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While the twelve days of
Christmas does not
technically end until Jan. 5,
we will launch the season of
Epiphany on Jan. 2, the first
Sunday of the new year. The
Christmas story declares
the divine entry of the
Word-Made-Flesh in the
birth of Immanuel; Epiphany
shines a spotlight on the
revelation of God to the
world in the person of Jesus
of Nazareth. The season
begins with the Magi arriving
in Bethlehem to worship
the Christ child. Because

they were guided by a star
in the East, the importance
of the symbol of light is
prominent throughout
Epiphany as it illumines
glimpses of God’s
appearance among us.
During worship on Jan. 2,
we will mark the arrival of
the Magi to the Bethlehem
stable to worship the
newborn King. We will also
celebrate the Sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper and
continue our tradition of
offering star words to all
who would like to have one.

Drawn randomly, the star
word is a way to focus
one’s spiritual journey in
the new year: How might
God be speaking to you
through the word you
select?
Following worship, we will
gather in the fellowship hall
(in a physically distanced
way) to toast the arrival of
2022. The Congregational
Care and Welcome
Committee will provide
beverages, pre-packaged
ham biscuits, and other
snacks.

Search for new office manager commences
Annual Meeting of
the Congregation
coming Jan. 30
Mark your calendars:
The annual meeting of the
congregation will take place
following worship on
Sunday, Jan. 30. The meeting
is an opportunity for the
congregation to hear
reports from Session
committees and act on the
pastor’s terms of call (salary
and benefits) for 2022.
Determination of the
meeting format (in person,
virtual, or hybrid) will be
made as the date nears.

We recently bid a fond
farewell to Adrienne
Walker, who resigned as
FPC’s office manager, a
position she held since
September 2012, to accept a
new job with JLL, located in
the Leidos building.
While we can’t replace
Adrienne, a team has been

formed to fill the vacant
position and is already
beginning their work. In the
meantime, we are calling for
“all hands on deck” to help
cover basic functions—from
being available in the office a
couple of hours occasionally
to answer the phone, to
filing, to picking up the mail

from the post office, and so
forth. If you can share the
gift of a bit of your time,
please contact Human
Resources Committee
Chair Peggy Hilliard
(engprofmwh@gmail.com;
300-4236) or Sharon
(fpcpastor@live.com;
771-7178).

Project begins to relocate church offices
In an exciting move to
make FPC’s offices more
accessible, visible, and
efficient, the Session has
adopted an initial plan to
relocate the offices to their
original spot in the
Sanctuary building. The main
office will be in what is now
Peggy Hinkle’s office and the
adjacent room that stores
worship banners. The
pastor’s office will move to

what is now the music
library/storage area across
from the entrance to the
choir room.
BarberMcMurryArchitects,
the same Knoxville-based
firm used when the
Sanctuary building was
designed and erected in the
1950s, is slated to begin
drawing up plans, including
cabinets for banner storage
and an ADA-compliant

office entrance, within the
next few weeks. Those
plans will be shared with
the congregation shortly
thereafter. Meanwhile,
work has already begun to
identify items to be moved,
recycled, or repurposed.
Financial resources for the
move are projected to
come from FPC’s current
funds. Lots more detail to
come. Stay tuned!
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From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

Worship services: in
person & livestream
FPC’s online worship
services begin each Sunday
morning with an extended
musical prelude at 10:20
a.m. The Facebook Live
link, which is the same
week to week, is https://
www.facebook.com/FirstPresbyterian-Church-OakRidge-TN-309180789463/.
Each service is now
simulcast in the fellowship
hall to accommodate those
who need or want
additional space during
worship.
Worship bulletins for
each service are available
to download from the
church’s website
(www.fpcor.org). If you
prefer a hard copy, please
let the church office know
(fpcadmin@comcast.
net or 483-1318).

It feels like déjà vu all over
again as we enter the new
year. The pandemic is still
with us, morphing from one
variant to another as it
moves along. Masks,
physical distancing, and
vaccinations are
commonplace, as are
scuffles over having advice
and “edicts” to follow such
COVID protocols to
mitigate risk of infection.
The mid-term, mud-slinging
election season will begin
in earnest any day now.
And there are those new
year’s resolutions: eat less,
walk more, use a little, give
a lot. As the writer of
Ecclesiastes (quite likely
Eeyore’s great-great-greatgreat grandparent) wrote:
Whatever has happened—
that’s what will happen again;
whatever has occurred—
that’s what will occur again.

There’s nothing new under the
sun”(1:9).
But, you know what? I bet
the writer of Ecclesiastes
wasn’t facing east to take in
the morning sunrise while
writing those words. I bet it
had been a while since that
writer had put down the
pen and walked outside to
look up and take a deep
breath, or had a good
night’s sleep, or chatted
with a neighbor, or listened
to the birds, or helped out
at the local food pantry, or
read the words of the
prophet Isaiah: Do not
remember the former things,
or consider the things of old.
I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it? (43:18-19).
Yes, January 1 is just
another day for the sun to
rise and set. But it is
somehow different from

other ordinary days. There
is something to be said
about beginning a brand
new year, with its
accompanying wave of
hope, whether that wave is
a tsunami or the slightest of
ripples. It is an opportunity
to take stock of what’s
really important and to
make sure the path on
which we find ourselves is
the path we are meant—
or called—to travel. I hope
we will do that as a
congregation in this new
year.
It is a joy to begin 2022
with you. My prayer is that
your new year will be filled
with abundant moments of
grace that turn up in the
most unlikely places.
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

Session leadership for the new year
The members of FPC’s Session will gather on Jan. 8 for their annual retreat. The
retreat offers your leaders an opportunity to set priorities for the year ahead.
Session members for 2022 and the committees they will lead:
•
Patty Barlow (Congregational Care & Welcome)
•
Linda Driver and Jo Kendrick (Social Concerns)
•
Joe Everitt (Stewardship)
•
Sherrie Fairchild-Keyes and Kiersten Ruisard (Christian Education)
•
Jason Goodman and Dan Terpstra (Property & Maintenance)
•
Camille Graves and Elaine Wilson (Worship)
•
Peggy Hilliard (Human Resources)
•
Don Spong (Finance)
Would you like to work alongside these dynamic leaders and actively help FPC
further our mission and ministries within and beyond the congregation? Give them
a call to find out how you can help.
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FPC spotlight on Kawale orphan outreach
I (Cheryl) had the
opportunity to visit Kawale
Orphan Outreach (one of
the projects FPC supports)
on my visit to Malawi in
November. It was my first
trip back to Malawi since
COVID, so it was very nice
to go to Kawale and visit
with the staff. Hannah and I
would like to share a quick
update on how things are
going.
Kawale was closed for a
short period of time during
2020 for COVID, but for
the most part they have
continued with the
following programs in the
community:
• Feeding Program:
Anywhere from 38 to
45 children come every
day and receive a
nutritious lunch that
includes a protein, a
starch, and a vegetable.
• Home-Based Care
Program: This is for the
elderly and homebound
who live near the
center. Each person is
provided with a small
bag that contains
approximately four

•

pounds of a high
protein porridge called
Likuni Phala, one packet
of sugar, and a bar of
soap. They receive this
every two weeks.
There are currently 63
beneficiaries, with
requests for more
people to be added to
the list.
Education Program:
School fees are paid for
ten students, with
requests for more
students to be added to
the group.

Three staff members keep
Kawale running. Mr.
Nachamba is the director of
Kawale and provides overall
leadership. Sebastian oversees day-to-day operations.
The third is one of the
cooks who comes every
day to prepare meals for
the kids.
Each year we send some
extra funds for the kids,
their guardians, the staff,
and the community leaders
to have a Christmas party.
All the kids get a little gift,
as well as something

practical for school. Here
are a couple of pictures
from this year’s party held
on Dec. 17.
Thank you to all who
continue to support this
project. Everyone is very
grateful for the support
they receive. Mr. Nachamba
passed on a personal video
message of thanks for your
gifts, which I am happy to
share with you at any time.
There continues to be a
great need at Kawale. The
center has a waiting list for
all of the programs. If you
are looking for a place to
contribute before the end
of the year, and especially
throughout the year, please
consider supporting
Kawale.
For additional information,
contact Cheryl Barr at
cherylmalawi@gmail.com.

Above, Kawale staff
(left to right): a cook,
Sebastian, and Mr.
Nachamba
At left, Christmas
party at Kawale
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Weekly gatherings
Sundays:
9:00 a.m. classes Early Birds; Rise ‘n’ Shine;
Let’s Talk About It
Mondays:
12:00 p.m.

Tuesdays:
12:15 p.m.

Centering prayer

Wednesdays:
Midweek Bible study resumes Jan. 5

Men’s Zoom lunch

Monthly gatherings
•
•

•
•
•

Prayer shawl ministry, first Tuesdays, 9:30 a.m., room 102 of the Activities building
Brewing Questions, first Thursdays, 7:00 p.m., via Zoom
Conversation on Loss, fourth Sundays, 1:00 p.m., via Zoom
Coffee Chat, fourth Mondays, 9:30 a.m., via Zoom
Uncensored, last Saturdays, 9:00 a.m., via Zoom
(See weekly emails or call the church office for Zoom links and details.)

For High School Youth:
High school aged youth are invited to explore Matthew 25 at the Youth Summit 2022
at Camp Holston in Banner Elk, N.C., Feb. 25-27. There will be games, music, keynote,
small group, worship, moments of frivolity, and skiing/tubing/ice skating. Registration
will be open in early January. If you are interested, please contact Lee Robinson
(luvs2read65@yahoo.com), Kiersten Ruisard (kirstenjean@gmail.com), or Matt Stone
(ottomanotto@yahoo.com).

A permanent labyrinth to be built at FPC
The Session has approved the request of the family of Kay Youngs to build a permanent labyrinth at First
Presbyterian Church, using donations made to FPC in her memory. The location will be adjacent to the Memorial
Garden, in the same footprint as the temporary labyrinth that Mike and Peggy Hilliard spray-painted for the
congregation to use during Lent a few years ago (pictured below).
Used as a place for contemplation and meditation through walking a designed pattern, the labyrinth concept
originated more than 800 years ago. The labyrinth at Chartres Cathedral, built in 1205, was used by monks for
contemplative moments.
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Snack bags from Social Concerns
delivered to the Oak Ridge Fire
Department (left) and Oak Ridge
Police Department (below).

At left, Mimi Tilley helps out during the all-church workday
Below, CC&W crew works on Christmas gifts for homebound members
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A choir note
What a year 2021 has
been! We went from
worshiping inside the
sanctuary with a skeleton
crew, to moving outside
with the congregation in
the parking lot, then back
inside, then outdoors again,
and, finally, inside. The
weather was in our favor
for outdoor worship, and it
was wonderful to enjoy the
fresh air and sunshine
those days. Easter was an
especially beautiful day.
Our choir singers have
been troopers all year long;

Church entrance on the Turnpike gets a facelift

singing with masks is not
the easiest thing to do, but
they have been faithful to
sing each Sunday. Whether
with two singers or eight,
they have risen to the
challenge of a different way
of singing.
I am grateful for guests
who have been part of our
worship in 2021: Lesley
Cutshaw, Wendel Werner,
Anne Scott, Steve Boyce,
and John Purifoy. Each
brought their unique gifts
to share with us, and we
are the richer for them.

I am hopeful for 2022! As
we go forward, I anticipate
more opportunities for
singers to offer their gifts in
worship. I have passed
many kind comments on
to the choir to let them
know how much they are
appreciated. Thank you,
congregation, for those
kind words and expressions
of gratitude.—Anna Thomas
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FPC to staff Ecumenical Storehouse in February
Oak Ridge’s Ecumenical
Storehouse collects and
stores donations of
furniture and other household items and redistributes
these items to people in
need. Local social service
agencies identify and refer
people, including single
adults and families with
children, to the Storehouse.
First Presbyterian Church
and Central Baptist Church
will together be staffing the
Ecumenical Storehouse in
February. Volunteers are
needed to work from 10:00
a.m. to noon each Tuesday
and Thursday in February.

As a volunteer, you will
answer phones and help
put orders together for
clients who, because of
COVID precautions, are
not allowed in the building.
If you are physically able,
you might also help move
furniture. You’ll need to
bring a facemask to work
in the Storehouse.
We also need strong ablebodied volunteers to pick
up furniture and household
items on Saturday mornings
from 10:00 a.m. to noon.
It is especially helpful if you
have a truck for this effort.

For more information or
to volunteer, please contact
Peggy Bertrand Terpstra at
216-1592 or peggy
bertrandmail@gmail.com.

Dear Sharon and First Presbyterian
of Oak Ridge,
As we head toward Christmas and the new
year, we are filled with enormous gratitude
for all you are making possible. Thank you
for your support this year of the
Presbyterian Build with Norma and her
family. Your commitment to the Knoxville
Habitat ministry is truly changing lives.
Merry Christmas!
Knoxville Habitat for Humanity
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FPC class hears about climate change issues

Mark Eakin virtually speaks
on climate change issues to
an FPC class. Like Dan
Terpstra, host of the class,
Mark has worked on
persuading PC(USA) to divest
from fossil fuel producers.

On Dec. 10, 2021, some 30
tornados ripped through
Tennessee and five other
states, killing dozens of
people and destroying
hundreds of homes, factories,
and churches, including First
Presbyterian Church in
Mayfield, Ky. Abnormal for
December, these twisters,
including one traveling over
200 miles, were attributed to
contact between moving cold
and unusually warm air
masses. An expert said these
changes might be related to
global warming.
Extreme weather—
powerful winds, intense rainfall that leads to flooding,
long droughts, and heat
waves (which kill more
people than any other
extreme weather event)—
are expected to become
more frequent worldwide
as the earth’s surface
temperature increases. Sea
level rise from the melting
of glaciers and ocean ice

threatens the survival of
residents of island nations.
Climatic warming will lead
to devastating losses of food
crops and pollinating insects.
FPC’s “Let’s Talk about It”
Sunday morning class
recently heard about these
climate change effects and
efforts to address them from
Mark Eakin, an elder in
Warner Memorial
Presbyterian Church in
Kensington, Md., a scientist
recently retired from the
National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
and a coral reef specialist
who consulted on the
production of the movie
Chasing Coral.
Eakin said, “The ten
warmest years on record
have been since 2010.” He
added that a record number
of presbyteries have
approved an overture that
calls for the Mission
Responsibility Through
Investment committee to

This carbon capture system in Switzerland sucks carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and
sells it to Coca Cola for use in its carbonated soft drinks.

recommend that the 225th
General Assembly (2022)
ask the PC(USA) to sell its
investments in companies
that produce fossil fuels.
Burning coal, oil, and natural
gas emits carbon dioxide to
the atmosphere, warming
the climate.
Eakin noted that during the
223rd General Assembly
meeting in St. Louis, an
overture was passed that
supports carbon pricing.
Putting a price on carbon,
he said, “provides the
economic mechanism to pay
for” new technologies that
“suck CO2 out of the
atmosphere and pump it
back into the ground or turn
it into fuel.” It is believed
that carbon capture systems,
like those in Canada and
Switzerland, will be needed
to help achieve net zero
emissions of CO2 to prevent
the earth’s surface
temperature from rising
more than 1.5°C (2.7°F)
above preindustrial levels.
At the global climate
meeting last November in
Glasgow, Scotland, Eakin
said two surprises were
that many countries pledged
to reduce methane
emissions by 30% and halt
deforestation by 2030. But
there was no guarantee that
rich nations would pay
vulnerable countries for
climate-related losses and
damages, eliminate fossil-fuel
combustion and subsidies,
and reduce emissions
sufficiently to keep the
earth’s temperature from
rising to dangerous levels.
—Carolyn Krause
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Dear Reverend Youngs,
Season’s Greetings! We were members of First Presbyterian Church of Oak Ridge for
many years in the 80s and 90s. We saw a wonderful news story on the WBIR website
about your Welcome Table program to help needy families in Anderson County.
Please accept the enclosed donation to support the church’s Welcome Table.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!
Charles and Linda Garten

Speaking of FPC’s Welcome Table...
The next one is Thursday, Jan. 13, at 5:30 p.m.
Want to help cook, pack, or distribute our drive-by meals (observing
COVID protocols)? Let Sharon know (fpcpastor@live.com or 771-7178).

January Birthdays...
1/5
1/9
1/10
1/12
1/15
1/16
1/16
1/19
1/20
1/22
1/25
1/26
1/31

Ginny Eyman
Sandra Edwards
Roger Ryburn
Mary Ann
Davidson
Taylor Hensley
Kate Porter
Madeline Stone
Sue Byrne
Debra Stone
John A. Drake
Phil King
Bob Fulcher
Brian Drane

…and Anniversaries
At left, volunteers distribute
meals at the December
Welcome Table

To my friends at FPC,
It is hard to say farewell. It
has been my joy and privilege
to serve alongside this
congregation for 9 years.
You have been my second
church family, supporting and
encouraging me and my family
in so many ways. I cherish the
many friendships I have made
over the years and pray those
will continue. I will miss you!
In Christ’s love,
AdrienneWalker

1/24

Lee & Gerry
Morris

Congratulations!

Above, Adrienne with a quilted
runner presented to her by the
Prayer shawl ministry (left)
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