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New Sunday morning schedule begins Dec. 2

This month
 Midweek Bible study
 Welcome Table
 Youth group
 Thanksgiving dinner
 Decorate for Advent
 Coffee Chat

Daylight Saving
Time ends
November 4
*****
Join the youth in
decorating the
church for Advent
Sunday, Nov. 25,
5:30 p.m.

Inside this issue:
From your pastor

2

Member spotlight

3

Children & youth

4

Christian education

5

Social concerns

6

Pictures

7

Session news

8

Bits ‘n’ pieces

9

Worship volunteers

10

Calendar

11

Final plans are being put in
place for the new Sunday
morning schedule at FPC,
which begins on the first
Sunday in Advent, Dec. 2.
Here’s a look at what’s
coming:
Sunday School—9:00 a.m.
Kidz Zone students will
gather in their usual space in
the Education building at
9:00 a.m. for snacks and
Godly Play before settling
into their focus for the

morning, led by teachers
Martina Ward and Pete
Johnson.
The Early Birds (room 6)
and Rise ‘n’ Shine (parlor)
Bible studies will continue
to meet at 9:00 a.m., as
usual. The Early Birds,
taught by Anne Backus and
Rosalyn McKeown-Ice, are
studying the book of Revelation. Cheryl Barr, Sue
Byrne, and Hannah Tippett
take turns leading Rise ‘n’

Shine, currently in a study
of Genesis.
A new addition to the
Sunday morning educational
offerings will be a gathering
for young adults and parents
of children and youth. Over
snacks and coffee, Sharon
Youngs will facilitate discussions that look at relevant
issues (identified by class
members) through the lens
of faith.

Congregation to elect elders Nov. 4
A congregational meeting
is set for Sunday, Nov. 4, for
the purpose of electing
ruling elders to serve on
Session’s class of 2021.
Three of the four
nominees—Matt Stone,
Candice Strickler, and
Melinda Tilley—were
previously ordained as ruling
elders and have served on
FPC’s Session in the past.
The fourth, Matt Lindsey,
will become a ruling elder
for the first time. Pending
their election on Nov. 4,
Matt Lindsey will be
ordained and all four
nominees will be installed
during a worship service in
December. Their three-year
term will begin January 1,
2019.
Here is a bit about each of
the four:
Matt Lindsey has been a
member of First Pres for

three years. He serves as an
usher and is a regular
participant in the
Uncensored group and Early
Birds class. He has served
on several local nonprofit boards and is a
passionate advocate for
science education through
work with programs like
Tennessee Tech's Cyber
Eagles. He says, "I am
honored for the
opportunity to serve this
very special community on
Session. I am excited for the
chance to give back to the
community that has given
so much to me and my wife
Jenny."
Matthew (Matt) Stone
has been part of FPC for
about 14 years. He has
chaired the Human
Resources committee,
helped with environmental
stewardship efforts, and
(Continued on page 2)

Thanksgiving
dinner Nov. 18
Our traditional FPC
Thanksgiving feast is
scheduled for noon on
Sunday, Nov. 18. The
Congregational Care and
Welcome committee will
provide the turkey,
dressing, and rolls. You
are invited to bring your
favorite side dish—
vegetable, salad, or
dessert. If you cannot
bring a side dish, plan to
stay and eat anyway.
There is always more than
enough for everyone.
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

Change is on the doorstep. Eastern Standard Time
will replace Daylight Saving
Time on Nov. 4. In other
words, it’s time to “fall
back” one hour.
For this preacher, having
an additional hour on a
Saturday night is a gift. And
while I will be grateful that
children awaiting a school
bus in the mornings will
have more daylight
surrounding them, I will
lament darkness arriving
earlier at the end of the day
when I still want to be
outdoors. I am working on
appreciating the necessary
dormancy of winter—but
it’s hard work.
There is another time
change that I am way more
excited about! On Dec. 2
(the first Sunday in Advent),
we will usher in a new
Sunday morning schedule
here at First Presbyterian
Church. As you’ll see on the
front page of this issue of
The Banner, all Sunday

school classes will begin at
9:00 a.m., replacing the
current structure of some
classes before worship and
others afterward. We will
shift our coffee and
fellowship time to 10:00
a.m. before worship (rather
than after), and the worship
service itself will be pushed
back 30 minutes to 10:30
a.m.
I am excited about the
possibilities this new
schedule affords us—the
cohesive energy generated
from everyone engaged in
educational opportunities
at the same time, a deeper
sense of community as we
gather to visit before
worship, a bit later worship
time for those for whom
the current 10:00 a.m.
presents a challenge, and
much more.
As with any change, it’ll
take time for us to adjust
and iron out wrinkles as we
go. Thank you in advance
for your willingness to take

the plunge!
On a separate note,
remember our August
auction for the Kawale
Orphan Outreach Program
in Malawi? Going on Elaine
Wilson and Darlene
Sanders’ suggestion, I
offered to the highest
bidder the opportunity to
give me a sermon topic of
his or her choice. There
ended up being two highest
bids: Anna Robinson and
Peggy Terpstra combined
for one, and Carolyn and
Herb Krause matched them
for the other.
I now have their topics.
On Nov. 18, I’ll be
preaching on Anna and
Peggy’s topic: “lessons
learned from flying.” To be
scheduled sometime in 2019
is Herb and Carolyn’s topic:
“things unseen,” using dark
matter and dark energy as
examples. Stay tuned!

as a technical librarian. She
joined FPC in 1978 where
she has taught Sunday
school, served on Session,
and helped with congregational dinners. She is
currently involved with the
Prayer Shawl Ministry and
the Congregational Care
and Welcome committee.
She says, “I am excited
about strides our church
has made in the past few
years and look forward to
helping us continue on this
dynamic journey.”
Melinda (Mimi) Tilley
grew up at FPC and married

Ed here, as well. They
returned to FPC about 25
years ago. Mimi says, “I’ve
enjoyed Sunday School
teaching, cooking meals,
tending the Memorial
Garden, and sewing, knitting, and crocheting with
the Prayer Shawl Ministry
for the comfort of others.
I look forward to seeing
where this Session takes me
and how to continue the
good work of this church.
The rest of my time will be
with family, quilts, travel,
and UT sports with Ed.”

With a grateful heart,
Sharon

New elders (from page 1)
served as a team member
on a trip to Belize earlier
this year. He works at Oak
Ridge National Laboratory.
“I enjoy building simple
furniture and spending time
with my family,” he says.
“I have previously been on
Session, and I am looking
forward to working with
the current Session.”
Candice Strickler grew
up in rural Alabama, came
to Oak Ridge by way of
Berea College and the
University of Kentucky, and
retired from ORNL after
working there for 32 years
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FPC Spotlight: Bill Beal
Bill Beal joined First Presbyterian Church on Oct. 7.
A long-time resident of Oak
Ridge, he and his wife of 66
years, Madolyn, who passed
away unexpectedly in
March, shared a full life.
Madolyn and Bill had been
members of Cedar Springs
Presbyterian Church
(Knoxville) but had not
attended there for some
time. Bill sought a
Presbyterian minister here
to officiate at a graveside
service for Madolyn. He was
referred to Sharon Youngs
and after reaching her on
the phone, he told Session
members, “I fell in love with
her voice and personality.”
Bill, who is 91, grew up in
Nashville. He met his wife
at a young age when they
lived in the same neighborhood. After high school Bill
joined the Merchant Marine
as a seaman in World War
II, and later served in the
Air Force and Air National
Guard. He took courses in
accounting at the University
of Tennessee and then
worked for First Tennessee
Bank, the Federal Reserve
Bank in Nashville, savings
and loan associations in
Nashville and Athens, Tenn.,

and the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation in
Knoxville (Atlanta region).
In addition, he did auditing
work in Cincinnati for three
years.
They moved to Oak Ridge
in 1975 when Bill took a job
with Second Federal Savings
and Loan Association of
Knoxville, which later
merged with Home Federal
Bank of Knoxville. Bill has
fond memories of working
in different capacities for
Clark Meredith’s law firm
(JMFN) in Oak Ridge.
Bill and Madolyn raised a
son, Stephen Terry, and a
daughter, Leigh Anne, and
have four grandchildren and
one great-grandson.
Madolyn worked in real
estate, and at one time she
was a community leader in
Oak Ridge in that field. Bill
commented that he learned
a lot about real estate during
those years.
Bill shared that he likes
FPC for the pastor and her
sermons and the friendliness
of the congregation. He has
been a church deacon twice
but does not aspire to hold
church office at this point in
his life. He enjoys lunch with
the FPC men’s group for the

fellowship and commented
that he hadn’t realized until
he lost Madolyn how much
work wives do at home. He
played tennis and golf for
many years, and he is
enthusiastically taking piano
lessons for the first time.

Bill Beal

Dear Church Family:
Thank you for your generous hospitality to the gentlemen of
Morgan County Residential Recovery Court who spent the day at
FPC on Saturday, Oct. 20. The men studied the Holy Spirit and
worshipped during this day away. More importantly, they felt the
love of God through the care and attention they received from the
FPC church family.
The men left a thank-you card. It is pinned to the bulletin board in the fellowship
hall. We recommend that you stop by and read it.—MCRRC ministry team
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Children and youth
FPC Youth Group schedule
Our youth group (grades 4-12) is on the road to success! Our numbers continue
to grow and our community strengthen. Let’s encourage our youth to bring along
a friend (or two!) to join us for dinner and the fun filled activities we have planned
as we study Genesis 27.
Our regular meeting time is 5:30-7:00 p.m. on Sunday evenings. Here’s our
November schedule:
Sun., Nov. 4—Game night

Kenya Frazier, coordinator for
children and youth ministries

First Steps will
be learning the Ten
Commandments
during the month
of November
*****
Kidz Zone will not
meet on Nov. 18
due to the annual
Thanksgiving
dinner.

Sun., Nov. 11—Table decorations for FPC’s Thanksgiving dinner
Sun., Nov. 18—Leaf raking for Shirley Knight
Sun., Nov. 25—Decorate the sanctuary for Advent
Fri., Nov. 30—Movie night

A volunteer opportunity
We are always grateful for folks who will
provide a simple meal for the Youth Group on
a Sunday evening. Please contact Kenya Frazier
at (865)483-1318 or fpcoryouth@comcast.net.

FPC youth growing together

The “Noisy offering” the children
collected in October has been
counted. $465.99 was collected!
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Christian education
Sunday adult classes
9:00 a.m.
The Early Birds group meets in Room 6 in the Sanctuary building. The class,
taught by Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice, is studying Revelation.
Come join them for coffee, prayer, study, and great conversations.
The Rise ‘n’ Shine class, led by Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, and Hannah Tippett,
meets in the parlor and is studying the book of Genesis. Join the discussion!
11:15 a.m.
Connections—a gathering for youth (grades 5 and up) and all adults.
Lead facilitator: Sharon Youngs
Through the lens of our Christ-centered faith, we will take a hands-on, projectbased approach in exploring our connections to our church community, the
community around us, God's good creation, the arts, and more.
Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study,
Upcoming Schedule (subject to change, depending on weather, etc.):
taught by Sharon Youngs,
November 4: Connecting to our past
meets on Wednesdays, at
(Remembering the FPC saints and those in our own lives)
5:45 p.m., in the parlor.
November 11: Connecting to Advent
Childcare is available. The
(Making Advent wreaths for use at home)
class is designed so that
anyone can join the
November 18: Connections will not meet
conversation at any point.
(FPC Thanksgiving dinner at noon)
November 25: Connecting to Advent
(helping prepare the sanctuary for Advent)
Embodying Christ's inclusive love through heart, mind, and service

Colin Colverson leading the Lord’s Prayer in Spanish on World Communion Sunday
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Social Concerns committee news
Palestinian olive oil
You are invited to
purchase some delicious,
health-enhancing Palestinian
Olive Oil on sale each
Sunday until Nov. 25.
Delight your taste buds and
simplify your holiday gift
shopping! This certified
organic, extra virgin oil is
distributed through Equal
Exchange, which insures fair
wages for the Palestinian
farmers who produce it.
The Social Concerns
Committee will have the
olive oil available in the
fellowship hall following
worship. Each 500 ml bottle
of oil costs $15.00, with a
small portion of the
proceeds going to FPC’s
Hunger Fund. Checks
should be made to First
Presbyterian Church with
“olive oil” in the memo line.

Brochures with more
information about the oil
will be available.
Morgan-Scott Christmas
offering Nov. 11
Our annual offering to
help with the Christmas
fund for the Morgan-Scott
Project (MSP) will be
received during worship on
Sunday, Nov. 11. Please
write “Morgan-Scott
Christmas” on the memo
line of your check.
MSP works to identify the
needs of and provide solutions for people in peril in
neighboring Morgan and
Scott counties. Find out
more on their website:
morganscottproject.org.
Get EHS Angel Tree
names on Nov. 11
Our FPC church family is
again participating in the

Above, it’s a workday in the kitchen. At right, some flowers
made by a Connections class for a Welcome Table dinner.

Early Head Start (EHS)
Angel Tree project. Names
of EHS students and their
siblings will be available on
Nov. 11, along with ideas to
guide you in donating
Christmas gifts of
“something to wear,
something to read,
something they want, and
something they need.”
Wrapped gifts will be
collected in the fellowship
hall on Dec. 9 to deliver to
the children before they
leave for Christmas break.
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More FPC children, youth,
and young-at-heart
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Session news: Congregational meetings, sale of olive oil OK’d
At its regular October
meeting, Session approved
 A meeting of the
congregation on Nov. 4,
for the purpose of
electing ruling elders to
the Session class of 2021.
Matt Lindsey, Matt
Stone, Candice Strickler,
and Mimi Tilley have
been nominated by the
committee.

The annual congregational
meeting is scheduled for
Feb. 3, 2019.
 The sale of 108 bottles
(9 cases) of Extra Virgin
Organic Equal Exchange
Palestinian olive oil,
distributed by Olive
Branch, at $15/bottle,
beginning Nov. 4 until
the bottles are sold out.
The proceeds will be



donated to the FPC
Hunger Fund.
Lunches at FPC on Dec.
9, Jan. 27, and Mar. 3, to
raise funds for practice
hikes to Philmont Scout
Ranch by Andre Darko
and Jared Julien, two
members of FPC’s Boy
Scout Troop 42.

Financial snapshot—3rd quarter 2018

Through September 30, 2018:
Pledges

Actual
198,064

Budgeted
197,507

Other Contributions

49,047

45,150

Other Income

23,055

19,950

Total Income

270,166

262,607

Expenses

259,024

268,688

11,142

-6,081

Surplus/(Deficit)

After three quarters of the
year, FPC is running a
surplus of $11,142, rather
than a budgeted deficit of
$6,081. Pledge income is
running on schedule, and
other contributions and
income are well ahead of
expectations. As a result,
our total income is ahead
of what was anticipated.
Our expenses were less
than budgeted, primarily
because of staffing changes
that left some positions
vacant for a portion of the
year. Several of the
programmatic areas are also

under budget for 2018. The
only area where expenses
are running ahead of
expectations is Property
and Maintenance, mostly
because of higher utility
costs. Session will take
these rising expenses into
consideration as they
develop next year’s budget.
While we don’t budget on
a monthly basis, the
“Budgeted” column below
reflects what we might
expect if our annual income
and expenses occurred on a
consistent basis month after
month.

Sharon introducing new
members, from left, Peter
Bancroft, Chris Iversen,
Joseph Concepcion, and
Bill Beal. Welcome!
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Bits ‘n’ pieces
FPC Women’s lunch
Food 4 Kids
Meet at FUMCOR
on Monday, Nov.
12 , at 1:30 p.m., to
help pack food items
for local children and youth who
are at risk of hunger.

The FPC women will gather at Gallo Loco
for lunch on Monday, Oct. 8, at 12:30 p.m.
Gallo Loco is one of the local eateries that
donates a portion of their profits to ADFAC
the second Monday each month.
FPC Men’s lunch note:
The weekly Men’s lunch has moved to
The Soup Kitchen at 11:30 a.m.

Community gathering Nov. 6
The Oak Ridge Ministerial Association is inviting all Oak Ridge folks to supper on
election night, Tuesday, Nov. 6, from 7:00-8:30 p.m., at the Grove Theater. The
non-partisan event is designed to give the community a moment to step aside from
the rancor and simply break bread together. Local congregations are providing
soups and bread. Sharon will be one of the table facilitators.

November birthdays…
11/5 Tiffany Murray
11/8 Kent Campbell
11/8 Kathy CarneyLayendecker
11/8 Frances Drake
11/10 Alex Stuart
11/11 Elizabeth Andrews
11/13 Willow Tilley
11/21 Jessica Long
11/24 Sherith Bankston
11/25 Wes Tilley
11/26 Arlene Crawford
11/29 Wayne Clark
11/30 Esmee Graves
11/30 Ryan Tilley
Congratulations!

All-Church workday. Clockwise
from upper left—Anne Backus,
Dave Mullins, Priscilla Campbell,
and Sydney Murray, plus many
others not pictured. Thank you!

T he Ba nne r
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Worship Volunteers
Sunday, November 4 - All Saints Sunday
Liturgist: Fred Haywood
Acolytes: River and Willow Tilley
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: Kenya Frazier
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team I, led by Irene Darko
Counters: Priscilla Campbell, Bonnie Murray
Flowers: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Fellowship Hosts: Priscilla Campbell, Connie Book
Opening/Closing: Dan Terpstra, Jim Tonne

Sunday, November 18
Liturgist: Lou Dunlap
Acolytes: Avery and Nathan Myers
Time with Children: TBA
First Steps: Kenya Frazier
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Gray
Counters: Tammy Pietrzak, Dan Terpstra
Flowers: Charles & Ellen Hughes
Fellowship Hosts: Eric & Wendy Myers
Opening/Closing: Dan Terpstra, Jim Tonne

Sunday, November 11
Liturgist: Herb Krause
Acolytes: Amelia and Bert Everitt
Time with Children: TBA
First Steps: Kenya Frazier
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Team II, led by George Darko
Counters: Jim Campbell, Walt Porter
Flowers: In memory of Jane Hayden
Fellowship Hosts: Linda Driver, Shirley Sauls
Opening/Closing: Dan Terpstra, Jim Tonne

Sunday, November 25
Liturgist: Janet Swift
Acolytes: Maddie and Megan Stone
Time with Children: TBA
First Steps: Kenya Frazier
Sound Guild: Carolyn Krause
Ushers: Team IV, led by Dennis Strickler
Counters: Bill Bostick, Anna Robinson
Flowers: Darlene Sanders & Elaine Wilson
Fellowship Hosts: Darlene Sanders & Elaine Wilson
Opening/Closing: Dan Terpstra, Jim Tonne

American Guild of Organists
meeting at FPC Nov. 5
Anna Thomas, music director

Choir schedule
The Chancel Choir holds regular weekly
rehearsals on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the
choir room, located to the left of the pulpit in
the sanctuary. (We will not rehearse on Nov. 21,
the day before Thanksgiving.) New voices are
always welcome and childcare is available. If
you’ve thought about joining the choir, or if you
just love the music of Advent and Christmas, we
are rehearsing for this beautiful season and
would love for you to come sing with us!

The Knoxville Chapter of the American Guild
of Organists (AGO) will meet at First
Presbyterian Church on Monday, Nov. 5, at 6:30
p.m., in the sanctuary. Guest speaker is Mel
Bringle, a professor at Brevard College (N.C.).
Mel chaired the committee that produced our
PC(USA) hymnal, Glory to God. Monday’s
program, “Match Made in Heaven or Marriage
of Convenience: The Pairing of Text and Tune,”
will explore the relationship between texts and
hymn tunes, using Glory to God. All are welcome
to attend!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

28

29

30

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship

9:30 Coffee Chat
11:30 Men’s lunch

5:30 Youth group

6 pm Boy Scouts

4

5

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
11:15 Sun. school
12 pm Worship mtg
12:30 HR mtg

11:30 Men’s lunch

12:15 Centering
Prayer

5:30 AA
6 pm meal prep
6:30 Guitar workshop

Wed
31

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

2 pm meal prep
5 pm Welcome Table

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

8

9

8:30
Community
Garden mtg

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:45 Bible study
No choir

6
12:15 Centering
Prayer
1 pm CC&W mtg
2 pm Welcome team

7

10

10 am staff mtg
11 am ADFAC mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:30 Youth Group

5:30 AGO mtg
6 pm Boy Scouts
6:30 CE mtg

5:30 P&M meeting
5:30 AA
6:30 Guitar workshop

5:45 Bible study

11

12

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
11:15 Sun. school

11:30 Men’s lunch
12:30 Women’s
lunch

10:30 Jane
Hayden
interment and
memorial service

7pm Choir

7 pm Finance mtg

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

13

14

15

16

12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:45 Bible study
6:30 Session
7 pm Choir

6 pm TCWP mtg

6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 PEO mtg
5:30 AA
5:30 P&M mtg
6:30 Guitar workshop

18

19

20

21

22

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
12 pm Annual
Thanksgiving dinner

11:30 Men’s lunch

10 am Book forum
12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:30 Youth group

5:30 Youth group
6:30 Dem. For E.TN

6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 AA
6:30 Guitar workshop

No Bible study
No choir

25

26

27

28

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
11:15 “Fifth Sunday”
celebration

9:30 Coffee Chat
11:30 Men’s lunch

5:30 Youth group

Decorate for
Advent

6 pm Boy Scouts

12:15 Centering
Prayer

5:30 AA
6 pm Boy Scout mtg
6:30 Guitar workshop

7:30 Chinese
Bible study
23

Office closed for Thanksgiving

29

30

6:30 Youth
movie night

Please note this calendar is subject to change. Check fpcor.org for real-time calendar.

24

9 am
“Uncensored”

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:45 Bible study
7 pm Choir

17

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

1 December
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

