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Sunday worship
services also online
Worship will continue
online, even when held
in-person. Online services
begin at 10:20 a.m. each
Sunday with an extended
musical prelude. Use this
Facebook Live link (https://
www.facebook.
com/First-PresbyterianChurch-Oak-Ridge-TN309180789463/) each week;
a Facebook account is not
necessary for access.
Worship bulletins are
available from FPC’s website
(fpcor.org). For print copies,
contact Adrienne in the
office (483-1318 or
fpcadmin@comcast.net).

Good news! Fifteen
months after suspending
in-person activities because
of the coronavirus, First
Presbyterian Church is
gradually reopening its
facilities this month.
COVID-19 protocols will
be in place. Here are the
details:
In-person worship,
which began on Pentecost
Sunday, May 23, will
continue with the
expectation that everyone
will wear a mask, physically
distance, and enjoy postworship fellowship outdoors. We’ll also be refraining from congregational
singing for the time being.
Reservations to attend
worship are encouraged,
but not required.
Being vaccinated is also
strongly encouraged but not
required to attend worship in
person. If you have yet to be
vaccinated, we urge you to do
so as soon as possible, for your
sake and for our community’s
sake. If you want or need
assistance with transportation or anything else that
will help you secure a
vaccination, please let us
know by calling the church
office (483-1318).
FPC and community
classes and groups are
also welcomed to return,
with COVID-19 protocols
in place, but each class or
group (new or established)
is asked to complete a

group information form for
the church office before
doing so. FPC’s office
manager, Adrienne Walker,
will coordinate the
scheduling calendar.
The Task Force on
Reopening will continue to
monitor coronavirus case
numbers and trends, with
the hope of gradually easing
restrictions over the
summer.
Sunday, June 6, includes
baptism and CL&W
team meeting
We are excited to share
the news that Nolan Ryan,
2-month-old son of
Courtney and Pat Ryan, will
receive the Sacrament of
Baptism during morning
worship on Sunday, June 6.
The Church Life &
Witness Team will gather
in person after worship,
approximately 11:45 a.m., in
room 102 of the Activities
building. Folks are asked to
bring their own lunch.
Worship volunteer
sign-up underway
With a return to in-person
worship come opportunities
to help with worship leadership (training provided).
We need:
• liturgists—up-front
leadership during worship
services two to three
times a year; anyone who
can read can serve.
• ushers—greet and seat
worshipers; frequency

depends on number of
volunteers; children ushers
are welcomed.
• audio/visual team—
arrange for sound and livestreaming of services.

Flower calendar back
in place
If you would like to
provide flowers for a Sunday
morning service, let us
know. (Folks who live outside of Oak Ridge are also
invited to sign up by calling
the church office.)
The flowers come automatically from Oak Ridge
Florist. All you do is cover
the cost ($35—payable to
FPC prior to the Sunday you
choose) and provide
Adrienne with information
re: wording for dedicating
the flowers.
Coffee Chat is returning
to a monthly, in-person
format on the fourth
Monday of each month,
9:30 a.m., in room 6 of the
Sanctuary building. A Zoom
option will be available:
https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/87517870844?
pwd=Y2tLa2d6em9KSXZ2
UzU4d0crVmNUdz09.
Passcode: 730929
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

Cicadas at Lynn and
Liz Youngs’ home in
Louisville, Tenn.

So far, the periodic
cicadas known as Brood X
have not emerged in my
neck of the woods. I don’t
know whether to be
thrilled or disappointed.
Perhaps it’s a little of both.
On one hand, I am thrilled
that three-month-old
Maysie doesn’t have a
gazillion cicada shells to
crunch between her teeth
and that I can still hear the
crickets at night instead of
a noise that rivals the
soundtrack in the movie
Psycho. On the other hand,
I am disappointed to miss
one of nature’s finest

wonders in my own backyard, especially after the
months-long message that
they were on their way.
How do those Brood
Xers know when to
emerge? Do they have tiny
thermometers that measure
the soil’s temperature and
vibrate when they reach 64
degrees or a built-in alarm
that goes off every 17 years?
Suffice it to say, I think the
Creator was having a
particularly fanciful day
when those insects were
crafted—complete with red
eyes.

In her recent New York
Times op-ed article,
Margaret Renkl ponders
whether the periodic
cicadas are somehow
responsible for the terrible,
horrible, no good, very bad
year we’ve experienced.
After all, the last time they
emerged, 17 years ago,
things weren’t a whole lot
better: the space shuttle
Columbia disaster, the
invasion of Iraq, and a heat
wave in France that killed
approximately 5000. But
Renkl lets the cicadas off
the hook, saying that “bad
years act just like the
cicadas do. … The actions,
policies, and people from
2003 laid the eggs for what
we’re dealing with now, just
below a thin layer of
nutrient dense soil where
the issues lie growing,
morphing, until they
resurface 17 years down
the line, louder than they
were before” (https://
nyti.ms/3oPUiSs).
It is a good reminder that
the decisions we make—
small and large, individually
and corporately—have
consequences, some of
which are pleasant and
some not so much. Seems
to me, our decisions are
especially poignant as we
begin to emerge from this
pandemic. What do we
hope the next batch of
cicadas will find when they
emerge?
It is time to plant some
seeds—or lay some eggs,
as it were.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon
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FPC Spotlight: Peggy Hinkle & Rob Lloyd
Peggy Hinkle, who plays
the piano, keyboard, organ,
and harp for our worship
services, is learning to play
the hammered dulcimer.
Her partner Rob Lloyd,
who met Peggy at Pellissippi
State Community College
(PSCC), where she teaches
music and he is an English
professor, has completed
a crime thriller.
A Knoxville native and
graduate of Halls High
School, Peggy has a B.A.
degree in piano and organ
performance from Lee
University and a master of
music degree in piano
pedagogy and literature
from the University of
Tennessee at Knoxville. She
was program coordinator
for music at PSCC (20152019), where she has taught
music theory, music
appreciation, the
fundamentals of music, and
piano since 1989. Peggy has
three children: Jarrod, an
operations manager for the
Gatlinburg Chamber of
Commerce; Madison, who
majored in forestry at UTK,
and Josiah, who is majoring
in computer science at
PSCC.

“My mom was a teacher
and my dad was a
metallurgist at ORNL,” she
said. “He also pastored a
small church in Knoxville
that he founded and built,
and he was in the same high
school class as Sharon’s
mother.” Peggy and Rob
met in September 2011
when he was producing a
Faculty Lecture Series at
PSCC on “The Music of
Revolution.” Peggy
performed Chopin’s
Revolutionary Etude during
that lecture. Rob
teaches composition,
literature, business writing,
and film studies.
The son of an IBM
engineer and a bank teller,
Rob was born in New York
City. He has an M.A. degree
in writing from the
University of New
Hampshire. Before joining
PSCC’s English Department
11 years ago, Rob worked
for two decades in the
television industry. “For
most of that time, I was a
producer, writer, and
developer of game shows
in Los Angeles,” he said.
“Some of my shows
included Family Feud, Win,

Welcome Table food pantry
The Welcome Table food pantry is currently
running low on canned fruits and vegetables.
Other good items to stock up on are canned
beans, canned pasta, canned meats, soup, and
chili. As always, your generous donations and
support of the Welcome Table are appreciated.

Lose or Draw, and To Tell the
Truth.” Rob’s daughter
Gabriella is a professor of
politics and government at
the University of Maryland.
The couple has traveled
extensively. “Rob and I
taught one summer in
China, but we have settled
on France as our preferred
destination,” Peggy said.
“We have also traveled on
choir tours to Peru and
many countries in Europe—
Hungary, Germany, Spain,
Portugal, Austria, and the
Czech Republic.”
During the pandemic, Rob
and Peggy taught most of
their PSCC courses online.
He was able to spend most Peggy Hinkle & Rob Lloyd
of the school year at their
summer house in
Wisconsin. Her workload
increased because she had
to do all the scanning and
grading online without help
from work-study students.
“For FPC, I have had to
become comfortable with
being ‘on camera’,” she
said. “I had to prepare
longer preludes for the
online services, so I have
added quite a bit of new
repertoire this year.” And
that achievement has been
good for her and for us.

June Welcome Table
Thursday, June 10, 5:30 p.m.
Want to help cook, pack, or
distribute our drive-by meals
(observing COVID protocols)? Let
Sharon know (fpcpastor@live.com
or 771-7178).
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Spotlight on FPC youth—meet Willow
Favorite part of quarantine? Spending time
with my family.
Least favorite part? Having to wear a mask!
What do you look forward to this
summer? Pool time and Knoxville Symphony Youth
Orchestra Summer String Camp.
If you could change one thing in the world,
what would it be? No one would be hungry.

Willow is 12, going into 7th grade next year.
Her brother River is her favorite person and
she has a dog named Chewie.
Willow’s favorite subject in school is math
and she wants to be a nurse when she grows
up. Her favorite outdoor activities are softball,
volleyball, jumping on the trampoline, camping,
and swimming in the pool. Indoors, she loves
ballet dancing, playing viola, and board games.
More of Willow’s favorites—Food? Lasagna.
The color pink. Her favorite TV show is Stuck
in the Middle and favorite movie is The Princess
and the Frog. Her favorite holiday is Christmas.

Above right: Willow with brother River
At right: Willow and best friend Taylor
doing softball—one of their favorite things
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Christian education & Music news
Summer classes schedule
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links.)

Sundays:
9:00 a.m.

Early Birds—studying Luke
Rise ‘n’ Shine—studying Timothy
(look for news about meeting in-person soon)
11:00 a.m.
Post-worship fellowship
Wednesdays:
5:30 p.m.
Mid-week Bible study
Thursdays:
7:00 p.m.
Brewing Questions

It’s the most wonderful time of the year!
This month, I’ll head to
Montreat Conference
Center to attend the annual
Worship and Music
Conference. Last summer,
the entire conference was
held virtually, and I enjoyed
it from home. This year,
people may attend in person
or virtually.
The theme this year is
“Gathered in My Name.”
The intergenerational
conference is designed for
children, youth, adults,
pastors, directors, organists,
singers, ringers, worship
leaders, and church
members. On my schedule
are two choirs, a daily
lecture, reading sessions
(reviewing new music), and
a class review and
discussion of the daily
worship services. In
addition, a professional
concerns class will focus
on the church’s response
to COVID-19 concerns
and the effects on worship
and music.
Montreat is a Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.)-related
conference center located in

Children & youth
summer activities
The youth council is working on
plans for opportunities for FPC
youth, ages 4th grade and up, to
fellowship and serve together. Put the following on
your calendar and be on the lookout for more
information:
• Saturday, June 12: pool party, location and time
TBD
• Friday, July 16: movie night, 7:00 p.m., fellowship
hall
Plans are also taking shape for a service project in
late June and an end-of-summer gathering in August.
Parents, keep an eye open for information about an
outdoor event for children ages 4 years to grade 4.

the town of Montreat near
Black Mountain, N.C. There
are trails to hike, streams to
wade, and
mountain air to breathe.
Daily worship is at 11:00
a.m., and all are welcome to
attend; no need to register
for the conference to
attend worship. Come
join me!
I am grateful to FPC for
providing this week of rest
and renewal each year.
I look forward to it all year,
and always return enriched
and renewed.—Anna
Thomas, music director

Anna Thomas (left) and Peggy Terpstra
(above) prepare draping for Pentecost Sunday
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Mugs for May
A special thanks to our FPC family who came through
overwhelmingly to provide these mugs filled with
succulents as gifts to the teachers and staff of Willow
Brook Elementary School.
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Rescuing the food-insecure and food before it’s wasted
Once a month Dave
Mullins climbs aboard his
pickup truck for a 30-mile
trip from Oak Ridge to
Maryville. The previous day
he had ordered 1000
pounds of food—frozen
meats, fresh produce,
whole-wheat bread, and
cans of fruits, vegetables,
beans, and chicken—from
the Second Harvest Food
Bank of East Tennessee.
Shortly after he arrives at
its 80,000-square-foot
facility, the boxes of food
he has ordered are loaded
onto the vehicle by forklift
by a food bank employee.
Dave is director of the
“Brain Food” pantry at the
Oak Ridge branch campus
of Roane State Community
College. Over 40% of the
college’s students are foodinsecure, so the local
administration was looking
for a nonprofit organization
as the partner it needed to
purchase low-cost food
from Second Harvest. First
Presbyterian members
Sue Byrne and Dave
volunteered the church as
the partner, and the
arrangement was approved
by RSCC, FPC, and Second
Harvest. (Our Welcome
Table pantry experience
was instrumental in
qualifying us to run a food
pantry for Roane State.)
After returning to Oak
Ridge with the food
(including frozen food in the
back seat), Dave backs up
the truck to the loading
dock outside the CoffeyMcNally building on RSCC’s
Oak Ridge campus. A forklift worker unloads the

food. Mariella Akers, sister
of FPC member Paul Akers,
then stocks the pantry
shelves. She also helps
RSCC staff monitor the
distribution of foods to the
students.
Another source of food
for the Brain Food pantry is
the Walgreens drug store
some two miles away. It
donates foods from the
Kroger Express operating
in their store. These foods
are past the best-buy and
expiration dates but are still
safe to eat. Helping to
rescue 100 pounds of this
food every week so it
won’t go to waste is FPC
member Roger Ryburn.
Roger and store employee
Ron Davenport load the
produce, meat, dairy, and
deli products onto his
vehicle. Then Roger
delivers the food to
Mariella at RSCC.

Dave and Sue manage the
food pantry finances. The
program was initially funded
in 2019 by a $1,500 grant
from the Presbytery of East
Tennessee and $3,000 from
Kroger, as well as private
contributions. In 2020, Sue
obtained COVID-related
grants from the United Way
of Anderson County
($1000) and the Y-12
Federal Credit Union
($5,000). Donations made
by FPC members, Roane
State faculty and staff, and
Oak Ridge Rotary clubs for
the Brain Food pantry, along
with the grant monies, fund
the purchase of Second
Harvest food. Thanks to the
work of Dave, Sue, and
Roger and the donations of
FPC members and guests,
our congregation’s actions
to alleviate hunger in the
community continue to
expand.—Carolyn Krause

The Brain Food pantry team includes, from left, Walgreens employee Ron Davenport,
and FPC members Roger Ryburn, Dave Mullins, and Sue Byrne.
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Hunger in East Tennessee a Sunday school topic

Hunger fund
offering June 20
A Hunger Fund
offering will be
received during
worship on June 20.
Your gifts allow Aid to
Distressed Families of
Appalachian Counties
(ADFAC) to provide
food vouchers for its
clients, as well as help
support the Second
Harvest food
distribution center and
other local food bank
ministries. The Hunger
Fund also supports
FPC’s Welcome Table
and food pantry.
Please make checks
payable to FPC with
"Hunger Fund" on the
memo line or visit
fpcor.org to give
online. Thank you!

Second Harvest Food Bank
of East Tennessee, located
in Maryville

Demand for food from the
Second Harvest Food Bank
of East Tennessee rose 50%
a year ago as a result of
massive unemployment
caused by the pandemic, but
“we received more financial
gifts in 2020 than we ever
got in the 28 years I’ve been
at Second Harvest.” Elaine
Streno, executive director of
the food bank, made this
statement in a virtual chat
with FPC’s “Let’s Talk about
It” Sunday school class. Here
are some other points she
made.
The regional Second
Harvest is one of 200 food
bank affiliates of the Feeding
America network and one of
Tennessee’s five affiliates
that feed food-insecure
residents of all the state’s
counties. Located in
Maryville, it has 45
employees, 13 vehicles used
for pickups and deliveries of
food almost daily, and eight
feeding programs (including
Food for Kids, for which
some FPC members
volunteer). Of the foods it
distributes to food pantries
at a low purchase cost,

Second Harvest buys 70%
and receives 30% as
donations by grocery stores
and restaurants—foods that
would otherwise be wasted.
During the pandemic,
Second Harvest restructured
its distribution of food by
packing it in boxes and
placing it in car trunks at
food bank locations and
schools. Previously, clients
stood in line to get food.
About one-third of its
clients are diabetic. That’s
one reason why it focuses on
distributing mostly nutritious
foods to local food pantries,
such as whole-wheat bread,
fresh fruits and vegetables,
as well as canned fruits,
vegetables, beans, and meats.
The problem is that some
food pantries will not buy
Second Harvest’s entire
selection of nutritious foods
because many pantry clients
will not eat them.
Feeding America food
banks will still be needed
even though Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) benefits will
be boosted by $12 billion
through the recent passage

Elaine Streno

of the American Rescue Plan
Act of 2021.
Poverty, drug addiction, and
mental illness are the root
causes of hunger in East
Tennessee. Some 180,000
people in East Tennessee live
at or below the poverty level,
defined as a family of four living
on $27,000 a year or less.
Many regional Second Harvest
clients never finished high
school, so they can’t get good
jobs.
“We are feeding so many
grandparents raising their
grandchildren because the
parents of these children are in
prison because of drug-related
crimes or just cannot meet
their children’s needs.”
—Carolyn Krause
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Above, our final
outdoor worship
on May 16
At left, worship on
Pentecost Sunday
Below, Worship
committee chair
Elaine Wilson
helps ready the
sanctuary for
May 23

6/4
6/6
6/7
6/8
6/9
6/11
6/13
6/14
6/14
6/16
6/16
6/16
6/16
6/18
6/19
6/22
6/23
6/24
6/25
6/26
6/27
6/29
6/5
6/7
6/11
6/12
6/17

6/18
6/20
6/20
6/29
At left, Yak pauses on the trail. Keep up with
Yak & Stitch’s (Paul Akers & Barbara Reeve)
Pacific Crest Trail adventure at:
trailjournals.com/yakandstitch

June Birthdays
Shirley Frykman
Vivian Jung
Marjorie Matthews
Teresa Fulcher
Kiersten Wilkerson
Matt Lindsey
Jan Alexander
Jay Billings
Lee Morris
Kaylin Dimmer
Ashley Hadden
Kendyll Hensley
Skylar Bay Hensley
Shannon O’Donnell
Sharon Youngs
Omer Breeden
George Darko
Maxine Vaden
Hailey Dimmer
Russell Fulcher
Dennis Strickler
Mary Lou Daugherty
and anniversaries
Jo & Robert Kendrick
Sydney & Tiffany
Murray
Cathy & Jason
Goodman
Chuck & Dale Hadden
Gene Ice & Rosalyn
McKeown-Ice
Jan & Richard
Alexander
Dennis & Julia Smith
Jeannie & Lee
Trowbridge
Fred & Sally Haywood
Congratulations!
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

