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Oak Ridge’s Ecumenical
Storehouse collects and
stores donations of furniture and other household
items and redistributes
these items to people in
need. Local social service
agencies identify and refer
people, including single
adults and families with
children, to the Storehouse.
First Presbyterian Church
and Central Baptist Church
will together be staffing the

Ecumenical Storehouse this
month. Volunteers are
needed to work from
10:00 a.m. to noon each
Tuesday and Thursday.
As a volunteer, you will
answer phones and help put
orders together for clients
who, because of COVID
precautions, are not allowed in the building. If you
are physically able, you
might also help move furniture. You will need to bring

a facemask to work in the
Storehouse.
We also need strong, able
-bodied volunteers to pick
up furniture and household
items on Saturday mornings
from 10:00 a.m. to noon.
It is especially helpful if you
have a truck for this effort.
For more information or
to volunteer, please contact
Peggy Bertrand Terpstra at
216-1592 or peggybertrandmail@gmail.com.

More gardeners are welcome at FPC

Office volunteers
needed this month
Until we have a new office
manager in place, volunteers
are needed to staff the office
on weekdays. The main
duties are to answer the
phone, convey messages,
and occasionally help fold or
mail bulletins and other
communications.
If you can give a few hours
any morning or afternoon,
please sign up via the online
calendar (https://
bit.ly/3zKJOJy) or contact
Peggy Hilliard
(engprofmwh@gmail.com).
A big THANKS to the kind
folks who volunteered in
January: Priscilla Campbell,
Jeri Duke, Carolyn Krause,
Mary Mullins, Barbara Reeve,
and Mimi Tilley.

Although it’s still winter,
this is the time of year that
gardeners begin to anticipate the coming planting
season. If you are a vegetable gardener, or want to
become one, I invite you to
consider joining the Community Garden at First Presbyterian Church.
Located in our spacious
backyard next to the play
structure, our Community
Garden consists of 21 individual 5’ x 20’ plots designated for growing vegetables, such as tomatoes,
squash, and beans, using organic methods. Gardeners
decide what to plant and
grow and are responsible
for keeping their plots maintained. Most produce from
the Community Garden
goes to the gardeners' families and friends, but a good

portion of it is collected for
use in our fellowship hall
kitchen and for distribution
at our monthly Welcome
Table drive-thru event and
through St. Mary's Food
Pantry.
Annual garden dues are
$20 per plot. Gardeners do
not need to be affiliated
with FPC; we welcome anyone with an interest in gardening to join in the fun.
We expanded our gardening ministry in 2021 by initiating our new Welcome
Garden, designed and built
by Eagle Scout Haley Snyder
to provide fresh produce
and gardening education for
the larger community. This
garden, consisting of seven
4’ x 16’ plots, has just completed its first full year of
operation. The crops grown
organically in this garden are

planted and harvested by a
team of volunteers specifically for sharing outside of
our church community.
Gardening education classes
at the Welcome Garden
are being planned for 2022.
Currently, at the Community Garden, more experienced gardeners are always
willing to help novice gardeners learn by sharing gardening tips, such as how to
amend the soil, how to select what and when to
plant, and how to use natural methods to keep pests
away. If you are interested
in vegetable gardening at
FPCOR, contact me at peggybertrandmail@gmail.com
or 865-216-1592.—Peggy
Bertrand Terpstra
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T he Ba nne r
From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

Worship services: in
person & livestream
FPC’s online worship
services begin each Sunday
morning with an extended
musical prelude at 10:20
a.m. The Facebook Live
link, which is the same
week to week, is https://
www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterian-Church-OakRidge-TN-309180789463/.
Each service is now
simulcast in the fellowship
hall to accommodate those
who need or want
additional space during
worship.
Worship bulletins for
each service are available
to download from the
church’s website
(www.fpcor.org). If you
prefer a hard copy, please
let the church office know
(fpcadmin@comcast.
net or 483-1318).

Early in each new year, I
like to mention my involvement with CREDO
(“craydo”), which is included in my annual terms of
call as your pastor. CREDO
is a program of the Board
of Pensions of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) that
works to cultivate clergy
wholeness. The program,
which began in the Episcopal Church more than 20
years ago, was picked up by
the PC(USA) in 2005. I was
a CREDO participant in
2006 and began serving on
one of the PC(USA)’s first
three faculty teams in 2007.
Seven years later, I began
leading Team Youngs,
which works with recently
ordained clergy.
The English translation of
the Latin word CREDO is
“I believe.” Its deeper
meaning is “I give my
heart.” The program is

designed to help pastors
plumb the depths of mind,
heart, and spirit as they cultivate their spiritual, vocational, health, leadership,
and financial well-being. By
the end of a weeklong conference, the vast majority of
participants have rediscovered and rekindled that initial sense of God’s call to
them to ordained ministry.
The faculty team I have the
privilege of leading includes
six individuals from across
the country who present
the CREDO curriculum
through plenaries, workshops, and consultations.
Before the pandemic, we led
two in-person conferences
annually, with an average of
30 clergy from across the
country for each conference. We switched to virtual “CREDO sabbaths” in
2020, which were shorter in
length while still maintaining

the most basic aspects of
the program. Hopefully, we
will resume in-person gatherings later this spring, depending on COVID numbers. Team Youngs is
scheduled to gather in Richmond, Va., in late March.
I am quick to credit my
involvement with CREDO
for nurturing my sense of
call and readiness to return
to parish ministry—even,
and especially, when I wasn’t looking for it. I continue
to be involved because I see
the difference the program
is making in the PC(USA)
when it comes to clergy
wellness and retention. Plus,
I know it absolutely helps
me to be a better pastor.
Thank you for the ongoing
opportunity to serve the
larger church in this way!
With a grateful heart,
Sharon
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FPC spotlight on Meghan and Donovan Layton
Warm greetings from the
recently wedded Dr. and
Mrs. Layton in Richmond,
Calif.!
It has been a long road
through this pandemic for
Donovan and I (Meghan),
but there have been plenty
of moments to celebrate
this year. We are so excited
to share some highlights
with you, our greatest supporters and beloved chosen
family!
After an unintentionally
extended engagement, we
finally made it back to Oak
Ridge for our wedding at
FPC on April 3, 2021. We
planned a bittersweet ceremony, beautifully officiated
by Pastor Sharon. It wasn’t
everything we wanted, but
it was everything we needed. Witnessed by eight of
our family members in the
room, and all of our loved
ones on a livestream, we
tied the handfasting knot
(an ancient Celtic tradition
for engagement/marriage)
after partially tying it on the
original wedding date the
year before in a virtual ceremony, also officiated by
Pastor Sharon. Here is a
link to see the Handfasting
Engagement Ceremony,
Wedding Highlight Reel,
and a montage of photographs from the wedding
day: tinyurl.com/
laytonwedding4321.
We have been so fortunate to keep our jobs in
spite of the pandemic. I am
still working with my local
community college to provide access to financial liter-

acy programming and services for students. Donovan
is busy working with the
chief science officer and
other executives on strategic efforts for Zymergen in
the San Francisco Bay area.
Between work, road trips,
stock market drama, fishing
trips, and COVID spikes,
when we are not snuggled
up with our two cats, Libby
and Lina, we have enjoyed
Zoom dates with out-oftown friends, and keeping
up with the best of television. I spend Tuesday evenings volunteering at The
Marine Mammal Center in
Sausalito, Calif., helping to
rehabilitate a variety of seal
and sea lion species. Donovan has cultivated a wonderful sourdough starter,
and together we enjoy discovering local delicacies like
West Coast Dungeness
Crab season.
In May of 2020, as a result
of canceling the wedding, I
joined the What Runs You
virtual running team to stay
connected, motivated, and
distracted through the start
of the pandemic. Small goals
turned into VERY big ones,
and I found myself training
and completing my first full
marathon on Nov. 14,
2021, in Harrisburg, Pa.
With my virtual running
community, Donovan, and
FPC’s very own Sumner
Byrne there to cheer me
on, I crossed the finish line
after 26.2 long miles!
And if that’s not enough,
at the beginning of February, you will likely find us

waterside on the Big Island
of Hawaii, finally enjoying
our much-anticipated honeymoon!
Love and adventures
abound, and we are so
thankful.

Meghan celebrates her
first marathon finish
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Meghan and Donovan Layton feast on Dungeness crab
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Weekly gatherings
Sundays:
9:00 a.m. classes Early Birds; Rise ‘n’ Shine;
Let’s Talk About It
Mondays:
Noon

Tuesdays:
12:15 p.m.

Centering prayer

Wednesdays:
5:30 p.m.
Midweek Bible study

Men’s Zoom lunch

Monthly gatherings
•

•
•
•
•

Peace by Piece Sisters, first Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., room 102, Activities building
Brewing Questions, first Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., via Zoom
Conversation on Loss, fourth Sundays, 1:00 p.m., via Zoom
Coffee Chat, fourth Mondays, 9:30 a.m., via Zoom
Uncensored, last Saturdays, 9:00 a.m., via Zoom
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links and details.)

For children (3rd grade and younger):
We have resumed offering First Steps during worship for children 3rd grade and younger. The activity is tied to the liturgical calendar and readings. We have materials available
on request for our remote attendees by contacting Lee Robinson
(luvs2read65@yahoo.com).

For youth (4th through 12th grades):
The youth council has planned several monthly activities for the youth group. Dinner is provided at Sunday evening
meetings. Take a look:
February
Feb 6, 5:30-7:00 p.m.: dinner, fellowship, and a study of worship with Pastor Sharon
Feb. 25-26: (high-school youth) Presbytery of East Tennessee Youth Summit at Camp Holson, Banner Elk, N.C.
Contact Kiersten Ruisard (kirstenjean@gmail.com) ASAP if you are interested.
March
March 11, 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.: outdoor movie (movie TBD)
March 15: Spring break hike (bring your own lunch)
April
April 3, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.: dinner, fellowship, and activities in preparation for Welcome Table.
April 7, 4:45 to 6:15 p.m.: assist with Welcome Table distribution
May
May 1, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.: planting crops in the Welcome Garden with Peggy Terpstra
June
June 5, time TBD: end-of-school party at Peggy Claiborne’s lake house
We will also participate with the presbytery-wide “Small but Mighty Youth Group.” We hear that one outing may be
a trip to Dollywood!—Kiersten Ruisard
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Brain Food need increases as federal aid reduced
Reprinted from a Roane State
Community College press release on Jan. 24, 2022
“Brain Food,” the name of
Roane State’s pantry for students at the Oak Ridge
Branch Campus, has seen a
big increase in students taking advantage of the free
service.
A reduction in federal assistance that went into effect
in late September is seen as
one of the reasons for the
uptick, an official said.
At the Oak Ridge campus,
between nine and 11 students were helped by Brain
Food each week during the
Spring 2021 semester, while
that number jumped to 18
to 20 students in the fall.
Last year, more than 120
students were served. After
tallying the reported members of each student’s
household, pantry staffers
estimate that a total of 373

A Roane State Community College student visits Brain Food
on the RSCC Oak
Ridge campus

people received assistance in
2021. Mariella Akers, Oak
Ridge faculty secretary and
Brain Food volunteer, added
that 120 of those household
members were children.
The pantry opened in October 2019 and is located in
the cafeteria in the Coffey/
McNally Building. To date,
351 students in households
totaling 1,143 persons have
been helped.
“We’re so fortunate that
Roane State has made a
commitment to helping students overcome their food
insecurity issues,” Roane
State Dean of Students Dr.
Lisa Steffensen said.
“It’s so important that all of
our students know that the
service is available for them,
that it’s completely free and
that there is no income verification or proof of residency to utilize any of our pantries,” Steffensen said.

“The pantries can really
help students stretch their
grocery budgets.”
Brain Food is a partnership
between Roane State, First
Presbyterian Church of Oak
Ridge and Second Harvest
Food Bank of East Tennessee.
While classes are in session, the Oak Ridge pantry’s
regular hours are Mondays
from 10 a.m. until noon.
That’s right after fresh food
items are delivered by volunteers with the church.
Food is donated through
Kroger’s Zero Hunger Zero
Waste sponsorship.
The 100 students who regularly benefit from Brain
Food are sent emails shortly
after fresh food arrives to
notify them of what’s available, said Akers.
(continued on next page)

Page 5

Page 6

T he Ba nne r
Brain Food (continued)
Brain Food always has
canned and dry goods to
offer. The pantry relies on
donations for some items
such as toiletries, including
soap, shampoo, deodorant
and especially sanitary supplies.
Donations of food should
be shelf-stable and individually packaged items are appreciated. Donated food
that’s especially popular
includes cold cereals, applesauce and all kinds of
energy bars. Nutrition
drinks, almond milk and
sodas are well received,
Akers said, and bottled water is extremely popular.
Brain Food is closed when
the campus is closed. When
the campus is open, dona-

tions can be brought to 701
Briarcliff Avenue and left at
the front desk in the visitor’s lobby (just inside the
entrance nearest the flagpole) of the Coffey/McNally
Building.
Anyone interested in giving a monetary gift may visit
the Roane State Foundation
online at roanestate.edu/
donate and select “Food
Pantry Donations.” Monetary donations may be directed to all pantries or
specific locations and can
be made on behalf of an
organization.
The Brain Food team can
be reached at brainfood@roanestate.edu
or by calling (865) 4812000.

Gail Powers-Blanton, Oak
Ridge operator, can assist in
directing calls. Additional
team members are available
at the following extensions:
Mariella Akers, ext. 2007,
and Sandy Vann, ext. 4802.
There are also significant
in-house pantries at the
Roane and Cumberland
County campuses. More
information about Roane
State’s food assistance programs can be found online
at roanestate.edu/
foodpantry.—Bob Fowler,
Roane State staff writer

Mariella Akers (Paul Akers’ sister) with Sue Byrne. Mariella is the Oak Ridge faculty secretary and Brain Food volunteer.
Sue has obtained grants for food purchases for the pantry.
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The search is on!
The search for a new
office manager is on! After
reviewing the previous job
description, the committee
has clarified the tasks expected and necessary skills
and is accepting applications. The job involves administrative, communication, and financial responsibilities (see right).
Special emphasis will be
placed on applicants’ computer and social media literacy so vital to our electronic ministry.
If you know of anyone
who might be interested in
this position, please have
them contact the church for
more information. The
search committee consists
of Pastor Sharon and members of the Human Resources committee—Julia
Cantrell, Joe Everitt, and
Peggy Hilliard (chair)—
along with Dave Mullins and
Matt Lindsey.—Peggy Hilliard

FPC Office Manager job description
Administrative
—Perform routine office duties, e.g., answer telephone, pick up mail, maintain necessary supplies.
—Greet and assist visitors to the church office.
—Gather information for and publish all church bulletins for weekly worship services and any special services, e.g., seasonal emphases, funerals, weddings.
—Coordinate work direction for church sexton.
—Coordinate requests and schedule for maintenance of church facilities.
—Assist church committees as requested, e.g., meeting space, supplies, voucher
reimbursements.
—Maintain office and employee files.
—Maintain accuracy of the church database.
—Update and publish the membership directory as needed.
Communication
—Maintain master church calendar and all related issues, e.g., assign rooms, coordinate keys.
—Monitor and maintain content updates to church’s calendar, social media outlets,
and website.
—Publish and distribute weekly eNews and other occasional churchwide correspondence.
—Design, publish, and distribute monthly newsletter and the annual report of the
congregation.
Financial
—Communicate closely with the church treasurer about routine financial matters.
—Prepare vouchers, process accounts payable, and process payroll.
—Receive, fulfill, and document financial assistance related to the Minister’s
Discretionary Fund.
—Prepare and distribute quarterly financial contribution statements and IRS reports,
and so forth.
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FPC class hears about solar minigrids in Africa

Nicole Poindexter talks to the LTAI
class via Zoom. She wants Americans to “open their hearts” to
Africa, but she adds, “Don’t donate used clothes to Africa because the people here are trying
to sustain a textile industry.”

On Jan. 16, FPC’s “Let’s
Talk about It” Sunday school
class heard Nicole Poindexter, a Texan, talk about her
solar electric grid company
Energicity Corp. from her
new home in Sierra Leone.
It was the first time we heard
through Zoom a speaker living in another country. A
daughter of a surgeon, Nicole
holds degrees from Ivy
League universities, was a
senior advisor to former
New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg, and
wrote an article about Energicity for TIME magazine
(https://time.com/6137298/
solar-power-africa/).
“My relationship to God is a
critical part of the story of
why I started Energicity,”
Nicole told us. By 2015 she
had what she called “a checkered career” working as a
leader in investment banking,
government, and corporate
operations. She was an early
employee at Opower, a

smart grid software company
that went public in 2014.
In January 2015, she prayed
and read the Bible while fasting and hoping God would
speak to her on what to do
next. “I became interested in
determining what it would
take to develop an electric
grid that draws its power
100% from renewable energy
sources,” she said. After talking to a Liberian about the
need for a thousand
minigrids in Africa, she
boarded an airplane to
Ghana in February and started a profitable business
building for 15 different villages small grids that carry
electricity from low-cost solar energy panels bought
from China that are installed
on one-acre “solar farms,”
along with inverters and lead
-acid batteries.
Energicity was serving
10,000 Ghanaians when the
government decided it no
longer wanted the private

Nicole Poindexter in front of an Energicity solar farm.

sector to electrify villages.
So, the company moved to
Sierra Leone and plans to
expand to Liberia and
Nigeria.
“We are providing electricity to 40,000 people and
should electrify homes for
120,000 Africans by year’s
end,” she said. “We are doing the right thing for people
who have so little.” In addition to putting in poles and
transmission lines and wiring
houses, Energicity installs
home smart meters that it
makes by employing illiterate
and semi-literate women
trained as solar technicians.
Most customers buy enough
power to light their homes,
watch TV, and charge their
cellphones (300 watt-hours
per day per house). About a
quarter can afford to buy
power for their lights, radios, TVs, refrigerator/
freezers, and computers.
“We provide tools to make
our customers’ electricity
productive and to improve
their quality of life,” Nicole
said, noting that Energicity
has made available grain mills
powered by electricity instead of polluting diesel fuel,
as well as cold storage to
enable customers to buy and
sell more fish and prevent so
many mangoes from rotting
in the field.
“This is the first time in my
career that my company is
selling something that everyone wants.”—Carolyn Krause
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Last but not least...
The Prayer Shawl Ministry
has a new name: Peace by
Piece Sisters.

February Birthdays
2/2
2/6
2/7
2/13
2/14
2/15
2/28

FPC’s Welcome Table
Thursday, Feb. 10, 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
(drive-thru only during COVID)
Volunteers are welcomed! Tasks include cooking, packing, or
distributing meals. If interested, please let Sharon know
(fpcpastor@live.com or 771-7178).

Flo Plemmons
Sara Benson
Chris Iversen
Jim Tonne
Gene Ice
Bob Edwards
Anna Thomas

Congratulations!

Sunday, Feb. 6: Scout Sunday and Blanket Offering
We will recognize Scout Sunday during morning worship on Sunday, Feb. 6. Scouts from Troop 42B
(boys) and 42G (girls) will serve as ushers and liturgists. First Presbyterian Church is the chartering
organization for Troop 42, which takes its name from Douglas Adams’ answer to “life, the universe,
and everything.”
We will also receive the annual Blanket Offering that morning. The offering supports the work of
Church World Service, an ecumenical organization that for over 70 years has helped those worldwide
who have experienced the harmful results of natural and conflict-related disasters.

Members of Session
Class of 2022
Joe Everitt
Linda Driver
Peggy Hilliard
Jo Kendrick

Class of 2023
Jason Goodman
Kiersten Ruisard
Dan Terpstra
Elaine Wilson

Class of 2024
Patty Barlow
Sherrie Fairchild-Keyes
Camille Graves
Don Spong
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