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First Presbyterian Church
will join Christians around
the world on Oct. 2 in
marking World Communion Sunday. The Lord’s
Supper will be celebrated in
a variety of languages and
traditions that, together,
display our unity and oneness in Christ.
Here at FPC, various
regions of the world will be
represented through an
assortment of breads for
Communion, as well as
different fabrics and chalices
on the Communion Table.
We will also welcome
three new members on Sunday morning. Tonia Hensley

is joining by transfer of letter from Beech Park Baptist
Church (Oliver Springs),
and Jack and Robin Graham
are joining by transfer of
letter from St. Luke Church
(Downers Grove, Ill.). Jack
and Robin are actually rejoining FPC after having
lived out of state for several
years.
Finally, this Sunday we will
receive the PC(USA)’s
Peace and Global Witness
offering. One of four annual
special offerings of the denomination, this one enables
the church to promote the
Peace of Christ by addressing systems of conflict and

injustice across the world.
Twenty-five percent of the
offering remains local for
FPC to designate the recipient(s). Presbyteries and synods retain an additional 25%
for ministries of peace and
reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the Presbyterian Mission Agency to
advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence,
including our own, through
collaborative projects of
education and Christian witness.

Pandemic protocols to ease at FPC

SPECIAL DATES TO NOTE
Fifth Sunday, Oct. 30.
Details on pg. 5.
Who are We
Presbyterians, Oct. 9, 16,
and Nov. 13. Details on pg. 5.

The Session of First
Presbyterian Church has
concurred with our Task
Force on Reopening’s
recommendation to relax
our protocols that were put
into place at the beginning
of the COVID-19 pandemic
in March 2020.
Those who gather in
person for worship can now
take the opportunity, if
desired, to greet one another with more than a wave
from a distance during the
Peace of Christ. For Communion, we will return to

coming forward to receive
the Communion elements
by intinction (servers will be
masked and gloved), while
continuing to offer individual, pre-packaged elements
for those who wish to use
them.
We will always have masks
available for those who wish
to use them.
In addition, community
groups will now be allowed
to use our kitchens
(fellowship hall and room
102) for refreshments and
meal preparation.

It is anticipated that the
Welcome Table will move
from drive-thru meals only
to sit-down meals in
November—with a to-go
option for those who prefer
it. We will also work
toward having a sit-down
meal for our annual congregational Thanksgiving lunch,
scheduled for Nov. 20 this
year.
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T he Ba nne r
From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

This month marks my tenth anniversary of serving as your pastor. It seems fitting to offer
my top ten list of events and moments from over this past decade. (It’s an impossible task,
of course. Ask me tomorrow and I will have ten more for the list!)
• There were the firsts—first Baptism, first wedding, first funeral, first installation of elders,
first monarch butterflies—and all of the rest that have followed since then, all equally wonderful.
• We sponsored a community-wide, 100-mile potluck meal (dishes had to have ingredients
grown within 100 miles of Oak Ridge). The rain stopped five minutes before we began! We
arranged for the famous climate activist Bill McKibben to address the Oak Ridge public that
day.
• We had memorable moments in worship: the dedication of new hymnals, of a new Communion Table, of a commissioned flower urn, and more.
• We celebrated FPC’s 70th anniversary in a big way, complete with a renovation of the
fellowship hall.
• We began our Welcome Table ministry, serving a sit-down meal to all who came to eat.
We deftly pivoted to a drive-thru format when the pandemic hit.
• Speaking of pandemic, we managed to livestream our worship service on Facebook on
March 15, 2020—the first Sunday after we closed down two days earlier. Our camera was
my iPhone, which was taped to a music stand across the Communion Table from me. From
henceforth I dubbed us MacGyver Presbyterian Church!
• I preached sermons on topics chosen by the winners of our Malawi-related auction: Lessons from flying, and dark matter.
• There was the moment when, in the middle of my homily during Dick Lord’s memorial
service at Canterfield, I mispronounced isochronous. The spontaneous chorus of folks who
corrected me was magnificent.
• There were our special studies—most notably, perhaps, being Phillip Sherman’s series on
Islam, which drew several people from our community.
• There was also the moment when I walked into the sanctuary on the day new carpet was
being laid as part of its renovation. The worker who was laying the carpet sprang to my
rescue (complete with piggyback ride) when my Birkenstocks stuck to the glue on the
floor!
Ten years of ministry (and counting)
with and for the best congregation in
the world. Thanks be to God!
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

At left: A moment during FPC’s 70th anniversary celebration in 2015.
At right: A picture form Sharon’s free afternoon during a recent CREDO
conference in Little Rock, Ark.

Oct ob e r 2 022
FPC spotlight:Tonia Hensley
Tonia Hensley will be recognized as one of FPC’s newest members on Sunday, Oct. 2.
She and her three daughters have been involved in our church’s youth activities for several
years.
A native of Knoxville, she and her identical twin were raised in Clinton and Oliver
Springs by their mother, a carrier for the Clinton post office, and their father, a machinist.
Tonia is a graduate of Clinton High School, Pellissippi State Community College (General
Business degree) and the University of Tennessee (Deaf and Hard of Hearing preK-12,
General Education K-6 with a minor in Audiology and Speech Pathology).
She worked as a bookkeeper for Home Depot for 12 years, for Whirlpool Corporation
for four years, and for Knox County Schools and Oak Ridge Schools for almost eight
years. “I have just entered the exciting world of real estate with Keller Williams Realty!”
she said.
Tonia has played pitcher and outfielder on many softball teams. That’s how she met her
partner, Cheryl. “We have been together 17 years,” Tonia said. “We had the girls together and she is as much their parent as I am.” Cheryl serves on our church’s audio-visual
team.
All three of their girls attend Robertsville Middle School. Taylor, 13, who is in the eighth
grade, loves riding horses, playing softball, and enjoying her adventures in the Scouts.
Kendyll, 11, who is in the sixth grade, loves cheering competitively and for RMS, as well as
tumbling. Bay, also 11 and in the sixth grade, loves reading, playing softball, and riding
horses.
Tonia enjoys reading, hiking, trail riding, spending time in the mountains, and traveling
anywhere.
She and her family have been to Disney World and have taken cruises to San Juan, Dominican Republic, and Nassau and later to Cayman Islands and Cozumel. Later this month,
they plan to take a cruise to Cozumel, Belize, and Honduras.
Why did she decide to join the church family of First
Presbyterian Church? “I felt at home from the first moment I
walked through the door,” she said. “I believe and have
experienced that this church really believes and acts on what
Jesus says. There has never been a moment that I have felt
this is not the place for my family.”
She is most appreciative of FPC’s youth group, which she
has helped chaperone, because her children have enjoyed the
group’s activities.

Tonia Hensley, right, with her
partner Cheryl Kinneberg, left,
and their girls Taylor (middle),
Kendyll (front left), and Bay (front
right).
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Children and events for October
For children (grade 3 and younger)
Time with Children
Weekly during morning worship (10:30 a.m.):
Special prayer for children in the sanctuary, followed by a
coloring activity in the fellowship hall.
Children at home can access the coloring activity at
fpcor.org under Weekly Worship Material.

For youth, grades 4 and higher
Sunday, Oct 2
5:30 to 7:00 p.m., FPC
Games, lesson, and a home-cooked meal
Sunday, Oct 16
“Small but Mighty” Presbytery youth group
Top Golf (in Farragut)
Carpool will leave FPC at 4:30 p.m., return by 7:30 p.m.
Cost: $20, including dinner (scholarships available)
RSVP due no later than Oct. 4!
Sunday, Oct. 23
5:30 to 7:00 p.m., FPC
Pizza dinner and pumpkin-carving for Halloween
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Special program for Fifth Sunday, Oct. 30
Plan to remain after worship on Sunday, Oct. 30, for refreshments and a
Fifth Sunday presentation by Paul
Akers and Barbara Reeve—or as Paul
and Barbara describe it, “Find out how
we turned our fiery, failed Pacific
Crest Trail hike into a fumbling, fabulous adventure!”
They continue: “We planned to hike
2650 miles on the Pacific Crest Trail in
2021, but due to injuries, fires, and
drought conditions, our plans had to
change. Although we hiked a lot, we
also got to have the western tour of a
lifetime. For six months, we chose

great western hiking highlights both on addresses the record 2021 fires and conand off the PCT, and we got to visit
tinuing western drought and the way the
lots of ‘bucket list’ western parks, and PCT has been affected.
more!
“Our six months of travel is now
condensed into 35 minutes of pictures, videos, and great music. And a
giant rainforest slug!”
Note: In advance of Paul and Barbara’s
presentation, you might be interested in
an article in the August 31, 2022, edition
of the New York Times entitled, "Heat,
Water, Fire: How Climate Change Is
Transforming the Pacific Crest Trail."
Written by Rowan Moore Gerety, it

What do Presbyterians believe?
Everyone, especially those who are relatively
new to First Presbyterian Church and desire to
know more about Presbyterian theology and
polity in general and FPC’s ministries in particular,
are invited to join Sharon for a three-week class
entitled, “Who Are We Presbyterians?” The class
will gather in room 6 (Sanctuary building) after
worship on Oct. 9, 16, and Nov. 13.
For more information, please be in touch with
Sharon (fpcpastor@live.com or 771-7178).

UT Freshman Bert Everitt’s volleyball
jersey. Congratulations, Bert!

Clergy and other members of the Oak Ridge community
(including our own Chuck Hadden) mark week 29 of the
prayer vigil for Ukraine. The vigil takes place Monday
through Friday 11:45 a.m. to noon at the International
Friendship Bell.

Judy Greeson participates in Coffee Chat,
thanks to our Owl technology in room 6.
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A documentary film on a Presbyterian
climate-change advocate from Malawi

Anita Chitaya

FPC members and friends
are encouraged to watch the
documentary film, The Ants
and the Grasshopper: How Do
You Change Someone’s Mind
about the Most Important Thing
in the World?. It tells the true
story about how Anita Chitaya, a Presbyterian woman
farmer in Malawi, travels to
the United States to convince
Americans of the urgent need
to deal with global climate
change, which is threatening
to destroy homes and livelihoods in her country.
She visits a Presbyterian
farm family in Iowa, as well as
farmers in California and officials at the White House. Malawi is a landlocked country in
southeastern Africa, where
FPC members Cheryl Barr
and Hannah Tippett grew up.
To learn more about the
film and see the trailer, visit

https://
www.antsandgrasshopper.org/
. To watch the film, click on
https://vimeo.com/396089404
and use this password:
KTQprivate.
A discussion of the film,
which also addresses the issues of hunger, gender, and
race, will take place during the
“Let’s Talk about It” class on
Sunday, Oct. 9, 9:00 to 10:00
a.m., via Zoom. If there is interest among others to discuss the film at the church,
perhaps the afternoon of Oct.
9, please contact Dan Terpstra by Oct. 2 at
(danterpstramail@gmail.com).
Here is a summary of the
film from its website:
“Anita Chitaya has a gift;
she can help bring abundant
food from dead soil, she can
make men fight for gender
equality, and she can end child

hunger in her village. Now,
to save her home from extreme weather, she faces her
greatest challenge: persuading Americans that climate
change is real. Traveling from
Malawi to California to the
White House, she meets climate skeptics and despairing
farmers.
“Her journey takes her
across all the divisions shaping the United States, from
the rural-urban divide to
schisms of race, class, and
gender, to the thinking that
allows Americans to believe
we live on a different planet
from everyone else. It will
take all her skill and experience to persuade us that
we’re all in this together.”
— Carolyn Krause

Adult education opportunities for October
SUNDAYS, 9:00 A.M. (UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED):
Early Birds—Bible study (via Zoom)
Studying the New Testament letters of Paul
Rise ‘n’ Shine—Bible study in person with coffee and refreshments (room 6)
Studying C. S. Lewis’ book, Mere Christianity
“Let’s Talk about It”—tackling today’s issues through the lens of faith (via Zoom)
Oct 2: Discussion on Yvon Chouinard (https://bit.ly/3UOuC8r), Patagonia: https://wapo.st/3RiIpRx, and DamNation: https://bit.ly/3SHIEXg
Oct 9: The Ants and the Grasshopper: https://vimeo.com/396089404 (password: KTQprivate)
Oct 16: Peggy Bertrand Terpstra on Richard Rohr and the Center for Action and Contemplation
Oct 23 (8:30 a.m.): The Janes; watch it with us or on your own (HBO Max)
Oct 30: Discussion of The Janes and reproductive rights in Tennessee
WEDNESDAYS
Lectionary Discussion—5:30 to 6:00 p.m., room 6 and via Zoom
Conversation about the Scripture passage(s) for the upcoming Sunday’s sermon
Book study—Do I Stay Christian?: A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned (by Brian McLaren),
6:00 to 7:15 p.m., room 6 and via Zoom

O c t ob e r 2 0 2 2
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Last but not least...

Weekly gatherings
Sundays:

Wednesdays:

9:00 a.m.

Early Birds; Rise ‘n’ Shine;
Let’s Talk About It

Mondays:
Noon

Men’s Zoom lunch

5:30 p.m.

Lectionary conversation

6:00 p.m.

Do I Stay Christian
book study

6:30 p.m.

Choir rehearsal

Monthly gatherings
•
•
•
•
•

Piece for Peace Sisters, first Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., room 102,
Activities building
Brewing Questions, first Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., via Zoom
Conversation on Loss, fourth Sundays, 1:00 p.m., parlor,
Sanctuary building
Coffee Chat, fourth Mondays, 9:30 a.m., room 6 and via Zoom
Uncensored, last Saturdays, 9:00 a.m., room 102 kitchen, Activities building

October birthdays
10/3
10/3
10/3
10/4
10/6
10/7
10/9
10/11
10/11
10/14
10/17
10/19
10/20
10/22
10/25
10/29

(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links and details.)

Judy Greeson
Gerry Morris
Kiersten Ruisard
Liam Wells
Priscilla Campbell
Mary Lyster
Wendy Myers
Anne Backus
Eric Myers
Robert Kendrick
Nathan Myers
Wordna Agee
Susan Sharp
Gretchen Drane
Lee Trowbridge
Dallas Stults

Happy birthday!
October anniversaries

FPC’s Welcome Table

10/2
10/5

Thursday, Oct. 13, 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
(drive-thru only during COVID)
The Welcome Table, our monthly community meal ministry, will
be distributing taco soup and groceries on Thursday, Oct. 13
(drive-thru only). If you would like to help, tasks include cooking, packing, or distributing meals. Please let Sharon know if
you’re interested [fpcpastor@live.com or (865) 771-7178].

Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Tonia Hensley &
Cheryl Kinneberg
10/6 Kiersten Ruisard &
George Hine
10/11 Ed & Melinda Tilley
10/11 Jim & Meg Tonne
Congratulations!

Don’t forget! There are two options for
livestreaming the worship service (the prelude
begins at 10:20 a.m.):
You can join us the usual way on Facebook: https://
bit.ly/3jbEYO8.
-ORYou can join us via YouTube using this link: https://
bit.ly/3KSyEHl.
When you go to the YouTube link, click on the “live now” tab.
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