The Banner
First Presbyterian Church
Oak Ridge, Tennessee

July 2019

July worship services in the fellowship hall
will again worship in the
fellowship hall. Though
we don’t have a specific
theme, it’s becoming a bit
of a tradition at FPC.
Worship begins as usual
at 10:30 a.m. With
Sharon on sabbatical, we
will hear from three
different preachers:
July 14—Rosalyn
McKeown-Ice, our
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In the past two years,
FPC’s worship services in
July have been held in the
fellowship hall. Pastor
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different themes each of
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July”; music in worship
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The Christian Education
and Worship committees
have been taking intentional
steps to shift our approach
towards children in worship.
Our focus is on ensuring a
worship experience that is
welcoming, engaging, and
meaningful for older children
(third grade and up) who
will remain in the sanctuary
for the entire service every
week. This shift will also
allow First Steps to focus
on lessons that are age
appropriate for younger
learners.
Our strategies to
accomplish this intergenerational worship experience
include but are not limited
to:
• Changing the age range of
First Steps, which is offered
during the worship service
to pre-kindergarten through

second grade (starting Aug.
4) in the fellowship hall after
“Time with the Children.”
• Introducing worship kits
and children’s bulletins for
children and youth to use
during the worship hour.
These will be rolled out
later this summer.
• Finding meaningful ways
to engage older youth in
participating in the worship
service.
We invite the congregation to join us in continuing
to create an environment
that encourages youth to
stay in the worship service.
We want to assure parents
that your children (and the
joyful noise they may bring)
are very welcome in
worship.
An open letter to parents
posted online in 2013 by
Jamie Bruesehoff perfectly

commissioned lay pastor
(Rosalyn and Susan will
serve Communion)
July 21—Susan
Reisinger, our temporary
supply pastor
July 28—Judd Shaw,
general presbyter,
Presbytery of East
Tennessee.

captures our committees’
philosophy concerning
children in church:
“When you are here, the
church is filled with a joyful
noise. When you are here,
the Body of Christ is more
fully present. When you are
here, we are reminded that
this worship thing we do
isn’t about Bible study or
personal, quiet contemplation but coming together to
worship as a community
where all are welcome,
where we share in the
Word and Sacrament together.
“It matters that they learn
that worship is what we do
as a community of faith, that
everyone is welcome, that
their worship matters.
When we teach children
(continued on page 4)
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From your pastor: Change and growth

Susan Reisinger, sabbatical
supply pastor

Many of us have issues
with change. We think we
want everything to remain
the same. But remaining the
same is an illusion. Each day
makes subtle differences in
us, as does every person
with whom we interact. Nothing truly remains
the same. Seasons change,
we grow up or grow old,
and life alters as we do. If
we dig our heels in and
refuse any kind of variation,
we will find ourselves
stultified.
When I looked up synonyms for “stultify,” the

options were deaden,
dampen, blunt, reduce, and
blur. When we seek to stay
the same, we find that,
gradually, we become less
alive, blurred with inactivity
and sameness. Change is a
way of life—and the most
profound change agent of all
is the one we call Lord. It is
Jesus who promised us
abundant life. That cannot
be ours if we refuse to
change!
Of course, not all change
is positive. Some events
happen in life that are hard
and challenging and

unwanted. But we have an
amazing promise from God
for times just like that. In
Romans 8, God promises
to be at work in every
circumstance of our lives—
good, bad, or ugly. God
works to bring something
good out of even the hard
changes in our lives. They
are still hard, but we can
exercise our faith by looking
for the good that God is
working—in every change
in our lives.

From left, Meg Tonne, Susan Reisinger
and Carolyn Diboye visit during the ice
cream social on Sunday, June 30.

Help with ADFAC’s school supplies project
On Monday, July 29, beginning at 12:30 p.m., FPC volunteers will assist Aid to Distressed
Families of Appalachian Counties (ADFAC) with their school backpacks project again this
year. At least six volunteers are needed to fill 42 backpacks with school supplies, load them
into a pickup truck, and deliver them to Norwood Middle School. At least one pickup truck
is needed to do the deliveries.
Signup sheets for July 29 will be posted on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. If you
have questions, please contact Janet Swift, chair of the Social Concerns committee.
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FPC Spotlight: Ed & Melinda Tilley
Melinda (Mimi) Tilley and
her three siblings were born
and raised in Oak Ridge and
our church. Her parents
were Jim Gregory, a civil
and architectural engineer
from Titusville, Pa., who
worked at the K-25 and
Y-12 plants, and Peggy
Gregory, a native of
Canonsburg, Pa., who
served as a children’s
librarian for Oak Ridge
Public Library.
Mimi and her future
husband, Ed, were Oak
Ridge High School sweethearts. “I met him the first
night I was allowed to drive
a car during my junior
year,” she said. “We were
married at First
Presbyterian Church three
years later and we’ll
celebrate our 50th wedding
anniversary on October 11
of this year.” After
graduating from ORHS, she
attended the University of
Tennessee and he attended
East Tennessee State
University and then served
in active duty for six years
with the U.S. Army
Reserves.
Mimi worked at Y-12 for
12 years, starting as a
keypunch operator and then
becoming department head
secretary. “Then I stayed
home with our children for
eight years during which I
was involved in church
youth activities, Girl Scouts,
PTA, and Cub Scouts. I also
served as a hospital
volunteer. Then I returned
to work as manager for an
internal medicine practice,
Behavioral Medicine. Before
retiring in 2007, I served for
25 years as administrator

for Cumberland Oncology
and Hematology in Oak
Ridge.”
A native of Virginia, Ed
and his dad raised show
pigeons and entered homing
pigeons in races. Ed’s father,
a World War II Army
veteran, was a machinist and
later a supervisor at Y-12.
His mother worked for
Loveman’s in Oak Ridge,
which eventually became
Proffitt’s department store.
Ed worked at Y-12 as a
materials dispatcher and
retired 38 years later as a
manager of nuclear materials
storage and planning.
The Tilleys have two
children and three
grandchildren. Ed coached
both children’s baseball,
softball, and basketball teams
for over 10 years.
Their daughter, Lisa, and
her husband have one
daughter, Maggie. Lisa works
at Dermatology Associates,
Oak Ridge. Jerry is a
Professional Golf
Association pro and business
manager for Patriot Home
Care. A sixth grader at
Robertsville Middle School,
Maggie will be playing
basketball for the Rams.
Their son, Wesley, and his
wife, Ryan, have two
children, River and Willow.
A staff sergeant with Air
National Guard Security
Forces, Wes works in
forestry for the Tennessee
Wildlife Resources Agency
at the North Cumberland
wildlife management area.
Ryan is a preschool teacher
at Morning Star Child
Development Center in
Knoxville. River, a seventh
grader, is a baseball player,

gamer, and cellist at
Robertsville. Willow, a
rising fifth grader at RMS,
enjoys viola, ballet, basketball, softball, and quilting
with Mimi.
As an FPC member, Mimi
has taught Sunday School,
participates in the Chop
and Chat crew that serves
congregational meals,
served on the Memorial
Garden team and
Hospitality team, and
coordinates the Prayer
Shawl Ministry, which makes
church banners, quilts, and
shawls. She is serving her
second term on Session
and is co-chair of its
Congregational Care and
Welcome committee. Ed
serves on the Memorial
Garden team and has
helped at the Ecumenical
Storehouse. The Tilleys
enjoy participating in many
activities as a family and as
Mimi and Ed Tilley enjoy
UT sports together
part of our church family.
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Christian education
Children in worship (from page 1)
that their worship matters,
we teach them that they are
enough right here and right
now as members of the
church community. They
don’t need to wait until
they can believe, pray, or
worship a certain way to be
welcome here, and I know
adults who are still looking
to be shown that. It matters
that children learn that they
are an integral part of this
church...”—Martina Ward,
co-chair of the Christian
Education committee

Youth Group Activities: Fun, Faith, and Friendship!
We have some special activities planned for the remainder of summer. Friends are welcome! Youth Group is for
children in rising 4th through 12th grade.

Welcome Table
On July 11, from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., the youth group will be helping with the Welcome Table dinner, serving food,
assisting with the food pantry, dining with guests, and cleaning up. Meet Jeri Duke and Susan Sharp in the fellowship
hall at 4:30 p.m. for more instructions.

FPC youth service project: Hygiene kits for PDA
During July, FPC youth will collect items for “Gift of the Heart” hygiene kits for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
(PDA). The kits help individuals who have been adversely affected by hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, and other
disasters. A donation box will be available in the fellowship hall, beginning Sunday, July 7. The following items are
needed: hand towels (approximately 16” x 28”, no fingertip or bath towels), washcloths, wide-tooth combs, nail
clippers, bars of soap (bath size in wrapper), toothbrushes (individually packaged), and adhesive bandage strips.
All items should be new and in original packaging. At the end of the summer, our youth will sort the items and
pack them into hygiene kits, each valued at $15. The completed kits, plus any leftover items, will be sent to the
PDA Center. Contact Cheryl Allison at cheryl@allison.net if you have questions.

Back to school” bash set for July 28
Before heading back to school, get ready to have some fun in the sun! On July 28, a Back to School Bash that
includes a swim party will be held at the Oak Ridge Country Club (weather permitting)! Additional information will
be provided closer to the date. The start of the school year will also mark the return to regular weekly youth
group activities!
We look forward to these activities and hope that everyone has a safe and wonderful summer! If you have
questions or are interested in helping with youth activities this summer and/or serving on the Youth Council,
please contact Matt Stone or Martina Ward, co-chairs of the Christian Education committee.
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Christian education
Sunday school classes through summer
Snacks and beverages provided
Nursery (through age 3), first floor, Education building
Early Birds—(adults, parlor, sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible
study (Apocrypha). Teachers: Anne Backus and Mike Hilliard
Rise 'n' Shine—(adults, room 6, Sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible
study (Exodus). Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah Tippett

Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study will resume meeting after Labor Day.

VBS was a success
Vacation Bible School was
a big success. Both days of
VBS were attended by 22
children.
Our theme was the
“Incredible Race: Exploring
God’s Love for the
Nations.” The curriculum
allowed the children and
teachers to take our passports and travel to different
continents to hear lessons
about God and the Bible
and learn some catchy
songs and dance moves.
We also sampled foods
from other cultures,
including scones, croissants,
hummus, and tortillas.
FPC has a wonderful
partnership with Grace
Lutheran Church. We work
together to plan and host
Vacation Bible School.
Many volunteers from both
churches helped make the
event run smoothly. Included in our volunteers were
two youth from our own
youth group who served as
shepherds and assisted
teachers with their lessons

as part of a service project.
Thank you to everyone who
helped by donating time,
supplies, and food! Your
support makes this event
possible each summer.
—Matt Stone and Martina
Ward, co-chairs of the
Christian Education committee
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Ecumenical Storehouse roundup for June
Thank you to all those
who volunteered at the
Ecumenical Storehouse in
June. More than 30 folks
from First Presbyterian
Church, including the
gentlemen from Morgan
County Residential
Recovery Court (MCRRC),

worked with people from
Central Baptist Church to
staff the Storehouse by
helping clients and by doing
the Saturday donation
pickups. Also, thank you to
those who answered the
special request and donated
towels for clients. More

than 80 families received
help from the Storehouse
in June, and your time,
donations, and prayers
made all the difference.—
Janet Swift, chair of the Social
Concerns committee
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Session news: adult CE class and preacher for Sept. 29 OK’d
At its regular meeting in
June, Session approved
• a Christian education
curriculum for adults (and
perhaps youth) in the fall
based on short videos in
which Katherine Hayhoe
discusses human-induced
climate change and how it
relates to being a Christian.

• a fundraiser in August to
support a major multichurch choir event to be
held in October. The goal
is to raise $1,000.
• Jim Antal as the preacher
for the Sept. 29, 2019,
worship service. Sharon
will be away at a CREDO
meeting, and Jim will speak

on human-induced climate
change and Christianity
during the Sunday school
hour at 9:00 a.m. and in
his sermon.

While feasting on ice cream during a Fifth Sunday celebration after
worship, FPC members and guests enjoyed the dulcimer music of
the Tuesday Group That Meets on Monday, a band that performs
Mondays at the Museum of Appalachia in Norris. Attendees sang
“Amazing Grace” along with members of the band.
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Bits ‘n’ pieces
FPC Women’s lunch
The FPC women will gather at Dean’s Restaurant and Bakery in Jackson
Square for lunch on Monday, July 8, at 12:30 p.m. Dean’s is one of several local
restaurants that donates a portion of their profits to ADFAC the second Monday each month.

FPC Men’s lunch:
The FPC men meet for lunch each Monday at 11:30 a.m. at The Soup Kitchen.

FPC is hiring
Do you know someone who would be a great fit to join the ministry team at
First .Presbyterian Church? Help us spread the word. FPC is looking for a
dynamic, outgoing person to spearhead our programming for children and youth
as Director of Children and Youth Ministries.
Key responsibilities include:
• Planning and organizing Sunday School classes, Sunday evening youth group
activities, and Vacation Bible School
• Working with the Christian Education Committee and leading the Youth
Council to ensure that our programming is relevant, meaningful, and appropriate
• Hiring, training, and supervising nursery workers
• Recruiting, training, and scheduling volunteers to assist with activities
• Engaging in regular communication with children, youth, and their families
• Reviewing and recommending curricula for Sunday School and Vacation Bible
School
• Ensuring that our children and youth have opportunities to participate in
Presbytery of East Tennessee events.
This is a part-time position that will start in September. Work hours are flexible,
with Sundays required. Salary is based on experience and education.

More great VBS 2019 photos

7/6
7/10
7/10
7/11
7/14
7/15
7/16
7/16
7/18
7/23
7/23
7/24
7/31

July birthdays
Pete Johnson
Shirley Knight
Victoria Wulff
Matt Stone
Lou Dunlap
Everett Colverson
Debbie Bostick
Steve Layendecker
Mary Childress
Mike Bast
Bob Clausing
Alex Cantrell
Richard Alexander

...and anniversaries
7/3
Steve & Kathy
Layendecker
7/12 George & Irene
Darko
Congratulations!

Page 10

T he Ba nne r
July Worship Volunteers

Sunday, July 7
Liturgist: Teresa Brittain
Time with Children: Susan Reisinger
First Steps: Anne Backus, Martina Ward
Sound Guild: Carolyn Krause
Ushers: Team IV, led by Dennis Strickler
Counters: Matt Lindsey, Anna Robinson
Flowers: Anna Robinson
Nametags: Fred & Sally Haywood
Fellowship: Bill Beal, Dave Mullins
Opening/Closing: Chuck Hadden, Herb Krause

Sunday, July 21 (worship in fellowship hall)
Liturgist: Colin Colverson
Time with Children: Matt Stone
First Steps: Susan Sharp, Martina Ward
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Team II, led by George Darko
Counters: Carolyn Krause, Dan Terpstra
Flowers: Alex & Julia Cantrell
Nametags: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Fellowship: Susan Sharp & Richard Ward
Opening/Closing: Chuck Hadden, Herb Krause

Sunday, July 14 (worship in fellowship hall)
Communion Sunday
Liturgist: Matt Lindsey
Time with Children: Peggy Terpstra
First Steps: Susan Sharp, Martina Ward
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team I, led by Irene Darko
Counters: Irene Darko, Jeri Duke
Flowers: Mike & Peggy Hilliard
Nametags: Ryan & Wes Tilley, and family
Fellowship: Mary Childress, Nanette King
Opening/Closing: Chuck Hadden, Herb Krause

Sunday, July 28 (worship in fellowship hall)
Liturgist: Matt Stone
Time with Children: Chuck Hadden
First Steps: Deb & Matt Stone
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Grey
Counters: Colin Colverson, Joe Gray
Flowers: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Nametags: Lou Dunlap, Shirley Sauls
Fellowship: Mike Hilliard, TBA
Opening/Closing: Chuck Hadden, Herb Krause

Choir schedule & news
During the summer, the Chancel Choir rehearses on Sunday mornings
at 9:45. Regular Wednesday rehearsals at 7:00 p.m. will resume in
August. New voices are always welcome and childcare is available.
Anna Thomas, music director

July 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

30

1 July

2

3

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
11:30 Fifth Sun.
Celebration

11:30 Men’s lunch

9:30 Prayer shawl grp
11 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer
1 pm Welcome team

11:30 Al Anon

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

8

9

10

11:30 Men’s lunch
12:30 Women’s
lunch

11 am Staff meeting
12:15 Centering
Prayer

9 am ADFAC
meeting
11:30 Al Anon

6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 Property &
Maintenance mtg
6:30 Guitar workshop

14

15

16

17

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
12 Church Life &
Witness meeting

11:30 Men’s lunch

10 am Book forum
11 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11:30 Al Anon

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

21

22

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

11:30 Men’s lunch

7
9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

Thu
4

Fri

Sat

5

6

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

12

13

Church office closed
Happy 4th of July!

11

9-11 am
Sun. school
teacher training
5 pm Welcome
Table
5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

7 pm Finance mtg

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

18

19

20

6:30 Session mtg

6 pm TCWP mtg

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

23

24

25

26

27

11 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11:30 Al Anon

9:00 a.m.
Uncensored

1 pm ORICL
book club

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

28

29

30

31

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
5:30 FPC youth
back to school bash

11:30 Men’s lunch
12:30 ADFAC
school supply
service project

11 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11:30 Al Anon

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

Please note this calendar is subject to change. Check fpcor.org for real-time calendar.

1

August

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

2

3

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

