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New school year, new beginnings
to bring their backpacks,
briefcases, etc., for blessing
as a new year of learning
begins. Each will also be
given a tag with a reminder
that God’s presence and
our prayers are with you
each day.

Sunday school

Welcome Table
Thursday, August 8
5:00 p.m.

The KidzZone/Youth class
(combined Sunday school
class for ages 4 years
through grade 12) resumes
meeting on Sundays on Aug.
4, at 9:00 a.m. They gather
on the second floor of the
education building.

Blessing of backpacks
School started in Oak
Ridge on Monday, July 29, so

it’s time for our annual
blessing of backpacks! On
Sunday, Aug. 4, students (of
all ages), teachers, and
administrators are invited

Other Christian education
classes will be beginning
new studies. See page 3
for more information.

“Farewell” and “welcome back” in August
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This month we will wish
Pastor Susan Reisinger
farewell as we also prepare
to welcome Pastor Sharon
back from her sabbatical.
On Aug. 18, Susan’s last day
in the pulpit this summer,
FPC members and guests
are invited to share their
best wishes with her at a
cookie and punch party after
the worship service.

On Aug. 25, Sharon will be
back for her first day in the
pulpit after her sabbatical.
All members and guests can
join in on a potluck lunch
after the service. The main
dish will be ham. Everyone
is asked to bring a side dish
or dessert.
We hope Sharon will
share some of her
experiences during her

Save the date!
On Sunday, Sept. 22, the First Presbyterian
Adult Choir will host a guaranteed-to-be-fun
fundraiser at the church, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
Please come and enjoy refreshments and live
entertainment. Proceeds will be used to defray
expenses for the Oct. 22 performance of
“High Lonesome: a Bluegrass Mass”.
See page 8 for more news from the choir!

sabbatical, either during the
service or during the lunch.
There are other plans for
Sharon’s return. Small
surprises will be shared in
e-mail messages before her
return. If you have questions, please contact Candice Strickler or Mimi Tilley,
co-chairs of the Congregational Care and Welcome
committee.

Help
pack the
pantry!
The food pantry is in need
of cereal, pasta, canned
fruit, peanut butter, and
soups. Other items are
welcome, too. Please leave
your donations in the
wagon in the narthex.
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Christian education
Sunday school class schedule
Snacks and beverages provided
Nursery (through age 3), first floor, Education building
Rise 'n' Shine—(adults, Room 6, Sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible
study. The class is doing a book discussion in early August (see next page) after
which they will return to studying Exodus. Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah
Tippett

Midweek Bible
study
The midweek Bible
study will resume
after Labor Day.

Early Birds—(adults, Parlor, sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible
study. The class is currently studying the Apocrypha. Teachers: Anne Backus and
Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
KidzZone/Youth class—(combined class for ages 4 years through grade 12, second
floor Education building)

FPC youth group
resumes Sunday gatherings!
The FPC youth (grades 4-12) meet regularly on Sunday
evenings for dinner and an activity, 5:30-7:00 p.m., in the
fellowship hall. Below is what’s ahead for August:

Sunday, Aug. 4—We’ll be making a
“welcome back” banner for Pastor Sharon.
Sunday, Aug. 11—It’s game night! Parents are
invited, too. While the youth play games,
parents will meet to plan future events.
Sunday, Aug. 18—Scavenger hunt time!

FPC back to school bash

Midsummer movie night
Join us in the fellowship hall at 7:00 p.m., Saturday, Aug. 31, for our
second Midsummer Movie Night. We’ll be showing Chasing Coral, the
2017 sequel to our first movie, Chasing Ice. Popcorn and ice cream will
be provided.
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Christian education
Bible classes are discussing Canoeing the Mountains
In August, the Rise ‘n’
Shine and Early Birds Bible
study classes will discuss
the book Canoeing the
Mountains: Christian
Leadership in Uncharted
Territory by Tod E. Bolsinger
(available on Amazon). Both
classes meet regularly on
Sundays for coffee or tea,
and study at 9:00 a.m.
Sue Byrne will lead the
Rise ‘n’ Shine group in a
conversation on the book
during their regular class
time in Room 6 of the
Sanctuary building, on
Sundays, Aug. 4 and 11.

In addition to their regular
Sunday class in the parlor,
Rosalyn McKeown-Ice will
lead the Early Birds in a
discussion of the book each
Wednesday evening in
August, at 6:00 p.m., in the
Parlor of the Sanctuary
building. Whether on
Sunday mornings or
Wednesday evenings,
everyone is welcome to join
the discussion, even if you
don’t have time to read the
book.
Pastor Sharon is reading
Canoeing the Mountains
while on sabbatical and has

asked the congregation to
join her in preparation for a
discussion of the book after
she returns. The book
focuses on adaptive leadership, relying on the analogy
of the Lewis and Clark
Expedition (1804–1806),
which was seeking an allwater passage from
Missouri to the Pacific
Ocean. When the explorers
encountered the Rocky
Mountains, they had to cast
aside their canoes and walk
or ride horses to reach
their goal.

Opioid crisis forum set for September at FPC
FPC will host a public forum on the opioid crisis on three Sundays—Sept. 8, 15, and 22 at 1:30 p.m. in the
fellowship hall of the Sanctuary building.
The public forum will draw together presenters from several sectors of the community—legal, medical,
and nonprofit—to explain and discuss the obvious and hidden impacts to our community from opioid use
and addiction. Detailed information on the forum will appear in The Banner in September.

“Let’s talk about it!”
On Sunday, Aug. 11, at 9:00 a.m. in Room 102 of the Activities building, we’re going to try an experiment in Adult
Sunday School. Instead of a book discussion or Bible Study, we will base our Christian Ed class on YouTube or TED
Talk videos. No homework, no reading assignments, and no books to buy. Just come as you are, and come when you
can. We’ll watch a video and then we’ll talk about it. If there’s time, we’ll watch another one.
Our first discussions will be centered around a series of YouTube videos produced by PBS called Global Weirding
with Katharine Hayhoe. For a sample of the series, go to http://globalweirdingseries.com. View the episodes from the
bottom up (they’re in reverse order).
We’ll start with a TED Talk by Dr. Hayhoe, an atmospheric scientist and professor of political science at Texas Tech
University, where she is director of the Climate Science Center. You can find her TED Talk here: ted.com/talks/
katharine_hayhoe_the_most_important_thing_you_can_do_to_fight_climate_change_talk_about_it
Join us Sunday, Aug. 11. Let’s talk about it!
—Dan Terpstra, class leader
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FPC in action in the community
ADFAC’s school supplies project
Volunteers from FPC counted and recounted school supplies and boxed them up on July
29 for Aid to Distressed Families of Appalachian Counties (ADFAC). Then they loaded
the boxes and bags of 53 backpacks onto a pickup truck. The supplies and packs were
transported to students at Norwood
Middle School in Oliver Springs. The
students chose to pack their own
backpacks.
Jason and Cathy Goodman drove their
loaded truck to the school on their way
back home to Morgan County.

FPC volunteers, from left, Fred Haywood, Cathy
Goodman, Jean Bangham, Jason Goodman,
Carolyn Krause, Herbert Krause, Peggy Hilliard,
Walt Porter, Shirley Sauls, David Mullins, and
Mary Mullins

Educate a Child:
Tutor training after Labor Day
During the spring semester of 2019, 11 members of FPC
tutored students at Willow Brook Elementary School as
part of the PC(USA) Educate a Child initiative. The effort
was successful and pleasantly satisfying for both tutors
and students.
FPC member Gene Ice, who tutored a fourth-grade
student in math, reported, “Education is important. For
me this is a core belief. Tutoring a student at Willow
Brook allowed me to share this message with a young
student in the hope of making a positive difference in his
life and in our community. He didn’t so much need
technical help as a friendly face and encouragement.”
Educate a Child volunteers provide one hour of tutoring
one day a week during the school year. Tutors can
choose to work in reading or in math. Willow Brook
School matches volunteers with classroom teachers
according to both needs and interests.
Sherrie Fairchild-Keyes, principal of Willow Brook
Elementary School and FPC member, requests that
potential volunteers attend a 90-minute orientation
session, which will be held in early September.
If you are interested in volunteering at Willow Brook
during the coming school year, please contact Sue Byrne
at suebyrne33@gmail.com or 865-318-8856.

David Mullins and Jeff Gross of Second Harvest Food Bank

RSCC Brain Food
David Mullins and Sue Byrne attended safety and
ordering training at Roane State Community College in
preparation for launching phase 2 of Brain Food, a
program to alleviate food insecurity among students.
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Alpha Course at MCRRC
Once again FPC will offer
the Alpha Course on the
basics of Christianity at
Morgan County Residential
Recovery Court from Sept.
8 through Nov. 24. MCRRC
residents are nonviolent
felons with drug or alcohol
addiction who are undergoing a court-ordered, yearlong, recovery program.
The Alpha Course fits
together with the 12-step
program, which all residents
of MCRRC undertake. In
12-step programs, each
participant must identify his

higher power. Residents
who practiced Christianity
as a child or wish to explore
it attend the Alpha course.
This 10-week course
explains the Triune God—
God the creator, Jesus
Christ the redeemer, and
the Holy Spirit the
sustainer—as well as
Christian practices of prayer
and Bible study.
On a typical evening,
volunteers chat informally
with MCRRC participants
as they arrive and depart,
help set up video or music

equipment, pray with a
small group, watch a video,
and join a small group of six
to eight participants to
discuss the major themes
of the video. The ministry
team leaves the FPC parking
lot at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday
evening and returns at
about 8:20 p.m.
FPC members, who would
like to join the ministry
team are welcome. Please
contact Rosalyn McKeownIce rosalynmckeown@hotm
ail.com or 503-689-6175.

Save the date—
MCRRC Alpha
Day Away Oct. 19
FPC will host the
Alpha Day Away on
Saturday, Oct. 19.
Our church family is
invited to have lunch
with our guests from
MCRRC and join them
for a short worship
service at 2:20.

MCRRC and FPC team up to clean the Clinch
Eleven men from the Morgan County Residential Recovery Court (MCCRRC) teamed up with five
FPC friends to pick up trash and debris at the Clinch River Clean Up Day near Norris Dam on
Saturday, July 13. The MCRRC-FPC team was part of a community-wide effort sponsored by the Clinch
River Branch of Trout Unlimited.
FPC friends included Rich Long, Cathy and Jason Goodman, Bob Cantrell, and Rosalyn Ice. Trout
Unlimited members expressed gratitude for the team’s participation in this act of caring for the earth
and the waterways that nourish life for all.

Page 6

T he Ba nne r
Living Waters for the World offering to be received Aug. 11
Our special offering in
August is focused on Living
Waters for the World
(LWW), a mission of the
Synod of Living Waters of
the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.), of which FPC is a
part. LWW empowers
people to change and save
lives by providing them with
clean water for drinking and
washing.
LWW trains, equips, and
supports volunteers in

forming global clean water
mission partnerships. These
partnerships empower
international communities
to install and sustain water
purification systems and
health education programs.
FPC members have been
involved in LWW programs
in Belize, a country in
Central America.
Our own Dan Terpstra is
a lead instructor for Clean
Water U, the training

school for LWW. The
special offering for LWW
will be received on Aug. 11.
Please make checks payable
to FPC and write LWW on
the memo line, or give
online using this QR code:

Our Financial Snapshot: Second quarter 2019
Through June 30, 2019:
Pledges
Other Contributions
Other Income

Actual
125,647
22,957
8,149

Budgeted
131,142
27,100
7,775

Total Income

156,753

166,017

Expenses

167,202

178,007

Surplus/(Deficit)

(10,449)

(11,990)

Through the first half of
2019, FPC ran a deficit of
$10,449. Pledges were
slightly below expectations
but caught up significantly
during the second quarter.
What is unusual this year is
that more contributors have
been meeting their pledge
commitments in lump-sum
payments, producing large
fluctuations in income from
month to month. Thanks to
sufficient cash reserves, we
have no cash flow problems.
Expenses were also lower
than anticipated. Our total
deficit was slightly better
than our projected deficit.
Our salary expenses were

lower than budgeted
because the director of
children and youth
ministries position was
vacant during the first
quarter. Our utility and
maintenance expenses have
also been low—25% lower
than those at the same point
last year.
While we don’t budget on
a monthly basis, the
“Budgeted” column at left
reflects what we might
expect if our annual income
and expenses were
consistent month after
month.—David Mullins,
church treasurer

Looking ahead—October stewardship emphasis on “Welcome Table”
During October, our Fall stewardship emphasis will be on the theme of Welcome Table: making
room for and inviting others to share in the glory of God’s kingdom. We will explore the many ways
that the ministries supported by First Presbyterian Church extend our own table and that the pledges
of our time, talents, and financial resources enable FPC to help others in our community expand their
own “welcome tables.”
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Bits ‘n’ pieces
FPC Women’s lunch
The FPC women will gather at The Soup Kitchen for lunch on Monday, Aug.
12, at 12:30 p.m. The Soup Kitchen is one of several local restaurants that
donates a portion of their profits to ADFAC the second Monday each month.

FPC Men’s lunch:
The FPC men meet for lunch each Monday at 11:30 a.m. at The Soup Kitchen.

Bishop’s Chicken (a perennial favorite at FPC; this recipe feeds 10 people)
4 lbs. chicken breasts cut in half
5 oz. dry bread crumbs (Italian flavor)
3.5 oz. Parmesan cheese, dry grated
3 Tbsp. fresh parsley chopped fine
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. pepper

Coating:
4 garlic gloves chopped
1 cup butter melted
1 cup canola oil
2 cup lemon juice

Combine butter with canola oil and crushed garlic cloves in a sauce pan. Simmer on
low heat until butter is melted and garlic flavor permeates the mixture (about 20
minutes). Before using this mix, strain the garlic out (that’s important).
Mix bread crumbs, parmesan cheese, fresh parsley, salt, and pepper in a pan (cake pan is okay).

Dip chicken breast on both sides in the garlic butter–oil mixture. Put the oiled chicken
in the pan of crumbs-cheese-herbs mixture and coat evenly. Lay chicken in sprayed
baking pan. Pour lemon juice evenly over each piece of chicken. Bake uncovered at
350 degrees for 45 minutes.
Bishop’s chicken is named after Marsha Bishop, who attended Grace Lutheran Church
in Oak Ridge. She served on the Ecumenical Storehouse board for many years.

Thank you to the members of FPC’s
Prayer Shawl Ministry. We had a
pleasant surprise visit from Carolyn
Krause on Sunday, July 14. She presented a beautiful quilted lap cover from the Prayer
Shawl Ministry in preparation for my hip surgery this
week. What a thoughtful, caring ministry to people
experiencing health issues. It is good to be among
friends who find ways to be the hands of God in
caring for faith siblings.
I have been blessed,
Larry Dipboye (guest and pastor of the recently closed Grace Covenant Church)

8/3
8/6
8/9
8/9
9/14
8/17
8/17
8/18
8/24
8/25
8/29
8/31

August birthdays
Randy Pietrzak
Ronnie Griffin
Cheryl Bast
Teresa Brittain
Grimes Slaughter
Kate Fulcher
Patty Perkins
Valerie Allen
Candice Strickler
Boyd Coker
Dale Hadden
Donna Hoppestad

...and anniversaries
8/2
Deb & Matt Stone
8/7
Candice & Dennis
Strickler
8/11 Cheryl & Mike Bast
8/15 Carolyn & Herb
Krause
8/20 Paul Akers &
Barbara Reeve
8/20 Frances & John
Drake
8/23 Mike & Peggy
Hilliard
8/26 Bob & Sandra
Edwards
8/28 Ray & Teresa
Brittain
8/30 Lila & Thomas
Metcalf
Congratulations!
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August Worship Volunteers
Sunday, August 4
Liturgist: Anne Backus
Acolyte: TBA
Time with Children: Mike Hilliard
First Steps: TBA
Sound Guild: Carolyn Krause
Ushers: Team IV, led by Dennis Strickler
Counters: Gene Ice, Gail King
Flowers: Candice & Dennis Strickler
Nametags: Fred & Sally Haywood
Fellowship: Fred & Sally Haywood
Opening/Closing: Fred Allison, Dan Terpstra

Sunday, August 18
Liturgist: Tiffany Murray
Acolyte: TBA
Time with Children: Chuck Hadden
First Steps: TBA
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Team II, led by George Darko
Counters: Jeri Duke, Lou Dunlap
Flowers: Shirley Frykman
Nametags: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Fellowship: reception following worship
Opening/Closing: Fred Allison, Dan Terpstra

Sunday, August 11
Liturgist: Mimi Tilley
Acolyte: TBA
Time with Children: Colin Colverson
First Steps: TBA
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team I, led by Irene Darko
Counters: Matt Lindsey, Shirley Sauls
Flowers: Jere & Jeri Duke
Nametags: Ryan & Wes Tilley, and family
Fellowship: Peggy Claiborne, Shirley Sauls
Opening/Closing: Fred Allison, Dan Terpstra

Sunday, August 25
Liturgist: Herb Krause
Acolyte:TBA
Time with Children: Chris Iversen
First Steps: TBA
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Grey
Counters: Lewis Phillips, Dan Terpstra
Flowers: TBA
Nametags: Lou Dunlap, Shirley Sauls
Fellowship: potluck dinner following worship
Opening/Closing: Fred Allison, Dan Terpstra

Choir schedule & news

Anna Thomas, music director

Weekly rehearsals of FPC’s adult choir resume this month, beginning on Aug. 7. The choir
meets at 7:00 p.m. every Wednesday in the choir room of the Sanctuary building, and child
care is provided. All voices and skill levels are welcome!
In October, the FPC choir, the University of Tennessee Concert Choir, and the choir
from Second Presbyterian Church in Knoxville will join forces to present a concert on
Tuesday, Oct. 22, at 7:30 p.m., at Second Presbyterian, 2829 Kingston Pike.
In addition to exciting settings of American hymnody, the concert features Come Away, A
High Lonesome Bluegrass Mass by Tim Sharp and Wes Ramsey. The concert, which is free,
will offer an evening of outstanding singing!

Sunday concert, Aug. 4
Here at FPC, we have enjoyed the music of pianist and
composer John Purifoy and soloist Steve Boyce for several
years. On Sunday, Aug. 4, Anna Thomas, director of music
at FPC and flutist, will join John and Steve to present a
concert at 3:00 p.m. CST at Pleasant Hill Community
Church, 67 Church Street, Pleasant Hill, TN 38578. The
free concert includes sacred works by Purifoy and others,
as well as songs by Michel Legrand and others from days
gone by.

August 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

28

29

30

31

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
5:30 FPC youth
back to school bash

11:30 Men’s lunch
12:30 ADFAC
school supply
service project

11 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11:30 Al Anon

4
9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
12 pm Church Life
& Witness meeting

Wed

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

5

6

7

11:30 Men’s lunch
12:30 Women’s
lunch

11 am Staff meeting
12:15 Centering
Prayer
1 pm Welcome Team

11:30 Al Anon

Thu
1

August

8

Fri

Sat

2

3

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

9

10

5 pm Welcome
Table
7:30 Chinese
Bible study

7 pm Choir

5:30 Youth group

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

11

12

13

14

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

11:30 Men’s lunch

10 am Book forum
11 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11:30 Al Anon

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

15

16

17

7 pm Choir

6 pm TCWP mtg

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

22

23

24

5:30 Youth group

6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 Property &
Maintenance mtg
6:30 Guitar workshop

18

19

20

21

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

11:30 Men’s lunch

12:15 Centering
Prayer

11 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon
1 pm ORICL
book club

6:30 Session mtg
6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

25

26

27

28

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

9:30 Coffee Chat

12:15 Centering
Prayer

11 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

11:30 Men’s lunch

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

7 pm Choir

5:30 Youth group

29

30

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon
31

9:00 a.m.
Uncensored
5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

7 pm Choir

Please note this calendar is subject to change. Check fpcor.org for real-time calendar.

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

7 pm
Midsummer
movie night
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

