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), however, it’s a call
to build “new systems of
care,” to reduce our
reliance on policing and
prisons, and to reinvest in
programs that meet
“economic, emotional, and
educational needs.”
In her talk via Zoom to
FPC’s “Let’s Talk about It”
Sunday school class, Emily
Brewer, a PC(USA) minister
and executive director of
the PPF (https://
www.presbypeacefellowship
.org ), and a resident of
Brooklyn, N.Y., said that
PPF perceives “defund the
police” as a call for the

church to stand up for racial
justice and reduced violence
and to try to “change the
world to be a more just
place.” She explained that
“defund” means diverting
funds from punitive systems
that disproportionately
affect people of color and
reinvesting the money in
community development.
An East Tennessee native,
Emily is a graduate of
Maryville High School,
Maryville College, and Union
Theological Seminary in
New York.
On the PPF website she
wrote that “PPF committed
in August to a ‘deep focus’
for six months on this call to
defund the police so that we
can best listen and discern
how we, as a majority and
culturally white organization,
are being called to respond
in this moment with our
energy, time, imagination,
and financial resources. At

Fall moments at First Presbyterian

the heart of this call to
defund the police we hear
the call to imagine and create the world as it should
be, not as it is.
“PPF was founded over 75
years ago on a commitment
to active nonviolence as the
most faithful way to seek
alternatives to war,
militarism, and violence,
and we know from
experience that change
never comes easily or
quietly, even within ourselves. Change requires
courage and imagination
and trust that all of us
together already have what
we need to create the kind
of world where racism and
violence are no more.
And as a majority-white
organization, we know
that dismantling white
supremacy is our work to
do.”—Carolyn Krause
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Our financial snapshot: third quarter 2020
Three quarters of the way
through the year, FPC is
running a $3,650 deficit,
which is better than the
$12,700 deficit we had at this
point last year. Our income is
well below 75% of what we
budgeted. Pledges are slightly
ahead of schedule, partly
because some members
contributed their entire 2020
pledge during the first half of
the year.
As expected, we have
received no offering-plate
contributions, because the
congregation hasn’t been
meeting in the sanctuary.
Similarly, we haven’t been
receiving room-usage fees
during the months our
buildings have been closed.
It’s unclear why contributions
from people who typically
contribute regularly, but don’t
pledge, are well below
expectations.

Our expenses are also
below expectations. Spending
by the Session’s Christian
Education, Worship, and
Congregational Care &
Welcome committees is well
below budget. However,
salaries, church operation and
building operation costs, and
benevolences are all meeting
expectations, having expended
roughly 75% of their budgets.

Our expenses are only slightly
below budget (72%) because
these latter categories make up
the majority of our budget.
While we don’t budget on a
monthly basis, the “Budgeted”
column below reflects what we
might expect if our annual
income and expenses occurred
on a consistent basis month
after month.

Through September, 2020:

Actual

Budgeted

Pledges

206,493

204,708

Other Contributions

38,078

53,378

Other Income

26,734

28,866

Total Income

271,305

286,952

Expenses

274,961

286,952

-3,656

0

Surplus/(Deficit)

Steve Layendecker marvels at a
recent fogbow at their Jefferson
County farm.
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FPC youth Halloween fun, COVID style
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November birthdays
11/1 Carolyn Dipboye
11/3 Peter Bancroft
11/5 Tiffany Murray
11/8 Kent Campbell
11/8 Kathy CarneyLayendecker
11/11 Elizabeth Andrews
11/13 Willow Tilley
11/21 Jessica Long
11/22 Peggy Claiborne
11/23 Dennis Smith
11/24 Connor Matthews
11/25 Wes Tilley
11/26 Arlene Crawford
11/30 Esmee Graves
11/30 Ryan Tilley
Congratulations!

The FPC playground getting a
workout and, at right, more
youth Halloween fun
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