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New and renewed educational opportunities at FPC
If you’re itching to learn something new, deepen your faith, or find out more about First
Presbyterian Church, look no further than the educational opportunities being offered this
fall! Take a look:
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Wednesday evenings
Back-to-back study opportunities begin Sept. 7. First, from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m., Sharon
will lead a conversation about the biblical text(s) for the upcoming Sunday’s sermon. Then,
from 6:00 to 7:15 p.m., Sharon will begin an 8-week discussion of Brian McLaren’s latest
book, Do I Stay Christian: A Guide for the Doubters, the Disappointed, and the Disillusioned. (See
p. 4 for more details about this intriguing work and ordering info.) Both of these opportunities will be in person and online via Zoom.
Sunday mornings
“Let’s Talk about It” returns on Sunday, Sept. 4, 9:00 a.m., via Zoom. At its first gathering, the class, which tackles the intersection of current issues and faith, will identify topics
for this fall’s discussions. On facilitator Dan Terpstra’s list are reproductive justice, implications for faith communities of the Inflation Reduction Act, and voting rights in advance of the
midterm elections. The online discussions have included national and international speakers.
Look for the Zoom link in FPC’s weekly eNews and contact Dan if you’d like more information (danterpstramail@gmail.com).
The Early Birds Bible study continues its look at Paul’s letters in the New Testament.
The class, taught by Anne Backus and Gene and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice, gathers remotely via
Zoom. Look for the link in the weekly eNews and contact Anne to learn more
(backusanne@comcast.net).
The Rise ‘n’ Shine Bible study gathers in person in room 6 of the Sanctuary building.
The class is currently studying the Book of Judges in the Old Testament while enjoying
homemade treats, coffee, and an early listen to the music for the 10:30 a.m. worship service.
Sue Byrne, along with Cheryl Barr and Hannah Tippett, are the teachers. For more information, contact Sue (suebyrne33@gmail.com).

FPC’s Welcome Table
Thursday, September 8, 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
(drive-thru only during COVID)
The Welcome Table, our monthly community meal ministry, will
be distributing taco soup and groceries on Thursday, September
8 (drive-thru only). If you would like to help, tasks include cooking, packing, or distributing meals. Please let Sharon know if
you’re interested [fpcpastor@live.com or (865) 771-7178].
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From
Fromyour
yourpastor
pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

This is a condensed version of
a recent article I wrote for
Krin Van Tatenhove’s blog
series on hope. You can read
the series at
https://krinvan.com/blog.
The book of Hebrews defines faith as “the assurance
of things hoped for, the
conviction of things not
seen” (11:1).
What do I hope for?
World peace, of course.
And food, shelter, safety,
education, and well-being
for all with whom I share
this fragile planet. I hope for
an end to violence and discrimination against “the other.” I hope for politicians to
value the common good
more than staying in office. I
hope for climate change to
be at least stopped, if not
reversed. And, while I’m at
it, I hope the lowest-seeded
team in the NCAA basketball tournament will be
crowned champion.
Unfortunately, the odds of
those things becoming reality are right at zero. The
vitriol in society—in this
country and in the world—

Coffee chat returns
Coffee Chat with Sharon resumes
every fourth Monday on Sept. 26,
9:30 a.m., in room 6 of the Sanctuary
building. Sharon provides the coffee;
you provide the topic!

Hope springs eternal

appears to be rising more
rapidly than the courage,
compassion, and conviction
needed to turn the tide
toward shalom.
Bottom line, the world is a
mess. But, I don’t think we’re
doomed. One place to find
hope is in returning to ancient traditions.
The Potawatomi people
know about shkitagen, a fungus that erupts through the
bark of birch trees. Robin
Wall Kimmerer, a member
of the Potawatomi people,
also known as “the People of
the Fire,” writes about
shkitagen in her New York
Times bestseller, Braiding
Sweetgrass (Minneapolis:
Milkweed Editions (2013).
Kimmerer writes, “It takes
some effort to find …
shkitagen and then dislodge it
from the tree. But cut open,
the body of the conk is banded in glowing shades of gold
and bronze, with the texture
of spongy wood, all constructed of tiny threads and
air-filled pores. Our ancestors discovered a remarkable
property of this being ….

Shkitagen is a tinder fungus,
a firekeeper…. Once an
ember meets shkitagen it
will not go out but smolders
slowly in the fungal matrix,
holding its heat. Even the
smallest spark … will be
held and nurtured if it lands
on … shkitagen” (364).
I think our job is to be
shkitagen—firekeepers of
the spark of hope. We hold
and nurture that hope for
one another and, thereby,
hold it for the world.
The world’s problems are
massive. But look closely,
and you’ll see firekeepers
hard at work, holding onto
and nurturing hope. The
spark of hope burns brightly
with each good deed that
often goes unnoticed—each
“please” and “thank you,”
each meal that fills a hungry
belly, each act of forgiveness, each welcoming of
a stranger.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

S ep t e mb e r 20 22
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FPC spotlight: Andre Darko and Bert Everitt
Andre Darko and Bert Everitt, two of our youth members, are Oak Ridge High School
graduates who are attending college this fall. Andre plans to major in political science at
Maryville College, and Bert plans to major in physics at the University of Tennessee at
Knoxville.
Andre, the son of Ghanaian natives and FPC members George and Irene Darko, was
born at Methodist Medical Center and has been an FPC attendee since he was an infant.
He attended Linden School, played viola with the Robertsville Middle School orchestra,
and was a member of the ORHS Broadcasting Club. He attained the rank of First Class as
a member for six years of Scout Troop 42B, which is sponsored by FPC; his activities included white-water rafting and attending the Philmont Scout Ranch, the Boy Scouts of
America’s premier High Adventure base in Cimarron, N.M.
At FPC Andre served as an usher, participated in the Youth Group activities, and, along
with Bert, gave a sermon during Youth Sunday. This summer he has been working at the
Old Navy store selling men’s clothing.
Bert, the son of FPC members Joe and Katy Everitt, was active at ORHS as a member of
the Science Bowl, varsity soccer team, and Mu Alpha Theta math club. He served as a
mentor for younger ORHS students and tutored students in math and science. He was a
member of the Soccer Club of Oak Ridge and hopes to play on the varsity volleyball team
at UTK.
At our church he was a volunteer during workdays, and he frequently served as liturgist
during our worship services.

Bert Everitt
Mailing address:
Bert Everitt
K121
Hess Hall
1720 Melrose Place
Knoxville, TN 37996

Bert with his mom Katy

Andre Darko
Mailing addresss:
Andre Darko
Maryville College
502 E. Lamar Alexander Parkway
Mailbox #2219
Maryville, TN 37804

Andre Darko is spotted in a photo
from Maryville College
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Children and youth activities
For children (3rd grade and younger):
There is a new approach to Time with Children . After prayer during Sunday worship
services, children who are present will be invited to the fellowship hall for a coloring activity.
Children at home will be able to access the coloring activity at fpcor.org under Weekly
Worship Material. If you would be willing to take a turn to be with the children for this
pre-planned activity during worship, please talk with Camille Graves, Elaine Wilson, or Sharon.

For youth (4th through 12th grades):
Sunday, Sept 11, 5:30-7:00 p.m.: Kick-off meeting for the Fall 2022 FPCOR youth group. Parent’s meeting, youth activity, as well as campfire hot dogs and smores.
Sept. 23-25: Middle School Retreat at Camp John Knox (6th-8th grade). Flier is not out yet.
Sept. 30–Oct. 1: Pre-teen retreat at Camp John Knox (4th-5th grade); overnight plus one-day option. Flier was attached to a Presbytery of East Tennessee email.
Sunday, Oct. 2, 5:30-7:00 p.m.: FPCOR youth group will have games night with a homecooked meal.

We’re hiring
We are actively seeking a Coordinator for Children & Youth Ministries. This part-time position (up to 20
hours) is responsible for planning, coordinating, and overseeing activities for children and youth (birth through high
school) to promote healthy friendships, spiritual development, and ministry involvement. If interested, go to https://
indeedhi.re/3wd3CEX or talk to Sharon for more details.

Fall book study begins Sept. 7
Beginning Sept. 7, Sharon
will lead an 8-week discussion of Brian McLaren’s latest book, Do I Stay Christian:
A Guide for the Doubters, the
Disappointed, and the Disillusioned. The discussion will
be in person and online via
Zoom.
A review of the book by
Jeff Lehn in The Presbyterian
Outlook describes Do I Stay
Christian? as a “breath of
fresh air. The tone is honest
and gracious. The content is
provocative and creative.
The organization is clear
and generative. … I’m a
pastor and try every day to

follow Jesus (however fitfully), and this book is a ‘guide’
for me and other believers
as well.”
McLaren, once an evangelical preacher and now author, speaker, activist and
public theologian, offers 10
reasons to answer, “Do I
stay Christian?” with “no.”
He then lays out 10 reasons
to say “yes.” He concludes
with a third section that
some readers consider the
most compelling: “How do
we become more human
(whether we stay Christian
or not)?”

About the study, Sharon
says, “I think folks can expect discomfort as we tackle topics that are difficult to
talk about. At the same
time, I expect we will all find
our personal faith stoked in
ways it may not have been
for some time.
The book is available from
Amazon.com (https://
amzn.to/3wDFyeo). The
Christian Education Committee will be placing a few
copies on loan if there are
those who prefer not to
purchase it. Please let Madison know as soon as possible if that is the case for
you.
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Vacation photo gallery

Dave Mullins shared a photo from his vacation to
Alberta, Canada, which included a visit to Moraine Lake.
Jo Kendrick’s sunset picture from Lake Hartwell in Anderson, S.C.

Mimi and Ed Tilley took a six-day
baseball bus tour to Fenway Park
and Yankee Stadium.

Dennis and Candice Strickler
vacationed in Hawaii.

The Cantrells went on a summer vacation to Aruba with members
of their extended family.

The Mullins and the Terpstras had dinner
with former FPC member Mary Keller in
Bangor, Maine.

Judy Greeson doing a track walk at the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway on July 30

The Haddens visited the Uncompahgre River
at Ridgeway State Park in Ridgeway Colorado.
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Volunteers and donations needed for the RSCC food pantry

Church hike Sept. 10
All are invited to hike the
Point Trail at Obed Wild
and Scenic River on Saturday, Sept. 10. Paul
Akers and Barbara Reeve
will be our guides. Wear
sturdy shoes for this
moderate, 3.8-mile round
-trip trail. Bring your
lunch and plenty of water.
We will leave the church
parking lot at 8:30 a.m.
and return no later than
4:00 p.m.

The Food Pantry at Roane
State Community College’s
Oak Ridge Branch Campus
has operated at almost full
capacity all year. The reason:
about 60% of the students
returned to the campus on
Aug. 18 and are attending
in-person courses instead of
online classes only.
As demand for food has
increased, pantry volunteers
were unusually busy this
summer—our slow period.
We fed and supplied groceries to an average of 100
students and family members
each week. Even with the
donations of fresh produce
that First Presbyterian
Church volunteers receive
from Walgreens each Monday, we must order quite a
lot of food from Second
Harvest Food Bank of East
Tennessee, located in
Maryville. We pay for this
food using donations and
grant funds to keep up with
demand.
Fall pre-enrollment numbers
for classes are the highest
we've seen since before the

pandemic hit. So, we're expecting to be extremely busy
this fall.
We have a balance of
$10,000 in our fund so we
should be able to cover the
costs of food needed during
the fall and hopefully the
spring semester. But demand
is rising as are the prices of
food we purchase from Second Harvest. We are looking
for grants to apply for and are
hoping for more donations to
help take care of the students
at risk of going hungry.
We also need volunteers to
help the First Presbyterian
crew—Sue Byrne, David Mullins, and Roger Ryburn. Sue
previously applied for grants
that brought in funds for the
pantry and will continue with
this task. Every Monday and
Tuesday, she and Roger take
turns picking up a carload of
food donated by Kroger Express to Walgreens. Each one
drives the food to RSCC, unloads it, and helps run the
pantry with other volunteers
such as Mariella Akers, sister
of FPC member Paul Akers.

David continues to be the
leader, financial officer, and
person who orders and delivers food from Second Harvest to the campus. We
would like to have two volunteers to help us. If you
know of anyone who might
be a good fit, please reach
out to any of us.
The pantry has also provided us an opportunity to get
to know the students better
and offer a listening ear to
those who want to talk to us
about the hardships they are
encountering. We have
heard students express concern about the rising COVID
rates in Anderson County,
the need to be careful about
what you eat if you want to
improve your health, a 95year-old grandfather in Florida who is in hospice care,
and the heavy demands of a
student’s fall schedule. Slowly
but surely, we are becoming
part of the fabric of the Oak
Ridge college campus.
— Sue Byrne, Roger Ryburn,
and David Mullins, Roane State
Food Pantry Team

Upcoming topics for the “Let’s Talk about It” class
Sept. 4: How I Spent My Summer Vacation —A discussion of books or movies or ideas that challenged you since we
last met, and an exploration of topics to explore this year.
Sept. 11: Selected Topics in Faith and Science —Don Spong presenting
Sept 18: Youth v Gov —A documentary that follows the journey of 21 young plaintiffs suing the US government for its
actions in creating the climate crisis.
Sept. 25: The Neutral Ground —This film documents the City of New Orleans’ fight over monuments and America’s
troubled romance with the Lost Cause.
The class gathers on Sunday mornings, 9:00 a.m., via Zoom. Here’s the link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6959017842?
pwd=M0dNZUplVUl5UlF1RHYvWHdkYnV4dz09
September schedule for Bible studies
—Early Birds Bible study, Sundays, 9:00 a.m., via Zoom, is studying 1 Corinthians.
—Rise ‘n’ Shine Bible study, Sundays, 9:00 a.m., in person with coffee and refreshments (room 6), is finishing the
book of Judges.
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ADFAC & Piece for Peace Sisters photo gallery

On Aug. 1, five volunteers from FPC packed 70 backpacks
(shown here) with donated school supplies for students at Jellico
High School as our church’s contribution to the school supplies
program of Aid to Distressed Families of Appalachian Counties.
The volunteers were, from left, Priscilla Campbell, Rob Kendrick,
Jo Kendrick, Carolyn Krause, and Jean Bangham.

Anna Robinson’s book group volunteered to pack
backpacks. The volunteers were, from left, Sharon
Hubbard, Patty Barlow, Karen Moore, Martha Alice
Boatner, and Anna Robinson.

Jo Kendrick &Anna Robinson
brought their quilt tops to
quilt on Mimi Tilley’s
Longarm sewing machine
this summer.

Mimi Tilley made a graduation quilt for
her grandniece and a play quilt for her
grandnephew using scraps from 45 years
of quilting.

One of Patty Barlow’s quilting
projects from the summer

Anna Robinson in a quilt made for
her by Mimi Tilley for her 80th
birthday.
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The August sermon series on country music enlisted the help of
several fantastic musicians and singers.

Our financial snapshot: first seven months of 2022

Kentucky flood relief
and recovery
The people of eastern Kentucky, as
well as Missouri and Virginia, are
hurting badly from recent flooding.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is in
communication with Presbyterian
leadership in the affected presbyteries
to offer resources, process grants,
and deploy national response teams
when it is safe to do so. To make a
monetary gift, which is sorely needed,
you can donate directly to PDA
through pcusa.org, you can give
online to FPC (using the QR code
below) and designate it for PDA
DR000191, or you can send a check
to FPC and we will see that it gets to
PDA. Please put PDA DR000191 on
the memo line.

Through July 2022, FPCOR is running a surplus of $54,309. We were expecting a projected deficit of $16,140 at this point in the year.
Current contributions and total income are well ahead of projections and
are about the same as they were at this time last year. Beyond the anticipated
periodic contributions, several members have made substantial one-time donations. Although the stock market is down for the year, we are realizing significant investment income because our annual investment income is based on
last year’s performance.
Our expenses were less than budgeted. Our staff expenditures, which make
up most of our budget, were below budget and were lower than last year
because the office manager position was vacant for two months, the youth
director position has yet to be filled, and we are not currently paying for
nursery workers.
Although we don’t budget on a monthly basis, the “Budgeted” column below
reflects what we might expect if our income and expenses were the same
each month of the year.
Actual through July 31

Budgeted through July 31

Contributions

222,788

183,167

Other Income

28,343

28,758

Total Income

251,131

211,925

Expenses

196,822

228,065

54,309

(16,140)

Surplus/(Deficit)
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Last but not least...

Weekly gatherings
Sundays:

Tuesdays:

9:00 a.m.

Early Birds; Rise ‘n’ Shine;
Let’s Talk About It

Mondays:
Noon

12:15 p.m.

Centering prayer

Wednesdays:
6:30 p.m.

Men’s Zoom lunch

Do I Stay Christian
book study

Monthly gatherings
•
•
•
•

Piece for Peace Sisters, first Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., room 102, Activities
building
Brewing Questions, first Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., via Zoom
Conversation on Loss, fourth Sundays, 1:00 p.m., parlor, Sanctuary
building
Uncensored, last Saturdays, 9:00 a.m., room 102 kitchen, Activities building
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links and details.)

September birthdays
9/1
9/10
9/13
9/16
9/16
9/18
9/21
9/22
9/24
9/24
9/26
9/27

Colin Colverson
Connie Book
Ashley Dimmer
Peggy Hinkle
Walter Porter
Bill Bostick
Peggy Hilliard
Bob Cantrell
Mike Dimmer
Martina Ward
Fred Haywood
Jim Campbell
Happy birthday!

September anniversaries

9/2
9/18
9/22
9/26

Wesley & Ryan Tilley
John A. Drake
& Patty Barlow
Ashley & Mike Dimmer
Brian & Gretchen Drane
Congratulations!

Thank you to the choir, John Purifoy, Peggy Hinkle, and
Anna Thomas for their leadership at the Aug. 24 hymn
sing.
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
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today

