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Looking forward to the journey ahead
This month
 Welcome Table
 Youth service project
 Holy Chow
 Packing ADFAC
school supplies
 Fifth Sunday ice
cream social

Welcome Table
FPC’s next monthly
community meal is
this Thursday, July 5,
at 5:00 p.m. in the
fellowship hall. There
is a place for you—
either helping before
the meal, serving and
eating with our
guests, and/or helping
clean-up afterward.
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As announced in the June
newsletter, I begin serving
as the congregation’s Parish
Associate for Pastoral Care
July 1.
The focus of this part-time
staff position is providing
pastoral care with older
adults in the congregation,
including adults living at
home or in assisted living
and health care facilities, I
will also provide emergency
pastoral care, serve on the
Congregational Care and
Welcome committee, and
attend church staff meetings.
Over the past five years,
it has been a blessing and
privilege to participate in
worship with you, preach

occasionally, serve on the
ministry team at the Morgan
County Residential Recovery Court (MCRRC), and
attend occasional classes
and small group events.
To paraphrase the title of
a favorite baseball movie,
the content and quality of
First Presbyterian’s ministry
and of Sharon Youngs and
the staff’s leadership are in
“a league of their own.”
I am therefore deeply
grateful for this new opportunity to serve with you!

Christmas Joy
Join us as we continue a three-week
sermon series that began July 1. We
are celebrating “Christmas in July,”
pondering the joy of the nativity
without all the pressure of the holiday
season.
Our regular 10:00 a.m. worship
service will meet in the fellowship hall
as we look at the following themes:
July 1: “Joy to the World!”
July 8: “Joy to the Fishes in the
Deep Blue Sea!”
July 15: “Joy to You and Me!”

By your prayers and with
the support of the Human
Resources and Congregational Care committees, and
the Session, I look forward
to the journey ahead.
—Bob Cantrell

Youth group service project
Jenny Lindsey has helped arrange a service
project for FPC youth at the rescue farm
Hooves and Feathers in Knoxville. Hooves and
Feathers works with law enforcement to help
neglected horses and rescue farm animals,
providing shelter, rehabilitation, and adoption
services for farm animals in need.
On Thursday, July 12, our youth (grades 4-12)
will whitewash a livestock fence on the farm and
get to see the facilities and animals.
Wear long pants and closed-toe shoes that
you don’t mind getting paint splattered and
please bring $5 for pizza and a drink at Big Ed’s
Pizza afterward.
The youth group will leave the church
promptly at 8:30 a.m. Your RSVP is essential by
or before Sunday, July 8.—Peggy Terpstra and
Martina Ward, Christian education co-chairs
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From your pastor
Here is the question of the
month: What did this
year’s PC(USA) General
Assembly do with the
overture related to fossil
fuel divestment that
FPC initiated?

Sharon Youngs, pastor

Sharon will be on vacation
July 18 through Aug. 1.
While she is away, our
guest preachers will be:
 July 22—LuAnne Prevost
 July 29—Dave Mullins
Bob Cantrell will be on
call for pastoral needs:
(865) 806-0362.

The 223rd General
Assembly of the PC(USA)
met in St. Louis last month.
Andrew Brittain was the
young adult advisory delegate for the Presbytery of
East Tennessee (PET). Dan
Terpstra was the PET’s
advocate for the overture
that FPC originated re: fossil
fuel divestment, which
called for the GA to add to
its divestment list all
companies that meet
specific listed criteria (that
determine their commitment to taking steps to
reduce the use of fossil
fuels). Ours was but one of
several overtures related to
climate change in general
and fossil fuel divestment in
particular that had made

their way to GA. To read
about this item and the
other overtures, go to
pc-biz.org and follow the
prompts to Committee 8
(Environmental Issues.)
The Environmental Issues
committee recommended
that the full Assembly
approve an item that called
for the PC(USA) to divest
from fossil fuel and invest in
renewable energy.
However, a minority report
was offered, which called
for the PC(USA) to
continue its Mission
Responsibility Through
Investment (MRTI)
engagement process – a
process that includes
engaging with fossil fuel
companies through stockholder resolutions and so
forth. (This is something
MRTI has already been
doing for several decades
now, with varying results.
In the end, the GA voted
in favor of the minority
report, but also called on

the MRTI committee to
bring to the next GA (in
two years) a report on what
concrete progress has been
made by certain fossil fuel
companies to address
climate change, and to
recommend divestment
from those companies that
have not made sufficient
progress. Once the
Assembly commissioners
had approved the minority
report, they then approved
a motion to answer other
related overtures (including
our Presbytery’s item) by
that action, which, according to Robert’s Rules of
Order, meant that ours
would not proceed forward.
The Assembly took a slew
of other actions on myriad
items. I hope to keep you
updated on some of them in
the months ahead.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

Important schedule notes for
July (and early August):











Holy Chow, who’s that peeking around the corner?

Welcome Table community meal on July 5
Session will meet at 6:00 p.m. on July 11
Youth service project on July 12 (see page 1)
Youth council meets July 17
ADFAC school supply packing day July 19 (see page 4)
Coffee Chat and “Uncensored” will not meet in July
(Sharon will be on vacation)
Fifth Sunday ice cream social July 29 (page 4)
Also July 29—help pack the pantry for the ….
Welcome Table community meal on Aug. 2
Blessing of Backpacks and Sunday school Aug. 5

July 2018
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Christian education
Adult Sunday morning classes

Youth Council will meet
in room 6 on Tuesday,
July 17, at 6:00 p.m.
Our annual Blessing
of the Backpacks will
take place during
worship Sunday, Aug. 5.
Students (of all ages)
and teachers are invited
to bring their backpacks, computer bags,
satchels, briefcases, etc for blessing as
a new year of learning begins.

Vacation Bible
School 2018...

… a great time of
learning and fun

The Early Birds adult Bible study class meets in
room 6 at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday morning. The class
is led by Anne Backus and other class participants.
This summer they will be studying the “short”
books (letters): 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Titus, Philemon,
1 & 2 Peter, 1, 2 & 3 John, and Jude. It’s a perfect
time to drop in for study and fellowship.
The 9:00 a.m. Rise and Shine class invites you to
join their study of Genesis. They are led by Cheryl
Barr, Sue Byrne, and Hannah Tippet, and meet each
week in the parlor. Questions? Call 865-318-8856.

Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study is taking a break until
August. For June and July, you are invited to join the
Early Birds or Rise and Shine Bible studies.
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FPC to help pack ADFAC school supplies July 19
Volunteers are needed to
help sort, pack, and load
into vehicles school supplies
obtained by ADFAC (Aid
to Distressed Families of
Appalachian Counties) for
children from low-income
families.
Six to eight volunteers
are needed to pack school
supplies in about 100 backpacks to be delivered to
Woodland Elementary
School. Two or three
drivers with pickup trucks
or SUVs are also needed to
transport the filled backpacks to the school. The
whole project should be

completed in less than three
hours.
FPC, which supports
ADFAC’s annual school
supplies program, is slated
to provide assistance to
ADFAC staff on Thursday,
July 19 at 1:00 p.m. at the
ADFAC school supplies
warehouse at 116 E.
Division Road. (This is the
building on the backside of
the Free Medical Clinic. Use
the parking lot across from
the Ecumenical Storehouse.)
A signup form will be available in the fellowship hall in
early July. Or, if you wish to
help, contact Janet Swift at

swiftjan@gmail.com or
865-387-2027.
ADFAC’s program ensures
that all students, even those
from low-income families
who cannot afford to buy
schools supplies, start the
school year with the
materials they need.
Teachers also appreciate
the program because in the
past, they have felt the need
to purchase school supplies
for their at-risk students
even though many teachers
can barely afford to provide
this service. Learn more at
adfac.org.—Social Concerns
Committee

“Christmas in July” ice cream social
You are invited to
experience some of the joys
of Christmas—sweet treats,
giving gifts, and socializing
with your church family—
on the Fifth Sunday of July.
The “Christmas in July”
theme that starts with
Sharon’s three “Joy to the
World” sermons will end
with a Fifth Sunday
celebration on July 29,
featuring an ice cream
social, Christmas tree, and
large portrait frame for
family photos.
Come to the fellowship
hall after worship that Sunday and enjoy a variety of
ice cream flavors and toppings. And please bring a gift
for the ADFAC Crisis Cupboard to put under the
Christmas tree.

A couple Holy Chow groups gathering for food & fellowship

The Crisis Cupboard
needs shampoo, deodorant,
toothpaste, toothbrushes,
bar soap, laundry detergent,
dishwashing soap, cleaning
supplies, toilet paper, disposable diapers (especially
medium and large sizes),
disposable wipes, and travel
toiletries.
A large decorated portrait
frame will be available for
families to use as a setting
for family photos that could
be used in your Christmas
cards. Each family is responsible for providing their own
photographer (ie. bring your
own camera or smart
phone and ask someone to
snap photos for you).

July 2018
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Are you saving your old shoes?
At our Fifth Sunday event on Sept. 30, we will be collecting used shoes to give to Soles4Souls. They are a nonprofit
organization that distributes used shoes to people living in
extreme poverty around the world.
Please use rubber bands to keep each pair of shoes
together. And if you have any questions, please contact
CC&W co-chairs Margaret Ann King or Anna Robinson.

July birthdays…
7/6
Pete Johnson
7/7
Peggy Hadden
7/10 Shirley Knight
7/10 Victoria Wulff
7/11 Matt Stone
7/14 Lou Dunlap
7/15 Everett Colverson
7/16 Debbie Bostick
7/16 Steve Layendecker
7/18 Mary Childress
7/23 Mike Bast
7/23 Bob Clausing
7/31 Richard Alexander
… and anniversaries
7/3
Steve Layendecker &
Kathy Carney-Layendecker
7/12 George & Irene
Darko
Congratulations!

Pack the Pantry
Every month we are
making a special effort to
pack the food pantry on
the Sunday before our monthly
Welcome Table community meals.
During the meal the pantry is open
to anyone who needs to partake.
On Sunday, July 29 (or anytime,
really) you are invited to bring nonperishable items to the box in the
narthex for the meal the following
Thursday, Aug. 2. Please consider
bringing such things as canned
fruits, vegetables, and tuna as well
as packaged foods such as cereal,
spaghetti, and spaghetti sauce.
Thank you.

A group gathered (upper left) to celebrate Melissa Haynes “un-birthday.”
Pictured at the upper right and bottom are more moments from VBS 2018.

FPC Women’s lunch
The FPC women will meet at Razzleberries at Jackson Square for lunch on
Monday, July 9, at 12:30 p.m. Razzleberries donates a portion of their profits
to ADFAC the second Monday each month.
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Worship Volunteers
Sunday, July 1
Liturgist: Jim Tonne
Time with Children: Chuck Hadden
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Gray
Counters: Bill Bostick, Susan Sharp
Flowers: in memory of Sandy Rohwer
Fellowship Hosts: Mary Childress, Shirley Sauls
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, July 15
Liturgist: Susan Sharp
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team I, led by Irene Darko
Counters: Fred Haywood, TBA
Flowers: Mike & Peggy Hilliard
Fellowship Hosts: Jere & Jeri Duke
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, July 8
Liturgist: Bert Everitt
Time with Children: Nanette King
Sound Guild: Carolyn Krause
Ushers: Team IV, led by Dennis Strickler
Counters: Jim Campbell, Dennis Strickler
Flowers: Shirley Knight
Fellowship Hosts: Candice & Dennis Strickler
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, July 22
Liturgist: Fred Haywood
Time with Children: Colin Colverson
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Team II, led by George Darko
Counters: Carolyn Krause, Dan Terpstra
Flowers: Anna Robinson
Fellowship Hosts: Fred & Sally Haywood
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Choir schedule

Anna Thomas, music director

More VBS fun

The chancel choir is taking
some time off during the
summer. We will rehearse
Wednesday, July 11, at 7:00
p.m. and return to our
regular schedule in August.
Childcare is available during
rehearsals and new voices are
always welcome.

Sunday, July 29
Liturgist: Chuck Hadden
Time with Children: Peggy Terpstra
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Gray
Counters: Anne Backus, Bonnie Murray
Flowers: Jean Bangham
Fellowship Hosts: Dave & Mary Mullins
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

July 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1 July

2

3

4 Office closed

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
(Pack the Pantry)
11 am Worship
committee

12 pm Men’s lunch

10 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer
1 pm CCW mtg
2 pm Welcome team

11:30 Al Anon

5:30 Stewardship
6 pm Boy Scouts
6:30 CE meeting

5:30 AA
6 pm meal prep
6:30 Guitar workshop

8

9

10

11

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
11:15 Nominating

12 pm Men’s lunch
12:30 Women’s
lunch

12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:30 Prop. & Maint.
5:30 AA
6:30 Guitar workshop

6 pm Session mtg

6 pm Boy Scouts
6:30 Soc. concerns

Thu

Fri

Sat

5

6

7

3 pm meal prep
5 pm Welcome Table
Community Meal

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

12

13

8:30 FPC Youth
service project

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

7 pm Choir

15

16

17

18

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship

12 pm Men’s lunch

10 am staff mtg
10 am Book forum
12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am ADFAC mtg
11:30 Al Anon

14

19

20

21

1 pm—FPC’s school
supply packing day
for ADFAC

6:30 Dem. for E. TN

6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 AA
6:30 Youth council
6:30 Guitar workshop

22

23

24

25

9 am Early classes
10 am Worship

12 pm Men’s lunch

10 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11:30 Al Anon

7:30 Chinese
Bible study
26

27

28

1 pm ORICL
book club

29
9 am Early classes
10 am Worship
(Pack the Pantry)
11:15 Fifth Sun.
celebration

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5:15 ADFAC mtg
6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 AA
6:30 Guitar workshop

30

31

1 August

12 pm Men’s lunch

10 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11:30 Al Anon

6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 AA
6 pm meal prep
6:30 Guitar workshop

Please note this calendar is subject to change. Check fpcor.org for real-time calendar.

2

3

3 pm meal prep
5 pm Welcome Table
Community Meal

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

4
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Oak Ridge, Tennessee
Located at 1051 Oak Ridge Turnpike
Phone: 865-483-1318
Fax: 865-483-1319
E-mail: fpcadmin@comcast.net
Website: FPCOR.org
Facebook: First Presbyterian
Church, Oak Ridge TN
The Banner team includes Carolyn
Krause, Adrienne Potter, and Sharon
Youngs, with thanks to contributors
from the congregation, Session, and
church staff.

Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

