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As this issue of The Banner
is going to print, local coronavirus case numbers are
indicating the beginning of a
downward trend. The Task
Force on Reopening will be
monitoring the numbers
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Beginning Sunday, Sept. 13, two new classes for children and youth will be starting.
Both will be meeting virtually. Please contact Ryan Tilley (rtilley10@yahoo.com or
603-7298) for Zoom links.
• Pathfinders:
Children in pre-K-3rd grade, Sundays, 11:30 a.m.
Parents are encouraged to participate with their child.
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2020 Census

Sunday worship
continues online
FPC’s online worship
services begin each Sunday
morning with an extended
musical prelude at 10:20
a.m. The Facebook Live
link, which does not
change from week to
week, is https://
www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterian-Church-OakRidge-TN-309180789463/.
You do not need a
Facebook account to
access the service.
The bulletin for each
worship service is
available to download
from the church’s website
(www.fpcor.org). If you
prefer receiving a hard
copy of the bulletin from
the church office in time
to use on a Sunday
morning, please let
Adrienne know
(fpcadmin@comcast.net
or 680-7837).

•

carefully this month,
especially given the start of
school and the upcoming
Labor Day holiday weekend.
If the trend continues, we
may be in a position to
consider putting the

outdoor worship schedule
back on the calendar,
along with easing some
restrictions for in-person
worship.
Stay tuned and stay well.

Faith Seekers: Youth in grades 4-12, Sundays, 5:30 p.m.
Games, fellowship, and study

Welcome Table looking ahead
Thanksgiving and Christmas are beginning to appear in earnest on the planning horizon.
While the Welcome Table leadership team hopes that we are back to serving a sit-down
meal for our guests in the fellowship hall by then, the team has designed an alternate plan
that involves sharing with our guests the fixings for a holiday meal. Distribution would
continue to be a drive-thru format.
For November and December, the Welcome Table is planning to provide our guests
with the following items:
• Canned ham (1-lb)
• Canned green beans
• Canned sweet potatoes or yams
• Canned cranberry sauce or whole berry
• Package of Stove Top Stuffing
• Canned fruit pie filling
• Yellow cake mix (recipe to be included)
We would be so grateful if you could donate
all or some of these items. If you prefer to make
a donation to the FPC Hunger Fund for the
purchase of them, that is also appreciated. We
will need approximately 125 of each item to cover both months.
Please note: As we get closer to the holidays, these items will be increasingly hard to
find. If we start collecting them now, we will have what we need by November. If by
some miracle we are back to providing a sit-down meal for our guests in the fellowship
hall, it would still be wonderful if we could send them home with these groceries.
Everyone has been so generous with items for our food pantry. Thank you.
—The Welcome Table Leadership Team: Gretchen Drane, Anna Robinson, Susan Sharp, and
Peggy Terpstra
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

Welcome Table
Sept. 10
The Welcome Table
on Sept. 10 will run from
5:30 to 6:00 p.m. If you
would like to help with
cooking, packaging, or
distributing our drive-by
meals (following
necessary protocols), let
Sharon know (771-7178
or fpcpastor@live.com).

What did you do on your
summer vacation?
That used to be the go-to
question at the beginning of
a new school year. Asking
that question this fall would
surely generate answers
unlike previous years: I
taught my dog a new trick.
I waved to my grandmother
through the window of her
apartment. I made lots of
sidewalk chalk art. I camped
out in the backyard. I
helped with lots of jigsaw
puzzles. I memorized the
takeout menu at Gallo
Loco.
What have we learned from
COVID-19?
That question anticipates
the time, however long it
takes, when the intense
disruption and disorientation caused by the coronavirus have ebbed. One of
the answers is becoming
increasingly obvious:
“Normal” is going to take
on a whole new look.
While no one has a crystal
ball, it’s a good bet that

work patterns will continue
to be different, as will shopping, travel, and much more.
Churches may experience
some of the biggest changes,
according to consultant
Tom Ehrich. In a recent
article in The Presbyterian
Outlook he writes, “A
church that expects to
resume frenetic Sunday
mornings might find people
uninterested in frenzy. Even
beloved habits like hugging
everyone in sight will seem
jarring, maybe unwelcome.
In fact, churches could find
that people don’t want to
be together in one place—
not because of health
worries, but because of
revealed temperaments.
This could be a time for
personal faith, not group
religion; for reflection and
meditation, not for Sunday
worship; for sharing with a
few, not for clinging to the
many.”
Here at First Presbyterian
Church, the Session is
beginning to ponder in

earnest what a post-COVID
FPC will look like. We
have already established
protocols (masks, physical
distancing, and so forth) for
when a sustained downward
trend in coronavirus case
numbers indicates that it’s
okay to be together in
person. I think that’s the
easy part. The harder part
will be to discern what
shifts we need to make in
regard to worship,
education, fellowship, and
service that best meet the
needs of our congregation
and community. For
example, what difference
will it make to continue an
online presence for worship
each Sunday, even when we
have resumed in-person
services?
It all generates much food
for thought. I’d love to
know yours.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

From left, Debbie Thomas,
her mother Patty Perkins,
and Patty’s nurse Tracy in
worship for Debbie’s
baptism on Aug. 23.
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“Let’s Talk About It” upcoming class schedule
“Let’s Talk About It”
meets via Zoom at 9:00 a.m.
each Sunday to discuss a
variety of social and
environmental justice issues.
Contact Dan Terpstra at
danterpstramail@gmail.com
or 216-6974 for details and
a Zoom link.
• Aug. 30–Virginia Dale,
founding member of
Tennessee Citizens for
Wilderness Planning
(TCWP) and current
president of AFFOR
(Advocates for the Oak
Ridge Reservation), will
be talking about these
groups’ vision for an
Oak Ridge Blueway, a

•

•

•

waterway along the
reservation on Melton
Lake that complements
the Oak Ridge
Greenways.
Sept. 6–Tennessee
Alternatives for the
Death Penalty (TADP)
video discussion led by
Carolyn Dipboye.
Sept. 13–Stacy Rector,
executive director of
TADP and Presbyterian
minister from Middle
Tennessee, will join us
for more conversation
about this important
issue.
Sept. 20–Jessica Maudlin,
PC(USA) Associate of

Sustainable Living and
Earth Care Concerns,
will be with us to talk
about the Earth Care
Congregations program
we’ve been part of
since 2012.
• Sept. 27–Rebecca
Barnes, coordinator of
the Presbyterian Hunger Program (PHP), will
join us to discuss PHP
and related denominational activities.
Join us for lively and
challenging conversation
every Sunday morning!

Rise ‘n’ Shine and
Early Birds classes
The Rise ‘n’ Shine class
meets each Sunday at 9:00
a.m. The group is currently
studying the book of
Deuteronomy. All are
welcome to join. Contact
Sue Byrne (318-8856 or
suebyrne33@gmal.com) for
Zoom credentials.
The Early Birds also meet
Sundays at 9:00 a.m. The
class is studying the book of
Job and will soon move to
Luke and Acts. Anne Backus
(backusanne@comcast.net
or 556-3099) can give you a
link for the Zoom class.

FPC helps to launch students and educators
into this “memorable” school year.
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How FPC can help Willow Brook School during the pandemic

Sherrie Fairchild-Keyes

Preparing for reopening a
school for children during a
pandemic is like “building a
rocket ship while flying it
to Mars,” said Sherrie
Fairchild-Keyes, principal at
Willow Brook Elementary
School and member of
FPC. Our congregation has
a partnership with the
school through the
Educate a Child initiative
of the PC(USA). Sherrie
explained the daunting
logistics for opening school
in a recent FPC’s “Let’s
Talk about It” class.
The class wanted to know
if FPC, which has provided
volunteer tutors and reading partners, as well as
knitted caps, for Willow
Brook children for several
years, can help them during
this unusual year when
visitors to the school are
prohibited. Here are
Sherrie’s thoughts:
• FPC folks can read to a
student or tutor a pupil
in math over the phone
or via Zoom.
• We can donate money
for school supplies for
children to use at school
or at home. Write a
check to FPC with
“Willow Brook
supplies” in the memo.

•

•

•

Willow Brook partners
with Helen Ross McNab
Center to provide
mental health services to
students. “We have a
financial obligation to
meet to secure a
counselor,” Sherrie said.
To support this
program, send a check
to the Family Resource
Center (298 Robertsville
Rd., Oak Ridge, TN,
37830). Put “school
counseling program” or
“HRMC” in the memo.
Willow Brook has some
375 students. Seventy
have opted to learn from
home using ConnectOR. Teachers present
the Connect-OR
content via Zoom. Some
children learn remotely
using smart tablets with
keyboards supplied by
Oak Ridge Schools.
Students at home are
expected to spend up to
five hours in remote
learning—reading,
working math problems,
watching instructional
videos, and writing
essays.
Students attending “live
school” at Willow Brook
wear masks, wash their
hands frequently, and

practice physical
distancing. They stay in
their homeroom all day
to receive instruction
and to eat breakfast and
lunch. They have two
recesses a day. They are
separated from all other
students except when
they are on buses.
• “We adhere to guidelines from the Tennessee
Department of Health
and the U.S. Centers for
Disease Control and
Prevention,” Sherrie said.
“Our goal is to mitigate
the spread of COVID-19
… to protect the health
and well-being of our
Willow Brook family
members.”
“Our volunteer tutors get
a lot out of helping our kids,
and our kids do better if
they have more adults in
their lives who care for
them,” Sherrie said. If
you are interested in
volunteering, contact
Sherrie at 208-9888 or
sfk1027@gmail.com.
—Carolyn Krause
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Ecumenical Storehouse:The need is still there!
The Ecumenical Storehouse is open and serving
clients. Even though
operating procedures and
hours have changed because
of COVID-19, more than 40
families were helped by the
Storehouse during August.
First Presbyterian Church
will be staffing the Ecumenical Storehouse in October
in partnership with Central
Baptist Church. The Storehouse receives donations of
furniture and other household items (but not food or
clothing) and then distributes those items to people
who need assistance setting
up housekeeping and are
referred by social service
agencies.
After closing in mid-March,
the Storehouse reopened in
late May and is following
strict COVID-19 protocols.

All volunteers and clients
must wear masks and
physically distance while at
the Storehouse. All client
interviews are done by
telephone. No clients are
allowed inside the building.
Volunteers select and gather
furniture and other items
needed by the clients, who
then must load the items
they receive into their
vehicles themselves.
Volunteers also sort and
shelve donations.
The new hours for the
Storehouse are 10:00 a.m.
to noon on Tuesdays and
Thursdays for clients and
10:00 a.m. to noon on
Saturdays for pickups. All
items for pickup must be put
outside the residence by the
donor. Fewer volunteers are
needed each day to ensure
that physical distancing is

practiced within the building. People who are able to
move furniture and gather
other items for clients are
needed for Tuesdays and
Thursdays, and owners of
trucks are needed to do
pickups on Saturdays.
Anyone who feels comfortable helping with this
continuing ministry during
this unprecedented time
can contact Janet Swift at
swiftjan@gmail.com or
387-2027. Please give dates
you will be available in
October. We will start on
Thursday, Oct. 1, and
continue on Tuesdays,
Thursdays, and Saturdays
through Oct. 31.—Janet
Swift, FPC member of the
Ecumenical Storehouse board
of directors
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RSCC food pantry resumes distribution
FPC member Sue Byrne
hasn’t been anywhere
during the pandemic, but
that hasn’t kept her from
doing essential work.
Thanks to her prolific grant
writing, the Roane State
Community College food
pantry at the Oak Ridge
campus has received, or is
set to receive, grants
totaling between $5000 and
$12,000 since spring.
The latest grant for $1000,
thanks to the local
lunchtime Rotary club, is
for non-food items (paper
products, sanitary napkins,

etc.). Kudos to Dave
Mullins, FPC’s treasurer and
a volunteer for Second
Harvest Food Bank and for
the RSCC food pantry, who
makes sure that this and all
grants are used according to
each grant’s requirements.
The RSCC food pantry is a
partnership between RSCC
and FPC. Last spring, the
pantry was distributing food
to an average of 250
students weekly. Sue
estimates the number is
probably around 400, when
family members of students
are counted. The numbers

may vary this fall because of
a percentage of students
taking classes online.
Second Harvest is the
primary supplier of canned
food for the pantry. In
addition, Sue will resume
her weekly stop at
Walgreens each Monday
morning to collect
perishable food items that
are within five days of their
expiration date. (Walgreens
has a Kroger section in its
store.) The items include
milk, fruit, and meat.

FPC gardeners donate extra produce

A drive-by retirement celebration for Bob Cantrell at the end of July

It's the hottest time of the
summer, and the vegetables
are rolling in! FPC’s
community garden growers
are always looking for new
ways to make gardening and
the healthy produce it
creates more accessible to
our neighbors.
A collaboration with the
weekly food pantry at St.
Mary’s Catholic Church of
Oak Ridge is providing new
outreach. Every week, the
community food pantry
offers nutritious food to
families in need. FPC
members and guests are
helping this important
ministry by donating extra
produce from the FPC
community garden, their
own gardens, or local
grocery stores.
On Tuesday evenings,
gardeners and families can
leave extra produce in the
refrigerator or on the
counter in the FPC
fellowship hall kitchen in the

Sanctuary building. Please
make a “Food Pantry” label
with the sharpie pen in the
kitchen and place it on your
donation.
On Wednesday mornings,
Camille Graves and
Kiersten Ruisard, our
community garden
coordinators, are taking
turns delivering the
donated FPC produce and
other food items to the
folks at St. Mary’s. If you
need help picking your
produce in our community
garden, please let Camille
know before Tuesday
which items you would like
to donate and where your
garden plot is. She will
enlist Selma and Esmee’s
help in picking the donated
items. These offerings will
continue through the
gardening season. Contact
Camille at 220-9455 or
ncgraves26943@gmail.com.
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The census clock is ticking
If you have not responded
to the 2020 Census, there’s
still time to do so, but only
until the end of this month.
As of August 2, the City of
Oak Ridge reported that
only 69% of households had
responded—roughly 20,000
out of a population of
30,000.
So many of our community services and programs
depend on accurate census
data: schools, free lunch
programs for students,
roads, Medicaid, and

housing assistance for older
adults. The data helps our
community respond to
natural disasters and secure
funding for hospitals and fire
departments. It helps the
city lower the road tax and
offer basic services to its
citizens. It helps with
improving Section 8 housing,
and with the programs our
library offers.
Responding to the 2020
Census takes less than 10
minutes. You have several
options: Complete and

return the form that was
mailed to you several weeks
ago. You can also call
(844) 330-2020 or visit
my2020Census.gov. Locally,
contact Lauren Gray
(lgray@oakridgetn.gov),
who will assist you. And if
a census taker knocks on
your door, please answer.
Finally, take a moment to
ask your family, friends,
neighbors, and work
colleagues if they have
responded.
We’re counting on you!

September birthdays
9/1
Colin Colverson
9/10 Connie Book
9/13 Ashley Dimmer
9/16 Peggy Hinkle
9/16 Walt Porter
9/18 Bill Bostick
9/19 Sarah Rittenberry
9/21 Peggy Hilliard
9/22 Bob Cantrell
9/24 Martina Ward
9/26 Fred Haywood
9/27 Jim Campbell
and Anniversaries
9/2
Ryan & Wes Tilley
9/18 Patty Barlow &
John A. Drake
9/26 Brian & Gretchen
Drane
Congratulations!

FPC music director Anna Thomas
(above) and sexton Omer Breeden
(upper right) sporting fashionable facial
coverings
At right, prayer shawl ministry folks
continue to gather in one another’s
backyards for fellowship and to “needle”
one another
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
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today

