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Sunday worship opens—with limitations
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Outdoor worship
scheduled for July 26
Mark your calendars for
Sunday, July 26, when we
will gather for morning
worship on the soccer
field. A number of people
who responded to the
survey on reopening for
worship indicated an
interest in an outdoor
venue, so we’re moving
outside that morning
(weather permitting).
We will have protocols
in place for physical
distancing. Stay tuned for
more details.

For the first time since
mid-March, Sunday morning
worship services will be
open to a limited number
of people this month.
Beginning Sunday, July 5, up
to a maximum of 15 people
may attend in the sanctuary
(in addition to no more than
8 leaders of worship –
preacher, musicians, and
ushers). Online worship via
Facebook Live will continue.
If you are interested in
attending in person, here’s
what you will need to do:
• Register in advance no
later than 5:00 p.m. on the
Friday before the Sunday
you plan to attend.
Contact Adrienne
(fpcadmin@comcast.net
or 483-1318).
• Wear a mask at all times
(brought from home or
provided onsite).
• Enter and exit through
one door (main entrance

•

•

•

•

to the Sanctuary
building).
Have your temperature
checked upon arrival and
use hand sanitizer
(provided). If your
temperature is 100.4 or
higher, you will be asked
to return home
immediately.
Follow ushers’ directions
re: sitting in assigned
pews that have been
marked for physical
distancing (families can
sit together; children will
be with their parents at
all times).
Print and bring with you
a worship bulletin
(download at
www.fpcor.org);
additional bulletins will
be available onsite.
Refrain from congregational singing and physical
embracing (handshakes,
hugs, etc.).

Welcome Table adjusts distribution time

Beginning this month and
continuing as long as a
drive-thru distribution is
necessary, the Welcome
Table will operate from 5:30
to 6:00 p.m., rather than

5:00 to 6:00 p.m. The meal
will continue to be available
on the second Thursday of
the month. The adjustment
in time follows the lead of
other community meal
ministries in town, which
are finding that a drive-thru
distribution requires less
time than a sit-down dinner.
(continued on page 3)

•

•

Leave your offering in a
designated basket (rather
than passing an offering
plate).
Depart immediately after
worship (visiting with
others will need to take
place in the parking lot).

All places (entryway,
restrooms, sanctuary, etc.)
where folks have gathered
will be cleaned per CDC
guidelines immediately after
worship.
Please note: If you are not
feeling well on a Sunday
morning when you have
registered to come, stay
home. If you are at a higherthan-normal risk for
contracting COVID-19 (age,
underlying health condition,
and so forth), please think
twice about attending
worship in person. Finally,
because the number of
people who can attend in
person on Sunday mornings
is limited, please consider
coming one Sunday and then
waiting a week or two
before signing up again, so
that more folks will have the
opportunity to attend.
If you have any questions,
please contact a member
of our Task Force on
Reopening, a Session
member, or Sharon. See
page 2 for names and
contact information.
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T he Ba nne r
From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

I’m writing this shortly
after returning from
Louisville, Ky., where I had
the honor of helping to
produce the first-ever
virtual General Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.). It’s actually a first
for any major denomination
in the country. As I understand it, lots of other

Questions or comments? Reach out
to the members of the Session or the
Task Force on Reopening or Sharon:
Anne Backus:
556-3099; backusanne@comcast.net
Priscilla Campbell (Task Force):
696-1914; pbc122@comcast.net
David Compton (Task Force):
david.r.compton@gmail.com
Linda Driver:
765-1573; ld7408@gmail.com
Joe Everitt:
898-4518; joseph.everitt@gmail.com
Sherrie Fairchild-Keyes (Task Force):
208-9888; sfk1027@gmail.com
Peggy Hilliard (Session and Task Force):
300-4236; engprofmwh@gmail.com
Jo Kendrick (Session and Task Force):
661-1044; jokendrick10@gmail.com
Steve Layendecker (Session and Task Force):
414-4426; sjlayendecker@icloud.com
Matt Lindsey:
404-245-1123; trowabartonha@gmail.com
Eric Myers:
692-9661; eric.myers@comcast.net
Matt Stone:
202-6898; stonemb@ornl.gov
Candice Strickler:
256-3986; stricklercs@comcast.net
Melinda Tilley:
604-1312; sugart50@comcast.net
Martina Ward:
300-3445; sharpward.mart@gmail.com
Sharon Youngs:
771-7178; fpcpastor@live.com

ecclesial eyes and ears were
focused on how we pulled it
off. Thank you for allowing
me the time away to help
make history!
At this point, virtual
worship on Sunday
mornings on a local level is
almost (not sure it will ever
be completely) commonplace for us and countless
other congregations. We
continue in July with our
Facebook Live format that
we began in mid-March,
with the addition of up to
15 worshipers in the
sanctuary each week (see
page 1 for important
details). That may change,
depending on the number
and trajectory of local
COVID-19 cases.
Moving into this next
phase reminds me of being
at a community swimming
pool. In the water are
worship leaders, plus task
force and Session members,
who are inviting you to join
them. Those same folks are
keeping an eye on the
weather forecast, as well as
monitoring the chemicals in
the water to make sure the
levels are within an

acceptable range. Judging
from the survey results last
month, some of you will
choose to dive right into
the deep end, while some of
you will opt to begin in the
shallow end, taking it one
step at a time. Some of you
will choose to sit on the
edge of the pool and dangle
your feet in the water, while
some of you will find a
lounge chair nearby and
avoid the water altogether.
Wherever you find yourself in that mix, please rest
assured that no one is going
to pressure you to jump, or
push you, into the water.
The coronavirus and its
many ripple effects are
going to be with us for the
foreseeable future. It’s
important to stay well and
to keep connected with one
another. As to the latter,
we’ve got a number of
weekly options for you. If
you have additional ideas,
I’d be thrilled to hear about
them and help make them
happen!
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

Sharon at work in Louisville, Ky., for the 224th General Assembly of the
PC(USA).

Ju l y 2 0 2 0
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Welcome Table (from page 1)
On the menu for July 9 is
homemade taco soup and
Fritos, along with fresh fruit
and homemade cookies or
brownies. Each carload will
also receive two bags of
canned goods from the FPC
food pantry. Three teams of
volunteers (cooks, packers,
and distributers) will make
the meal happen, with little
to no interaction between

the teams to keep
volunteers to 10 or fewer in
number at any given time.
Because church folks
responded so generously to
the call for canned goods
and homemade desserts last
month, there are enough
items still on hand for this
month’s meal. Thank you! A
word of thanks, as well, to
the Welcome Table

leadership team (Gretchen
Drane, Anna Robinson,
Susan Sharp, and Peggy
Terpstra) and volunteers
who are keeping this vital
ministry active during the
pandemic. If you would like
to be on the rotation of
volunteers, please contact
Sharon (771-7178 or
fpcpastor@live.com).

Above, green beans hang from the Terpstra’s trellis in the community garden.
At right, Lewis Phillips displays the skin from a 54-inch rattlesnake he killed on
his Fentress County property.
Below, the FPC community garden is bursting with bumper crops this summer.

Welcome Table
Thursday, July 9
5:30 p.m.
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T he Ba nne r
20 Questions with the youth!
Looking for volunteers to be our special guest and play 20 questions with the youth group
via Zoom on Sunday evenings. Our guest can also bring questions for the youth. This is a
great way for all to get to know each other, especially during these times. If you are
interested, please contact Ryan (603-7298 or rtilley10@yahoo.com).

Information for accessing Sunday worship online
FPC’s online worship services begin each Sunday with an extended musical prelude at 10:20
a.m. The Facebook Live link, which does not change from week to week, is https://
www.facebook.com/First-Presbyterian-Church-Oak-Ridge-TN-309180789463/. You do not
need a Facebook account to access the service.
The bulletin for each worship service is available to download from the church’s website
(www.fpcor.org). If you prefer receiving a hard copy from the church office in time to use on
a Sunday morning, please let Adrienne know (fpcadmin@comcast.net or 483-1318).

Above, June Leona Strickler was born on
June 24, in Nashville, to Tommy and
Ellen Strickler. Candice and Dennis
Strickler are the proud grandparents.
Upper right, proud father Steve
Layendecker stands next to his son
Lucas on his wedding day. Lucas and
Kasie were married in Paducah, Ky.,
on June 20.

7/3
7/3
7/6
7/10
7/10
7/11
7/12
7/14
7/15
7/16
7/16
7/18
7/23
7/24
7/24
7/31
7/31

July birthdays
Sally Moyer
Julia Smith
Pete Johnson
Shirley Knight
Victoria Wulff
Matthew Stone
Linda Fall
Lou Dunlap
Everett Colverson
Debbie Bostick
Steve Layendecker
Mary Childress
Robert Clausing
Alex Cantrell
Tonia Hensley
Richard Alexander
Sharon Becker

and Anniversaries
7/3
Steve Layendecker
and Kathy CarneyLayendecker
7/12 George & Irene
Darko
Congratulations!
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The 202-year-old Presbyterian church 21 miles from here
Many of us remember
Craig Hendrix, who served
as interim pastor of First
Presbyterian Church from
2011 until October 1, 2012,
when Sharon became our
installed pastor. In the
previous two years, Craig
was the interim pastor of
Bethel Presbyterian Church
in Kingston. Wendy Neff
currently serves as pastor
of BPC, which is 202 years
old and located 21 miles
southwest of FPC.
Craig’s name is mentioned
in Mark Banker’s “Bethel
Presbyterian Church’s
Moving Story” article in the
spring-summer 2020 issue
of the Journal of Presbyterian
History. Banker, a longtime
history instructor and
church member, presents
an intriguing history of the
church, which was founded
on June 6, 1818, by a group
of mostly women led by
Presbyterian minister Isaac
Anderson, just 22 years after Tennessee became the
16th state.
“Early on, worship
occurred in a log schoolhouse and in the homes of
parishioners,” Banker
wrote. “By 1830 a brick
sanctuary was constructed,
but 20 years later a local
newspaperman described it
as dangerous and dilapidated…A master carpenter,
who arrived as part of an
influx of talented German
immigrants, constructed a
new frame sanctuary on

Cemetery Hill in 1858.”
Three decades later, the
building was disassembled
timber by timber and
re-erected at another site
where it remained for more
than a century.
In 2008, a new foundation
that incorporated basement
rooms was built next to the
1960s-era education building
for this 65-ton structure.
Over a few days, the
sanctuary was lifted from
the old, failing foundation,
moved slowly 75 feet west,
and, after being rotated,
placed on the new
foundation. The current
location gives parishioners a
pleasant view of Watts Bar
Lake.
In the 1820s, both free
blacks and enslaved persons
joined Bethel. Its first pastor,
William Eagleton, became
superintendent of the
Rittenhouse Academy, a
public school founded on
land donated by an Irishborn merchant married to
the daughter of a prominent
Cherokee leader. He
stipulated that the school
should accommodate mixedblood children. Thomas
Brown, the church’s second
and longest-tenured minister
(1826-1867), “oversaw
Bethel’s relatively positive
encounters with African
Americans, Cherokees, and
German émigrés,” Banker
wrote.
During the Civil War,
“worship became irregular

as both Union and
Confederate armies
occupied the new sanctuary
and took advantage of its
strategic hilltop location.”
Although battles were few,
Kingston area residents
suffered financially as
hungry armies stole food
and ravaged the land.
Prosperity finally came to
Kingston and Bethel after
the Depression with the
influx of federal money
(Tennessee Valley
Authority, Manhattan
Project, Oak Ridge
National Laboratory).
During the pastoral tenure
of Richard Hettrick (197298), the church’s education
building became a
community center for child
and family services
organizations. Hettrick also
promoted Appalachian and
global missions for the
church.
During Marc S. Sherrod’s
tenure (2001-2009), the
new foundation was built,
the moved sanctuary was
renovated, and an elevator
was installed. Over 14
months, the Bethel
parishioners worshiped
with the congregants at
Kingston United Methodist
Church. Then Sherrod
became ill with cancer, and
from 2009 to 2011, Craig
Hendrix became the
interim minister of the
welcoming, inclusive
Presbyterian church.
—Carolyn Krause
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

