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Good news! With a few exceptions, Sunday mornings are beginning to resemble a
typical Sunday morning BC (before COVID) here at FPC. Masks and physical distancing
are now optional, congregational singing has resumed, and the choir is back to full force.
Soon we anticipate the return of hymnals to the pews, as well as the passing of offering
plates and Communion elements among worshipers.
FPC groups and classes can now meet in person and use the fellowship hall and room 102
kitchens; however, we are waiting a bit longer before allowing community groups to utilize
the kitchens. Sit-down Welcome Table meals are still off in the distance.
Worship services will continue to be livestreamed, beginning with the prelude at 10:20
a.m. The livestream link is the same each week: https://bit.ly/3oXYgcV. The services will
also continue to be simulcast in the fellowship hall for those who would like to worship in
person but need or prefer additional space. Worship bulletins are available on the FPC
website (www.fpcor.org). If you would like a hard copy mailed to you, please let Madison
know (fpcadmin@comcast.net or 483-1318).
The Task Force on Reopening will continue to monitor COVID cases in our area. If a
surge develops, we will return to the protocols we’ve had for these past many months.

Holy Week and Easter activities begin Apr. 10
Holy Humor Sunday
coming Apr. 24
Heads up! Holy Humor
Sunday returns on Apr.
24. Bring a joke (suitable
for church) to share during worship. After worship, the Congregational
Care & Welcome Committee will share snacks
suitable for the occasion
(Jolly Rogers, Almond
Joy, etc.).

We will soon near the end
of our journey through Lent
and make the turn toward
Holy Week and Easter. Passion/Palm Sunday on Apr.
10 begins Holy Week,
which marks the events in
the final days of Jesus’ earthly life. That morning’s worship service will begin with
great fanfare, including special music by Shauntina Phillips, only to shift toward a
more somber tone with a
dramatic reading of the Passion Narrative. The service
concludes with the stripping
of the sanctuary, leaving it
bare of Paraments and banners until Easter morning.
We will mark Maundy
Thursday, Apr. 14, with a
Communion service at 6:30
p.m. The service remem-

bers Jesus’ Last Supper with
the disciples.
Our observance of Good
Friday, Apr. 15, will include
self-guided prayer stations in
the sanctuary, along with a
full-sized labyrinth in the
fellowship hall. The labyrinth
and prayer stations will be
available between noon and
2:00 p.m. that day.
The Easter Sunday worship
service will begin with a
brass ensemble prelude at
10:20 a.m. Included in the
service will be the Flowering
of the Cross (please bring
cut flowers if you have
them), the receiving of the
One Great Hour of Sharing
special offering, and the congregation singing Handel’s
“Hallelujah” chorus. After
worship, children are invited

to the soccer field for FPC’s
annual Easter egg hunt
(please bring your own basket).
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Sharon Youngs, pastor

The joy of Easter morning
is a moment in the life of
the church that is unsurpassed. The exclamation,
“Christ is risen! Christ is
risen, indeed!” sends my
heart soaring. But right on
the heels of that wondrous
news comes the story of
Thomas, who needs to see
Christ in person to know
for sure that the wondrous
news is real. Shortly afterward, when the disciples,
including Thomas, are together, Jesus appears
among them and invites
Thomas to touch his scars
from the crucifixion. Standing before Thomas is not a
manufactured, unblemished,
six-million-dollar replica of
a body. It is the same Jesus
as before, scars and all, to
prove that the resurrection
is real, and that death has
been soundly defeated.
This will be our first Easter in two years where
(fingers crossed) COVID
protocols are not

front-and-center. Brass instruments, congregational
singing, and more—talk
about sending my heart
soaring! How nice it would
be to gather on the Day of
Resurrection as a community of faith that bears no
scars from having been in
the intense grip of this pandemic. But the scars are
quite real—from the loss of
loved ones to the loss of
employment, to the loss of
community and companionship, to the loss of some
aspects of our church life
that may never be what they
were BC (before COVID),
to unnamed losses that we
have yet to discover.
None of us will come out
of the pandemic untouched
in some way. To me, that
makes coming together
once again as the body of
Christ that much more
meaningful. Together, we
bear the scars of a truly
tough time, which, to be
honest, is not completely

behind us. But we also gather as the body of the risen
Christ. Yes, we bear scars,
but we also bear the reality
and the hope of resurrection. We are still here—
different in some respects,
but the same at the core of
our being. In the words of
the apostle Paul, “…we are
experiencing all kinds of
trouble, but we are not
crushed … knocked down,
but not knocked out” (2
Cor. 4:7-10).
Christ is risen! He is risen,
indeed!
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

FPC’s Welcome Table
Thursday, April 14, 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
(drive-thru only during COVID)
FPC youth will be joining volunteers this month for the Welcome Table. If you would like to help, tasks include cooking,
packing, or distributing meals. Please let Sharon know if you’re
interested (fpcpastor@live.com or (865) 771-7178).
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10 Things you might not know about
Madison Hinkle, our new office manager
Here are 10 things you might not know about me:
1. I grew up in Knoxville and have lived in East Tennessee all my life.
2. When I was growing up, summers were spent picking and putting up beans and corn
from my grandfather’s garden. Popaw grew (and cooked) the best green beans; now I will
never be able to bring myself to eat store-bought beans.
3. When I was a teenager, I spent my time working on a farm in Grainger County and helping a farrier, which sometimes included wrestling horses and donkeys. People were usually
shocked that a 15-year-old girl would be up for that. The farm was a mixture of Percherons and Tennessee Walking Horses (and sometimes one goat).
4. My favorite color is green. Specifically, forest green because it is the color of trees.
5. My favorite food is currently barbecue, but that answer may change weekly.
6. My boyfriend Sam and I have been together for seven-and-a-half years.
7. My mother is Peggy Hinkle, your favorite organist and a music professor at Pellissippi
State Community College. My father, Michael Hinkle, works for the city of Gatlinburg as its
IT director and is a pastor in Jefferson City. I have two brothers, Jarrod and Josiah.
8. I have two cats. Meanness is 17; she is always trying to find a lap to sit on. Her son,
Marshmallow, is 15 and will hold entire conversations with you. His favorite topic is complaining about his lack of treats.
9. I enjoy nature photography and, coupled with my efforts to identify trees, this hobby
often turns a two-mile hike into a three- to five-hour excursion.
10. I enjoy cooking and baking, and I make great cinnamon rolls. I also enjoy attempting
new forms of wood-based art such as wood burning and making prints of tree growth
rings.
Madison Hinkle with her
boyfriend Sam Green

Madison’s family members at Max Patch,
a popular bald in Pisgah National Forest

Madison’s cousin, Audrianna,
during a hike in 2020

Fall colors in the Smoky Mountains
November 2021 by Madison Hinkle
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Children and youth
Youth Summit
In February we sent a small group to the Presbytery Youth Summit in Camp Holston (Banner Elk, N.C.). It was an
awesome, jam-packed weekend. The Presbytery Youth Committee put together an excellent program headlined by
keynote speaker Pastor Beth Benz-Wittington. The theme of the weekend was "Matthew 25." If you were wondering,
yes, we did watch the goats and sheep parable scene from Godspell a good number of times.
More about Mr. Rogers
The Christian Education Committee would like to recommend some resources for contemplation this Lent, following the theme of "Lessons from Mr. Rogers." The book The Simple Faith of Mr. Rogers by Amy Hollingsworth is a quick
read that offers a religious perspective; it is available in both print and audio book. The nine-episode podcast Finding
Fred offers a more secular perspective. Warning: the episode "Beth" is a real tear-jerker. Both book and podcast
explore the legacy of Mr. Rogers, from his incredible lessons to challenging decisions and grounding principles.

For children (3rd grade and younger):
First Steps during worship has resumed for children 3rd grade and younger. The activity is tied to the liturgical calendar and readings. We have materials available on request for our remote attendees by contacting Lee Robinson
(luvs2read65@yahoo.com).
Children are invited to the soccer field after worship on Easter Sunday, Apr. 17, for our
traditional Easter egg hunt. Please bring your own basket.

For youth (4th through 12th grades):
Apr. 3, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.: dinner, fellowship, and activities re: Welcome Table
Apr. 14, 4:45 to 6:15 p.m.: assist with Welcome Table distribution
May 1, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.: planting crops in the Welcome Garden with Peggy Terpstra
June 5, time TBD: end-of-school party at Peggy Claiborne’s lake house
We will also participate with the presbytery-wide “Small but Mighty Youth Group.”—Kiersten Ruisard

Despite having been on this earth longer,
and winning the Acapella Disney Song
competition, the chaperone-only team did
not win at Glow Trivia.

Learning to shred at Sugar Mountain

The weekend ended with a Sunday
morning service. During Sunday collection
we offered up our name tags as well as
our spiritual gifts.
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FPC certified for 11th year as Earth Care Congregation
First Presbyterian
Church of Oak Ridge has
been certified as an Earth
Care Congregation by the
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.)’s Presbyterian Hunger Program through February 2023. This is the 11th
year that our church has
been recognized as an Earth
Care Congregation. The
honor speaks to the great
commitment our church
has made to care for God’s
earth, from planting and
maintaining community gardens to installing LED lights
in buildings to reduce energy use and emissions.

To become an Earth Care
Congregation, our congregation affirmed an Earth
Care Pledge to integrate
environmental practices and
thinking into our worship
services, education, facilities, and outreach activities.
The Earth Care Congregation certification is designed
to recognize churches that
make the commitment to
take seriously God’s charge
to “till and keep” the garden.
Started in 2010 by the PC
(USA), the goal of this program is to inspire churches
to care for God’s earth in a
holistic way by integrating

earth care into all aspects of
church life and by encouraging other churches to do so.
The other churches in the
Presbytery of East Tennessee
to be certified are Bethel
Presbyterian Church in Kingston and New Providence
Presbyterian Church in
Maryville.—Carolyn Krause

One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Easter Sunday
Around the world, millions of
people lack access to sustainable
food sources, clean water, sanitation, education, and opportunity.
One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS), which will be received at
FPC on Easter Sunday, makes a
difference in the world through
three impactful programs:
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance works alongside communities as they recover and find hope
after the devastation of natural or
human-caused disasters.
Presbyterian Hunger Program takes action to alleviate hunger and systemic causes of poverty
so all may be fed.
Self-Development of People
invests in communities responding
to their experiences of racism, oppression, poverty, and injustice and
educates Presbyterians about the
impact of these societal ills.

OGHS is a long-standing ecumenical effort aimed at raising
the funds necessary to provide
relief and reconstruction for
communities in the aftermath
of disaster. Your gift helps support projects in more than 100
countries.

Please make checks payable
to FPC with "OGHS" on the
memo line or use the QR
code on The Banner cover to
contribute online.
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Russian-Ukraine war topic of FPC class

Gary Payton speaks virtually
to an FPC class
about the horrific
Russian-Ukrainian conflict.

Speaking to 30 attendees
of FPC’s virtual “Let’s Talk
about It” class from his
home in Santa Fe, N.M.,
Gary Payton said, “This war
is the most serious crisis
since the Cuban missile crisis of 1962. What makes
the Russian attacks on
Ukrainian cities and civilians
so horrific is that we see
street scenes and people
that look like what we see
in Oak Ridge or Santa Fe.
“This war is not like
American wars in the jungles in South Vietnam, the
deserts in Iraq and Kuwait,
the hills in Afghanistan.
In those wars we Americans
did not have the cultural
affinity and sense of
connection that we feel for
the Ukrainians—similar to
the shared identity Americans felt with European allies attacked in World War
II. Ukraine is westward
looking, desirous of European integration, modern and
moving to its own degree of
independence and selfidentity.”
In Gary’s early career as
an Air Force officer, he was
involved with monitoring
Soviet Union military

actions and its landing of
long-range ICBM test missiles in Eastern Siberia. Later, he became a commander of a squadron that flew
(and still flies) long-range
reconnaissance aircraft
around the periphery of the
Soviet Union.
“Then I worked in the
Presbyterian Peacemaking
Program of the Presbyterian Mission Agency,” he said.
“I made 25 trips over 14
years to meet with church
partners in Belarus, Poland,
Russia, and Ukraine. I even
enjoyed a fish sandwich at
the first McDonald’s to
open in Moscow.” All
McDonald’s restaurants in
Russia are now closed because of its Feb. 24 invasion
of Ukraine.
Gary offered some historical perspective to explain
why Russian President Vladimir Putin started an unprovoked war on a neighboring country he regards
incorrectly as functionally
part of Russia itself. First,
Russia had to deal with
many foreign invaders over
the past centuries (including
the French, Germans, and
Americans). Second, the

rise of Nazism in the 1930s
and 1940s, which had a goal
of destroying Russia, is still
fresh in older Russians’
minds; some 20 million
Russians died in World
War II, explaining many
Russians’ strong hatred
of Nazism and Putin’s
command to the military
to “de-Nazify” Ukraine
even though its leader is a
Jew. Third, the breakup of
the Soviet Union (280 million people) in 1991 has
long disturbed Putin, who
regards it as “the greatest
geopolitical catastrophe of
the century.”
“Putin’s project is to
return Russia, which has
140 million people, to the
world stage as a country to
be respected and also
feared,” Gary added. “His
goal is a new imperial Russia that reconstitutes
groups of people that once
identified themselves more
closely with the Russian
government and that can be
fueled by the sales of oil
and gas to nations around
the world.”
(continued on page 7)

Upcoming topics for the “Let’s Talk about It” class
April 3: Roy Goble, Christian entrepreneur and author; founder of PathLight, our Belizean mission partner
April 10: Debra Reinstra, English professor, podcaster, and author of Refugia Faith
April 17: Easter break
April 24: Pam McVety, Presbyterian Climate Activist and Florida Climate Action Enabler
The class gathers on Sunday mornings, 9:00 a.m., via Zoom. Contact Dan Terpstra for the link: danterpstramail@gmail.com.

April 2022
Putin has illegally managed
to pull parts of Georgia and
Ukraine (the Crimean Peninsula in 2014) back into the
Moscow orbit, arguing that
they are mostly populated
with ethnic Russians. He has
a base of support from billionaires (oligarchs) and a
small affluent Russian middle class that is allowed the
freedom to travel and study
abroad, enjoy movies and
malls, and visit Internet
sites. But the state apparatus makes Russians afraid
to challenge the central authority of Putin and his government.
The worst possible outcome—assuming Russia
doesn’t use small tactical
nuclear weapons to destroy
NATO military air bases
and possibly start a nuclear
World War III—will be “a
multi-month, massively destructive military campaign
that brings city-by-city destruction in Ukraine by the
Russian military,” Gary said.
“The results could be complete occupation of Ukraine
by Russian officials, the
sowing of seeds of hatred,
and a Ukrainian insurgency
and guerrilla warfare.”

“We could have a complete reordering of the
world order, with Russia
being like North Korea—
isolated because of sanctions and armed to the
teeth with nuclear weapons.” An unlikely but peaceful solution would be to
allow Russia to annex
Ukraine’s two eastern
provinces and western
Ukraine to remain a country with the capital shifting
from Kyiv to Lviv.
Gary expressed amazement at the extraordinary
leadership of Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and the generosity of the citizens and
churches of Poland and other countries that have provided food, housing, and
transportation to more
than three million Ukrainian
refugees.
What can you do to help?
Dan Terpstra, class leader,
suggested that Americans
go on a “fossil fast” since at
least 3% of our oil comes
from Russia. We could do
carpooling, work more at
home online, and reduce
house heating and air conditioning (fossil fuels are the
source of 40% of the TVA

electricity we use). Gary
suggested that we make
donations to World Central Kitchen, the United
Nations International Refugee Organization, and Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (see the box below
to find how to direct your
donation to help
Ukrainians).
Noting that Americans are
war-weary, he asked, “How
far are we Americans willing to go to die for Ukrainians? Are we responding
from a fear of escalating
this war to an even more
intense confrontation between a nuclear Russian
autocracy and western
democratic nuclear powers?
“Our task as American
people of faith and compassion is to find ways in which
we can individually and collectively support those
helping Ukrainian refugees
and offer our best prayers
and guidance to the leaders
of these nations as we seek
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the pathway that avoids
the existential threat of
nuclear war and finds a
political solution to this
dramatic, difficult
moment in human
history.”—Carolyn Krause

“Our task as American
people of faith
and compassion
is to find ways to
support those helping the
Ukrainian refugees."

Help for Ukrainians
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is working with
several ecumenical church partners in offering relief assistance to the people of Ukraine. In addition to prayer, the
best way to help at present is with a financial donation.
Here are the ways to give: online at https://bit.ly/3q1iK5h;
call (800) 872-3238; text PDUAKR to 41444; check
payable to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) with
“DR000156-Ukraine” on the memo line.

Prayer vigil for Ukraine led by Sharon at the International Friendship
Bell in Oak Ridge. Photo by Ben Pounds with The Oak Ridger.
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Photo gallery

Nathan Wells has a new hair style.
Paul Akers prepares water for hot chocolate at
Frozen Head State Park.

Andrew Brittain is recognized after his final choral
concert at Maryville College.

Spring is beginning to show at FPC!

The Community Garden is coming to life in
this new growing season!
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Last but not least...

Weekly gatherings
Tuesdays:
12:15 p.m.

Centering prayer

Wednesdays:
5:30 p.m.
Midweek Bible study

Sundays:
9:00 a.m.
Mondays:
Noon

Early Birds; Rise ‘n’ Shine;
Let’s Talk About It

Men’s Zoom lunch

Monthly gatherings
•
•
•
•
•

Piece for Peace Sisters, first Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., room 102, Activities
building
Brewing Questions, first Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., via Zoom
Conversation on Loss, fourth Sundays, 1:00 p.m., via Zoom
Coffee Chat, fourth Mondays, 9:30 a.m., via Zoom
Uncensored, last Saturdays, 9:00 a.m., via Zoom
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links and details.)

April birthdays
4/3
4/3
4/4
4/4
4/5
4/11
4/18
4/20
4/21
4/21
4/27

Darlene Sanders
Meg Tonne
Jo Kendrick
David Mullins
Ed Tilley
Mary Mullins
Sydney Murray III
Richard Ward
Joe Gray
Selma Lavender
Sally Haywood

April anniversaries
Elaine Wilson
& Darlene Sanders
4/20 Donna & Brian
Hoppestad
4/15

Congratulations!

Session committees leadership
Christian Education
Kiersten Ruisard
Sherrie Fairchild-Keyes
Congregational Care
& Welcome
Patty Barlow

Human Resources
Peggy Hilliard

Stewardship
Joe Everitt

Property & Maintenance
Dan Terpstra
Jason Goodman

Worship
Elaine Wilson
Camille Graves

Finance
Don Spong

Social Concerns
Jo Kendrick
Linda Driver
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

