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Plans are in place for Holy Week and Easter at FPC
Big news!
Robert Angel is our
new director of
Children and Youth
Ministries! See page 4
for his bio.

Tuesday, April 2,
7:00 p.m.
Faith-and-Science
Lecture presented by
Erin Darby. See page 5
for more information.

FPC’s Welcome Table
marks its one-year
anniversary in April!
To celebrate, the
menu on Thursday,
April 4, will be the
perennial favorite,
Bishop’s chicken.
Ya’ll come!

On Easter Sunday, we will
join Christians worldwide to
celebrate the resurrection
of Jesus Christ. Easter falls
on April 21 this year,
almost as late as is possible
based on the centuries-old
formula for setting the date
[the first Sunday after the
first full moon after the
vernal equinox (to add to
the confusion, there’s a
lunar calendar and an
ecclesiastical calendar of full
moons)].
But first, Holy Week, when
we mark the final days of
Jesus’ life. Our Holy Week
observances will begin with
Palm/Passion Sunday on
April 14. That worship
service will recall Jesus’
triumphal entry into
Jerusalem as crowds waved
palm branches (we will
gather outside the
sanctuary, weather
permitting, to receive palm

branches and parade into
the sanctuary). The service
will include a dramatic
reading of the Passion
Narrative, which details the
arrest, suffering, and death
of Jesus. The service will
end with the traditional
“stripping of the sanctuary.”
On Maundy Thursday,
April 18, 6:30 p.m., we
will gather in the fellowship
hall for a Communion
service, recalling the Last
Supper Jesus had with his
disciples before his arrest in
the Garden of Gethsemane.
On Good Friday, April
19, 12:00 to 1:00 p.m.,
we will have self-directed
prayer stations in the
Sanctuary building for
personal reflection and
contemplation.
The sanctuary banners will
be back in place for the
10:30 a.m. worship service
on Easter Sunday. The joyful
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A new partnership to combat hunger at
Roane State Community College (RSCC),
called BrainFood, was approved by Session
on March 20.
Did you know that 40% of Roane State
students suffer food insecurity? Neither did
we until Owen Driscoll, director of the
RSCC Oak Ridge campus, contacted FPC
to explore ways we could work together to
meet this critical student need.
Dave Mullins will lead the project in which
our church, once approved by Second Harvest
Food Bank of East Tennessee as Roane State’s
nonprofit partner, will act as “Agent.”
(continued on page 6)

service will include
“Alleluias” and special
music, as well as the
Flowering of the Cross.
The service will conclude
with the traditional singing
of Handel’s “Hallelujah”
chorus from The Messiah.
We’ll also take a moment
to recognize Grimes
Slaughter as he retires from
55 years of singing in the
choir.
We’ll gather in the
fellowship hall after worship
for refreshments while the
children engage in the
annual Easter egg hunt on
the soccer field (weather
permitting).
On Sunday, April 28,
we will worship in the
fellowship hall at 10:30 a.m.
on what is known as Holy
Humor Sunday. Look for
more info in April Sunday
bulletins.
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

If I had words to describe
how excited I am for spring
to finally arrive, I would use
them here. It seemed like a
particularly long winter,
mostly because of so many
gray and rainy days.
The arrival of spring means
that my sabbatical is inching
closer. From May 20 to
Aug. 19, I will be away for
reflection, renewal, and
rest. I wrote about my
focus and travel plans in the
previous two issues of The
Banner. This month, I want
to share the plan for the
summer here at FPC while
I’m away.
I scheduled the start of the
sabbatical to sync with the
academic calendar for
Columbia Theological
Seminary (CTS) in Decatur,
Ga. (my alma mater). The
plan is for FPC to contract

A recent view of the garden bed in front of the church

ahead …
with CTS for a seminarian
to serve as a summer
intern.
I’m offering this approach
for multiple reasons. First,
it will provide you with a
consistent presence,
especially for Sunday
morning worship leadership
and preaching. Second,
spending the summer with
you will provide a
seminarian an excellent
opportunity to learn about
ministry (in fact, you have
taught and continue to

teach and guide me). Lots of
times, a seminarian will be
confined to doing only one
aspect of ministry, e.g.,
youth or visitation. But here
at FPC, that person can
explore leadership across
the board—pastoral care,
worship and preaching,
teaching, engaging in the
community, and much
more. And third, this
congregation is blessed
with a deep passion for
education, both teaching
and learning. What better
way to put that into action
than with and through a
seminarian!
CTS summer internships
are for 10 weeks, which is
three weeks shorter than
the sabbatical. (Bob
Cantrell, among others,
will cover the remainder.)
And, thanks to Anne
Backus’ most generous
offer, we will offer housing
free of charge.
Please join me in prayer
that we secure an intern.
It may be another month
before we know for sure,
which is cutting it close!
But if we don’t, we’ll go to
Plan B. Stay tuned!
With a grateful heart,
Sharon
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FPC Spotlight: Peggy Hadden
Peggy Hadden, who
became both the oldest and
the newest FPC member on
March 3, was born Mary
Elizabeth Swan on July 7,
1919, in Newport News,
Va. After her father’s death
when she was six, the family
moved to Council Bluffs,
Iowa. When she reached
high school age, she and her
mother moved back to
Newport News. After
graduation she met Jim
Hadden, a young engineer
at the Newport News
shipyard. They found they
both loved music and had
several friends in common
at church. They were
married after she finished a
year of college. They had
four boys: Jim Jr., Chuck,
John, and Robby, now
deceased.
The family moved to 18
acres of waterfront
property in rural York
County, Va. Peggy kept
herself busy with raising the
boys, gardening, and attending church and PTA meetings. The family had crab
traps and a cow. She cared
for her mother and Jim’s
aunt. She and Jim frequently
played music at the nursing
home where her mother

resided. And Peggy spent
many hours providing
transportation to refugees
during the Vietnam War.
Peggy was a founding
member of St. Luke’s
Methodist Church, where
she worked in the food
pantry and clothes closet.
At 98, she retired from
delivering Meals on Wheels.
She participated in a senior
exercise program as long as
she was able.
Peggy enjoyed traveling.
She made several trips to
Europe, including visits to
her son John, who lives in
London. She spent a month
with her granddaughter
Dvera’s family in Zagreb, the
capital of Croatia. And she
had a surprise 80th birthday
party in Langholm, Scotland.
Peggy played cello for
about 85 years. She played
in the Peninsula Symphony
and helped organize the
York River Community
Orchestra. (She resigned
as principal cellist at age 85
and retired from the
orchestra at 90.) She played
at church and at many
chamber music events. She
and a friend initiated the
strings program in the local
elementary schools.

At FPC Peggy regularly
wraps the flatware for the
Welcome Table meals.
She says she is glad to be
a member, and she enjoys
the friendliness of our
congregation.

Peggy Hadden

Chuck Hadden on his mom: "She had put hundreds of pints of crab meat in the freezer, made
hundreds of pounds of butter, served thousands of pancakes to boys who came to play baseball
in her pasture, and folded tens of thousands of boxes for her church's annual candy Easter egg
project. She also rode out probably 20 to 30 hurricanes."
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FPC has new children and youth ministries director

Robert Angel

Robert Angel will begin
work as our director of
children and youth
ministries on April 9. A
native of LaFollette, Tenn.,
where he currently resides,
Robert has a B.S. degree in
elementary education
(University of Pikeville), an
M.A. degree in education
(University of the
Cumberlands), and an Ed.S.
degree (Lincoln Memorial
University).
He spent 16 years as a
public-school educator,
including serving as an

elementary and high school
teacher (earning multiple
Teacher of the Year awards
along the way) and as
principal of Jellico
Elementary School.
Presently, Robert is an
educational group manager
at ORAU (Oak Ridge
Associated Universities).
Robert is a PC(USA) elder
and a member of LaFollette
Presbyterian Church, along
with his wife Pam and their
three children. He has
served as a Sunday school
teacher and worship leader.

FPC youth group schedule
FPC youth (grades 4-12) and friends meet Sundays,
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall for dinner and
a program.
Sun., March 31—Bowling! Meet at the Oak Ridge
Bowling Center, 5:00-7:00 p.m., bring $5
Sun., Apr. 7—Program: Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance, Part 2, led by Cheryl Allison
Sun., Apr. 14—Welcome to Robert Angel!
Fri., Apr. 19—Youth movie
night, 6:00-8:30 p.m., room
102. Pizza, popcorn, and drinks
provided. We’ll also be stuffing
eggs for an Easter egg hunt on
Sunday!
Sun., Apr. 28—Nature-related outdoor program, led by
Wes & Ryan Tilley

Youth group
Mardi Gras fun

“I am so excited about
starting as the new director
of children and youth
ministries at First
Presbyterian Church!" said
Robert. "I hope to be a
strong leader in Christ for
FPC and to help grow the
youth programs at the
church. I feel God puts you
where God wants you to
be, and this church, I feel
with all my heart, is where
God wants me.”
Welcome, Robert!
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Christian education
Sunday school classes for all ages
Snacks and beverages provided
Nursery (through age 3), first floor, Education building
Kidz Zone—(ages 4 and up, Education building) Music, Godly Play, and basic Bible
stories. March teachers: Peggy Terpstra, Susan Sharp
The Jugglers—(adults, room 100 Activities building) Everyone is juggling something.
How do you deepen your faith in the middle of it all? Facilitator: Sharon Youngs
Early Birds—(adults, room 6, sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible
study (Apocrypha). Teachers: Anne Backus and Mike Hilliard
Rise 'n' Shine—(adults, parlor, Sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible
study (Exodus). Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah Tippett

Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study, taught by
Sharon Youngs, meets on Wednesdays,
at 5:30 p.m., in the parlor. Currently our
focus is on women in the Bible. The class
is designed so that anyone can join the
conversation at any point. Childcare is
available. Note: The Bible study will not
meet on Wednesday, April 3.)

New Adult Class Starts April 28:
Climate Church, Climate World
The Sunday after Easter, Colin Colverson and Dan Terpstra will
be hosting a five week discussion of Reverend Jim Antal's challenging
book Climate Church, Climate World: How People of Faith Must Work
for Change.
Order your copy (print only) at https://www.amazon.com/ClimateChurch-World-People-Change/dp/1538110687 and read the front
matter and Chapter 1 for our discussion on April 28.

Faith-and-science lecture April 2
The second talk in the First
Presbyterian–First United
Methodist Church Faith-andScience Lecture Series will be
on “The Archaeology of
Women in Ancient Israel.”
The lecture will be presented
by Erin Darby, associate
professor of religious studies
and co-director of the 'Ayn
Gharandal Archaeological
Project at the University of
Tennessee.
Darby will deliver her
lecture at 7:00 p.m., Tuesday,
April 2, in the FPC fellowship
hall. Refreshments will be
served.
An archaeologist, Darby
takes UT students to Jordan

every other summer to learn
about human history and
prehistory through the
excavation of sites and the
analysis of artifacts and
other physical remains.
In her presentation in Oak
Ridge, Darby plans to
“summarize what
archaeology tells us about
the lives of Israelite women
and will compare and
contrast that picture with
the descriptions of women
in the Old Testament/
Hebrew Bible and in other
ancient Near Eastern
documents.”
Erin Darby
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Earth Day’s 49th birthday is April 22: registration time for JKC
Earth Day celebrates its
49th anniversary this year
on April 22. Some consider
it to be the largest secular
holiday in the world,
celebrated by over a billion
people every year.
When the annual
observance of Earth Day
began in 1970, more than
2000 colleges and
universities and 10,000
primary and secondary
schools participated. This
year’s theme, “The next
generation rises,”
recognizes the vital role
that children and youth play
in environmental
stewardship—and rightly so,
because their future,
literally, depends on a
sustainable planet.
The PC(USA) generates
several resources for Earth

Day (https://bit.ly/2HYia2F).
Here is an excerpt from this
year’s materials:
“The Lord created every
living being on this world to
flourish—to be fruitful and
multiply. For millennia,
humanity has benefited from
the beauty of this world, the
produce from our fields, and
the abundance of our seas.
As we face the reality of our
world today, we must
consider what kind of world
we want to leave to those
who come after us: What
are we passing on to
children who are just now
being born and growing up?
Children, with their energy,
their creative spirit, and
their love for all of God’s
world, are showing us the
way toward a future of
hope.”

One way to instill love and
care for the earth is to send
a kiddo to camp.
Registration is open for
summer camp opportunities
at the Presbytery of East
Tennessee’s John Knox
Center (JKC). Just ask
Andrew Brittain, JKC’s
ultimate ambassador, how
incredible the place is!
(Megan Stone and Amelia
Everitt can also tell you.)
More info is available at
johnknoxcenter.org.

BrainFood (from page 1)
FPC’s role will be
administrative. We will
make deposits, write
checks, order food, write
reports, and oversee the
program. RSCC will sign
up participants, store and
distribute food, and raise
funds. Second Harvest will
procure food and deliver it
to the campus.
“It’s a new model for us,”
said Sue Byrne, who has
been working on the
proposal with Driscoll and
Mullins.
BrainFood will provide
food to students in two
ways—as a “grab and go”
snack pickup and as a takehome option. FPC will be

heavily involved in the
monthly take-home
distribution designed to
feed a family multiple meals.
The take-home program
launches in the fall.
Students picked up 278
snack items on the first day
of the “grab and go”
operation. The team
estimates that 500 students
will be fed each month
when the program is fully
operational.
“We’re hoping to make
a significant impact on
alleviating hunger at Roane
State as we take our FPC
ministry to the students at
RSCC another step
forward,” Byrne added.
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(Above) FPC youth working on a Mardi
Gras activity; (at left) former members
Helen & Jim Wessel with Judy Greeson
during her recent trip to Florida; (below)
the Early Bird Sunday school class
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Session news: FPC to be agent for Roane State food project
At its regular meeting in
March, Session approved
 First Presbyterian
Church of Oak Ridge as
the agent for the Roane
State Brain Food
project with Second
Harvest, which was
started to reduce food
insecurity among
students at Roane State
Community College,
Oak Ridge Branch
Campus.





the replacement of
Simplex with ASI for the
monitoring and
inspection of the fire
system for Early Head
Start of Anderson
County in FPC’s
Education building.
authorization for the
Rev. Bob Cantrell to
serve Communion at
FPC, as well as at the
Morgan County
Residential Recovery
Court, for as long as



Bob is parish associate
for FPC.
Finance committee
members for 2019:
Colin Colverson and
Matt Lindsey (cochairs), Richard
Alexander, Bob
Clausing, Jeri Duke,
Gene Ice, David Mullins,
Trygve Myhre, Dan
Terpstra, David Mullins
(ex officio) and Sharon
Youngs (ex officio).

One Great Hour of Sharing offering on Easter Sunday
Around the world, millions
of people lack access to
sustainable food sources,
clean water, sanitation,
education, and opportunity.
One Great Hour of Sharing
(OGHS), which will be
received at FPC during
worship on Easter Sunday,
makes a difference in the
world through three
impactful programs:
Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance—
Works alongside
communities as they
recover and find hope after
the devastation of natural
or human-caused disasters.
Presbyterian Hunger
Program—
Takes action to alleviate
hunger and systemic causes
of poverty so all may be fed.

Self-Development of
People—
Invests in communities
responding to their
experiences of racism,
oppression, poverty, and
injustice and educates
Presbyterians about the
impact of these societal ills.
OGHS is a long-standing
ecumenical effort aimed at
raising the funds necessary

to provide relief and
reconstruction for
communities in the aftermath of disaster. Your gift
helps support projects in
more than 100 countries.
Please make checks payable
to FPC with "OGHS" on
the memo line, or use the
QR code on the cover to
contribute online.

Learn more at: presbyterianmission.org/oghs
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Bits ‘n’ pieces
FPC Women’s lunch
The FPC women will gather at Dean’s Restaurant in Jackson Square for lunch on
Monday, April 8, at 12:30 p.m. Dean’s is one of the local eateries that donates a
portion of their profits to ADFAC the second Monday each month.

FPC Men’s lunch:
The FPC men meet for lunch each Monday at 11:30 a.m. at The Soup Kitchen.

Food 4 Kids
Meet at First United Methodist Church on Monday, April 15, at
1:30 p.m., to help pack food items for local children and youth who
are at risk of food insecurity.

Grief Support Group
A grief support group for persons who have experienced the death of a loved
one will meet on Mondays, 5:00-6:30 pm, for eight weeks from April 29 to June 17,
at First United Methodist Church, Room 203.
Meetings will be in a relaxed, informal setting. Short talks and printed materials
will provide input for discussion and sharing. The needs of the group will take
precedence over any planned agenda. There is no cost for participation.
Licensed counselor Steve Herbes will lead the group. Please register in advance
by calling FUMC’s office at (865) 483-4357.

Youth Pride event May 11
Youth Pride 2019 is coming to First Presbyterian
on May 11. This is the sixth year our church has
hosted this event for LGBTQ youth and their
allies. It is always a fun and inspirational day. The
theme this year is “Find Your Inner Joy.” This
event is for middle and high school youth and
others under age 21.
Students from Oak Ridge High School and
Clinton High School plan and put on this event,
but they do need some help from adults. What
are needed are snacks and people to manage the
snacks, serve as room monitors to assist session
leaders, and present a friendly face. If you can
provide any of the following, please contact
Anne Backus at backusanne@comcast.net or
(865) 556-3099. Thank you!

4/3
4/4
4/5
4/8
4/11
4/18
4/20
4/21
4/21
4/25
4/27
4/27
4/30

April birthdays
Meg Tonne
Dave Mullins
Ed Tilley
Lois Lacy
Mary Mullins
Sydney Murray
Richard Ward
Joe Gray
Selma Lavender
Ray Brittain
Sally Haywood
Elizabeth Myhre
Bill Vaden

...and anniversary
4/20 Brian & Donna
Hoppestad
Congratulations!

Donations for the Blossom Center
As you ponder our Lenten theme of “Clearing the
Clutter,” please keep the Blossom Center in mind.
We are collecting donations of good, used children’s
books, games, and toys for Blossom, which is a local,
non-profit, 7-day, after-hours childcare center. They
also need new school supplies, toddler-size diapers
and pull-ups, and cleaning supplies. We will be
gathering items through
Easter. Thank you!
—Congregational Care &
Welcome committee
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April Worship Volunteers

Sunday, April 7
Liturgist: Susan Sharp
Acolytes: Taylor Hensley, Nathan Myers
Time with Children: Chuck Hadden
First Steps: Debbie Bostick, Daisy Campen
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team II, led by Joe Gray
Counters: Colin Colverson, Tammy Pietrzak
Flowers: Lou Dunlap
Fellowship: Gretchen Drane, Margaret Ann King
Opening/Closing: Fred Allison, Dan Terpstra

Sunday, April 21—Easter Sunday
Liturgist: Matt Stone
Acolytes: Kendyll Hensley, Avery Myers
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: no first steps
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team IV, led by Irene Darko
Counters: Jeri Duke, Shirley Sauls
Flowers: Camille Graves
Fellowship: TBA
Opening/Closing: Fred Allison, Dan Terpstra

Sunday, April 14—Palm Sunday
Liturgist: Jan Alexander
Acolyte: Megan Stone
Time with Children: Peggy Terpstra
First Steps: Martina Ward
Sound Guild: Carolyn Krause
Ushers: Team III, led by Dennis Strickler
Counters: Gail King, Matt Lindsey
Flowers: Darlene Sanders & Elaine Wilson
Fellowship: TBA
Opening/Closing: Fred Allison, Dan Terpstra

Sunday, April 28
Liturgist: Don Spong
Acolytes: Willow Tilley
Time with Children: Mike Hilliard
First Steps: Susan Sharp, Anna Robinson
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Team I, led by George Darko
Counters: Lou Dunlap, Dan Terpstra
Flowers: Bill Beal
Fellowship: Don Spong & Janet Swift
Opening/Closing: Fred Allison, Dan Terpstra

Anna Thomas, music director

Choir schedule & news
The Chancel Choir holds regular
weekly rehearsals on Wednesdays
at 7:00 p.m. New voices are always
welcome and childcare is available.
A Sunday offertory with Anna Thomas, flute, Steve Boyce, tenor, John Purifoy, piano

April 2019
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

31

1 April

2

3

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
11:30 Fifth Sunday
2 pm VBS meeting

11:30 Men’s lunch

9:30 Prayer shawl
ministry
12:15 Centering
Prayer
1 pm Welcome team

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

5 pm Welcome Table

7:30 Chinese
Bible study
12

5:30 FPC youth grp

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop
7 pm Faith & Science
Lecture

7
9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

8

9

10

11

11:30 Men’s lunch
12:30 Women’s
lunch

12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

10:00 ADFAC mtg

5:30 Property &
Maintenance mtg
6:30 Guitar workshop

5:30 Bible study
7 pm Choir

7 pm Finance meeting

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

18 Maundy Thursday

19 Good Friday

5:30 Bible study

5:30 FPC youth grp

6 pm Boy Scouts

14 Palm Sunday

15

16

17

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
12 pm Church Life
& Witness meeting
4 pm Youth council
5:30 FPC youth grp

11:30 Men’s lunch

10 am Book forum
12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

5:30 Bible study
6:30 Session mtg
7 pm Choir

21 Easter Sunday

22

23

24

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
11:30 Easter egg
hunt

Church office closed

12:15 Centering
Prayer

8:30 ADFAC mtg
10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon
12 pm FPC &
ADFAC staff lunch

10 am AAUW mtg
11:30 Men’s lunch

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

5:30 Bible study
7 pm Choir

28

29

30

1

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

9:30 Coffee chat
11:30 Men’s lunch

12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:30 FPC youth grp

6 pm Boy Scouts

6:30 Guitar workshop

5:30 Bible study
7 pm Choir

Please note this calendar is subject to change. Check fpcor.org for real-time calendar.

12 pm Community
Holy Week service
6 pm TCWP mtg
6:30 Maundy Thurs.
Service
25

13

20

Noon—1 pm
Prayer stations

6 pm Youth
movie night
7:30 Chinese
Bible study
26

27

9 am
Uncensored

1 pm ORICL
book club

7:30 Chinese
Bible study
2

3

5 pm Welcome Table

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

4
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Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

