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Beyond the Offering Plate
‘Stewardship is a lived concept,
most often resulting in sharing
that surprises, compassion that
complicates, and love that inspires.’ – Adam J. Copeland,
Beyond the Offering Plate

Welcome Table
Thursday, Oct. 4,
5:00-6:00 p.m.
*****
All-Church
workday
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8:00 a.m. to noon
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Dear Friends,
Our season of stewardship
emphasis is now underway!
During our worship over
the past several weeks,
we’ve been taking a more
practical look at the
theology of stewardship and
the ways stewardship takes
shape in the busy, messy
lives of people and
communities around us.
The people in our
congregation already
steward God’s gifts across
many domains of living—
including in their relationships with others, their
work, and, yes, their
finances. As we continue
to explore a more holistic

view of stewardship of our
gifts, in response to God’s
grace, I hope that you will
prayerfully consider how
your own unique gifts may
be offered faithfully to the
mission and vision of the
church.
Many of you have already
returned your financial
pledge cards for the
upcoming year. If you are
still prayerfully considering
your financial pledge, I
encourage you to take a
look at the materials
included in your stewardship packet (available for
taking home after worship
on Sunday, Oct. 7, and
mailed to those who cannot
be there). In your packet
you’ll find a narrative budget
for the church and a listing
of upcoming opportunities
to volunteer your time and
talents. Once you are ready

to submit your pledge,
you may either return your
completed form in the
Sunday offering plate, or
follow this link to pledge
online:
https://bit.ly/2NDeIhr
As we are learning,
stewardship—whole
stewardship—thrives in
congregations that
understand it as layered,
interrelated, and
interdependent. We hope
you will be present in
worship throughout the
remainder of the
stewardship season, as we
will have the opportunity
to present our pledges of
giving in support of the
ministry and mission to
which we are called.
In Christian fellowship,
Tiffany Murray, chair,
Stewardship Committee

Countdown begins for new Sunday morning schedule
It’s now front-page news!
There’s a shift coming in the
Sunday morning schedule
here at First Presbyterian
Church. Beginning on Dec. 2
(the first Sunday in Advent),
the schedule will be the
following:
9:00 a.m.: Sunday school
(all classes, all ages)
9:55 a.m.: choir
10:00 a.m.: fellowship time
10:30 a.m.: worship

All classes for children,
youth, and adults will begin
at 9:00 a.m. The advantages
of shifting classes for
children and youth from
11:15 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. are
many: Classes will not be
short-changed or
interrupted by the varying
length of worship services;
teachers will no longer need
to round up children after
worship for class; children
will not be doing back-to-

back educational emphases
(First Steps during worship,
with Sunday school right
afterward); and parents will
no longer be dealing with
children who are hungry by
the end of worship. In
addition, more than a few
adults have indicated that it
will be easier and more
appealing to attend a class
before, rather than after,
worship.
(More on page 3!)
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

I was completely
enthralled by the monarch
butterflies in the church’s
main flowerbed this
summer. I have long
marveled at the process of
metamorphosis in which a
black, yellow, and white
caterpillar morphs into a
brilliant green chrysalis,
later to emerge as a velvety
orange-and-black butterfly
on programs like BBC’s
Planet Earth. But to see it in

real time in our own
backyard was beyond
spectacular.
Looking back, I would
have missed developing a
40-plus-year fascination with
butterflies in general, had it
not been for my mom and a
project we tackled back
when I was in high school.
I would have missed the
presence of milkweed in
our flowerbed this summer,
had it not been for Priscilla
Campbell, who identified it and its importance to
monarchs during the
tour she led for one of
our “Connections”
gatherings on a Sunday
morning last month.
(Thank you to Ann
Hensley, who designs
the garden each year,
and to Priscilla, who is
Ann’s right-hand person in the process.)

A couple thank you notes:
Dear friends,
Thank you for the card and beautiful prayer shawl. When
I went to the doctor Aug. 29 he put on another cast and told
me my healing was going so well he would put on a boot and
I could start putting weight on it.
Warm regards,
Dolores Sandmel
To everyone at First Presbyterian Church,
I’m very honored to have received your well wishes and prayers. I had a very
difficult time with all the complications of the surgery, but God was always with
me (all my life). Having you all on my side made me think I was special and I will
never forget that.
Thank you, thank you, thank you, from the bottom of my heart,
Irene Centaure

I would have missed seeing
the brilliant chrysalises, had
it not been for Anna
Thomas, who found them
attached under the eaves
and porches of the
Sanctuary building. I would
have missed the thrill of
helping to catch and tag
monarchs, had I not
happened upon Pat Parr
doing just that one afternoon as I pulled into the
church parking lot. She
taught me how to identify
male and female monarchs
and told me that we are on
the monarchs’ migration
path to Mexico.
I would have missed the
reminder of how intricate
yet fragile monarchs (and
nature) are, had it not been
for the caterpillar I spotted
under the narthex porch
ceiling that morphed into a
bright green chrysalis one
day, only to turn black and
become unviable the next;
or the monarch that flitted
into my unfriendly car grill.
I would have missed
learning countless other
things about life and faith,
calutrons and quilting,
Bishop’s chicken and banana
pudding, service and
dedication and, most of all,
about the One who makes
it all possible, had it not
been for you and the
company of saints who have
gone before us.
As I begin my seventh year
of service as your pastor,
I am thankful to and for you
and FPC, and I am eager to
see where this journey
takes us!
With a grateful heart,
Sharon
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FPC Spotlight: Mary Ann Davidson
Mary Ann Courtney
Davidson, 93, became a
member of First
Presbyterian Church on
Oct. 31, 1948, almost 70
years ago. No one else in
our congregation has been
a member as long as Mary
Ann. As a Sunday school
teacher over many years,
she taught children in the
preschool to middle school
age range. She was a
member of the Christian
Education and Worship
committees (called
“commissions” back then).
She served on Session from
1970 to 1972.
Mary Ann was born in
1925 in Louisville, Ky., and
grew up there. She
graduated in 1942 from an
all-girl public high school in
Louisville. In 1946 she
graduated from Agnes Scott
College, a private women’s
college in Decatur, Ga.,
where she majored in
chemistry. She worked
there as a freshman
chemistry lab instructor for
two years while studying for

a master’s degree in
biochemistry from Emory
University.
Mary Ann worked from
1948 to 1951 for the
Nuclear Energy for the
Propulsion of Aircraft
(NEPA) project near K-25.
Her job was to identify a
chemical that nuclear
airplane crew members
could take to protect them
from radiation sickness. She
met Jack Davidson in January
1949 in Oak Ridge and they
were married on May 13,
1950, in Louisville. Jack
worked in the
Instrumentation and
Controls Division of Oak
Ridge National Laboratory
for decades.
The Davidsons’ first child,
Anne, was born in August
1951 (she died of breast
cancer in 1989). Adele was
born in 1953 (she is
professor of English
literature at Kenyon College
in Ohio). Bill was born in
1954 and died of cancer in
2013. Mary Ann’s mother
passed away in 2000, and

Jack died of pancreatic
cancer in 2003. The Jack
Davidson Lecture on
Science and Religion series
was established at FPC to
honor his memory.
In 1976 Mary Ann took a
job with ORNL’s
Information Division, where
she worked on chemical
nomenclature. She also
served as a Girl Scout
leader, treasurer for the
Oak Ridge chapter of the
League of Women Voters
(LWV), and member of the
state LWV board.
Mary Ann has recovered
from a precursor of a
stroke. Although she has
given up driving, she is able
to attend our worship
services, thanks to her
neighbor, Linda Driver.
Mary Ann is remarkably
healthy and upbeat
considering that she has had
to endure the painful deaths
of so many close family
members. “I still miss Jack’s
sense of humor,” she said.

New Sunday morning schedule (from page 1)
Fellowship time will move
from after to before
worship. The shift will
lengthen our opportunity
to visit with one another.
The time will be focused on
gathering in for fellowship,
rather than scattering out
to myriad activities.
Moving the start of
worship back 30 minutes to

10:30 a.m. will allow more
time for folks who, because
of health, transportation, or
other challenges, have
difficulty getting to an
earlier service. And, most
importantly, we will still
have a jump on beating the
Baptists to lunch.
The Session’s decision
comes after studying

demographic trends,
discussing the proposal with
several key groups (e.g.,
parents, teachers, and
more), and engaging in
prayerful discernment over
an extended period of time.
Session members and staff
are eager to answer your
questions about the new
schedule.

Mary Ann Davidson
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Children and youth
FPC Youth Group schedule
Youth grades 4 through 12 meet (most) Sunday evenings, 5:30-7:00 p.m., for food,
fellowship, and growing in faith together. Here’s the schedule for October:
Oct. 7—No youth group (fall break)
Oct. 14—Outdoor fun (lots of games!)
Oct. 21—Pumpkin carving! Parents are invited to join the fun and stay for dinner.
Please RSVP to Kenya.

Kenya Frazier, coordinator for
children and youth ministries

Oct. 28—“Hallelujah Night” - a costume party with games and treats

FPC Youth Council
Anne Backus, Peggy Claiborne, Melissa Haynes, Ayden Long, Jessica
Long, Martina Ward, Kenya Frazier (staff)
The next Youth Council meeting will be Sunday, Oct. 28, at 3:00 p.m., in room 6.

Ongoing volunteer opportunity
We are always grateful for folks who will provide a simple meal for the Youth
Group on a Sunday evening. Please contact Kenya Frazier at (865)483-1318 or
fpcoryouth@comcast.net.

“Noisy offerings”
Bring your loose
change Sundays through
Oct. 14, for the children
to gather during worship!

A couple young artists at Connections
(See page 5 for October’s schedule.)

O c tob er 2 0 1 8

Page 5

Christian education
Sunday adult classes
9:00 a.m.
The Early Birds group meets in Room 6 in the Sanctuary building. The class,
taught by Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice, is studying Revelation.
Come join them for coffee, prayer, study, and great conversations.
The Rise ‘n’ Shine class, led by Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, and Hannah Tippett,
meets in the parlor and is studying the book of Genesis. Join the discussion!
11:15 a.m.
Connections—a gathering for youth (grades 5 and up) and all adults.
Lead facilitator: Sharon Youngs
Through the lens of our Christ-centered faith, we will take a hands-on, project- Midweek Bible study
based approach in exploring our connections to our church community, the
The midweek Bible study,
community around us, God's good creation, the arts, and more.
taught by Sharon Youngs,
meets on Wednesdays, at
Upcoming Schedule (subject to change, depending on weather, etc.):
5:45 p.m., in the parlor.
October 7: Connecting to one another (Spotlight: new members)
Childcare is available. The
October 14: Connecting through the arts (Textile arts)
class is designed so that
anyone can join the
October 21: Connecting through play (Presbyterian Jeopardy)
conversation at any point.
October 28: Connecting to our community (Welcome Table preparation)
Embodying Christ's inclusive love through heart, mind, and service

Artist and FPC member Tarri
Driver led the Connections
gathering in finger painting
after worship on Sept. 23.
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Peace and Global Witness Special Offering
The Peace & Global Witness Offering is received during the Season of Peace, which ends
on World Communion Sunday on Oct. 7. The offering enables the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) to promote peacemaking and
reconciliation and addresses systems that perpetuate violence. Half of the offering goes to
national church ministries administered by the Presbyterian Mission Agency, and the
remaining 50% is split between each participating congregation and its mid councils for use
in local and regional peacemaking initiatives. (For our congregation, the mid councils are
the Presbytery of East Tennessee and the Synod of Living Waters.)
A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the peace
of Christ by addressing systems of injustice across the world, including the mass
incarceration of African American men. Individual congregations are encouraged to use up
to 25% of this offering to connect with the global witness of Christ’s peace. Our
congregation's Social Concerns committee has directed our portion toward FPC’s
Morgan County Residential Recovery Court ministry.

Thanks to Ecumenical Storehouse volunteers
It takes a village to staff the Ecumenical Storehouse! More than 50
people from First Presbyterian and Central Baptist churches, as well
as folks from other Oak Ridge churches, volunteered to run the
Ecumenical Storehouse in September.
Many thanks to the Presbyterians who donated items, worked with
clients, answered phones, drove the trucks, and picked up furniture.
We are grateful for the assistance that the men from Morgan County
Residential Recovery Court provided on Saturdays.
The Ecumenical Storehouse served many new clients during
September, including two people displaced by Hurricane Florence
from their home in Wilmington, N.C.—Janet Swift, Social Concerns
committee chair

Storehouse volunteers: above Rob Kendrick (left) and Steve
Layendecker, upper right Jo Kendrick, lower right Dennis
Strickler, Patty Perkins, and Jean Bangham
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Kawale Orphan Outreach
Renovation at the Kawale
Orphan Outreach center is
underway. Cheryl Barr, who
visited the Kawale center
on her most recent trip to
Malawi, took photos of the
center interior in the first
week of September.
“They have started working on the floors,” she said.
“The burglar bars have been
put in most of the windows.
The ceiling tile has been
installed in most of the
rooms. Still left to be done
are to put in the doors,
install panes of glass for the
windows, hook up the
electricity, and complete the
painting and addition of the
needed finishing touches.”
Once the renovation is
complete, tables, chairs, and
other needed items will be

purchased and temporarily
stored in a safe and secure
place, Cheryl said, noting
that the committee
members have put in a lot
of work, and already the
building looks so much
better.
“Thank you to everyone
who supported this project
and helped make it happen,”
Cheryl said to those who
contributed during the
dinner and auction. “I got
the chance to tell the
Kawale staff about the
auction, the program, and
the generosity of each of
you. They were very
excited to hear about it all
and extremely grateful for
all you have done to
support them. They wanted
to make sure that I shared a

huge thank you to each of
you. And they also said you
are most welcome to visit
anytime!”

Renovation underway
at Kawale Orphan
Outreach

Above—In August at the Kawale Orphan Outreach
building in Malawi, children, guardians, and
members getting home-based care received 100
blankets and 100 mosquito nets purchased for
them.
Below—Mr. Nachamba, the Kawale Orphan
Outreach board chairman, hands a blanket to the
fun-loving, grinning boy who was front and center
in the songs in the video shown at the auction in
April at FPC.
This new cement floor has
replaced what used to be
broken-up bits of brick.

Page 8

T he Ba nne r
Session news: baptism, MCRRC fund stewardship OK’d
At its September meeting,
Session approved
• The administration of the
Sacrament of Baptism of
Alexandra Valerie Campbell,
infant daughter of Anne and
Kent Campbell, on Sunday,
Sept. 23.

• The election of Anne
Backus and Steve
Layendecker as
commissioners to the 137th
stated meeting of the
Presbytery of East
Tennessee on Nov. 13 at
Sequoyah Hills Presbyterian
Church in Knoxville.

• A motion to make Session
steward and overseer of the
Morgan County Residential
Recovery Court fund.
• The transfer of Bob
Hawsey’s membership to
New Providence
Presbyterian Church in
Maryville.

MCRRC day away at FPC on Oct. 20
On Saturday, Oct. 20, FPC
will host residents of the
Morgan County Residential
Recovery Court (MCRRC)
for their day away
associated with the 12-week
Alpha course on the basics
of Christianity. The theme
of study for the day away is
the Holy Spirit. Members of
the church family are invited
to join the men for the
videos and discussions in
the morning and for
afternoon worship.
Our congregation has the
opportunity to practice
radical hospitality on this

day away for a group of
men who rarely feel
accepted or loved because
of their personal histories of
dysfunctional families and
drug use. FPC will provide
breakfast, snacks, and lunch.
Specifically, the Alpha
ministry team is looking for
volunteers to:
• Prepare and serve
breakfast and do cleanup.
• Prepare and serve lunch
and do cleanup.
• Host a table at lunch, take
the men’s orders, and serve
their food.

• Participate in worship in
mid-afternoon.
Joe Everitt is in charge of
the kitchen. To volunteer
for kitchen- and mealrelated activities, please
contact Joe at
joseph.everitt@gmail.com.
Rosalyn McKeown-Ice is in
charge of programming. To
volunteer for items related
to the study of the Holy
Spirit and worship, please
contact Rosalyn at 482-6535
or rosalynmckeown@
hotmail.com.

All-Church workday
Saturday, Oct. 13, 8:00 a.m.-noon
Meet in the fellowship hall
for breakfast and “marching orders.”
There will be tasks for all ages and
skill levels. Let’s have some fun while
we spruce things up around FPC!

O c tob er 2 0 1 8
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Bits ‘n’ pieces
CWU program focus:
Coptic Christianity

October birthdays…
10/2 Sumner Byrne
10/3 Judy Greeson
10/4 Liam Wells
10/6 Priscilla Campbell
10/7 Mary Lyster
10/9 Wendy Myers
10/11 Anne Backus
10/11 Eric Myers
10/15 Larry Shappert
10/17 Nathan Myers
10/19 Wordna Agee
10/20 Susan Sharp
10/21 Sue Clark
10/22 Gretchen Drane
10/23 Ted Atkinson
10/25 Lee Trowbridge
10/27 Jane Hayden
… and anniversaries
10/2 Lewis & Phyllis
Phillips
10/11 Ed & Melinda Tilley
10/11 Jim & Meg Tonne
Congratulations!

Food 4 Kids
Meet at FUMCOR to help
pack food items to be
delivered to local schools
to help children and youth
who are at risk:
Packing day—Oct. 8
Delivery day—Oct. 9

Father Hedra, the priest of St. Mary
Coptic Orthodox Church in Knoxville,
will speak about the Coptic faith and rite
on Friday, Oct. 5, during the program
sponsored by Church Women United.
Fellowship begins at 11:30 a.m. in
Columbus Hall at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, followed by a short business
meeting at noon and the program. All
are welcome! For more information,
call 483-7940.

Grief support group
A grief support group for persons
grieving the death of a loved one will
meet on Mondays, Oct. 29-Dec. 10,
from 5:00 to 6:30 p.m. at First United
Methodist Church, Oak Ridge, in room
203.
Co-led by licensed grief counselor
Steve Herbes and FUMC’s minister of
spiritual formation, Jenny Caughman,
this confidential group allows persons
to explore and express grief at their
levels of comfort. There is no fee to
attend. For more information to
register, contact Danielle Gallaher at
dgallaher@fumcor.org or 483-4357.

FPC Women’s lunch
The FPC women will gather at Outback
Steakhouse for lunch on Monday, Oct. 8,
at 12:30 p.m. Outback is one of the local
eateries that donates a portion of their
profits to ADFAC the second Monday
each month.
FPC Men’s lunch note:
The weekly Men’s lunch has moved to
The Soup Kitchen at 11:30 a.m.

CWU program focus:
Coptic Christianity
Father Hedra, the priest of St. Mary
Coptic Orthodox Church in Knoxville,
will speak about the Coptic faith and rite
on Friday, Oct. 5, during the program
sponsored by Church Women United.
Fellowship begins at 11:30 a.m. in
Columbus Hall at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, followed by a short business
meeting at noon and the program. All are
welcome! For more information,
call 483-7940.

T he Ba nne r
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Worship Volunteers
Sunday, October 7 - World Communion
Liturgist: Peggy Hilliard
Acolytes: Rebecca Davenport, Avery Myers
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: Teresa Brittain, Kenya Frazier
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team I, led by Irene Darko
Counters: Irene Darko, Gene Ice
Flowers: Judy Greeson
Fellowship Hosts: Steve & Kathy Layendecker
Opening/Closing: Chuck Hadden, Herb Krause

Sunday, October 21
Liturgist: Bert Everitt
Acolytes: Maddie and Megan Stone
Time with Children: Peggy Terpstra
First Steps: Anne Backus, TBA
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Gray
Counters: Jim Campbell, Lewis Phillips
Flowers: Alex & Julia Cantrell
Fellowship Hosts: Gretchen Drane, TBA
Opening/Closing: Chuck Hadden, Herb Krause

Sunday, October 14
Liturgist: Dave Mullins
Acolytes: Bert Everitt, Nathan Myers
Time with Children: TBA
First Steps: Martina Ward, TBA
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Team II, led by George Darko
Counters: Bill Bostick, Carolyn Krause
Flowers: Ed & Mimi Tilley
Fellowship Hosts: Darlene Sanders & Elaine Wilson
Opening/Closing: Chuck Hadden, Herb Krause

Sunday, October 28
Liturgist: Jenny Lindsey
Acolytes: Rebecca Davenport, Amelia Everitt
Time with Children: Kenya Frazier
First Steps: Kenya Frazier, TBA
Sound Guild: Carolyn Krause
Ushers: Team IV, led by Dennis Strickler
Counters: Fred Haywood, Dennis Strickler
Flowers: Peggy Hinkle & Rob Lloyd
Fellowship Hosts: Fred & Sally Haywood
Opening/Closing: Chuck Hadden, Herb Krause

Anna Thomas, music director

Choir schedule
The Chancel Choir holds regular weekly
rehearsals on Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the
choir room, located to the left of the pulpit in
the sanctuary. New voices are always welcome
and childcare is available. If you’ve thought about
joining the choir, or if you just love the music of
Advent and Christmas, we will begin rehearsing
for this beautiful season on Oct. 17. Come sing
with us!

The Trillium Trio in concert at FPC
The Trillium piano trio, composed of Richard Bonham,
piano, Alison Maerker Garner, violin and Alicia Randisi
Hooker, cello, will present a free Oak Ridge Civic Music
Association (ORCMA) coffee concert with music by
Beethoven and Schubert on Sunday, Oct. 28, at 7:30 p.m.
at FPC. A reception will follow in the fellowship hall.

October 2018
Sun

Mon

30

1 October

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
11:15 “Fifth Sunday”
celebration

11:30 Men’s lunch

5:30 Youth group

6 pm Boy Scouts
6:30 CE meeting

7

8

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
11:15 Sun. school

11:30 Men’s lunch
12:30 Women’s
lunch

5:30 Youth Group

6 pm Soc Con.
6 pm Boy Scouts

14

15

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
11:15 Sun. school

11:30 Men’s lunch

Tue

Wed

2
8 am Lectionary grp
9:30 Prayer shawl grp
12:15 Centering
Prayer
1 pm CCW mtg
2 pm Welcome team
5:30 AA
6 pm meal prep
6:30 Guitar workshop

3

9
10 am ADFAC mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

10

5:45 Bible study
7 pm Choir

5:30 P&M meeting
5:30 AA
6:30 Guitar workshop

5:45 Bible study

12

8 am Lectionary grp
10 am Book forum
12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

24
10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:30 AA
6:30 Guitar workshop

30
12:15 Centering
Prayer

5:30 AA
6 pm meal prep
6:30 Guitar workshop

13
8 am to noon
All-Church
Workday

19

10 am ADFAC mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

6 pm Boy Scouts

11

18

23

5:30 Youth group

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

17

11:30 Men’s lunch

9:30 Coffee Chat
11:30 Men’s lunch

2 pm meal prep
5 pm Welcome Table

16

22

29

6

7pm Choir

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
11:15 Sun. school

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
11:15 “Fifth Sunday”
celebration

5

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

21

28

4

7 pm Finance mtg

6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 Youth group

Sat

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:45 Bible study
6:30 Session
7 pm Choir

5:15 ADFAC mtg
6 pm Boy Scouts

Fri

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:30 AA
6:30 Guitar workshop

5:30 Youth group
6:30 Dem. for E. TN

Thu

20

MCRRC Alpha
day away

7:30 Chinese
Bible study
25

26

27

9 am
“Uncensored”
1 pm ORICL
book club
7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5:45 Bible study
7 pm Choir
31

1

2

2 pm meal prep
5 pm Welcome Table

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:45 Bible study
7 pm Choir

Please note this calendar is subject to change. Check fpcor.org for real-time calendar.
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