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All-church picnic slated
for May 29
Save the date! The Congregational Care & Welcome Committee will be
sponsoring a Fifth Sunday
picnic on the church
grounds after the worship
service on Sunday, May 29.
Details to follow!

Fact: Closing down a church for a pandemic is fairly cut-and-dried. Opening back up,
however, is an ongoing process. One thing for certain, where we were B.C. (before
COVID) is not where we are or will be when the pandemic has waned. which is both
exciting in some ways and perplexing in others. Here are some examples:
While Sunday mornings are beginning to resemble B.C. times, parents are still waiting on
a vaccine for their youngest children, which means they are waiting to attend activities in
person, and we are waiting to reopen our nursery. When we do reopen it, we already
know that staffing it will be a challenge—and not having a nursery is not a viable option.
How will we address that?
Amazingly, with only a couple of exceptions, FPC has provided live worship online
throughout the pandemic. As we return to in-person worship and reintroduce elements
such as Time with the Children (two-minute conversation with kiddos in the sanctuary)
and First Steps (separate activity for children in the fellowship hall during the sermon),
we are reminded that it’s one thing to offer activities; it’s another thing to have enough
volunteers to coordinate and lead them. How will we address that?
Having a time for fellowship after worship is a vital lifeline to maintaining ties with one
another. We have resumed offering delectable Donut Palace goodies and coffee/lemonade
in the fellowship hall, but we need hosts to set, serve, and clean it all up. How will we
address that?
For myriad reasons, when we finally reach post-pandemic times, some folks will choose
to participate in person, while some will choose to remain connected virtually. How does
that inform what we do about the examples mentioned above and others on the horizon?
Are we in a predicament or are we being given an opportunity?
Look for invitations this summer on ways you can offer input on these matters, and how
you (yes, you) can put your God-given skills and gifts to work in and through this community of faith.

It’s the merry month of May at FPC!
The month of May is a
time of celebration here at
First Presbyterian Church!
Check it out:
Youth Pride Day is back
this year. On Saturday, May
7, noon to 5:00 p.m.,
LGBTQ youth and allies will
gather outdoors at FPC for
music, meditation, games,
and more (see page 3).
Youth Sunday is on Mother’s Day, May 8. What better way to celebrate

mothers than with children
and youth leading worship
that morning (see page 4).
The space outside the main
entrance to the sanctuary
will soon be populated with
this year’s wonderland of
flowers, thanks to master
gardener and designer Ann
Hensley and the hard work
of those who plant and tend
them—especially Priscilla
Campbell.

Our Fifth Sunday event on
May 29 will be an all-church
picnic. It’s a great way to
launch the unofficial start of
summer.
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From
Fromyour
yourpastor
pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

Hands down, spring is my
favorite season of the year.
It’s not that I hate the other
three (well, autumn comes
awfully close), it’s just that
there’s something amazingly
wonderful about springtime.
New life is bursting forth in
every direction and cannot
be contained, which fits
hand-in-glove with the good
news of Easter!
The view from the ridge
changes with the full arrival
of spring. Part of my morning routine is to hold Punkin
the cat and gaze out the
window to experience the
gift of another new day.
From our vantage point, she
and I can see the Smokies
on a clear day in the winter.
But now, with leaves nearing full growth, that longdistance view morphs into a
scan of our more immediate
surroundings—bunnies,
birds, bees, and blossoms—
which appears to delight
Punkin’s heart to no end.

While I miss the mountains
in the distance, she is
reminding me of the fascination of paying attention to
what’s right under our noses.
That rhythm of shifting our
gaze from the horizon to a
more immediate context
happens in each of our lives.
To be sure, Bert and Andre,
our high school seniors, are
beginning to gaze intently at
the horizon as they ponder
the next chapter of their
college years. Meanwhile, our
gardeners are paying close
attention to planting seeds
and prepping flower beds.
Our life as a congregation
has a similar rhythm, as well.
For the past two years, we
have scanned the horizon for
a hint of what “church” will
look like post-pandemic.
While we will continue to do
that, as well as seek ways to
respond in tangible ways to
the atrocities of war and other substantial issues in the
world, the relocation of the

church offices from the
Activities building to the
Sanctuary building will
necessitate paying close
attention to details at hand.
The seasons of life—in
nature, in our lives, and in
the church—are dynamic
and always revolving. I’m
grateful that God’s providential care never wanes,
regardless of the season.
And I look forward to seeing the Smokies again from
the ridge—in due time.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

FPC’s Welcome Table
Thursday, May 12, 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
(drive-thru only during COVID)
The Welcome Table, our monthly community meal ministry, will
be distributing taco soup and groceries on Thursday, May 12
(drive-thru only). If you would like to help, tasks include cooking,
packing, or distributing meals. Please let Sharon know if you’re
interested [fpcpastor@live.com or (865) 771-7178].

Drivers line up to receive soup and groceries at the
April welcome table.
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FPC’s Youth Pride event is back!
Youth Pride is happening again after two years of COVID restrictions. We
are planning an all-outdoor event with COVID protocols on Saturday, May 7,
from noon to 5:00 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church. We appreciate the support the congregation has given us in the past.
Here’s how you can assist us this year:
(1) Help with setup and cleanup on May 7;
(2) provide individually packaged snacks, including homemade ones
(put them in individual baggies);
(3) help spread the word. Posters for the event can be seen at https://
bit.ly/3vLx5og .
If you wish to volunteer or have questions, please contact me at backusanne@comcast.net or (865) 556-3099. —Anne Backus

Adult Sunday school Bible studies begin new books
Now is a great time to join one of our Sunday school Bible studies:
-Early Birds class (online) is studying Romans
-Rise ‘n Shine class (in person and online) is launching into Judges.
Both classes meet at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.

Dale Hadden puts her painting skills to work on
the all-church workday.

Check out our new Instagram account!
Find us by searching
@firstpresbyterianchurchor or by using this
QR code.
Following us on Instagram will be an easy
way to stay up to date on our most recent
posts and upcoming events.

Conversation on Loss returns to
in-person gatherings
In December 2019, our first Conversation
on Loss group met following the Service of
Memory and Hope. We have continued to
meet monthly since that time, moving to
virtual meetings when necessary because of
the pandemic.
Our gatherings provide support and space
for healthy conversation for those navigating any type of loss. Individuals are encouraged to attend for as long as they feel
the need or desire to participate, and newcomers are always welcome.
We returned to an in-person format last
month and will continue to do so as long as
COVID case numbers remain low. We
meet on the fourth Sunday of each month,
except in November and December when
we meet on the third Sunday because of
the holidays. We gather in the parlor of the
Sanctuary building after worship for an
hour. Those who attend are asked to bring
a potluck dish to share with the group
(though folks are welcome to attend if they
don’t have a dish).
Our next meeting is May 22.
If you are interested in attending or have
any questions, please contact Elaine Wilson
(edw1955@aol.com), who facilitates each
gathering.
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Youth Sunday
Some of you parents may have talked to Sherrie, Sharon, or me, or your children may have heard about it at our
April meeting. We're organizing our youth to take leadership of the Sunday worship service on May 8. Bert Everitt
and Andrei Darko have taken charge of the sermon, but we need young readers to serve as liturgists, teachers for
“time with the adults,” and after-worship fellowship hosts. And we hope to have acolytes from the youngest of the
group.
We will be taking a deeper dive into some of these roles with Sharon at the May 1 Youth Group meeting. We will
also be asking folks to arrive a bit early on May 8 (9:40 a.m.) to receive final instructions.
Your assignment: If someone from the Christian Education Committee talked to you already but you realize you
won’t be able to make it on May 8, please let us know. Or, if we have not spoken with you directly but you will be
around and your youth wants to participate, please let us know soon. Thanks! —Kiersten Ruisard
Expanding Horizons at Maryville College
Expanding Horizons is a week-long summer program at Maryville College for students who have completed grades
9-12 (https://www.maryvillecollege.edu/about/faith/mast/expanding-horizons/).
FPC normally covers half the cost of tuition for this. Thanks to generous support from Maryville College, we can
send up to three students at no cost to families. For the no-cost option, Maryville needs the application by May 15.
Let Sherrie or me know if you are interested or have questions. —Kiersten Ruisard

For children (3rd grade and younger):
First Steps will run through May 22 and then take a break for the summer. Blue activity
bags are hanging on the coat rack in the Narthex for use during services year-round.

For youth (4th through 12th grades):
May 1, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.: meeting in the fellowship hall for a meal, a lesson by Sherrie
Fairchild-Keyes, and final planning for Youth Sunday.
May 8, arrive at 9:40 a.m.: Youth Sunday
June 5, time TBD: end-of-school party at Peggy Claiborne’s lake house
We will also participate with the presbytery-wide “Small but Mighty Youth Group.” —Kiersten Ruisard

The youth pack groceries and help distribute meals for the
April Welcome Table

Sharon with one of the children on Holy
Humor Sunday
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Why PET meeting May 17 will be held at the Sequoyah Birthplace Museum
One attendee at FPC’s “Let’s
Talk about It” class featuring David
Hackett was Rev. Ann Brunger, a
retired Presbyterian pastor from
Blount County and member of the
Presbyterian Peacemaking Committee of the Presbytery of East
Tennessee. She was asked why the
next quarterly meeting of the PET,
on May 17, will be held at the
Sequoyah Birthplace Museum in
Vonore. The museum celebrates
the life of Sequoyah (1776-1843),
an illiterate soldier, silversmith,
statesman, and creator of the
Cherokee writing system. Here
are excerpts of what she said.
“When the Presbytery of East
Tennessee became a Matthew 25
presbytery, part of our denominational initiative to focus on systemic poverty, structural racism, and
revitalization of congregations, our
Peacemaking Committee considered how we might be part of that
whole initiative. Our current challenge is to look at racism from the
angle of the relationship between
white people and the Indigenous
Peoples of East Tennessee. We
saw that there are different forms
of racism, such as white people
being indifferent or ignorant. Some

Rev. Ann Brunger is a Presbyterian
leader in exploring the past
relationship between white people
and the Indigenous Peoples, including
the Cherokees and Yuchis,
in East Tennessee.

say we’re here, we love this area,
we own this property, and we
don’t care who came before us.
“The other end of the spectrum
is concern about what white
American government did in
removing and relocating the
Indigenous Peoples in the 1830s.
The greed of Southerners to take
over the natives’ land is a form of
racism. So, since our committee
wanted to get the presbytery
thinking about these injustices, we
proposed having the May 17 presbytery meeting at the Sequoyah
Birthplace Museum.
“The most well-known missionary here was Gideon Blackburn,
who came to pastor the Eusebia
Presbyterian and New Providence
Presbyterian churches in Maryville
founded by Archibald Scott, a
Presbyterian missionary who
arrived here in 1786. Blackburn
founded boarding schools to
teach English, reading, writing, and
arithmetic to Cherokee children
and the offspring of white men
married to Cherokee women.
“Blackburn’s goal was to
‘Christianize and civilize’ the Indigenous Peoples. In that we see
racist attitudes that white

education, religion, and customs
are superior. These Scotch-Irish
missionaries were not interested
in learning the natives’ language
nor were they sensitive to local
customs. That’s the heritage
we’ve got. Our goal is to explore
this history with the love of God
and great humility.”
She suggested that at the PET’s
next annual meeting at John
Knox Center, Presbyterian leaders might take time to learn
more about the Yuchis and their
temple mounds there.
David said he has been meeting
with colleges to help them each
draft a Land Acknowledgment, a
formal statement that recognizes
and respects Indigenous Peoples
as traditional stewards of this
land. He also noted that Sequoyah is not a Cherokee name
but rather a Yuchi word meaning
“woodpecker talker.”
—Carolyn Krause

Sequoyah Birthplace Museum in Vonore will be the site of the PET meeting May 17.
The meeting will also be held over Zoom.
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John Knox Center, temple mounds, and the forgotten Yuchis

David Hackett tells an FPC
Sunday school class via Zoom
that “Tennessee” is based on
the Yuchi words
“tana” (brother) and
“tse” (waters), referring to the
coming together of rivers such
as the Holston and French
Broad to make the Tennessee
River.

A temple mound at John Knox
Center, where churches in the
Presbytery of East Tennessee
hold meetings and retreats.

David Hackett, an Oak
Ridge ethnohistorian with
Yuchi ancestry, told FPC’s
“Let’s Talk about It” Sunday
school class that he’s
“pleased” the Presbytery of
East Tennessee is preserving
the two temple mounds and
a woodland mound that the
Yuchi people built centuries
ago on land now occupied
by PET’s John Knox Center
in Roane County.
“I spent two afternoons
there,” he said. “I found fossils and artifacts and gave
them to the staff along with
a list of Yuchi words with
English translations for the
students.” One such word is
“Tennessee.”
What is not being preserved so well in current
Tennessee history books are
facts concerning the longterm presence of the Yuchi,
Lenape, Natchez, Shawnee,
and other Native American
tribes in the fertile Tennessee River valley while the
Cherokee tribes lived in the
less fertile Great Smoky
Mountains.
In the 1950s, David said,
the Yuchis were included in
children’s history textbooks
but in the 1990s, “the Yuchis

were written out and the
Cherokees were written in
Tennessee history books.”
One reason is that the Cherokees are seeking funds to
do archaeological studies.
Also, the Cherokee people,
long considered more
“civilized” than other tribes
by white government officials
and others, have federal
recognition. The Yuchi people have not received federal
recognition despite David’s
efforts. However, their presence here is acknowledged
in a recent U.S. Senate bill.
The Cherokee Nation grew
as other tribe members
joined it, abandoning their
language and culture, to
avoid being considered
“savages” that white men
were more likely to kill. As a
result, local museums suggest erroneously that the
Cherokees were the dominant tribe in East Tennessee.
David presented these facts
about the Yuchis. They arrived 3000 years ago from
Central America and intermingled with Lenape and
other Indigenous Peoples
who were hunters and gatherers. The Yuchis traded in
salt, shells, and copper. Salt

is a vital nutrient for mammals and humans who grow
and eat corn, beans, and
squash. The Yuchis followed
animal trails to salt licks and
built villages by salty springs
(e.g., Oliver Springs). “By
controlling the salt springs
and the theocracy,” David
said, “the Yuchis were
among the most powerful
people throughout the
Southeast.”
The Yuchi priests conducted the Green Corn Rite, a
periodic religious ceremony
for all Indigenous Peoples
that helped make the Southeast more peaceful than Europe before the mid-1500s.
The Spanish explorers arrived then and brought diseases (smallpox, measles, flu)
that killed 90% of the
Indigenous people here.
Building mounds and
bamboo-clay temples on top
was an important practice of
the Green Corn ceremony.
Mounds were likely built
both to bring the Yuchis
closer to the sun and deities
and to protect the temples
from floods.
—Carolyn Krause

Upcoming topics for the “Let’s Talk about It” class
May 1: Rob Fohr, director of Faith-Based Investing and Corporate Engagement.
Rob is the PC(USA) staff person responsible for the Mission Responsibility Through Investment Committee, through
whom fossil fuel divestment discussions have been handled.
May 8: Discussion of PBS Frontline's "The Power of Big Oil," part 1: Denial, and part 2: Doubt.
May 15: Anne Backus and John Jaruzel, along with the Early Birds Sunday School class, will talk about gay and
transgender issues in Tennessee.
May 22: Mark Banker, retired Webb School history teacher and member of Bethel Presbyterian Church, will discuss
interactions between Presbyterian missionaries and Native Americans, as well as challenges to teaching history in Tennessee.
May 29: TBA; last session before summer break.
The class gathers on Sunday mornings, 9:00 a.m., via Zoom. Contact Dan Terpstra for the link: danterpstramail@gmail.com.

May 2022
Our financial snapshot: first quarter 2022
Through the first quarter
of 2022, we are running a surplus of $42,491. Current contributions and total
income are well ahead of projections and are also well ahead of where we were at this time last year. Beyond the
anticipated periodic contributions, several members have made substantial one-time donations. We do not anticipate this level of quarterly income to persist throughout the year. We are realizing significant investment income.
Most realize that the stock market is down for the year; however, our annual investment
income is based on last year’s performance.
Our expenses were less than budgeted. Typically, several of our programs start slowly at the beginning of the year
as new Session members take over the reins of their committees, so their expenditures were below their monthly
annual projections. Our staff expenditures were also below budget and were lower than last year since the Office
Manager
position was vacant for two months, the Youth Director position has been filled on a part-time basis, and we are
not paying for nursery workers at the moment.
While we don’t budget on a monthly basis, the budgeted column (see below) reflects what we might
expect if our annual income and expenses occurred on a consistent basis month after month.
—David Mullins, FPC treasurer
Actual through March 31

Budgeted through March 31

Contributions

115,552

78,500

Other Income

12,483

12,325

Total Income

128,035

90,825

Expenses

85,544

97,742

Surplus/(Deficit)

42,491

(6,917)

Help for Ukrainians
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is working with several ecumenical church
partners in offering relief assistance to the people of Ukraine. In addition to prayer, the
best way to help at present is with a financial donation. Here are the ways to give:
online at https://bit.ly/3q1iK5h; call (800) 872-3238; text PDUAKR to 41444; check
payable to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) with “DR000156-Ukraine” on the memo line.
Your check can be dropped off in an offering plate or the office and FPC will be sure it
is sent to PC(USA).
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Photo gallery

Peggy Terpstra and Jason Goodman
offer their rendition of American Gothic
as they plant our new dogwood tree.
Chuck Hadden plants blueberry bushes
during the all-church workday.

Mimi Tilley and Vivian Jung pause to pose as they
distribute flowers on Easter Sunday morning.

Easter Sunday flowering of the cross

A moment to meditate on Good Friday

The Memorial Garden gets freshened up for spring.
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Last but not least...

Weekly gatherings
Sundays:
9:00 a.m.

Early Birds; Rise ‘n’ Shine;
Let’s Talk About It

Mondays:
Noon

Tuesdays:
12:15 p.m.

May birthdays
Centering prayer

Wednesdays:
6:30 p.m.
Space for God book study

Men’s Zoom lunch

Monthly gatherings
•
•
•
•
•

Piece for Peace Sisters, first Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., room 102, Activities building
Brewing Questions, first Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., via Zoom
Conversation on Loss, fourth Sundays, 1:00 p.m., parlor, Sanctuary building
Coffee Chat, fourth Mondays, 9:30 a.m., room 6, Sanctuary building and via zoom
Uncensored, last Saturdays, 9:00 a.m., room 102 kitchen, Activities building
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links and details.)

5/2
5/3
5/3
5/5
5/9
5/13
5/13
5/15
5/18
5/23
5/24
5/25
5/27
5/27
5/28
5/28
5/28
5/29
5/30
5/31

Megan Stone
Pat Clark
Ann Johnson
Richard Long
Dean Eyman
Jacob Woosley
Rebekah Young
Carl Lyster
Phyllis Phillips
Brian Hoppestead
Jeri Duke
Teresa Myrick
Julia Cantrell
Janet Heil
Chuck Hadden
Melissa Haynes
Shirley Sauls
Peggy Terpstra
Irene Darko
Elaine Wilson

May anniversaries
5/1
5/8
5/10
5/15
5/16

Session committees leadership
Christian Education
Kiersten Ruisard
Sherrie Fairchild-Keyes
Congregational Care
& Welcome
Patty Barlow

Property & Maintenance
Dan Terpstra
Jason Goodman
Social Concerns
Jo Kendrick
Linda Driver

Finance
Don Spong

Stewardship
Joe Everitt

Human Resources
Peggy Hilliard

Worship
Elaine Wilson
Camille Graves

5/20
5/20
5/23

Doug & Valerie Allen
Bob & Teresa Fulcher
Connor & Marjorie
Matthews
Wendy & Eric Myers
Randy & Tammy
Pietrzak
Sharon & William
Becker
David & Mary Mullins
Donald Spong
& Janet Swift
Congratulations!

First Presbyterian Church
P.O. Box 6106
Oak Ridge, TN 37831
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