The Banner
First Presbyterian Church
Oak Ridge, Tennessee

June 2020

FPC takes first steps toward reopening
Inside this issue:
Pastor’s note

2

Survey & John Knox 3
75th anniversary

4

Masks!

5

Information for
accessing Sunday
worship online
FPC’s online worship
services begin each Sunday
morning with an extended
musical prelude at 10:20
a.m. The Facebook Live
link, which does not
change from week to
week, is https://
www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterian-Church-OakRidge-TN-309180789463/.
You do not need a
Facebook account to
access the service.

With an eye on the local
trend of COVID-19 cases
and other considerations,
plans are underway to
reopen FPC facilities at
some point this summer.
A hard-and-fast date for
when that will happen has
yet to be set by the Session;
however, a task force is
developing protocols for
what reopening will look
like.
Those who attend worship
in-person can anticipate,
among other items:
• registering in advance
• entering and exiting
through one entrance
• wearing a mask (brought
from home or provided
onsite)

• having their temperature
checked and using hand
sanitizer (provided)
• sitting in assigned pews
that have been measured
and marked for social
distancing (families can sit
together; children will be
with their parents at all
times)
• printing and bringing with
them a worship bulletin (or
accessing it online); additional bulletins will be available onsite
• refraining from congregational singing and physical
embracing (handshakes,
hugs, etc.)
• leaving their offering in a
basket
• departing immediately after worship (visiting with

others will take place in the
parking lot).
All places (entryway,
restrooms, sanctuary, etc.)
where folks gather will be
deep-cleaned per CDC
guidelines immediately
afterward.
On the first two Sundays
of this month, June 7 and 14,
members of the Session and
the Task Force on
Reopening (approximately
15 people in all) will be
present in worship to
experience the protocols
listed above and provide
feedback. The remaining
Sundays in June will be back
to the minimum number
necessary to do online
worship service.

June’s Welcome Table will follow May’s setup
For the second month in a
row, the Welcome Table
leadership team (Gretchen
Drane, Anna Robinson,
Susan Sharp, and Peggy
Terpstra) is making plans to
provide a hot meal for
guests on the second
Thursday of this month,
June 11, 5:00 to 6:00 p.m.
In drive-thru fashion, guests
will be given homemade
taco soup and Fritos, along
with fresh fruit and homemade cookies or brownies.
Each carload will also receive a bag of canned goods

from the FPC food pantry.
There’ll be a cooking team,
packing team, and distribution team, with little to no
interaction between the
teams to keep volunteers to
10 or fewer in number at
any given time.
You responded in a
miraculous way last month
when the call went out for
cookies or brownies. Thank
you! The same is needed
this time around. (Watch
for an email with instructions for when to drop
them off.)

How you can help
We are in urgent need
of canned goods (only) for
the Welcome Table grocery bags we’ll distribute
at the Welcome Table on
June 11. Items needed:
canned meat, canned vegetables, canned beans, and
canned fruit.
Make a monetary donation to the FPC Hunger
Fund. You can mail a
check to the church office
or donate online at
www.fpcor.org.
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

It’s difficult to know what
to write in these
tumultuous times. Last
Sunday was our 12th
Sunday to do worship
online as we continue to
practice social distancing in
response to the COVID-19
pandemic. Last week, U.S.
jobless claims passed 40
million. And now, there’s
another deadly surge in the
centuries-old struggle we
have with racism in this
country. I’m beginning to
see the all-too-familiar
image depicting the coronavirus as a representation of
our country, with each
spore representing another
serious issue.

It is easy, and tempting, to
throw up our hands, turn
off the news, and disengage
from it all. To be sure,
stepping away for a bit of
time to take a long walk,
listen to birds, dig in the
garden, or read a mindless
novel is a good thing to do
for one’s health and wellbeing. However, being
Presbyterian does not mean
that we reserve our
expressions of faith for
Sunday mornings only. To
be Presbyterian is to be
engaged actively in the
world, working toward the
realization of God’s mission
of reconciliation, peace, and
justice.
I commend to you the
catechisms and creeds that
make up the PC(USA) Book
of Confessions. Each of them
was written at a moment in
history when our forebears
in the faith (a) were
compelled to respond to a
heresy that threatened the
Church, (b) wanted to
instruct new believers, and/
or (c) wanted to mark a
significant moment in the life

of the Church, such as “A
Brief Statement of Faith,”
when the PC(USA) was
formed in 1988. In that
document, we affirm, “In a
broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing, to
witness among all peoples
to Christ as Lord and
Savior, to unmask idolatries
in Church and culture, to
hear the voices of peoples
long silenced, and to work
with others for justice,
freedom, and peace.”
We here at FPC are not of
like mind when it comes to
matters of faith and societal
issues. I very much
appreciate that about us.
We need the perspectives
of one another to help
broaden and deepen our
own. My hope is that we
remember the importance
of talking with—and
listening to—one another.
It can be difficult and messy
work, but it is holy work,
to be sure.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

A letter of appreciation
I would like to extend my deep appreciation to the Session for their diligent and prayerful response to the COVID19 pandemic. Though we have not been able to meet in person, I feel deeply connected to our congregation through
online worship and conversations with our elders. I would like to thank each member of Session for continually
reaching out to our church members through phone calls, emails, and cards over the past few months.
The “when” and “how” to resume in-person worship is a complex process. I appreciate how carefully the Session
is working to ensure the safety and well-being of our congregation in direct correlation with working to ensure we
maintain the most holy components of worship. Many perspectives and ever-changing CDC guidelines are shaping
these conversations. I admire your commitment to FPC and have full confidence that the decisions you make, as we
move forward on this journey, will be for the benefit of our congregation as a whole. Thank you for your leadership!
—Sherrie Fairchild-Keyes, member of FPC’s Task Force on Reopening
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Survey results reveal wide spread of opinions
Last month, the Task
Force on Reopening FPC
surveyed members and
friends to gather thoughts
and feelings on the subject.
To date, 31 surveys have
been returned. Here’s a
quick snapshot:
Responses to the
questions about livestream
worship services reveal the
greatest unanimity. Nearly
90 percent have found
FPC’s livestream worship
services to be helpful or
very helpful, with the same
percentage hoping that
livestream services continue
in the future, even when we
have returned to onsite
worship.

From there, the responses
to other survey questions
are evenly divided. Fortythree percent strongly or
somewhat agree with the
statement, “Being physically
present in church is
important to my spiritual
well-being, even if it means
returning with a limited
number of people, social
distancing, masks, no
Communion, and no
congregational singing.”
An equal percentage (43)
strongly or somewhat
disagree.
When asked which feeling
best describes their
returning to the sanctuary
for worship, the tallies are
the same for those who are

optimistic, those who are
uncomfortable, and those
who are cautious. In
addition, an equal number
are very excited as are
concerned. More than one
person indicates the
likelihood of waiting to return to onsite worship until
a COVID-19 vaccine is
available.
Finally, three out of four
respondents say they would
or might attend worship in
an outdoor setting.
If you did not complete a
survey and would like to,
please let Adrienne know
and she will see that you
receive one. Responses will
be received until June 12.

John Knox Center starts 60th summer of camps
Editor’s note: John Knox
Center (JKC), a ministry of the
Presbytery of East Tennessee
(PET), is open for summer
camps, marking its 60th
season to do so. The staff
has made a number of
adjustments to minimize the
risk of COVID-19. You can
find out more details about
the adjustments at
www.johnknoxcenter.org. Our
own Andrew Brittain is a
summer staff member at JKC.
Below is his article from the
June issue of the PET’s
e-newsletter.
The staff at John Knox
Center is excited to start
our 60th summer of camps.
Summer camp at John Knox
Center is an incredibly important and influential place
for campers and staff alike,
and the legacy of campers

and staff are a testament to
this idea.
I started coming to John
Knox in the summer of 2009
and have not missed a
summer since. Growing up
at camp, I met people and
had experiences that would
shape me into the person I
am today. The staff at John
Knox have always been
great role models in my life,
leading by example
and .guiding me so that I
would one day be able to fill
the big shoes they
left .behind. The lessons I
learned as a camper helped
me immensely when
transitioning from camper to
staff in the summer of 2017.
As a staff member, I
continue to grow and learn
from my fellow staff
members and campers each
summer. The range of

experiences presented at
camp creates well-rounded
people in both their
personal and spiritual lives:
from reverent vespers
services like walking the
labyrinth, to chaotic games
of “Capture the Flag”; camp
is committed to continue
to provide this irreplace
able experience for years
to come.
John Knox Center holds
true to its mission statement “to nurture, renew,
and inspire a love for God
and commitment to
Christ.” John Knox Center
places this at the center of
what we do, creating an
environment that brings
people closer to each other
and to God each summer.
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June 10 is FPC’s 75th anniversary
Because of the coronavirus pandemic, First
Presbyterian Church is
unable to celebrate the 75th
anniversary of the official
chartering of FPC on June
10, 1945. Fortunately, on
June 7, 2015, we celebrated
the 70th anniversary with a
special worship service and
catered dinner. Here are
some highlights of the
church’s colorful history.
On June 18, 1946, Bob
Thomas became FPC’s first
installed pastor, preaching
under a school gym’s
basketball goal until the
Sanctuary building was
constructed in 1951 on a
seven-acre lot purchased
from the Atomic Energy
Commission. The church
gained a reputation for
taking “bold and principled
stands,” especially on racial
discrimination. When three
African Americans were
welcomed to FPC, 17
families departed and
formed a more conservative
Presbyterian church.
Sam Howie, installed as
pastor in May 1957, urged
FPC members to persuade
business owners that whites
and blacks should be served
as equals, and he worked to
help provide better housing

for blacks. On May 14, 1964,
Alex Stuart, an FPC
co-pastor, suffered a broken
arm in Camden, Ala., after
an attack by a white man
who saw Stuart accompanying a black minister from
Knoxville College on a
presbytery visit to black
churches.
In the 1950s through the
mid-60s, FPC had the only
pipe organ in town, and one
of its organists served the
church for 45 years. Under
a director of music who
served for 31 years, the
children’s and youth choirs
performed 20 cantatas
(including a “rock opera”
written by two church
members), and the adult
choir sang major sacred
works.
The Education building,
constructed in 1954 for
Sunday school classes and a
nursery, has also been
rented to day care centers
and early childhood
education programs. The
Activities building,
constructed in 1968-69,
houses the church office and
Aid to Distressed Families of
Appalachian Counties, which
FPC helped establish in
1987. All three church
buildings have been

renovated, and a bell
tower, memorial garden,
and community garden have
been added.
The church has long been
involved in prison ministry,
helping start the Prisoner’s
Aid Society of Tennessee
and providing spiritual
support for nonviolent
felons recovering from drug
addiction at the Morgan
County Residential
Recovery Court.
FPC has sponsored a
doctor’s medical mission to
Africa and clean-water
missions by church
members to Belize; a
lecture series on science
and religion, and an awardwinning weekly coffeehouse
for teens. Last year, a free
monthly meal, called
Welcome Table, was
initiated to serve foodinsecure residents of the
community.
The oldest members of
the church can still name all
of FPC’s pastors, including
(in addition to those listed
above) Bob Crothers,
David Horne, Vicki Fogel
Mykles, Dwyn Mounger,
Kerra Becker English, and
Sharon Youngs. —Carolyn
Krause, FPC historian
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Mimi Tilley on making masks
When the coronavirus raised its ugly head and we needed to shelter in place, I thought that now maybe I would get
my sewing room cleaned up and organized. I started working and got about three boxes of fabrics neatly wrapped
around comic book boards with the idea that when my new sewing space was complete, I would have my own “quilt
store” and would shop there until I ran out of fabric! Then everyone needed masks, so I changed course and realized if
I made masks, I would use up smaller cuts of fabric from previous projects, clean up my space, and help other people
out at the same time. Now, I know better because I cleaned up my scraps at first but then, because of the quantity I’ve
made, I’ve created a different mess and I think my fabric is multiplying while I work!
When I started making masks, I had a roll of 150 yards of elastic cut to 7-inch lengths, as well as many 9 x 6.5-inch
rectangles of fabric. Requests for masks were coming in to me as people found out I was making them, so masks have
gone to family, a Murfreesboro hospital, Morgan County Correctional Complex for guards, assisted living facilities, our
church members, the first Welcome Table, nursing students, salon owners, and assorted friends and their friends and
their friends. I stopped counting how many masks I had made after I finished 150 in a couple of days, and then a few
days later I ran out of elastic, temporarily. A friend gave me another roll of elastic and I picked up speed again.
Sometimes I made masks with ties, just to have something different to do, but these were more time consuming. I
know I’ll go to these if I don’t get more elastic: I’m on my last 10 yards of my second roll. Oh yes, I do come out of my
studio every once in a while to reintroduce myself to Eddie and to cook a meal.
I took a pause in mask-making to make a comfort quilt for Josie Fellers, the granddaughter of old classmates of ours,
who was diagnosed with AML (leukemia) and is now undergoing treatment. She was practicing to send in her application video for the UT dance team when she fell ill. She worried that it was coronavirus, so she went to the doctor.
Maybe this was a blessing in disguise, because she was diagnosed quickly and treatment started within a week. Please
pray for her. Other Prayer Shawl Ministry projects have been completed and little projects have been shared with
family and friends. Inspiration to make a corona quilt from all my favorite quilt websites took root, so there will be a
memory quilt in our house for this event in history.
I’ve drooled over the pictures of the beautiful breads and delicious meals folks have made. I’ve admired everyone’s
lovely photos of their gardens and nature walks. I’m blessed to work with Eddie in our yard, to take a drive or walk,
and to stop and enjoy our family in our backyard during this time. I pray for an end to this uncertain time as I fold my
fabric. I pray that God blesses you all.
Proverbs 31:13

At left, about an hour’s work, making masks. At right, Josie with her comfort quilt.
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Above, from Anna Robinson: “Here are 2 more masks I made,
this time using ties instead of elastic.”
The other masks are from Jo Kendrick:
Upper right, made for Powell Presbyterian church from a shirt
of a beloved deceased member. At right, hospital grade masks
for an office at UT hospital. And below, a cat mask made for
Amedysis HHC.
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Above, another picture from Mimi Tilley. She sure has been busy!
Below, a picture from the yard of a home near Bob Cantrell. A lovely
tribute to those working to keep us all safe and healthy.
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June birthdays
Shirley Frykman
Vivian Jung
Marjorie Matthews
Teresa Fulcher
Kiersten Wilkerson
Matt Lindsey
Janet Alexander
Jay Jay Billings
Lee Morris
Kaylin Dimmer
Ashley Hadden
Kendyll Hensley
Skylar Bay Hensley
Shannon O’Donnell
Sharon Youngs
Omer Breeden
Anne Campbell
George Darko
Maxine Vaden
Hailey Dimmer
Dennis Strickler
Mary Lou Daugherty
and Anniversaries
Robert & Jo Kendrick
Sydney & Tiffany
Murray
Cathy & Jason
Goodman
Chuck & Dale Hadden
Gene Ice & Rosalyn
McKeown-Ice
Richard & Janet
Alexander
Dennis & Julia Smith
Lee & Jeannie
Trowbridge
Fred & Sally Haywood
Congratulations!
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