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This month
 CWU meeting
 Blanket Sunday
offering
 Free Medical Clinic
classes
 Midweek Bible study
 Welcome Table
 Youth group
 ORCMA coffee
concert
 Youth movie night
 “Uncensored”
 Coffee Chat

Blanket Sunday
offering Feb. 3
***
Welcome Table
Feb. 7
5:00 p.m.

February 2019

“Souper Bowl” Sunday on Feb. 3
The children and youth of
First Presbyterian Church
will be ready with their little
red wagons to receive your
canned goods and other
non-perishable food items
during worship on Sunday,
Feb. 3. Their effort coincides
with the larger national
effort, Souper Bowl of
Caring, which was begun
by the Spring Valley
Presbyterian Church youth
group in Columbia, S.C., in
1990. Since then, more than
10,000 groups have
participated, raising over
$100 million in food for
those in need.
You are asked to bring
your food with you into the
sanctuary, where it will be
received as part of the offering at the 10:30 a.m. worship
service.

The food drive also
coincides with FPC’s
monthly “Pack the pantry”
emphasis, which occurs on
the Sunday preceding each
month’s Welcome Table.
This month’s Welcome
Table is Thursday, Feb. 7.
The FPC food pantry,
coordinated by Melissa

Inside this issue:
From your pastor

2

Member spotlight

3

Christian education

4

Educate a Child &
Scounts BSA

5

Preserving history

6

Session news & 2018
financial re-cap

7

Bits ‘n’ pieces

9

Worship volunteers

10

Calendar

11

CWU meeting at FPC
Friday, Feb. 1
Church Women United (CWU) will
meet at FPC in the fellowship hall this
Friday, Feb. 1, beginning with
refreshments at 11:30 a.m. The
program will start at noon. FPC’s Jeri
Duke will be sharing excerpts from
her book, Friends of Freedom—Stories
of the Underground Railroad. All are
welcome to attend.

Haynes, is available to
Welcome Table guests.
Melissa notes that folks
regularly express
appreciation for the pantry.
A pet lover herself, she said,
“People who come are
amazed that we also have
pet food available. That level
of caring really means a lot
to them.”

Lasagna lunch and annual
meeting of the congregation
Sunday, Feb. 3
Please plan to attend our traditional lasagna
lunch and annual meeting of the congregation
after worship on Feb. 3. After we eat we will
discuss our work and witness as the body of
Christ in 2018. There will be two action items:
electing three congregation members to this
year’s Nominating committee, and approving
the Pastor’s 2019 terms of call.
The slate for the nominating committee and
the specifics of the terms of call can be found
in the 2018 annual report sent by email on Jan.
25 or online at fpcor.org.
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

This summer you and I are
embarking on something
we’ve never done before:
a sabbatical. From May 20
to Aug. 19, I will be away
for reflection, renewal, and
rest. Between now and
then, I’ll be using Banner
articles and other means to
share my plans, as well as
explore the opportunities
you will have during that
time.
Here is a condensed
version of my focus, which
the Session approved in
November:
I’ve seen the landscape of
mainline churches, including
the PC(USA), change over
time, especially within the last
decade when demographic,
social, and theological changes
seem more pronounced than
ever. Patterns of leadership
have evolved within this sea
of change. The focus has
shifted from hierarchical,
straightforward management
to one of shared, decentralized leadership. Increasingly,
the decision-making power
and responsibility of leading

the church are being dispersed
among the treasure trove of
strengths and gifts of its many
members. This is an excellent
change.
However, it seems that the
changing nature of the
mainline church, with its
diminishing presence and
import in people’s lives, when
coupled with leadership trends
that focus, and depend, on
shared responsibility and a
“many hands make light
work” approach, makes for a
hefty challenge.
In general, I regard myself
as a collaborative leader who
seeks to build consensus.
Process and relationships
matter to me. Yet, having
now entered my seventh year
as pastor of FPC, I am
increasingly mystified by how
best to develop leaders in the
congregation. It is a healthy
congregation with strong
leaders. But those leaders are
comparatively few in number
to meet the needs of the
whole congregation, and I
see those few exerting a level
of energy that, while dynamic

ahead …

and effective, is not
sustainable over the long haul.
Thus, my pattern of leadership
is to over-function, taking care
of lots of details so that (a)
they get done and (b) the
leaders we have don’t burn
out. That is not sustainable
and can lead to burnout.
My sabbatical revolves
around two related, parallel
issues. First, I want to step
back and look at leadership
trends, how my own leadership approach stacks up to
them, and reflect on how I
can amend my ways to be
more effective in leader
development. Second, and
equally important, I want to
step aside and rest—which,
if I’m honest, may be the
hardest work of all.
A sabbatical is a period of
reflection for both the pastor
and the congregation. I see
my stepping away as a
unique opportunity for the
congregation to ponder leader
development among and
within its own ranks. I also
hope to help the congregation
secure a seminary intern who
will provide consistent pastoral
leadership, while affording
the congregation a fresh
perspective on and experience
of the changing church.
I hope to return as a pastor
who is refreshed and renewed
physically, spiritually, mentally,
and emotionally, and ready to
work in partnership with the
congregation as we discern
God’s will and how that will be
expressed in this next season
of our life together.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

F eb ru a r y 2 0 1 9

FPC Spotlight: Roger & Loretta Ryburn
Roger and Loretta Ryburn,
who joined our congregation on Dec. 16, met each
other in 1958 when they
were both students at
Tennessee Tech. The next
year, Roger graduated with
a mechanical engineering
degree and received a
commission as a second
lieutenant in the U. S. Army.
They were married on Jan.
30, 1960, at the First
Presbyterian Church in
Shelbyville, Tenn.
Born in Erwin, Roger was
the son of a machinist.
Loretta, a native of West
Columbia, S.C., was the
daughter of an architect;
while growing up she
attended Pine Valley
Elementary School (194650) in the Secret City.
After a stint in the Army
at Aberdeen Proving
Ground in Maryland, Roger
began work for NASA in
Huntsville, Ala., on the
design and development of
the J-2 rocket engine, which
was used on the second and
third stages of the Saturn V
rocket. He met several
astronauts but left NASA
in late 1968, shortly before
the landing of a man on the
moon. Then he worked on
placement of anti-ballistic
missile sites for the
Department of Defense
(DOD) and on expanding
the capacity of uranium
enrichment facilities for the

Atomic Energy Commission
and then DOE. Before
retiring in 2000, he worked
for TVA in Chattanooga and
Martin Marietta in Oak
Ridge.
The Ryburns have two
grown children, Jim and
Deborah Lynda. While
raising them, Loretta
became involved in their
school activities, served as
a Cub Scout den mother,
and taught at a church
Vacation Bible School. She
volunteered for the
Huntsville Ballet Company
and later at the Oak Ridge
Civic Ballet Association and
Dance Arts here. She also
volunteered at the Oak
Ridge Public Library.
Both of the Ryburns’
grown children have
engineering degrees and
two of their three granddaughters have an
engineering or science
degree. Their son works
at Y-12 and their daughter
and her husband work at
DOD’s Redstone Arsenal
in Alabama.
Roger is treasurer of the
local chapter of Mended
Hearts, Inc. He plays golf
occasionally. He and Loretta
meet with some old friends
once a week for bowling and
lunch. Their joint interests
include genealogy and UT
sports. Since retirement,
they have traveled
extensively, visiting Canada,

Mexico, Australia, New
Zealand, and several
countries in Europe.
Why do they like our
church? “When we walked
into First Presbyterian, we
looked at each other and
knew this was the church
we wanted to join,” Loretta
said. “Everyone is so
friendly. I will never forget
how caring everyone was
when I was recently
hospitalized after receiving a
hip replacement.”

Roger & Loretta Ryburn
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Christian education
Sunday school classes for all ages
Snacks and beverages provided
Nursery (through age 3), first floor, Education building
Kidz Zone
(age 4 thru grade 4, Education building) Music, Godly Play,
and learning basic Bible stories. February lead teachers:
Pete Johnson, Martina Ward

Midweek Bible study
The midweek Bible study,
taught by Sharon Youngs,
meets each Wednesday, at
5:30 p.m., in the parlor.
Currently our focus is on
women in the Bible.
The class is designed so
that anyone can join the
conversation at any point.
Childcare is available.

The Jugglers
(adults, room 100 Activities building) Everyone is juggling something.
How do you deepen your faith in the middle of it all? Facilitator:
Sharon Youngs
Early Birds
(adults, room 6, sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible
study. Teachers: Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
Rise 'n' Shine
(adults, parlor, Sanctuary building) Prayer, conversation, and Bible
study. Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah Tippett

FPC youth group schedule
Our youth group (grades 4-12) meets regularly from
5:30 to 7:00 p.m. on Sunday evenings. Here’s what’s
ahead up to the beginning of March:
Sun., Feb. 3—collect food donations during worship;
no evening meeting
Sun., Feb. 10—Valentine service project
Sun., Feb. 17—Presbytery Disaster Assistance
Fri., Feb. 22—Movie night! 6:00-8:30 p.m., room 102
Sun., Mar 3—Parent planning dinner & Mardi Gras
activity for youth

A volunteer opportunity
Thank you to the Stones, Tonia Hensley, Anne Backus, and
the youth council for providing meals for the above youth
events. If you are interested in supplying a simple meal for
the youth group on a Sunday evening, please contact the
office at (865) 483-1318 or fpcadmin@comcast.net.
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FPC supports literacy effort at local school
The “Educate a Child” initiative was launched at
Willow Brook Elementary School on Jan. 10 with
two hours of volunteer training provided by the
school.
The volunteers will be working with children to
shore up reading, writing, and math skills from now
until the summer break.
Attending training were FPC members Anne
Backus, Sue Byrne, Linda Driver, Tarri Driver, Sally
Haywood, Gene Ice, Rosalyn McKeown-Ice, and
Mary Mullins. Linda Goodrich, Mary Jennings, and
Sue Smith, members of Anna Robinson’s book club,
have also joined this literacy effort.
Next month, volunteers will begin to share their
stories and experiences working with the
children and staff at Willow Brook.

Scouts BSA—Changes start Feb. 1
On Friday Feb. 1, the traditional Boy Scout
program will become Scouts
BSA. Along with this name
change comes the admission
of girls. First Presbyterian
church is leading the way
with the first chartered
Scouts BSA female troop.
The new troop already has
13 registered scouts. Jason
Cheney will serve as the
Scoutmaster for this new
troop. This troop will also
be Troop 42.
All youth (male and
female) will have the same
requirements and
opportunities. There has
been no change to the
program or requirements
for advancement. To reflect
the membership of female
participants in Scouts BSA,
a new Scout Handbook was
printed to include photos
of female youth. Several of
the new Troop 42 youth
are featured prominently
in the new handbook.
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Importance of preserving and protecting church records
Church records, including
minutes of church meetings,
are an important source of
information about present
and past church members
and their faith leaders. The
information is valuable for
church members, faith
leaders, law enforcement,
and genealogical websites,
such as ancestry.com.
Two years ago, the FPC
internal auditing team
expressed concern about
the preservation and
protection of FPC’s
records. The team called for
an electronic record to be
made of the minutes and
the handwritten registers.
As a result, in June 2017,
the clerk took two books of
minutes to the Presbyterian
Historical Society (PHS) in
Philadelphia, Pa. Those
books are being stored
under ideal conditions,
ensuring they will last a lot
longer than they would in
an FPC file drawer. A
couple months later, for a
small fee, PHS made and
sent to FPC electronic files
(PDFs) of the books. The
PDF of the typewritten
minutes is searchable.
In July 2018, the clerk
made an electronic record
of the current members in
the church register. In the
church office, she typed the
names of 286 current
members then in the
register into a searchable
Microsoft Excel spreadsheet.

Lists of our current
members are available both
chronologically and
alphabetically in the Excel
workbook. If you want to
find out if Member A was
baptized, married, and
ordained as an elder in our
church, you would have to
search for that information
in three different sections
of our handwritten church
register. In the Excel workbook, all that information
and more are available on
one electronic page. The
workbook also has data
on installed pastors and
member transfers, deaths,
and burials, as well as new
baptisms and weddings.
We will eventually send
almost all of the books of
Session and congregational
minutes, as well as the
church register books, to
the PHS for safe storage.
PHS will create and email
to us PDFs of these hard
copies, which, along with
the Excel workbook, can
be stored in the church
office and home computers
of clerks.
In reviewing the church
register, the clerk was
surprised to discover that
the late Robert Charpie,
a theoretical physicist and
manager, had been an FPC
member who was elected
to Session in 1960. At the
time, Charpie (who had
appeared on a TV quiz
show in the 1950s) was
assistant director of Oak

Ridge National Laboratory
and vice chairman of the
Oak Ridge Board of
Education, helping our city
have one of the first racially
integrated school systems
in the South. In 1964, he
left ORNL. From 1965 to
1967, he chaired a panel
for the U.S. Department
of Commerce that
produced “the Charpie
Report,” which emphasized
the importance of
technological innovations
for economic growth in the
United States.
In 1968, he became
president of Bell & Howell,
and in 1969, he joined
Boston-based Cabot
Corporation as president
and CEO. In one particular
year Charpie was the
highest-paid executive in
the U.S., according to
former ORNL Director
Alvin Weinberg, who
wrote: “Besides having a
very high I.Q., Bob had a
presence, a grasp of detail,
and a way of articulating
his ideas that almost always
convinced those around
him.” Bob must have been
an outstanding church and
Session member.—Carolyn
Krause, clerk of Session
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Session news: 2019 budget, offering schedule, officers OK’d
At its regular January
meeting, Session approved






by a 10-1 vote a 2019
budget of $356,014 with
a deficit of $23,980.
the following special
offering dates for 2019
and early 2020: Blanket
Sunday (February 2,
2020); One Great Hour
of Sharing (Easter, April
21, 2019); Pentecost
Offering (June 9, 2019);
Living Waters for the
World (August 11,
2019); Peace & Global
Witness Offering
(October 6, 2019);
Morgan-Scott Project—
Christmas gifts
(November 3, 2019);
Christmas Joy Offering
(December 24, 2019);
FPC Hunger Fund Offering (quarterly): March
17, June 23, September
22, and December 8.
the amount of $22,000
to the Presbytery of







East Tennessee for the
larger work of the PC
(USA) for 2019. In addition, $2,000 will be sent
to PC(USA) Office of
the General Assembly,
$2,000 to PC(USA)
Presbyterian Mission
Agency, $3,500 to PC
(USA) Theological Education Fund, and $1,000
to the Synod of Living
Waters.
the use of the sanctuary
for the Morgan County
Residential Recovery
Court Alpha Day away
on October 19, 2019.
the following members
of the Social Concerns
committee for 2019:
Daisy Campen, Bob
Cantrell, Rosalyn
McKeown-Ice, Gail
King, Phil King, and
Carolyn Krause.
the following members
of the Worship
committee for 2019:
Judy Greeson, Mary

Mullins, Sydney Murray,
Barbara Reeve, Susan
Sharp, and Dennis
Strickler.
the election of Anne
Backus and Martina
Ward as commissioners
to the Feb. 9 meeting of
the Presbytery of East
Tennessee at Rivermont
Presbyterian Church in
Chattanooga.
the re-election for oneyear terms of Carolyn
Krause, clerk of Session;
David Mullins, church
treasurer; Anne Backus,
associate treasurer, and
Janet Swift, assistant
treasurer.
the election of the
following officers of the
FPC corporation for
2019: Colin Colverson,
president; Teresa
Brittain, vice president;
Carolyn Krause,
secretary; and David
Mullins, treasurer.







Our Financial Snapshot: Fourth Quarter 2018
At the end of 2018, we
finished with a surplus of
$12,891, although we
anticipated a deficit of
$8,108. Pledge income
finished slightly below what
was pledged, while other
contributions and other
income were ahead of what
we expected. As a result,
our total income also ended
up higher than projected.
These results highlight the
challenge Session has when
adopting a budget. We can
anticipate the pledges fairly
closely but can make only
an educated guess about

other types of income,
particularly unpledged
contributions.
FPC’s expenses were
lower than anticipated
primarily because staffing
changes left some positions
vacant during the year.
Several programmatic areas
ended up under budget for
the year. The only area
where expenses ran higher
than expected was Property
and Maintenance, mostly
because of higher utility
costs in 2018.—David
Mullins, church treasurer

Through December 31, 2018:
Pledges

Actual
259,790

Budgeted
263,342

Other Contributions

69,997

60,200

Other Income

30,042

26,600

Total Income

359,829

350,142

Expenses

346,938

358,250

12,891

-8,108

Surplus/(Deficit)

T he Ba nne r
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A recent youth group dinner at the Everitts’ home
(above) and making gingerbread cookies (at right)

Nanette King sharing during Time with the Children
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Bits ‘n’ pieces
FPC Women’s lunch
Food 4 Kids
Meet at First
United Methodist
Church on Monday,
Feb. 11, at 1:30 p.m.,
to help pack food items for local
children and youth who are at
risk of food insecurity.

The FPC women will gather at Outback
Steakhouse on Illinois Ave. for lunch on
Monday, Feb. 11, at 12:30 p.m. Outback is
one of the local eateries that donates a
portion of their profits to ADFAC the
second Monday each month.

FPC Men’s lunch:
The FPC men meet for lunch each Monday
at 11:30 a.m. at The Soup Kitchen.

Reverend Sharon Youngs and congregation—
A simple “thank you” is not enough to express my gratitude for your
kindness and generosity. Thank you! Your congregation hosted Blossom
Center’s Christmas fundraiser with hospitality and kindness I felt so
privileged to experience. Because of you, we raised a whopping $1325!
It will make a huge difference in the lives of children and families.
Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU! Thank you for everything you do!
Creed Mushimbo

“For every dollar you give and every minute you spare because you care
about Blossom Center—a garden where children grow and bloom—
we are grateful for this watering you do.”

A women’s lunch gathering—come join the fun!

February birthdays
2/1 Alexandra Campbell
2/8 Leann Trowbridge
2/9 Adrienne Potter
2/13 Jim Tonne
2/14 Gene Ice
2/15 Bob Edwards
2/22 Desmond Darko
2/28 Anna Thomas
Congratulations!
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January Worship Volunteers

Sunday, February 3
Liturgist: Dave Mullins
Acolyte: Megan Stone
Time with Children: Matt Stone
First Steps: Martina Ward, Susan Sharp
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Team II, led by George Darko
Nametags: Candice Strickler
Counters: TBA
Flowers: to the glory of God
Fellowship Host: Judy Greeson
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, February 17
Liturgist: TBA
Acolyte: Rebecca Davenport
Time with Children: Chuck Hadden
First Steps: Martina Ward, Daisy Campen
Sound Guild: Carolyn Krause
Ushers: Team IV, led by Dennis Strickler
Nametags: Nanette King
Counters: TBA
Flowers: Mike & Peggy Hilliard
Fellowship Hosts: Mimi Tilley and family
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, February 10
Liturgist: Sherrie Fairchild-Keyes
Acolyte: Taylor Hensley, Avery Myers
Time with Children: Peggy Terpstra
First Steps: Deb Bostick, Martina Ward
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Gray
Nametags: Vivian Jung
Counters: TBA
Flowers: TBA
Fellowship Hosts: Debra, Matt and Megan Stone
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, February 24
Liturgist: Troop 42 Scouts
Acolytes: Kendyll Hensley, Willow Tilley
Time with Children: Mike Hilliard
First Steps: Nanette King, Susan Sharp
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team I, led by Irene Darko
Nametags: TBA
Counters: TBA
Flowers: Peggy Ricks
Fellowship Hosts: Gretchen Drane, Lou Dunlap
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Choir schedule & news
The Chancel Choir holds regular weekly rehearsals on
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. New voices are always welcome
and childcare is available.
Anna Thomas, music director

ORCMA coffee concert Sunday, Feb. 17
The Oak Ridge Civic Music Association (ORCMA) will present a free concert featuring
The Inner Voices Quartet at FPC on Sunday, Feb. 17, at 7:30 p.m., with refreshments in
the fellowship hall afterward. Experience the brilliance of Beethoven paired with the
extraordinary voice of American composer, Jennifer Higdon.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

27

28

29

30

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
12 pm Troop 42
fundraiser lunch
5:30 FPC youth grp
7:30 ORCMA coffee
concert

9:30 Coffee Chat
10 am AAUW mtg
11:30 Men’s lunch

12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:30 AA

5:30 Bible study

3

4
10 am FMC class
11:30 Men’s lunch

5
12:15 Centering
Prayer

6

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
11:30 Lasagna lunch
and annual meeting
of congregation

5:15 ADFAC mtg
6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 FPC youth grp

Thu
31

Fri
1 February

7 pm Finance mtg

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

7

8

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

11

12

13

14

15

10 am FMC class
11:30 Men’s lunch
12:30 Women’s
lunch

10 am Book forum
12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
10:30 ADFAC mtg
11:30 Al Anon

7pm Choir

5:30 Bible study
6:30 Session
7 pm Choir

6 pm Boy Scouts

5:30 AA
6:30 Guitar workshop

17

18

19

20

9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship

Office closed

12:15 Centering
Prayer

10 am staff mtg
10:00 ADFAC mtg
11:30 Al Anon

24
9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
12 pm Troop 42
fundraiser lunch
3 pm violin recital
5:30 FPC youth grp

21

22

6 pm Youth
movie night

5:30 Bible study
7 pm Choir

6 pm TCWP mtg

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

25

26

27

28

1 March

9:30 Coffee Chat
10 am FMC class
10 am AAUW mtg
11:30 Men’s lunch

12:15 Centering
Prayer

8:30 ADFAC mtg
10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:30 AA

5:30 Bible study
7 pm Choir

Please note this calendar is subject to change. Check fpcor.org for real-time calendar.

23
8 am AYSO
training

5:30 AA

5:15 ADFAC mtg
6 pm Boy Scouts

16

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

1 pm ORICL book
club
6 pm Boy Scouts

9
PET meeting
(Chattanooga)

5 pm Welcome Table

5:30 FPC youth grp
6:30 Dem. for E. TN
7:30 ORCMA coffee
concert

2

10 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

5:30 Bible study

10 am FMC class
11:30 Men’s lunch

Sat

10 am CWU mtg

5:30 P&M meeting
5:30 AA
6 pm PEO mtg
6:30 Guitar workshop

6 pm Boy Scouts
10
9 am Sun. school
9:55 Choir
10 am Fellowship
10:30 Worship
12 pm CL&W
meeting

Wed

9 am
“Uncensored”

2
8 am AYSO
training

1 pm ORICL
book club

7:30 Chinese
Bible study
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