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Welcome Table moves to second Thursdays
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The Welcome Table team has
decided to move the free
community meal and food pantry
from the first Thursday to the
second Thursday of the month,
starting in June. To make the
transition to the new schedule
as easy as possible, the food pantry
was available on June 6 and will be
open again on June 13. Also, on
June 6, chili in to-go cups and cornbread in ziploc bags were given to
guests to take home and eat. A big
thanks go to the food pantry
volunteers who willingly took on
opening the pantry twice in June.
On Thursday, June 13, from 5 to
6 p.m., the Welcome Table team

will serve a hot sit-down meal. On
the menu is Tex Mex lasagna,
chips, salsa, salad, fruit, and cake.
According to the leaders of the
Welcome Table team—Susan
Sharp, Peggy Terpstra, Anna
Robinson, and Gretchen Drane,
the meal schedule change was
made for two reasons. Because
food stamps are distributed close
to the first day of the month,
people at risk of going hungry tend
to need free food later in the
month. In addition, the second
Thursday of the month was made
available to FPC by Grace
Covenant Church, which recently
closed.

“We hope to reach more guests
by providing a meal in the middle
of the month,” said Susan. “Come
join us!”

Ecumenical Storehouse
Welcome Table
Thursday, June 13
5:00 p.m.

It’s not too late to volunteer to help FPC staff the
Ecumenical Storehouse during the month of June.
Volunteers are needed on Monday and Friday mornings,
from 9:00 to noon to greet clients, help with organization,
etc. On Saturdays, help is need during the same hours to
go around the community picking up donations. See Janet
Swift, Richard Long, or Jeri Duke for information and to
sign up.

VBS runs June 20-21
If you haven’t signed up your 2 year-old through rising 6th
grader (or neighbor, friend, or grandchild) for our two-day,
VBS event on Thursday, June 20, and Friday, June 21, it’s not
too late.
Our theme is “The Incredible Race.” Kids will race from
continent to continent uncovering clues and attempting
challenges as they discover that, no matter where we live,
what shade of skin we have, or what language we speak, we
are all part of the same race—the human race—and all part
of the same family from Adam and Eve.
Registration forms are available from ushers on Sundays, or
call/email the church office to have one emailed to you. We
hope you will join the fun!
To volunteer, please see Robert, Matt Stone, or Martina
Ward. Thank you!
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From your sabbatical supply pastor

Susan Reisinger, pastor

Greetings,
Sharon Youngs' sabbatical
has begun, so for the summer I will be your supply
pastor. My name is Susan
Reisinger—it’s fine to call
me Susan. I recently retired
from the Presbyterian
ministry and moved to
Shannondale in
Maryville. Most of my
ministry experience
involved serving as an
interim or transitional

minister for various
churches in New Jersey and
Pennsylvania. I’m looking
forward to working and
worshipping with you this
summer.
I am working part time, so
I will not be around all
week. I will be in the office
on Tuesday from about 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. There will be
some time off for lunch! Of
course, I will be here on
Sundays, as well. I plan to

write sermons on Thursday
at home in Maryville.
You can reach me by e-mail
(Sreisinger1201@icloud.co
m) or by telephone (856261-5436). Please note that
the area code of my cell
phone number is similar to
but different from the Oak
Ridge area code.
—Susan Reisinger

Transition for FPC website underway

Jim Tonne, webmaster
extraordinaire

FPC’s website (fpcor.org)
is undergoing a major
transition. After dedicating
“tens of thousands of
hours” to the FPC website
for 16 years, Jim Tonne has
decided to resign as webmaster. “The time has come
to hand over the baton,”
said Jim, who took over the
website work from Grimes
Slaughter in 2003.
On June 1, Matt Lindsey
will become FPC’s new
webmaster. Matt will update
the current website while
developing a template-based
website that will allow a
small team of administrators
to “drag and drop” text and
photos to the web pages.
The launch of the new website is planned for August or
September after Pastor
Sharon returns.
“Matt has been working
with me behind the scenes
to make the switch,” Jim
said. “He is a very capable
volunteer and will be an
excellent webmaster.” A
cybersecurity expert at Oak
Ridge National Laboratory,

Matt is a member of Session
and co-chair of the Finance
committee.
To enhance the current
website’s many pages, Jim
took and posted thousands
of photographs. He created
illustrated pages on the
renovation of our buildings
and the organ. He added
numerous photos to the
pages of the history of our
church and our music
programs, as well as other
pages such as the one on
the banners church folks
made.
He registered FPC’s website address, reformatted
the website so it can be
viewed on handheld
electronic devices as well
as computers, and designed
the look of the website and
its navigation menus so
users can find the information they are looking for
easily. He performed all the
HTML coding required to
build the website.
Every week he has
updated the website by
adding the weekly worship

bulletin and the link to the
sermon posted to the FPC
YouTube channel (by
Carolyn Krause, who also
works with Jim on updating
the Christian education
page). Every month he adds
the latest version of The
Banner, the church
newsletter. You can even
hear FPC’s recordings of
lectures on evangelicalism
by Phillip Sherman,
professor of religion at
Maryville College, through
the church website. And
you can visit FPC’s Facebook page without being a
member of Facebook.
Our website is a window
through which the world
can learn about the staff,
the congregation, the vision
and mission statements, the
history, the worship and
Christian education
schedule, and the many
activities of FPC. We as a
church are grateful for Jim’s
faithful service in building
and maintaining an attractive, credible, up-to-date
website for many years.
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FPC Spotlight: Kiersten Ruisard
Kiersten Ruisard joined
our congregation on May
12. She was born and
raised in Whitehouse
Station, N.J., where her
parents still live. Her
father has been the
pastor at Rockaway
Reformed Church for the
past 35 years. Kiersten
said that her mother,
who has a doctorate in
social work, “is starting a
private mental health
practice while winding
down as clinician at a
residential program for
mothers living with opioid
addiction.”
Kiersten earned a B.S.
degree in physics from
Rutgers University and a
Ph.D. in physics from the
University of Maryland.
She met her husband,
George Hine, when they
were assigned to be lab
partners; she was a junior
and he was a senior at
Rutgers. He started
working on a Ph.D. in
physics at the University
of Maryland, and Kiersten
followed him there a year
later. They were married
Oct. 6, 2018, by her
father in her family’s
home church.
“George is Catholic, so
after we moved to Oak
Ridge in August, we
started working with the
priests at St. Mary’s
Catholic Church to
prepare for the Catholic
sacrament of marriage,”
Kiesten said. “On May 11,
we celebrated our second

wedding here. We
enjoyed the chance to
introduce our families to
Oak Ridge and to honor
the new friendships we’ve
found here.”
Both were graduate
research assistants at the
university. While Kiersten
was finishing her doctoral
studies in Maryland,
George was a postdoctoral researcher for a year.
Both—she as an early
career fellow and he as a
postdoctoral research
associate—now work in
research aimed at
improving the operation
of the linear accelerator
at the Spallation Neutron
Source at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory.
Kiersten recently joined
the Oak Ridge Rowing
Association. “I am having
a blast learning the
fundamentals of rowing,”
she said. George joined
the Anderson County
Beekeeper’s Association
and recently installed his
first hive.
Both enjoy traveling and
are planning a trip to
Norway this summer.
They have visited family in
Anchorage, Alaska. As a
student attending
conferences and
collaborating on
experiments, Kiersten
traveled to several cities,
including Shanghai, China,
and Malmo, Sweden.
Why did Kiersten join
our church? “I was
looking for a church that

reminded me of home
and aligned with my
values. On my first visit
to FPC, I knew this was
someplace special. It
reminded me so strongly
of my home church and
it’s filled with interesting
people.”
FPC activities are also a
draw for them. “George
and I claimed a spot in
the community garden,
which has been very
rewarding,” Kiersten said.
“We are currently
drowning in mustard
greens.
“I’ve been attending the
Sunday School study on
climate change, which has
been a very meaningful
interaction. It really
means a lot to me that
this community is
energized to confront the
challenges of stewardship
in the face of climate
change.”

Kiersten Ruisard & George Hine
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Christian education
Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study, taught by
Sharon Youngs, meets on Wednesdays,
5:30 p.m., in the parlor. The group has
taken a break until after Labor Day.

Robert Angel

Congratulations to
Oak Ridge High School
graduate Jean-Luc Julien!

Sunday school classes through summer
Snacks and beverages provided
Nursery (through age 3), first floor, Education building
Early Birds—(adults, parlor, sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation,
and Bible study (Apocrypha). Teachers: Anne Backus and Mike Hilliard
Rise 'n' Shine—(adults, room 6, Sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation,
and Bible study (Exodus). Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah Tippett

Summer youth activities
The youth council has planned some special events for a summer full of fun, faith, and service! Youth Group activities
this summer are for rising 4th graders and older. As always friends are very welcome to participate.

Service Projects
—Sunday, June 9: Please bring canned and boxed goods for the food pantry into the sanctuary for the worship
service. Youth will collect the items for the Welcome Table. Help us to fill the wagons!
—Thursday and Friday, June 20-21, the youth will help with The Incredible Race! Vacation Bible School. We need a lot
of volunteers to help with Vacation Bible School! Youth will help with tasks such as shepherding children to classes
and serving snack and lunch. A brief orientation will be offered for youth and parents who are able to help on Sunday,
June 16, after worship, in Room 6.
—On Thursday, July 11, the youth will meet at 4:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall to help with serving food and cleaning
up at the Welcome Table dinner.
—The youth group will be assembling Gift of the Heart Kits for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance to be used for relief
efforts in areas affected by disaster. The youth will be collecting donations to make these kits, so stay tuned for more
information about how you can help.

Fun Activities
—The original date for our second annual summer hike was postponed due to rain. Be watching weekly emails from
the church and notes to parents about a new date for a hiking trip to Chimney Tops in the Great Smoky Mountains.
—On Sunday, July 28, we will have a Back-to-School Bash with a swim party at the country club (weather permitting)!
Additional information will be provided closer to the date.
We look forward to these activities and hope that everyone has a safe and wonderful summer! If you have questions
or are interested in helping with youth activities this summer and/or serving on the Youth Council, please talk to the
Director of Children and Youth Ministries Robert Angel.

Ju n e 2 0 1 9
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Pentecost offering on Sunday, June 9
On Sunday, June 9, we will receive the PC(USA) Pentecost Offering, which
helps the church encourage and support its young people and meet needs of at-risk
children. See specialofferings.pcusa.org for more information. You can make a gift
by check (with “Pentecost” on the memo line) or online, using the QR code on the
back of the announcements.

Hunger Fund offering
A Hunger Fund offering will be received during worship on June 23. Your gifts
allow Aid to Distressed Families of Appalachian Counties (ADFAC) to provide
food vouchers for its clients, as well as help support the Second Harvest food
distribution center and other local food bank ministries. Through the Hunger Fund,
FPC is also able to purchase certificates from Aldi’s and Zaxby's to assist those
who request food through the church office.
Please make checks payable to FPC with "Hunger Fund" on
the memo line or use the QR code (at left) to contribute
online. Thank you for helping to feed the hungry in our community. —Janet Swift, chair, Social Concerns committee

Minister’s discretionary fund
Each Communion Sunday you have a special opportunity to make a gift to the Minister's
Discretionary Fund, used by the pastor for emergency and pastoral needs of church
members and others in our community. You are also encouraged to keep this fund in
mind at any time. There are many needs in our community. You can make gifts payable
to First Presbyterian Church and put “MDF” on the memo line, or use the QR code on
the back page to give online. Thank you.

Fifth Sunday coming up soon!
Sunday, June 30 is a fifth Sunday, which means it’s time for a
celebration. Hot summer days call for cool treats, so plan on
joining your church family for an ice cream social after the
worship service.

T he Ba nne r
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Session news: Nov. 30 wedding, disaster assistance request
At its regular meeting in
May, Session approved
• the use of the FPC
sanctuary for the Nov. 30,
2019, wedding of Maria
Raffaele (Bob Clausing’s
granddaughter) and Florian
Dantel.
• the Youth Group’s request
to ask the congregation for
donations of items or funds

to make Gift of the Heart
hygiene kits for Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance (PDA).
• the election of Teresa
Brittain, Matt Lindsey, and
Janet Swift (alternate) as
commissioners to the
Aug. 17 meeting of the
Presbytery of East
Tennessee at First
Presbyterian Church of

Knoxville.
• Richard Alexander (as a
replacement for Trygve
Myhre) and Matt Lindsey as
authorized signers on FPC’s
Charles Schwab investment
account.
• the following members of
the Stewardship committee
for 2019: Tiffany Murray
(chair), Anne Backus, and
Sharon Youngs (ex officio).

A thank you note to FPC from the PC(USA), sent May 30, 2019
Dear Rosalyn (McKeown-Ice),
I am a mission specialist in the office of Special Offerings at the Presbyterian Mission Agency. Alonzo Johnson shared
your email that included the incredible things your congregation is doing in regard to the Educate a Child, Transform
the World Initiative, including how you use your retained funds from the Pentecost Offering to stock crisis cupboards
at the local schools. It is truly incredible to me the level of commitment the members of your congregation have to
support some of the most vulnerable young people in your community. We lift up FPCOR for its generosity and spirit!
Thank you for your participation in the Pentecost Offering and for your passion for equipping and empowering
children, youth, and young adults. Please let me know if there is ever any way I can support you or your congregation.
Blessings, Lauren W. Rogers
Special Offerings, Presbyterian Mission Agency

The magic of this year’s
flower garden begins
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Bits ‘n’ pieces
FPC Women’s lunch
The FPC women will gather at Razzleberry’s for lunch on Monday, June 10,
at 12:30 p.m. Razzleberry’s is one of several local restaurants that donates a
portion of their profits to ADFAC the second Monday each month.

FPC Men’s lunch:
The FPC men meet for lunch each Monday at 11:30 a.m. at The Soup Kitchen.

Summer reading...
You are invited to join Pastor Sharon in adding Canoeing the Mountains: Christian
Leadership in Uncharted Territory by Tod Bolsinger (InterVarsity Press) to your
summer reading list. We’ll discuss it when Sharon is back from sabbatical. It’s
available in several formats from amazon.com (be sure to note the author’s
name as there is another book by a similar title on amazon) — or talk with
Anna Robinson about borrowing a copy to read and then pass on to the next
person.

Men’s Lunch group ate at Canterfield recently
Bob Clausing, a resident of Canterfield of Oak Ridge, invited the FPC Men’s Lunch
group to join him and Boyd Coker on a recent Monday in the private dining room of
the building housing the retirement assisted-living community. (Photo below) The men
enjoyed feasting on spinach quiche, bacon, hash browns, and sausage pinwheels, served
by the gracious, attentive food-service staff.
Jim Tonne took photos of the men present: Boyd Coker (left), Roger Ryburn, Grimes
Slaughter, Bob Clausing, Jere Duke, Chuck Coutant, Fred Haywood, Herb Krause, and
Bob Cantrell. The Men’s Lunch group usually eats at the Soup Kitchen every Monday
but a return visit to Canterfield appears likely.

6/4
6/6
6/8
6/11
6/13
6/14
6/16
6/19
6/22
6/23
6/23
6/24
6/27
6/30

June birthdays
Shirley Frykman
Vivian Jung
Teresa Fulcher
Matt Lindsey
Janet Alexander
Jay Billings
Ashley Hadden
Sharon Youngs
Omer Breeden
Anne Campbell
George Darko
Maxine Vaden
Dennis Strickler
Bonnie Murray

...and anniversaries
6/7
Sydney & Tiffany
Murray
6/12 Chuck & Dale
Hadden
6/16 Pat & Wayne Clark
6/17 Gene Ice & Rosalyn
McKeown-Ice
6/18 Janet & Richard
Alexander
6/20 Jeannie & Lee
Trowbridge
6/29 Fred & Sally
Haywood
Congratulations!
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June Worship Volunteers

Sunday, June 2
Liturgist: Eric Myers
Time with Children: Chuck Hadden
First Steps: Robert Angel, Pam Angel, Daisy Campen
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Gray
Counters: Anne Backus, Colin Colverson
Flowers: Melissa Haynes
Nametags: Fred & Sally Haywood
Fellowship: Deb & Matt Stone
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, June 16
Liturgist: Colin Colverson
Time with Children: Colin Colverson
First Steps: Matt Stone, Deb Stone, Debbie Bostick
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team I, led by Irene Darko
Counters: Jeri Duke, Jim Tonne
Flowers: Ashley Hadden
Nametags: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Fellowship: Lou Dunlap, Shirley Sauls
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, June 9
Liturgist: Steve Layendecker
Time with Children: Mike Hilliard
First Steps: Teresa Brittain, Mimi Tilley, Martina
Ward
Sound Guild: Carolyn Krause
Ushers: Team IV, led by Dennis Strickler
Counters: Matt Lindsey, Dennis Strickler
Flowers: Chuck & Dale Hadden
Nametags: Ryan & Wes Tilley, and family
Fellowship: Daisy Campen, Gretchen Drane
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, June 23
Liturgist: Martina Ward
Time with Children: Gene Ice
First Steps: Robert Angel, Pam Angel
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Team II, led by George Darko
Counters: Walt Porter, Dan Terpstra
Flowers: Peggy Ricks
Nametags: Lou Dunlap, Shirley Sauls
Fellowship: Candice & Dennis Strickler
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Choir rehearsals on Sundays
for the summer
The adult choir will not have regular Wednesday
rehearsals in June and July. We will continue to
sing in worship each Sunday, so we will meet at
9:45 a.m. in the choir room for a brief rehearsal.
All are welcome to join us, for one Sunday or
several Sundays. Anthems will be familiar and easy
to sing. If you've thought about singing with the
choir but haven't been able to commit to regular
rehearsals, the summer choir is for you. You'll find
our choir members to be a warm and welcoming
bunch, and the music will be fun to sing. And, we
have the best (and most comfortable) seats in the
house for worship!
—Anna Thomas, director of music for FPC

Sunday, June 30
Liturgist: Dave Mullins
Time with Children: Chris Iversen
First Steps: Martina Ward, Susan Sharp, Anna
Robinson
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Grey
Counters: Bill Bostick, Colin Colverson
Flowers: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Nametags: TBA
Fellowship: Carolyn & Herb Krause
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Anna Thomas, music director

June 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

2

3

4

5

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
12 pm Church Life
& Witness meeting

11:30 Men’s lunch

9:30 Prayer shawl grp
11 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer
1 pm Welcome team
1 pm committee mtg

11:30 Al Anon

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

10

11

12

11:30 Men’s lunch
12:30 Women’s
lunch

11 am Staff meeting
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11:30 Al Anon

6 pm Social
concerns mtg
6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 Property &
Maintenance mtg
6:30 Guitar workshop

16

17

18

19

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

11:30 Men’s lunch

10 am Book forum
11 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11:30 Al Anon

6 pm Social
Concerns mtg.
6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

6:30 Session mtg

23

24

25

26

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

11:30 Men’s lunch

11 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11:30 Al Anon

9
9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

Thu
6

13

5 pm Welcome
Table
20

Fri

Sat

7

8

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

14

15

7:30 Chinese
Bible study
21

6 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon
22

Vacation Bible School

27

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

28

29

1 pm ORICL
book club

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

30

1 July

2

3

9 am Sun. school
9:45 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
11:30 Fifth Sun.
Celebration

11:30 Men’s lunch

9:30 Prayer shawl grp
11 am staff mtg
12:15 Centering
Prayer
1 pm Welcome team

11:30 Al Anon

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

Please note this calendar is subject to change. Check fpcor.org for real-time calendar.

4

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

5

6

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

Church office closed
Happy 4th of July!
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

