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Our annual tradition of
the “flowering of the
cross” (pictured at right)
will take place outdoors
on Easter morning. Please
bring with you cut flowers
from your garden (or a
store). We’ll also have
additional flowers on
hand.

After a lengthy delay because
of COVID-19, Meghan Cadmus
and Donovan Layton are getting
married on Saturday, April 3!
Meghan and Donovan invite you
to attend the live-streaming of
their nuptials on April 3, 3:30
p.m. on their website:
http://tinyurl.com/4321layton

Passion/Palm Sunday on
March 28 marks the
beginning of Holy Week this
year. Morning worship will
be virtual and will include
the Passion Narrative, which
highlights the events of
Jesus’ life from his entry
into Jerusalem until his
crucifixion.
We will mark Maundy
Thursday, April 1, with a
Communion worship
service at 6:30 p.m. The
service will also be virtual
and include the stripping of
the sanctuary.
A labyrinth will fill the
floor of the fellowship hall
on Good Friday, April 2.
The labyrinth, along with
other indoor and outdoor
self-directed prayer stations,

will be available from noon
until 3:00 p.m. Note: The
labyrinth will be limited to
only one individual or those
in the same household at a
time. Assistants will be on
hand to help coordinate the
flow and maintain social
distancing.
Easter morning worship,
April 4, will be outdoors on
the main parking lot. Lunch
on the grounds will follow,
with a homecooked and
prepackaged meal provided
by the Congregational Care
and Welcome Committee.
Lunch reservations are
encouraged. Click on this
Eventbrite link to register
online, or call the church
office at 483-1318). Deadline is Friday, April 2, 3:00

p.m.—but don’t wait to let
us know you’re coming!
An Easter egg hunt is also
planned for April 4,
following lunch. Parents,
be on the lookout for
information from the
Christian Education
Committee.

Snyder. Produce from this
garden will be exclusively
for people beyond FPCOR,
such as food pantries and
Welcome Table guests. A
few Community Garden
members have volunteered
to spend part of their time
tending the new garden.
We have already had
inquiries about the
Welcome Garden from our
Early Head Start program.
As Community Garden CoCoordinator, I will be
working with the EHS Family Advocate, Jodi McFerrin,
to find the best ways to
connect the Welcome

Garden to EHS children and
families. I hope that,
eventually, members of the
larger community, such as
EHS families, will assume
much of the care, planning,
and harvesting in the
Welcome Garden, with
minimal assistance from
FPCOR gardeners. If that
comes to pass, the
Welcome Garden will serve
an even larger purpose; to
provide a place to learn
about tending God’s good
earth and to reap the
rewards of that tending.
—Peggy Terpstra

Welcome Garden
Our FPCOR Community
Garden, which is tended by
members of the church, has
grown nutritious, organically
grown vegetables for many
years. Gardeners have
shared some of their
produce with members of
our larger community via
the Welcome Table and the
St. Mary’s Food Pantry.
However, most of the
produce grown has stayed
within our church family.
The new Welcome
Garden, located on the east
side of the Education
Building, was recently built
by Eagle Scout Haley

Page 2

T he Ba nne r
From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

Sunday worship
continues online
FPC’s online worship
services begin each
Sunday morning with an
extended musical
prelude at 10:20 a.m.
The Facebook Live link,
which does not change
from week to week, is
https://www.facebook.
com/First-PresbyterianChurch-Oak-Ridge-TN309180789463/. You do
not need a Facebook
account to access the
service.
The bulletin for each
service is available to
download from FPC’s
website (fpcor.org).
If you would like a hard
copy of the bulletin
from the church office
for use on a Sunday
morning, please let
Adrienne know at
fpcadmin@comcast.net
or 680-7837.

Opinions are swirling
around what life is going
to look like in a postpandemic world. That
includes the church—here
and elsewhere. The consensus is, things are going
to be different. How
different depends on who’s
talking.
Your Session is taking a
deep dive into seeking the
best way to re-enter
in-person interaction at
FPC—when the time is
right. We are certain that
we won’t be “picking up
where we left off” a year
ago. Beyond that, we are in
prayerful discernment, and
we want to invite you into
that conversation.
This spring, you will
receive an invitation to one
of 12 listening sessions,
each one co-hosted by a
Session member and me.

Meet Maysie!

The two of us will listen
while you share your
thoughts and ideas about
the future. These gatherings
will be virtual or in person
(following COVID-19
protocols), depending on
the group.
We are doing this within
the context of
Resurrection—new life, new
hope, new possibilities. I
don’t know about you, but
I am way past ready! At the
same time, I resonate with
Nadia Bolz-Weber’s prayer
(adapted):
Dear God, a year ago we did
not know that we were about
to learn what we could lose
and somehow live anyway,
where we would find comfort
and where it would elude us. It
feels like the world is about to
open back up. And we are
thrilled and kind of scared
about that, because we’re not

who we were a year ago. We
want so badly to hug our
friends and have amazing
conversations again, and yet
we aren’t sure how long we
could do any of this before
crying or just getting really
quiet. Our emotional
protective gear has worn
thin, and grief leaks out
everywhere. We are afraid
that we will never be who we
once were, and we are also
afraid that we will be. And yet,
when we quiet our anxious
thoughts, we suspect that we
are now closer to the us you
have always known and loved.
Help us trust that, Lord. As
things change, help us be
gentle with ourselves and with
each other. We are all
wearing newborn skin right
now. Amen.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon
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Spotlight on FPC youth—meet River
Favorite part of quarantine? Not having to do
school everyday and staying home with my family.
Least favorite part? Not being able to go places
and see family.
What do you look forward to doing when
the pandemic is over? I look forward to seeing
family I haven’t seen in a really long time.
What do you miss most about church?
Going to church in person!

River is 14 and in the 8th grade. He has a sister
Willow, and a dog Chewie (pictured below).
His favorite food is a toss up between hot wings
and ribs, his favorite indoor activities are Xbox,
hanging out with family, board games and playing
pool. Outdoor favorites are riding bikes, swimming, baseball, basketball, and fishing. His favorite
subject is science and his all-time favorite movies
are Despicable Me and Monsters, Inc.

What’s on our youths’ hearts?
Join them in praying for:
That I’ll do
My family.

My grandma.

That things will get back to
normal and we can go places.
My teacher’s husband
that has been in the
hospital with Covid
for several months.

good in school.
My dad.
All the people
with Covid.
My grandpa.
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PC(USA) stated clerk addresses FPC group
J. Herbert Nelson, stated
clerk of the General
Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), recently
answered questions posed by
participants of FPC’s Sunday
morning “Let’s Talk about It”
class, which included guests
from Chicago, Oregon, and
New Jersey.
J. Herbert, a thirdgeneration Presbyterian
pastor, has served
congregations in North
Carolina and Tennessee. He
has been an activist on labor
and children’s rights issues
and served as former director
of the PC(USA) Office of
Public Witness in
Washington, D.C. He is
currently serving his second
four-year term as stated clerk
of the PC(USA)’s General
Assembly. He is based in the
PC(USA) national offices in
Louisville, Ky., where Breonna
Taylor, a Black medical
worker, was shot and killed
by police officers during a
botched raid on her
apartment last year. The
tragic incident sparked mostly

peaceful demonstrations in
Louisville over policing and
racial injustice in the United
States.
Calling Taylor a “jewel of a
spirit,” J. Herbert said that the
city handed her mother a
check for $12 million but
made no “transformative
change” inside the police
department. He called for
Presbyterians to “love deeply
enough that we put ourselves
in another person’s place.”
He would like the PC(USA)
to “say a big no to things that
are not acceptable in this life”
and to strive to eliminate
racism from institutions and
“stay on the ground until
justice is done.”
To achieve transformational
change, he implied that the
church must itself make
transformational changes.
“That requires a boldness on
the part of the church, risking
losing the church’s life in
order to be the church. That
to me is what is paramount to
what Jesus did and is doing
than any of the programs of
the Presbyterian Church.

Sunday morning 9:00 a.m. Zoom classes
(links to join the classes can be found in your weekly email)
•

Rise ‘n’ Shine class is studying the book of Timothy.

•

The Early Birds are currently studying the book of Luke.

•

Let’s Talk About It:
Apr. 4: Easter break
Apr. 11: discussion of the film Gather (available on
Amazon Prime)
Apr. 18: TBD
Apr. 25: Trisha Tull, retired from Louisville
Seminary, will be talking about sustainability, green
energy, and her new net-zero home. Contact Dan
Terpstra (danterpstramail@gmail.com) for a
webinar recording to preview.

We must fight money and
power. I’m not sure we as
Presbyterians are willing to do
that.”
He said that Congressional
leaders today are listening more
to “money merchants” than to
faith groups. His response to
Presbyterians? “Vote your
conscience.” The mission field
for the PC(USA) now, he
noted, includes refugees looking
for freedom in the United
States; the problem in
communicating the gospel to
them is the language barrier.
“There is no better place to
be than in the church of Jesus
Christ,” he said in answer to a
question about how he
maintains hope. “We are called
back to reconciliation—that’s in
the gospel. We will struggle, but
struggle makes us stronger, and
we will get to a place where we
can live together and love one
another.”—Carolyn Krause

J. Herbert Nelson
“I hate Zoom. Once I
had to attend Zoom
meetings all day from
8 a.m. to 7 p.m. and
didn’t get a chance to
eat lunch.”

Matt Stone, current session
member and Christian
Education Committee cochair, will be leading a sixweek adult study of Kerry
Connelly’s book Good White
Racist in April on Sunday
afternoons, 2:00-3:00 p.m.,
via Zoom (link will be in your
weekly email). Here’s the
schedule:
• April 11: introduction, chapters 1 & 2
• April 18: chapters 3 & 4
• April 25: chapters 5 & 6
• May 2: chapters 7 & 8
• May 9: chapters 9 & 10
• May 16: chapter 11
The book is available from pcusastore.com
(https://bit.ly/2ZNOqgW). If you would like the
CE Committee to purchase a copy for you,
please let Adrienne know.
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One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Easter Sunday
Around the world, millions
of people lack access to
sustainable food sources,
clean water, sanitation,
education, and opportunity.
One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS), which will be
received at FPC on Easter
Sunday, makes a difference
in the world through three
impactful programs:

oppression, poverty, and
injustice and educates
Presbyterians about the
impact of these societal ills.
OGHS is a long-standing
ecumenical effort aimed at
raising the funds necessary
to provide relief and
reconstruction for

communities in the aftermath of disaster. Your gift
helps support projects in
more than 100 countries.
Please make checks payable
to FPC with "OGHS" on
the memo line, or use the
QR code on the cover to
contribute online.

Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance—
Works alongside
communities as they
recover and find hope after
the devastation of natural
or human-caused disasters.
Presbyterian Hunger
Program—
Takes action to alleviate
hunger and systemic causes
of poverty so all may be fed.
Self-Development of
People—
Invests in communities
responding to their
experiences of racism,

April Birthdays
4/3
Darlene Sanders
4/3
Meg Tonne
4/4
Jo Kendrick
4/4
Dave Mullins
4/5
Ed Tilley
4/11 Mary Mullins
4/18 Sydney Murray
4/20 Richard Ward
4/21 Joe Gray
4/21 Selma Lavender
4/27 Sally Haywood
and anniversaries
4/15 Darlene Sanders
& Elaine Wilson
4/20 Brian & Donna
Hoppestad
Congratulations!

April Welcome Table
Thursday, Apr. 8, 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
If you would like to help with cooking,
packaging, or distributing our drive-by meals
(following necessary protocols), let Sharon
know (771-7178 or fpcpastor@live.com).

Welcome Table food pantry
While we often request specific donations to
fill grocery bags with all the items needed for
a specific meal, there are some basic items
that are always needed and have a good shelf life. At this
time the pantry is running low on canned fruits and
vegetables. Other good items to stock up on are canned
beans, canned pasta, canned meats, soup, and chili. Your
generous donations and support of the Welcome Table
are appreciated.
Spring has sprung at FPC
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