The Banner
First Presbyterian Church
Oak Ridge, Tennessee

January 2020

Happy New Year!
This month
• Epiphany star words
• Midweek Bible study
• Session retreat
• Welcome Table
• Youth council meeting
• Youth bowling
• Youth movie night
• Lasagna lunch & annual
congregational meeting

Welcome Table
Thursday, Jan. 9
5:00 p.m.
Menu: Sloppy Joes,
baked beans, potato
salad, hot vegetable,
salad, fresh fruit, and
homemade cake

Inside this issue:

Happy New Year! This
first month of 2020 here at
First Presbyterian Church
offers opportunities to
reflect back on 2019 and
gear up for our mission and
ministries ahead.
Midweek Bible study
resumes Jan. 8
Looking for a new habit to
nurture your faith in 2020?
Here’s an option. The FPC
midweek Bible study
resumes on Jan. 8. The
study, led by Pastor Sharon,
runs from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
each Wednesday in the
parlor of the Sanctuary
building. The class is
designed so that anyone can
join the class at any time.
Childcare will be available
(it helps to let us know in
advance that you’ll need it).
Our weekly focus is on
one or more of the
Lectionary passages for the
upcoming Sunday.
Participants get a two-forone benefit: learning more

about the Bible and helping
to shape our worship
experiences.
Star words return on
Epiphany, Jan. 5
We will celebrate
Epiphany on Jan. 5, the first
Sunday of 2020. This
liturgical season follows
Christmas and celebrates
God’s self-revelation to the
world in Jesus Christ. The
season begins with the
arrival of the Magi to
Bethlehem to worship the
Christ child. A star in the
East guided their long
journey; thus, the
importance of the symbol
of light throughout Epiphany
as it illumines glimpses of
God’s appearance and “aha”
moments among us.
The children will help the
Magi arrive at the
Bethlehem stable during the
10:30 a.m. worship service
on Jan. 5. Also, during the
service, we will celebrate
Communion and offer

everyone the opportunity to
select a star word for the
new year. Accompanying
the star word will be the
invitation to use your word
as a lens through which to
see God at work in and
through your life in the year
ahead.
Session holds retreat
Jan. 11
The members of FPC’s
Session will gather on Jan.
11 for their annual retreat.
The day-long event will be
held at FPC this year. The
group will step aside for a
day to look at the year
ahead. The Session members
this year: Class of 2020:
Anne Backus, Steve
Layendecker, Eric Myers,
and Martina Ward; Class of
2021: Matt Lindsey, Matt
Stone, Candice Strickler,
and Melinda Tilley; Class of
2022: Linda Driver, Joe
Everitt, Peggy Hilliard, and
Jo Kendrick.
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Following worship on Sunday, Jan. 26, we will
gather in the fellowship hall for our traditional
lasagna lunch and annual congregational meeting.
At the meeting we will review our work and
witness in 2019.
A digital copy of the 2019 annual report will be
emailed to you the week prior to the meeting.
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T he Ba nne r
From your pastor

Sharon Youngs, pastor

Cynthia Rigby, professor
of theology at Austin Theological Seminary in Texas,
wrote recently about renting a car in the Oklahoma
City airport. She opted not
to pay extra for an “EZPass,” which allows a driver to continue through toll
booths without having to
stop and pay.
Cynthia drove up to the
“cash only” tollbooth at the
first toll, only to discover it
wasn’t staffed. A sign read:
“Cars $1.50. Quarters only.” Not having six quarters
on her, she stopped at the
change machine, which was
located just before the tollbooth basket. However,
because it was in the middle of a torrential downpour, the change machine
rejected her dripping dollar
bill. She proceeded down
the growing line of vehicles
behind her to see if anyone

had change. No one opened
their windows. As a last resort, she placed two soggy
dollar bills in the basket,
wrote down the phone
number on the warning sign,
and drove through as a photo flashed and an alarm
sounded.
Cynthia stopped at the
next exit and called the
number on the warning sign.
The person who answered
scolded her for putting dollars in the toll machine because they would jam it.
Afterward, she went into a
nearby store to exchange a
$5 bill for quarters. “We’re
not allowed to give change,”
the cashier said. Cynthia’s
frustration spilled over: “If
the situation were reversed,
I would give you quarters,”
she declared. Another cashier standing nearby came
over and gave her quarters.
Cynthia continued on the

toll road, throwing in quarters until the last booth,
which was staffed. As she
rolled down her window to
pay—and to complain about
her ordeal—the attendant
said, “You owe nothing today! The car ahead of you
paid your toll, and the driver told me to tell you she
hopes you have a blessed
day.”
As a new year begins, it’s
good to be reminded that
God’s grace abounds,
even—and perhaps especially—when we least expect it.
Cynthia’s story is also a
good reminder that we are
often the conduits of that
grace. As she writes,
“Sometimes a few quarters
and a good wish can really
help it along.”
Happy New Year!
With a grateful heart,
Sharon

New conversation group
on loss forms at FPC
A new group is forming for folks who
have experienced loss. Led by FPC
member Elaine Wilson, the group will
gather monthly to share a meal and
conversation.
The group will normally meet on the
fourth Sunday of each month in the
parlor after worship. However, because
of the annual meeting of the congregation
on Jan.
26, the group will hold its first gathering
on Sunday, Jan. 19.
Please bring a potluck dish to share.
However, if you cannot bring a dish,
come anyway. There is always plenty of
food for everyone!
If you have any questions, please reach
out to Elaine at edw1955@aol.com.
The youth caroling for Bill & Maxine Vaden. A treat for all!
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FPC spotlight: Connor & Marjorie Matthews
Along with several other
members and two pastors
from the recently closed
Grace Covenant Church,
Connor and Marjorie Matthews joined FPC on Oct. 6,
2019, because of its
“welcoming atmosphere,
informality, and friendliness.” Marjorie added,
“We visited several
churches, but none were as
inviting and welcoming as
the congregation at First
Presbyterian.”
Connor worked for 34
years at the Oak Ridge
Office of the U.S. Department of Energy and its
predecessors, the Atomic
Energy Commission and the
Energy Research and
Development Administration. For several years he
was a member of the AEC/
DOE group that had onsite
offices at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory.
Born the son of a postman
in Old Hickory, Tenn.,
Connor earned a B.S.
degree in metallurgical
engineering from the
University of Tennessee,
where he also did graduate
study in the field. He is a
graduate of the Oak Ridge
School of Reactor
Technology. He later met
Marjorie at ORNL, and they
were married in 1980.

Born in Chattanooga,
Marjorie and her family
moved to Oak Ridge in 1945
when she was nine years old.
Her father worked in
industrial relations at K-25
and her mother was a
secretary at ORNL. A
graduate of Oak Ridge High
School, she attended Emory
University and undertook
additional studies in human
resource development at the
University of Virginia and the
Disney Institute for Human
Resources. Marjorie worked
at ORNL for 28 years before
retiring as section head for
administrative services in its
Metals and Ceramics
Division.
Marjorie has two sons from
a previous marriage: Bill
Clary, a radio and TV station
manager in Lexington, Ky.,
and David Clary, the Voice of
the Wildcats for ORHS
football and basketball games
over the now defunct
WATO. He continues to
broadcast ORHS games
during each season for
prepradio.com, which he
owns. Now the supervisor
of the Atlanta Braves Delta
SKY360° Club (which offers
premium seating at the
games), he was recently
honored by the Major League
team for his work.

Connor’s children are
Chuck Matthews, a nondestructive testing
certification instructor in
Humble, Tex.; Catherine
Frye, an optician in Bristol,
Tenn.; and Scott Matthews
of Jacksonville, Fla., who
works for the Internal
Revenue Service. All of
their children are ORHS
graduates. Connor and
Marjorie have six
grandchildren, ranging in
age from 20 to 28.
An active member of
Friends of ORNL, Connor
served on the committee
that produced the Alvin
Weinberg Memorial DVD.
He has also worked on the
Weinberg archives with the
Oak Ridge Children’s
Museum.
Marjorie was a
contributing author for the
Oak Ridge Public Schools
Education Foundation book
on Oak Ridge Schools’
75-year history and is
editor of the monthly
newsletter for ORHS
alumni. She was a volunteer
at Methodist Medical
Center and the YWCA.
She and Connor are
learning about FPC
activities and will decide
how they might get
involved.

Conner & Marjorie Matthews

Sacrament of Baptism on Sunday, Jan. 12
“In Baptism Got claims us, and seals us to show that we belong to God.” This sentence is a very powerful
statement to a person who has been incarcerated. Too often those who are incarcerated have been forgotten
by society. Yet, God claims these individuals as God’s own. Belonging to God and turning their lives over to
the care of God is an essential step to an addict’s in recovery. In fact, it is the third step in a 12-step program.
Baptism becomes the cornerstone of a life of recovery for these individuals.
On Sunday, Jan. 12, two men of Morgan County Residential Recovery Court will be Baptized during the
worship service. A reception will follow. Please stay after worship to welcome the gentlemen into the life of
the Presbyterian Church.

T he Ba nne r
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Children in worship
Children are always welcome and encouraged to participate
in worship! We have blue activity bags (hanging in the narthex)
that include worship-related activities for children. Parents,
there’s even something in there for you! Please help yourself,
or ask an usher for assistance.

Youth council
meeting on
Sunday, Jan. __ at
The Other One
Deli at 11:45 a.m.

Midweek Bible study
Our midweek Bible study, led by Pastor Sharon, meets on Wednesdays,
5:30 to 6:30 p.m., in the parlor of the Sanctuary building. The first meeting
of the new year will be Jan. 8. Our conversations focus on the Lectionary
readings for the coming Sunday.

Sunday school classes—9:00 a.m.
Snacks and beverages provided
Nursery (through age 3), first floor, Education building

FPC youth group
The FPC youth (grades 4-12) meet regularly on
Sunday evenings for dinner and an activity, 5:307:00 p.m., in the fellowship hall. See what’s ahead:
• Sun., Jan. 5—“Minute to Win It” games!
• Sun., Jan. 12—Bowling, 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Drop off and pick up at the Bowling Center,
bring $5 towards bowling
• Sun., Jan. 19—Star Wars activity/Parent planning
meeting
• Fri., Jan. 24—Youth movie night (6:00-8:30
p.m)! We will watch The Secret Life of Pets and
eat pizza and popcorn.
[

Youth group (above) and Advent class (at right)

KidzZone/Youth—(ages 4 years through grade 12, second
floor, Education building) Prayer, music, lessons, and skits.
Rise 'n' Shine—(adults, room 6, Sanctuary building) Prayer,
conversation, and Bible study. Current study is the Book of
Romans. Teachers: Cheryl Barr, Sue Byrne, Hannah Tippett
Early Birds—(adults, parlor, Sanctuary building) Prayer,
conversation, and Bible study. The class is studying the
Apocrypha. Teachers: Anne Backus and Rosalyn McKeown-Ice
Let’s Talk About It—(adults, room 102, Activities building) A
video-based topical conversation. Current focus: “Global
Weirding with Katharine Hayhoe.” Teacher: Dan Terpstra.
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Opportunities abound to plug in at FPC in 2020
Looking for a new way to
put hands and feet to your
faith and make a difference
at FPC, as well as in our
community and the world in
2020? If so, this is the place
for you!
Committees
FPC committees form
the backbone of this
congregation’s work and
witness. Committee
membership is open to all,
with Session approval. Most
committees meet once a
month; some, less often.
Here’s the list:
Christian Education:
oversees the educational
program for all ages, from
traditional Sunday morning
classes focused on Scripture
to seasonal and short-term
studies. Chairs: Matt Stone
and Martina Ward.
Congregational Care
and Welcome: embodies
hospitality in its work,
making sure all feel
welcome, from newcomers
to longstanding members.
Includes a number of teams,
such as the Prayer Shawl
Ministry and Welcome
Team. Chairs: Candice
Strickler and Mimi Tilley.
Finance: monitors
income and expenditures
for FPC, audits church
records, keeps the Session
informed on the financial
health of FPC, and advises
the Session in planning for
future budgets. Chair: Matt
Lindsey.
Human Resources:
coordinates the hiring,
ongoing support, and annual
reviews of FPC personnel.
Chair: Peggy Hilliard

Nominating: secures
nominees for each new
Session class of elders, as
well as the following year’s
nominees for the committee;
approves members for the
Pastor Support Team. Chair:
Candice Strickler
Property and
Maintenance: maintains
church properties, meeting
their mechanical, electrical,
plumbing, air conditioning,
and landscaping needs.
Chairs: Anne Backus and
Steve Layendecker
Social Concerns:
responsible for giving and
sustaining benevolences in
our community, to the
greater church, and in other
parts of the world. Chairs:
Linda Driver and Jo Kendrick.
Stewardship: works to
inspire God’s people in the
privilege and responsible
stewardship of money, time,
and talents. Chair:
Joe Everitt.
Worship: coordinates
FPC’s worship services,
which includes the work of
ushers, acolytes, liturgists,
and sound system
operators, as well as
flowers, paraments,
banners, and music. Chair:
Eric Myers.
Short-term projects
Not ready to serve on a
committee for an entire year?
How about hopping in and
helping either for a particular
timeframe, e.g., three
months, or for a
particular project, such as
Easter?
Talk with one of the

committee chairs or, better
yet, attend a committee
meeting to get a feel for
what goes on. One of the
best gatherings to attend is
the monthly Church Life
and Witness Team, which
meets after the worship
service and includes the
CE, Congregational Care
and Welcome, Social
Concerns, and Worship
committees.

Advent class (upper) and caroling (lower)
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Session news: new clerk, HR manual & communion schedule
At its regular meeting in
December, the Session
elected Mary Mullins as
clerk of Session for 2020.
Session also approved
• a resolution penned by
Pastor Sharon honoring
Carolyn Krause’s service
as clerk for four years.
• the revised and updated
Employee Manual
compiled by the Human
Resources Committee
for the FPC staff.
• the use of the book Jesus
the King: Understanding
the Life and Death of the
Son of God as curriculum
for the Morgan County
Residential Recovery
Court (MCRRC).
• the following dates for

•

serving Communion at
FPC in 2020: Jan. 5, Feb.
2, Feb. 26, Mar. 8, Apr. 5,
Apr. 9, May 3, May 31,
June 28, Aug. 2, Sept. 6,
Oct. 4, Nov. 1, Nov. 29,
and Dec. 24.
the administration of
Communion to MCRRC
residents within a week
of the FPC Communion
dates. Rosalyn McKeownIce, commissioned lay
pastor for the FPC
ministry at MCRRC, will
serve Communion there,
and Bob Cantrell, FPC
parish associate who initiated this ministry, will
serve it as an alternate
when Rosalyn is
unavailable.

•

•

the baptism in the FPC
sanctuary of two
MCRRC residents by
Rosalyn on Sunday, Jan.
12, 2020.
the use of the sanctuary
for the Eagle Scout
ceremony for Bill
Andress.

Also, at the meeting, the
Session and Pastor Sharon
welcomed the incoming
elders in the Class of
2022—Linda Driver, Joe
Everitt, Peggy Hilliard,
and Jo Kendrick—and
expressed gratitude to the
elders in the retiring Class
of 2019—Teresa Brittain,
Colin Colverson, Tiffany
Murray, and Janet Swift.

FPC Session honors outgoing clerk
At its December meeting, the Session recognized the retirement of Carolyn Krause as clerk. Carolyn
was acting clerk from 2013-2015 and clerk for the past four years. During her tenure, she undertook
the massive project of digitizing FPC’s membership records and Session minutes.
The Session honored Carolyn with the following resolution:
WHEREAS, the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Oak Ridge has been fortunate to have a
dedicated clerk par excellence in the person of Carolyn Krause, and
WHEREAS, Carolyn has announced her retirement as clerk of Session at the end of 2019, and
WHEREAS, the members of the Session have benefitted in ways too numerous to count Carolyn’s
tireless attention to details and other thankless mundanities – and done said work with energy,
intelligence, imagination, and love, and
WHEREAS, Carolyn has preserved and digitized Session and congregational meeting minutes and
current membership records in the church register, and
WHEREAS, Carolyn has left her exceptional mark as editor and copy editor on Session and
congregational documents,
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the Session of First Presbyterian Church of Oak Ridge
expresses its thanks to God and appreciation to Carolyn for her dedication and service to this
council, the congregation, and the greater church. we wish her good rest from this particular
labor until such time, of course, that she is needed to serve as substitute clerk!
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Bits ‘n’ pieces
FPC Women’s lunch
The FPC women will gather for lunch at Burchfield’s Restaurant in the DoubleTree
Hotel, on Monday, Jan. 13, at noon. Burchfield’s is one of several local eateries that
donates a portion of their profits to ADFAC the second Monday each month.

FPC Men’s lunch:

January birthdays

The FPC men meet for lunch each Monday at 11:30 a.m. at The Soup Kitchen.

Food 4 Kids
Meet at First United Methodist Church on Monday, Jan. 13, at 1:30
p.m., to help pack food items for local children and youth who are at
risk of food insecurity.

Centering Prayer
Looking for a break from the bustle of your day? Want
to slow those thoughts racing in your head? Consider
Centering Prayer, which takes place in the sanctuary
each Tuesday, 12:15 to 12:45 p.m. The time includes a
20-minute period of silence.

1/5
1/9
1/12
1/16
1/16
1/19
1/20
1/25
1/25
1/26
1/26
1/31

Syd Murray
Sandra Edwards
Mary Ann Davidson
Kate Porter
Maddie Stone
Sue Byrne
Deb Stone
Jere Duke
Phil King
Bob Fulcher
Janet Swift
Brian Drane
Congratulations!

Genealogy club
Come get some help or
share your research
adventures each third
Thursday, from 7:00 to 8:30
p.m. in the Parlor (Sanctuary
building). Our next meeting
is Jan. 15. Contact Pat
Dugand for more details
(pdugand@gmail).

Advent class
skit fun!

T he Ba nne r
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January Worship Volunteers
Sunday, January 5
Liturgist: Bert Everett
Acolyte: Rebecca Davenport
Time with Children: Sharon Youngs
First Steps: Anne Backus, Martina Ward
Sound Guild: Don Spong
Ushers: Team II, led by George Darko
Counters: George Darko, Jeri Duke
Flowers: TBA
Nametags: Fred & Sally Haywood
Fellowship: Joe Concepcion, Nanette King
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, January 19
Liturgist: Don Spong
Acolyte: Avery Myers
Time with Children: Matt Stone
First Steps: Daisey Campen, Martina Ward
Sound Guild: Carolyn Krause
Ushers: Team IV, led by Dennis Strickler
Counters: Colin Colverson, Dennis Strickler
Flowers: Sally Moyer
Nametags: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Fellowship: Irene & George Darko
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, January 12
Liturgist: Linda Driver
Acolyte: Skylar Bay Hensley
Time with Children: Chuck Hadden
First Steps: Deb & Matt Stone, Martina Ward,
Sound Guild: Sydney Murray
Ushers: Team III, led by Joe Gray
Counters: Joe Gray, Dan Terpstra
Flowers: TBA
Nametags: TBA
Fellowship: Lewis & Phyllis Phillips
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Sunday, January 26
Liturgist: Willow Tilley
Acolyte: Kendyll Hensley
Time with Children: Chris Iverson
First Steps: Ryan Tilley, Martina Ward
Sound Guild: Dale Hadden
Ushers: Team I, led by Irene Darko
Counters: Gene Ice, Jim Tonne
Flowers: Sharon Youngs
Nametags: Lou Dunlap, Shirley Sauls
Fellowship: Sally & Fred Haywood
Opening/Closing: Anne Backus, Dennis Strickler

Anna Thomas, music director

Choir rehearsal
Weekly rehearsals of FPC’s adult choir
at 7:00 p.m. every Wednesday will
resume on Jan. 15. Child care is provided.
Come join us!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

29

30

31

9 am Sun. school
10:06 Choir
10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship

9:30 Coffee Chat
11:30 Men’s lunch

12:15 Centering
Prayer

5
9 am Sun. school
10:06 Choir
10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship

5:30 Youth group

Wed
1

2

6 pm Scouts BSA

6:30 Guitar workshop

6

7

8

11:30 Men’s lunch
12:00 Women’s
Lunch

9:30 Prayer shawl
12:15 Centering
Prayer
1 pm Welcome team

11 am staff meeting
11:30 Al Anon

Sat

3

4
10 am Eagle
Scout ceremony

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

9

10

11

5 pm Welcome
Table

5:30 Midweek Bible
study
7 pm Choir

7pm Finance mtg

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

16

17

18

6:30 Guitar workshop

12

13

14

15

9 am Sun. school
10:06 Choir
10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship
11:45 Youth council
3 pm FPC Youth—
bowling!

11:30 Men’s lunch

10 am Book forum
12:15 Centering
Prayer

11 am staff mtg
11:30 Al Anon

9 am Sun. school
10:06 Choir
10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship

Fri

Church Office
closed for
New Year’s Day

6 pm Scouts BSA

19

Thu

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

6 pm Scouts BSA

5:30 Property &
Maintenance mtg
6:30 Guitar workshop

5:30 Midweek Bible
study
6 pm Choir
6:30 Session

6 pm TCWP mtg
7 pm Genealogy grp

20

21

22

23

Church Office
closed

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon
24

12:15 Centering
Prayer

25

9 am
Uncensored

11:30 Men’s lunch

6 pm Youth
Movie night
5:30 Youth group

6 pm Scouts BSA

26

27

28

9 am Sun. school
10:06 Choir
10:30 Worship
11:30 Fellowship

9:30 Coffee chat
11:30 Men’s lunch

12:15 Centering
Prayer

29

6 pm Scouts BSA
Please note this calendar is subject to change. Check fpcor.org for real-time calendar.

30

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon

31

Feb. 1

7:30 Chinese
Bible study

5 pm Oak Ridge
Pokemon
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The Banner team includes Carolyn
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from the congregation, Session, and
staff.

Embodying Christ’s inclusive love through heart, mind, and service
give
today

