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When asked what makes a good country song, legendary country songwriter Harlan
Howard said, “three chords and the truth.” But just what is “country music” nowadays?
It used to be, by and large, a somewhat clearly defined musical genre. But this Tennesseeborn phenomenon has morphed into something squishier over the last nearly 100 years.
Country music and theology (broadly defined) have always had an interesting dance
between them. We’re taking a closer look at all of that this month in a sermon series
entitled, “Jesus, Take the Wheel” (borrowing the title from Carrie Underwood’s song).
First up, on Aug. 7, is “The Gospel According to Hank”—Hank Williams, that is, who is
considered by many to be the father of country music. His “hillbilly humanism” contains
serious nuggets for our consideration. Joining us will be guest musicians Alan Eleazer
(guitar), Steve King (double bass), Matt Marlock (banjo), and Charlotte Bowers (piano).
Alan’s rendition of “Mississippi Squirrel Revival” may be the highlight!
Aug. 14 will feature songs from Garth Brooks, who some say has helped to make country
music squishier. His emphasis on living life with passionate engagement, whatever life
brings, will preach! Our musicians will include our own phenomenal Colin Colverson, Jo
Kendrick, and more.
We will look at the gifts of simplicity, joy, and authenticity through the music of Dolly
Parton on Aug. 21. Shauntina Phillips will be our guest soloist.
The series wraps up on Aug. 28 with a look at what country music has to say about hope
and fate.
Turns out, there’s some serious theology and profound truths within country music
around the themes of dignity, love, work, responsibility, and hope. Join us as we do some
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms”!

Potluck and hymn sing Aug. 24
Come join us for a midweek potluck supper and
hymn sing, Wednesday,
Aug. 24. Eating the meal will
start at 6 p.m. in the fellowship hall.
According to Patty Barlow,
chair of the Congregational
Care & Welcome Committee, “Coffee, tea, lemonade,
and water will be provided.
Please bring a dish to share
by 5:45 p.m. If you bring a
vegetarian or gluten-free
dish, please label it as such.”
Following the meal, we

will enjoy singing favorite
hymns requested by
members and friends of our
congregation. Anna Thomas,
director of music at FPC,
will lead the hymn sing. She
has received a list of favorite
hymns from some people
but would like to hear from
more of us about our bestloved selections.
“Hymns need not be in
Glory to God,” she said. “All
suggestions are welcome.
Whether a hymn from long
ago, another denomination,

another tradition, or a
hymn that’s new to you, I’ll
do my best to use it in the
program.
“We often associate
hymns or songs with
meaningful moments in our
lives. What are those
hymns for you? Please email
song or hymn titles to me
by Aug. 7 at aebeebe@hotmail.com. I
would enjoy reading your
comments about hymns
that are part of your story.”
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Sharon Youngs, pastor

The first General Assembly I ever attended was in
1980—the 120th General
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United
States (the former
“southern” denomination). I
helped staff a display area
for the Montreat Conference Center in the exhibit
hall of the convention center in Myrtle Beach, N.C.,
where the assembly was
held.
I’ve lost track of how many
assemblies I’ve attended
since 1980, either as an observer or music leader or
national staff member or
resource person or member
of a special committee or
part of the A/V technical
crew. I wore a new hat for
this year’s 225th GA, serving as one of 470 advisory
delegates and commissioners from across the denomination who were elected by
presbyteries to act on the
business items before the
assembly.

Like everything else in this
COVID-19 world, this year’s
GA resembled little of previous, pre-pandemic assemblies. The 16 assembly committees met in-person in
Louisville, Ky., four batches
of four committees at a time
over a two-week period. We
met at the Presbyterian Center, but we never saw committees other than our own
because of staggered breaks
and mealtimes. (I did manage
to see former staff colleagues, which was a real
gift.) All 17 plenary sessions
were conducted online, 14 of
them between July 5-9.
Needless to say, it was a
challenge for well over 500
people (counting resource
and staff folks) to engage in
discussion and parliamentary
procedure via Zoom! It was,
honestly, grueling. But we
managed, and I firmly trust
that the Spirit moved in and
through us to discern the
mind of Christ for the PC
(USA).

FPC had our first-ever field day on July 17,
which included games, BBQ, and a bounce house!

Elsewhere in this issue of
The Banner is a summary of
the actions taken by this
assembly. With rare exceptions, the final votes were
75 percent and higher in the
affirmative—in other words,
a very strong consensus on
items across the board.
I am most grateful for the
opportunity to have served
as a commissioner, and I
appreciate your support and
understanding as I fulfilled
that responsibility. I suppose
the only role I’ve yet to fill
at this point is that of GA
moderator. I am truly happy
to take a hard pass on that
one!
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

Summary of GA actions
can be found on page 5
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Gardens of FPC

The organic produce of the Welcome Garden,
planted and maintained by FPC gardeners,
is free for the picking by anyone
in the community who needs it.
The Community Garden is the only garden in Oak Ridge with plots
for individual/family gardeners, regardless of church affiliation. Its 21
plots are rented for $20 annually. Roughly half of the gardeners are
FPC members; the rest are from the community.
Over time, gardeners have enriched the soil, added a watering
system, built a composter, installed rabbit fencing, and constructed
accessible garden paths.
Gardeners manage their own plots, deciding what to grow and
performing all gardening tasks. Everyone helps with occasional projects, such as path maintenance.
Chemical insecticides, herbicides, and fertilizers are prohibited
in this organic garden.

The ashes of beloved FPC members and their
families are interred in the Memorial Garden,
a quiet place for reflection and meditation.
A showcase like none other in the city, the Flower Garden offers
perennial and annual beauties that delight both pollinators and
humans! Each spring, the plot is a blank canvas for master
gardener Ann Hensley, who designs a new layout annually.
Included in the garden is milkweed, which attracts monarch
butterflies on their migratory journey to Mexico.
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Children and Youth news
For children (3rd grade and younger):
"First Steps" children-in-worship is still on hiatus for the summer. Children are invited to
use the blue worship bags hanging in the narthex, which are filled with activities to do
while seated during services. —Kiersten Ruisard

For youth (4th through 12th grades):
The next "Small but Mighty" youth event will take place from 4 to 8 p.m. on Sunday, August 28, at Maryville College.
The event will include games, a Mountain Challenge adventure, and dinner. Registration cost will be $10/person. Contact Kiersten or Sherrie if your youth is interested in attending. —-Kiersten Ruisard

Our group participated in a trip to Dollywood
organized by the Presbytery of East Tennessee’s “small but mighty” youth group, which
aims to bring together small youth group
programs in the region.

The children and youth participate
in games during FPC’s Field Day.

ALPHA Day Away at FPC
Nineteen men from the Morgan County Residential Recovery
Court were at FPC on Saturday, July 16, for a program on the
Holy Spirit. During worship three men were baptized: Jake,
Will, and Jerimie. Reggie and Jo also reaffirmed their baptism.
Huge thanks to the congregation for the hospitality, generosity,
and love that they gave these gentlemen.
—Rosalyn McKeown-Ice, commissioned lay pastor

The men of MCRRC during the
ALPHA Day Away service and meal
at FPC on July 16
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General Assembly addresses current issues
Under the leadership of newly
elected co-moderators Ruth
Santana-Grace and Shavon StarlingLouis, the 225th General Assembly
made crucial decisions on how the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), with
1.2 million members, plans to deal
with a variety of current issues,
including climate change, immigration, sexual misconduct, and PC
(USA)’s financial challenges.
Our own Sharon Youngs was a
commissioner at the biennial
meeting, representing the Presbytery of East Tennessee; she served
on the Health, Safety, and Benefits
Committee, which met in person in
Louisville, Ky., and discussed issues
of current interest such as
reproductive justice.
Based on the reports by Leslie
Scanlon in the Presbyterian Outlook
magazine, here are some of the
actions that the GA took:
• Created a commission to unify
the Office of General Assembly and
the Presbyterian Mission Agency to
determine which financial structure
is most suitable to support a
denomination of mostly small
churches (more than 60% of its
8800 congregations have 100 or
fewer members);

• Assessed a General Assembly per
capita rate of $9.85 per member for
2023 and $9.80 per member for
2024 (the 2023 rate is an increase
of 87 cents, or 9.6%, over the
current rate of $8.98 per member);
• Instructed PC(USA) to divest
from five oil and gas companies—
that is, sell all PC(USA)’s stock in
Chevron, ExxonMobil, Marathon
Petroleum, Phillips 66, and Valero
Energy to slow global warming
caused by burning fossil fuels;
• Approved a carbon offset program that enables Presbyterians to
donate to a fund to offset the carbon impact of work-related and
personal travel (the fund will make
grants for tree planting and greenhouse gas sequestration projects);
• Declared PC(USA) to be a
“sanctuary and accompaniment
church” that supports immigrants,
refugees, asylum seekers, and their
children and that resists efforts by
the government to separate
families;
• Declared the government of
Israel’s actions toward Palestinians
“apartheid”;
• Approved these recommendations of the Health, Safety, and Benefits Committee (on which Sharon

served)—12 weeks of family leave
for PC(USA) employees, a stronger
response to sexual misconduct, and
an affirmation of reproductive justice.
It is important to note that a
number of items passed by the GA,
such as paid family leave, involve
changes to the PC(USA) Constitution. When such constitutional
changes are proposed, the items
must be ratified by a majority of
presbyteries over the next year
before becoming official.
The 225th General Assembly held
its committee meetings in person in
Louisville, but its plenary sessions
were attended by all conferees remotely. It was recommended that
the format be reversed in 2024
when the 226th General Assembly
convenes in Salt Lake City.
—Carolyn Krause

Ruth Santana-Grace (left) and Shavon Starling
(right) are the newly elected co-moderators

Representing the Presbytery of East Tennessee, Pastor Sharon
served as a commissioner to the 225th General Assembly in late
June/early July. Here she participates in a meeting of the Health,
Safety, and Benefits Committee. Photo by Gregg Brekke for Presbyterian Outlook.
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Presbyterian missionaries and Indigenous peoples

The history of the sustained encounters between Presbyterian missionaries and Indigenous peoples in the United States has both its dark side and positive aspect. That was the
message of Mark Banker, former history teacher at Webb School in Knoxville, who recently addressed FPC’s virtual “Let’s Talk about It” Sunday school class.
Mark’s parents were charter members of First Presbyterian Church, and the late Jo
Pierce, an FPC member, was his aunt. A member of Bethel Presbyterian Church in Kingston, Mark once served as moderator of the national Committee for the Presbyterian Historical Society and in May spoke at the Presbytery of East Tennessee quarterly meeting at
the Sequoyah Birthplace Museum in Vonore. Sequoyah created a writing system for the
Cherokee natives, who Mark claimed “were more adept at selective acculturation than any
other native tribes” because they “embraced aspects of white culture” that gained them an
advantage with white government officials.
Mark Banker wrote
Part of Mark’s talk was based on his Ph.D. dissertation at the University of New Mexico
the article “Of Missionaries,
on Presbyterian missionaries and their interaction with Native Americans in the SouthMulticulturalism, and Mainstream
west. He referred to the Department of Interior’s May 11 release of the first volume of
Malaise: Reflections on the
the investigative report called for as part of the Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative, a
Presbyterian Predicament,”
comprehensive effort to address the troubled legacy of federal Indian boarding school polipublished in a 2003 edition of
the Journal of Presbyterian
cies (1819-1969). Some of these boarding schools were run by Presbyterian missionaries.
History. Concerning short-term
Mark knew that in Albuquerque, N.M., where he had a teaching job, a Presbyterian
mission trips, he said that
boarding school for Indian children had been established in 1881 as a government contract
participants should not consider
school. “I never found out how many Indian children died from deprivation, physical, sexuthemselves “instant experts” on
the needs and cultures of people
al, and emotional abuse, or heartbreak,” he said. “Presbyterians cut off their hair, put them
they served.
in military-style uniforms, and gave them names like George Washington.” According to
the DOI report, “the twin goals of the boarding school policies were cultural assimilation
and territorial dispossession of Indigenous peoples through the forced removal and relocation of their children.”
The 222nd General Assembly (2016) of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) directed that
an apology be issued “especially to those who were and are part of ‘stolen generations’
during the Indian-assimilation movement, namely former students of Indian boarding
schools, their families and their communities.”
In his Ph.D. research, Mark said he “found that missionaries who stayed less than five
years were not affected by their interactions with Indians as they tried to convert them to
Christianity. But missionaries who stayed more than five years, including many single women, were changed far more than the people they came to change. They championed the
cultures of the Indians they interacted with and helped them resist the white intrusion.
Not all Presbyterian missionaries were cultural imperialists.”—Carolyn Krause

Painting of Sequoyah (17701843), the subject of a museum
in Vonore, Tenn. Aided by his
daughter, he created a system of
86 symbols that represented all
the syllables of the Cherokee
language.

FPC’s Welcome Table
Thursday, August 11, 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
(drive-thru only during COVID)
The Welcome Table, our monthly community meal ministry, will
be distributing taco soup and groceries on Thursday, August 11
(drive-thru only). If you would like to help, tasks include cooking, packing, or distributing meals. Please let Sharon know if
you’re interested [fpcpastor@live.com or (865) 771-7178].
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The new transport wheelchairs receive
Vivian Jung's approval.
Assembly provided by Rob Kendrick.

Peggy Terpstra stands under an arch
covered in plants in the community
garden .

As part of the “Educate a Child” initiative of PC(USA),
three members of the Christian Education and Social Concerns
committees of FPC’s Session assembled registration packets for
the parents of pupils at Willow Brook Elementary School.
The volunteers were (from front to back, as shown in the photo)
Carolyn Krause, Sherrie Fairchild-Keyes, and Bob Cantrell.
Oak Ridge Schools were back in session the last week of July.

Farewell to FPC from the Hilliards
We cannot adequately
express our gratitude
to you all for being our
church family and home
for the past 39 years.
We’ve been richly
blessed by folks who
were here when we
first came—some of
whom have passed on
and some who remain—and by those
who have joined the
family in more recent
years. You helped us
raise our children,
keeping the promises
you made at their baptisms. You’ve nurtured
and supported all four
of us as we were ordained to serve on Session. With our biological extended families
being far-flung, you

stepped in to be like
brothers, sisters, parents, aunts, uncles,
cousins, and grandparents.
Our move to Texas
is motivated by both
ends of life’s spectrum—the excitement
about a grandchild due
in early September to
Betsy and Scott and
the desire to be nearer
Mike’s 92-year-old
mother as her need for
our assistance increases. We’ve been told
that a large number of
pets in Texas are
named either “Willie”
or “Nelson”; when we
adopt a furry family
member, we’ll choose
“Dolly” or “Parton” to
keep some of Tennes-

see with us. And we’ll
carry you all in our
hearts, grateful for so
many happy memories.
We plan to keep in
touch and hope you
will as well. Our cell
phone numbers will be
the same. And we hope
you’ll come visit at our
new address: 1407
Wildvine Cove, Round
Rock, TX 78665. We’ll
have a guest room
ready. Lots of love to
you.—Mike and Peggy
Hilliard (and Ross Hilliard
and Betsy Hilliard Wylie)

Mike and Peggy Hilliard say farewell to
FPC before they move to Texas.
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Social Concerns Committee supports local Ukrainian refugees
The Social Concerns Committee of FPC’s Session has approved a donation to four Ukrainian women and four children who made a long, difficult journey from war-torn Ukraine to Oak Ridge.
The newcomers are Mariia (Masha) Rudiuk and her son Artem (Tema); Tetiana (Tania) Alfimova and daughters Miroslava (Mira) and Kseniia (Ksyusha); and Olha (Olya) Kvach and both her baby Nikol Ilchenko and mother Tamara.
They were sponsored by Grant Ceffalo, who works for North Wind, a local contractor. He previously worked with
one of the women, Tania, and her husband at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant, which experienced a major reactor
accident in 1986. Tania, an administrative manager for the Chernobyl Research & Development Institute, is still working for them remotely from Oak Ridge.
Masha is an economist for a gas-drilling company in Kiev, the capital of Ukraine. Olya is a teacher of rhythmic gymnastics, which is an Olympic sport in which gymnasts perform on a floor with a hoop, ball, clubs, ribbon, or rope. She
expressed a desire to teach it in Oak Ridge.
According to Pat Hope’s article in The Oak Ridger, “TNBank has established a fund in their name called the Ukrainian
Refugee Family Account. Anyone in the community can drop off any amount of donations at the bank either through
the drive-through or at a teller’s window. The women are making and selling T-shirts to help raise funds, as well,
which show a sunflower, the national flower of Ukraine, and the words, “I Stand with Ukraine.” They have all sizes for
children and adults and may be ordered through sunflowerukraine2022@gmail.com.
To learn more about the refugee families, visit The Oak Ridger website at
https://www.oakridger.com/story/news/2022/07/11/ukrainian-families-welcomed-home-oak-ridge/7722111001/ .
—Linda Driver and Jo Kendrick, co-chairs, Social Concerns Committee

FPC to staff Ecumenical Storehouse in September
First Presbyterian Church is scheduled to help staff the Ecumenical Storehouse from 9:30 a.m.
through 12:00 p.m. each Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday morning in September. Please consider
volunteering for this important ministry.
We need one desk worker every Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday to answer the phone, return
calls, and interview clients and donors; two houseware workers each Tuesday and Thursday to pack
and deliver dishes, cookware, linens, and small kitchen appliances to clients, and two floor workers
each Tuesday and Thursday to help move furniture and appliances and deliver these items to clients.
On Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00 a.m. until noon, clients pick up furniture and other household
items. On Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. until noon, items from donors are delivered to the Storehouse by
car or truck.
The Ecumenical Storehouse is a spacious warehouse located a stone’s throw away from FPC. It is
chock-full of good-quality used furniture, appliances, and housewares that have been collected from
local donors to be given to low-income individuals and families who have referrals from social service
or government agencies.
According to the Storehouse website (http://thestorehouseinc.org), “Many of the clients are from
among the vast number of Appalachian poor in the area; others have lost everything in a fire or storm;
still others find themselves in abusive situations and need emergency assistance to establish a new
home. All are in need, and they have nowhere else to turn for the service the Storehouse provides.”
The Storehouse, 134 E. Division Rd., has no paid workers and is entirely dependent on volunteers to
stay open. Local churches run the Storehouse in collaboration with each other, with the churches taking turns in assuming primary responsibility for staffing.
Please contact me (peggybertrandmail@gmail.com, 865-216-1592) to volunteer to work at the
Ecumenical Storehouse. Thank you!—Peggy Bertrand Terpstra, Board President, Ecumenical Storehouse, Inc.
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Last but not least...

Weekly gatherings
Sundays:
9:00 a.m.
Mondays:
Noon

Early Birds;
Rise ‘n’ Shine
Men’s Zoom lunch

Monthly gatherings
•
•
•
•

Piece for Peace Sisters, first Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., room
102, Activities building
Brewing Questions, first Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., via Zoom
Conversation on Loss, fourth Sundays, 1:00 p.m., parlor,
Sanctuary building
Uncensored, last Saturdays, 9:00 a.m., room 102 kitchen,
Activities building
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links and details.)

August birthdays
8/3
8/6
8/6
8/6
8/6
8/8
8/16
8/19
8/24
8/25
8/29
8/31

Happy birthday!
8/2
8/2
8/7
8/15
8/20
8/23
8/26
8/30

The Boy Scouts put together the new chairs
that were delivered for room 6.

Randy Pietrzak
Cheryl Barr
Larry Dipboye
Cathy Goodman
Ronnie Griffin
William “Bill” Beal
Patty Barlow
Try O’Donnel
Candice Strickler
Boyd Coker
Dale Hadden
Donna Hoppestad

August anniversaries
Cheryl Barr &
Hannah Tippett
Matthew & Debra Stone
Dennis & Candice Strickler
Herb & Carolyn Krause
Paul Akers & Barbara Reeves
Mike & Peggy Hilliard
Bob & Sandra Edwards
Thomas & Lila Metcalf
Congratulations!

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 6106
Oak Ridge, TN 37831
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