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First Presbyterian Church 

Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

This Month  

¶ All-church retreat 

¶ New MCRRC study 

¶ New class: What do             

Presbyterians believe? 

¶ Youth movie night 

¶ All-church workday 

¶ Uncensored 

¶ Coffee chat 

Welcome Peggy Hinkle, FPCõs new organist 

  First Presbyterian Church 

has a new organist. A 

search committee selected 

Peggy Cavin Hinkle to re-

place Jim Allen, FPCõs or-

ganist for 43 years, who 

died in May.  

   Peggy is an associate pro-

fessor and coordinator of 

the Music Department at 

Pellissippi State Community 

College, where she has 

taught for more than 25 

years. She is the lead 

teacher for piano instruc-

tion and also teaches 

courses in music theory, 

music appreciation, and 

harp. Peggy is the piano ac-

companist for both choirs at 

Pellissippi and more than 20 

vocal students. 

  Peggy holds a masterõs de-

gree in piano pedagogy and 

literature from the Univer-

sity of Tennessee and a 

bachelorõs degree in key-

board performance from 

Lee University in Cleveland, 

Tenn., with a double major 

in piano and organ. A native 

of the Halls community, 

Peggy performs across East 

Tennessee, playing piano, 

organ, and harp. Currently, 

she is studying hammered 

dulcimer. 

  "I am so excited to be 

First Presbyterian Church's 

new organist!" Peggy said.   
 

(Continued on page 10) 

Stewardship Emphasis: Fruits of Faithfulness  

All -church retreat  
 

With 60 folks planning to attend and a 

schedule full of fun for all ages, things 

are shaping up for a wonderful retreat 

on Saturday, Sept. 10, at John Knox 

Center. If your calendar has cleared 

and you find that you can join the fun, call the  

office today and weõll make room for you! 

Who are Presbyterians? Whatõs our history, our theology?  
  Beginning Sunday, Sept. 11, and continuing each Sunday through the end of the month, 

Sharon will be leading the class What Do Presbyterians Believe? The class is for every-

one, especially those who are new to FPC and want to know more about Presbyterian 

theology and polity in general and FPCõs mission and ministries in particular. The class will 

meet in Room 6 on Sept. 11, and then in the parlor on Sept. 18 and 25.  

Peggy Hinkle, organist 

  Consider the bounty of 

grace we receive from God 

as we go about our day-to-

day lives. The fruit of the 

Holy Spirit is a biblical term 

that sums up nine attributes 

of a Christian life according 

to Paul in his Letter to the 

Galatians: òBut the fruit of  

the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 

forbearance, kindness, good-

ness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

and self-control.ó   

  The Stewardship commit-

tee, in a recent brainstorm-

ing session, selected òFruits 

of Faithfulnessó as the 

theme for the upcoming 

stewardship campaign.  

  Encouraging us to  

appreciate Paulõs teaching 

about the fruits of the Spirit, 

this theme evokes the gifts 

we receive from God,  

celebrates the legacies of 

those who came before us, 

expresses thanksgiving for 

our current gifts, and moves 

us forward as faithful  

stewards.   
 

(continued on page 6) 

 

 

 

Saturday, Sept. 24  

8:00 a.m. -  noon  

See page 3  
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Sharon Youngs, pastor 

The Banner 

  Recently, I had the pleas-

ure of walking the board-

walk at Ocean City, N.J. 

(pictured below). It was a 

first for me to spend time at 

the Jersey shore in general, 

and to stroll on a boardwalk 

like Ocean Cityõs in particu-

lar. I found the afternoon 

delightful in many ways ð 

the colors, the flavors, the 

families, the seagulls, the 

water, and more. I even 

experienced marching 

Mummers. The Mummers 

parade, the oldest continu-

ous folk parade in America, 

is an acclaimed tradition 

every New Yearõs Day in 

Philadelphia. 

  Later that evening, I 

posted to Facebook a few 

pictures I took from that 

afternoon and enjoyed read-

ing the responses from folks 

who shared their own sto-

ries about Ocean City. Itõs a 

place that holds longstand-

ing memories for a host of 

people, including several of 

you.  

  Each of us has one or 

more favorite spots that 

hold precious memories for 

us. There are several for 

me, including Peters Ford, a 

wide place in a creek near 

Allardt that made a great 

swimming hole. Thereõs also 

my grandparentsõ farm in 

New Market (Tenn.) with 

the aromatic boxwoods in 

front of the house and the 

breakfasts when Papaw 

Ramsey mixed together 

honey and butter to spread 

on Grannyõs homemade 

biscuits.  

  I know from listening to 

the stories youõve shared 

with me that First Presbyte-

rian Church is a place that 

holds precious memories 

for many of you. It is where 

you were married, where 

you or your children were 

baptized, where you taught 

Sunday school, learned a 

favorite hymn, attended 

lock-ins, organized mission 

trips, met beloved friends, 

had life-changing conversa-

tions; it is where you were 

challenged to step up and 

accept the call to follow 

Jesus in a particular way.  

  It doesnõt take long for 

memories to begin rooting 

within and between us here 

at FPC. It starts by being 

present (physically or  

electronically), by engaging 

the people and the  

opportunities before us, and 

by being open to the Spirit 

already at work within us.  

  Who knows? Perhaps this 

is the very month here at 

FPC when a remarkable 

memory will plant itself 

within you! 
 

With a grateful heart, 

Sharon 

In memoriam  
 

Lawrence Akers, Paul 

Akersõ father 
 

Sarah Budai, daughter of 

John & Kathy Budai, 

sister of Laura 
 

Oris Bullock, longtime 

FPC member 
 

Tom Ebert, longtime 

FPC member 
 

Kathleen Henderson, 

Susan McMahonõs 

mother 
 

Jesse Hilliard, Mike  

Hilliardõs father 
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Member spotlight: Matt & Jenny Lindsey  

  At Oak Ridge National 

Laboratory, Matt Lindsey is 

òpart of the ôthin blue lineõ 

of cybersecurity that  

protects the labõs computer 

network and research from 

the hordes of hackers on 

the Internet, including  

Sheldon Cooperó (who 

claimed to have hacked into 

an ORNL supercomputer in 

a Big Bang Theory episode). 

Matt, who earned a B.S.  

degree in computer science 

at Georgia Tech, is a native 

of Atlanta whose mother 

was a certified professional 

accountant and whose  

father worked in global  

finance for Coca-Cola. 

  At Forest Park Clinic for 

Cats and Dogs in Bearden, 

Jenny De Tar Lindsey meets 

and greets pets and people 

as a receptionist. òI hope to 

continue working with  

animals in some capacity,ó 

she said, adding that she 

loves to care for and ride 

horses. Jenny held previous 

jobs at Bush Beans, Noodles 

& Company, and Cokesbury 

Bookstore.   

  A native of Cedar Rapids, 

Ia., she moved with her  

parents and brother from 

Iowa to Minnesota to  

Tennessee (first Memphis, 

later Knoxville) because of 

her fatherõs job as a  

chemical engineer and then 

financial planner. Her 

mother, who has a teaching 

degree, is director of senior 

ministries at Concord 

United Methodist Church  

in Knoxville.  

  Jenny graduated from  

Farragut High School and 

Iowa State University with  

a B.S. degree in food  

science and technology.  

She played clarinet in both 

the Farragut and Iowa State 

marching bands.  

  Matt and Jenny met 

through match.com in  

September 2011. òI  

messaged Matt first because 

I thought it was great to  

find someone else who 

loves Firefly as much as I 

do,ó she said. Firefly is a sci-

fi western TV show that 

Fox later canceled. The 

couple got married last year 

and spent their honeymoon 

in southern Italy and Sicily, 

where some of Jennyõs  

ancestors lived. 

 òWe started attending FPC 

worship services  

because Sherith Colverson 

had invited us and we were 

looking for a new faith 

community,ó Jenny said. 

òWe decided to join  

because FPC is a very  

welcoming and caring  

community that will help 

us grow in our faith.ó 

  Already the Lindseys are 

active at FPC. Matt is an 

usher, and Jenny sings  

soprano in the choir, has 

played clarinet in a duet 

with Peggy Terpstra, and 

tends vegetables in the FPC 

community garden for 

which she serves as co-

coordinator. 

  Clearly, the Lindseys have 

many talents to offer our 

congregation and the Oak 

Ridge area community. 

All -church workday on Sept. 24  

  The All-Church Workday 

Saturday, Sept. 24, begins 

with a hearty breakfast at 

8:00 a.m. and concludes 

with lunch at noon. Projects 

on tap for the day include:   
 

Å Staining the play set in the 

Community Garden area 

Å Sprucing up the fire pit 

area, including staining 

benches 

Å Trimming trees and 

bushes (long list of needs) 

Å Raking leaves and pine 

needles 

Å Staining the grout in the 

Sanctuary building kitchen 

Å Painting walls, stalls, and 

newer features in Activity 

Building bathrooms 

Å Power washing parts of 

the Sanctuary building 

Å Washing windows 

Å Rerouting a dryer duct in 

the Education building 

Å Installing a vent in the  

Education building 

Å Cleaning and inspecting 

gutters/downspouts  

Å Cleaning up the kitchens 

in both the Sanctuary and 

Activities buildings 

Å Cleaning the 

supply room in 

the Sanctuary 

building 

Å Removing tree limbs,   

garbage, and debris from 

our grounds. 
 

  Please bring your own 

safety gear and any special-

ized equipment you might 

need to help with the 

above activities. If youõd like 

to add anything else to the 

list, please let Kathy Carney

-Layendecker know.   

 

 

Jenny & Matt Lindsey 

Many hands make light work  
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The retreat is  

almost here!  
  I am so excited to have 

the opportunity to go on 

retreat with you for the 

first time in a couple of 

weeks! It should be a  

wonderful time to grow, 

contemplate, play, and learn 

together. Things in our 

world seem to be moving 

so fast! There is a tremen-

dous amount of transition 

that is happening in Oak 

Ridge, and I think we are in 

a special time at this church. 

A retreat day can allow us 

some time to step away, 

reflect, grow as a commu-

nity of faith, and even  

reprioritize our approach to 

life. I hope you will allow 

yourself to do this as we 

are away together. I hope 

that while on retreat we 

can reflect on the ways that 

God is moving in our own 

lives and how we can follow 

Christ more closely. I also 

hope that we can surround 

one another in prayer this 

month. I hope that those 

unable to go on the retreat 

will pray for those who are 

going, and vice versa. My 

biggest hope, though, is that 

all of us can find small ways 

to be on retreat in our  

everyday lives this month. 

What I mean by this is that  

I hope all of us can carve 

away a few minutes every 

day away from home, work, 

school, and all of our essen-

tial responsibilities to just 

òbe.ó I have been reading a 

book in preparation for our 

time away called òBenedictõs 

Wayó by Lonni Collins Pratt 

and Father Daniel Homan, 

OSB. They put it like this:  
 

òA retreat is time set aside in 

which you open yourself to 

lifeõs bigger questions. It is 

time away from what is  

ordinary to you. It usually 

means leaving your home or 

office and going someplace 

quiet and isolated. A park 

bench works, a tent in the 

woods, a hotel room, a retreat 

center. But if getting away isnõt 

possible, you can make a  

retreat in your favorite chair 

with the television off. You can 

sit under a tree or on the deck 

or at the lunch table in the 

cafeteria. You can carve out a 

few minutes propped up in 

your bed just before you fall 

asleep. What do you do? Most 

of us think and pray while 

making a retreat. Others just 

rest and take long walks. 

There is no wrong way.ó   
 

  We are a deeply rich,  

vibrant, and mission-

oriented community of 

faith, and intentional times 

away, both individually and 

as a community, can help 

sustain us physically,  

spiritually, and emotionally.  

I hope that all of us this 

month can take some time 

every day to be on retreat, 

to think about God, our 

own lives, Christ, our  

community, and the big 

questions. I hope that we 

can also remember to be in 

prayer for one another as 

our month gets cooler and 

fall finally becomes a reality.  
 

Praying for you, 

Chris  

Youth Movie 

Nights are back!  
 

  Mark your calendars 

for three youth movie 

night opportunities in 

September and October. We will be show-

ing Star Wars: A New Hope on Sept. 16 in 

room 102 at the church. The fun will begin 

at 6:00 p.m., with games, pizza, popcorn, 

and drinks provided. Bring your friends! The 

next movie nights are tentatively scheduled 

for Oct. 7 and Oct. 28.  

 

Time with Children  
9/4: Colin Colverson 

9/11: Sharon Youngs 

9/18: Chris Black 

9/25: Gene Ice 
 

Activity time  
9/4:   Daniele Jaques 

        Jarred Julien 

9/11: Tiffany Murray 

        Lily Jaques 

9/18: TBA 

        Kate Fulcher 

9/25: Teresa Brittain 

        Lily Childs 

 

All Hands on Deck!  
 

  Hereõs a reminder to all our youth  

and children (and their parents J).  

We will be having an all-church  

workday on Sept. 24, starting at 8:00 

a.m. with breakfast and ending with 

lunch at noon. This will be a time to  

get dirty together while improving  

the outside of our church for the  

community. Chris will be leading  

some projects for youth and children  

to work on. If you are a youth or  

child and are interested in helping  

out, please show up! You can even  

bring your parents, too.   

Chris Black, DCCD 

The Banner 



University of Tennessee, 

will be the keynote speaker 

for the weekend.  

  The registration cost is 

$100, which is due 

(postmarked) by Sept. 12. 

After this date the cost  

increases to $120.  

Scholarships are available. 

  If you have questions 

about this event or are  

  The Presbytery of East 

Tennessee is having its  

annual Middle School Fall 

Retreat at John Knox  

Center. You can participate 

in small-group activities, try 

out a high ropes course, and 

meet other middle school 

students (grades 6-8) in the 

Presbytery! Andy Morgan, 

campus minister at the  

interested in possibly  

attending, please catch 

Chris on a Sunday morning 

to talk with him, or call him 

at the church office  

(483-1318), or e-mail him at 

chris_fpcdccd@comcast.net 

Presbytery of East Tennessee middle school fall retreat  
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Christian Education  

Regular childrenõs and 

youth classes after  

worship (11:15 a.m.)  

Å Four-year-olds to grade 1: 

Debbie Bostick, Irene 

Darko, Linda FallΟ 
Å Grades 2-5: Pete Johnson, 

Peggy Terpstra, Dale     

HaddenΟ 
Å Youth (grades 6 to 12): 

Dallas Stultz, Margaret Ann 

King, Anne Backus 

 

 

Ongoing adult classes  

before worship (9:00 

a.m.)  

Å Early Birds (Room 6)  

Å Rise ônõ Shine (Parlor)  

Topic: The Jewishness of  

Jesus. Teachers: Sue Byrne, 

Bill Childress, Anne Backus, 

Rosalyn Ice 
 

Ongoing adult class af-

ter worship (11:15 a.m.)  

Å òUncensoredó (Room 6) 

Topic: The Jewishness of  

Jesus. Teacher: Sue ByrneΟ 

Short -term adult class  

after worship (11:15 

a.m.)  

Å What Do Presbyterians 

Believe? Sept. 11 (Room 6), 

18, 25 (Parlor) Teacher: 

Sharon Youngs 

Sunday School classes and teachers for September  

one of the churches that we 

have partnered with in the 

past for our Vacation Bible 

School.  

  The workshop lasts from 

2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

Refreshments and materials 

will be provided. RSVP to 

the Grace Lutheran  

church office by Sept. 25. 

The number is 483-3787. 

  Grace Lutheran Church  

in Oak Ridge is having a  

Biblical Storytelling  

Workshop on Sunday, Oct. 

2. This event is for anyone 

interested in discovering 

and practicing storytelling 

skills useful in worship,  

Sunday school, youth  

ministry/childrenõs ministry, 

and other settings. This is 

We have been invited!  

mailto:chris_fpcdccd@comcast.net

